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The end of the Modi magic? Massive BJP-defeat in Bihar
By Dr. Klaus Voll

Nearly all the poll-survey erred. Nobody expected a result of these dimensions in Bihar with
its electorate of 67 million. The surveys predicted a neck-to-neck race between the
Mahagathbandhan (Grand Coalition) of Janata Dal United, Rashtriya Janata Dal, Congress
and the National Democratic Alliance, led by the Bharatiya Janata Party with the Lok
Janshakti Party, RLSP and HAM.

NDTV with India's most experienced pioneer-election analyst Prannoy Roy predicted after
the biggest Exit-Poll with national dimensions of 76 thousand people questioned a
comfortable, although narrow victory for the NDA.

The absolute opposite happened. A veritable ,political Tsunami” finished the BJP. It was a
referendum against Narendra Modi.

JDU + achieved an overwhelming victory with 178 seats, i.e. more than a two-third majority.

The RID celebrated a remarkable comeback and became with 80 seats (2010: 22) the
strongest party, followed by the JDU with 71 (2010: 115, then in alliance with the BJP). The
Congress, 2010 only 4 seats, gained unexpected 27 seats this time, a true Diwali-gift for
India's grand old party after so many defeats. Sonia Gandhi contributed largely to the coming
together of the three coalition parties.

The NDA, e. g. BJP +, gained only 58 seats:

BJP 52 (2010: 91, then junior partner of the JDU), LJP 3, RLSP 2 and HAM (Hindustan Awam
Morcha) 1.

Altogether the JDU + gained additional 37 seats compared to 2010 and NDA lost 36
mandates.

The Samajwadi Party, ruling in Uttar Pradesh with its 210 million population, the Nationalist
Congress Party and the especially to Muslims appealing AIMIM (Owaisi) — the latter confining
itself to Bihar's North-East with its higher Muslim electorate, could not win a single seat. A
split of the JDU/RID/Congress-support base, feared by many observers, therefore did not
happen.

Other parties — amongst them the parliamentary Communist of India, Marxist-Leninist with
3 seats — and independent candidates gained altogether 7 mandates.

The JDU + gained altogether 41.9% (2014: 45%) and the BJP + 34.1% (2014: 40%)
Causes for the BJP/NDA-defeat

Prime Minister Narendra Modi conducted an enormous and costly election campaign with 35
big rallies. Amit Shah, BJP-President, who stayed nearly two months in Bihar, conducted even



86 rallies. Modi engaged himself with his whole prestige as PM, also Amit Shah — whose re-
election as Party President will soon be due.

In recent state elections the BJP did not put up a candidate for the post of Chief Minister. This
hitherto successful strategy turned out to be counter-productive against the popular
incumbent Nitish Kumar, who could show major achievements in nearly 10 years as Chief
Minister, although the BJP had in Sushil Modi, a former deputy to Nitish Kumar, a quite
capable politician.

The JDU + - slogan ,,Bihari (Nitish Kumar) versus Bahari (outsiders Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah)“ proved to be very effective. Besides, Nitish Kumar empowered between 2005 till 2015
with practical development programmes numerous women in Bihar.

The BJP aimed at an alliance between Forward Castes with substantial sections of the so-
called Economic Backward Castes (EBC's) — about 30% of the electorate with 124 sub-castes -
and the Dalits, e. g. ,oppressed” respectively in former times called , untouchables”. But the
BJP could obviously not attract sufficient support from these social groups — particularly also
women — which is also reflected in the dismal performance of its alliance partners, who
represent actually these various sections at the lower end of the social hierarchy. Also the
aspirational youth, which cheered Modi in the 2014 Lok Sabha (Lower House) elections and
contributed decisively that BJP+ could then win 31 of the 40 parliamentary seats in Bihar
while leading in 170 Assembly segments, did this time not swing in his favour.

At the beginning of the campaign, the BJP propagated its seemingly time-tested
»development card”, in order to replace it in later phases of the election campaign - which
stretched over five weeks — by an increasing polarisation and open ,,communalism“ - ,,.a BJP-
defeat would lead to victory celebrations with fire-crackers in Pakistan”, so Amit Shah.
Instead this proved to be dysfunctional especially in constituencies with a higher presence
of voters of Muslim belief, e. g. about 17% of Bihar's population.

The highly charismatic and humorous Lalu Prasad Yadav — two months ago still in prison
because of the ,Fodder-Scandal — "#3$%&'()* &+',($)*'-..("/-##0* 1234566tatements during
"#$%&'(&)*+,$ (-1 +*$)+1.$/-#0!).+$ 1.2$ 3#0#BAKY & "W %S& () * #+,"$H"#3%&'1 () %*"(
OBC's and Dalits by RSS-chief Mohan Bhagwat, and transformed the campaign into a battle
between ,forward and backward castes”. The accusations, that during his rule he had led a
~jungle regime” hit back on the BJP and consolidated his vote-bank of the Yadav-caste,
comprising about 14% of the population..

The former Army-Chief and BJP-Minister of State External Affairs, V. K. Singh, contributed
with his statement on ,,dogs” "#$%&#'("$&) SH#(*#SUEHHY &' Yo () &Y0* +,--%6 ! HEY0 &' % ()*#)") %o
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employment opportunities, since one of Modi's major electoral promises in 2014 had been
job creation.



In the meantime, the prices for the protein-rich Dal (lentils), the major food item for the Aam
Aadmi (‘common man'), shot up in a mind-!"##$%&#'()*+'
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for Narendra Modi and also because of the arrogance of the BJP.” Arvind Kejriwal, AAP-Chief
Minister of Delhi, opined: ,,Modi should change his style of governance. The people are fed

up with his frequent foreign tours.”

»The end of alliance politics is not over at all, irrespective of the absolute majority of the BJP

in 2014”, so the journalist Swapan Dasgupta, who is close to the BJP. The result — in his
opinion without doubt ,,a damage to the image of the PM*“ -NW"'##3%&'($)(*()+,--"./-$&0$0%($
M#S%E ()'# $%WRH#S%E&' ()*( Yot +,(-./0L( 2#&3456#( % 7 5B HIRAEH (%0)*+),+ -). S0 HBY% & (&
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"#$ %&' () #*3"#$"% &"'(" M. P. Mani Shankar Aiyar also expects national ramnifications,
»calling for a united opposition, not necessarily led by the Congress.”

After the duo Modi/Shah has been thoroughly defeated in 2015 for a second time, the party
wants now to introspect. Ram Madhav, BJP-General Secretary and for many vyears
spokesperson for the RSS, appealed ,,to improve the political discourse in the country.” The
party elders L. K. Advani, Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, Yashwant Sinha and Shanta Kumar
crticised in an open statement that the party is controlled by a handful of leaders without
sufficient inner-party debates and demanded accountability for the defeat.

In a press conference after his victory, Nitish Kumar argued, that the electorate wanted an
alternative to the policies of the Modi government. It is directed against the politics of hate.
Rising intolerance is a burning issue. People across India are celebrating.” Lalu Prasad Yadav



added: ,,Modi was acting like the RSS campaign manager. He mistook Bihar for Haryana and
Maharashtra. The BJP tried every trick to divide the people of Bihar.”

Quite a few observers expected in this election a final death-knell for the Mandal-parties by

the "#$%&'$ ()*'+,-*'$-.*$*&'$/0$-.*$ (/1+-+,%1%,%)**)$/0$ 2+-+3.$456%)7$ 8&3-*%'9$ - *$ : +&&’
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"#$%E& ()& *+,)$*-#(.$& $/$*#+%0I& $Ysince 2005 Nitish Kumar will now begin his third
term as Chief Minister of Bihar. But there are already speculations, that he could become the
major face of an anti-BJP/NDA alliance in 2019, provided he can successfully keep together
his government with a numerically stronger RJD.
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the 3rd Indo-German Intergovernmental Consultations (IGC) on October 5, 2015. Having met

last month for the G4 talks in New York, these talks strengthened the growing close ties

between Berlin and New Delhi. Today the focus of this relationship is also for the sake of

aiming at a humane, peaceful, just and sustainable world.

3"91GC, October 5, 2015

India and Germany have forged their bilateral relations since 2001 through the ‘Strategic
Partnership’ which in turn has been fortified by the earlier held IGCs (2011 & 2013). In the 3"
IGC, both sides decided to build on the consensus that is growing on issues of foreign,
security and economic ties. About 18 agreements/MOUs were signed between both the
countries in foreign language, solar energy, skill development and vocational training,
security cooperation, higher education, science and technology, manufacturing etc.

Security cooperation: Both sides have agreed to establish a new Policy Planning Dialogue
between their Foreign Ministries to enhance exchange of views on issues of common
concern. India and Germany have better relations in various global forums. The foremost
being at present in the UN where both are pushing for ne!"##3$%&' %"()%*#' $+,"-."%" /)0.
support each other's candidatures for a permanent seat in a reformed UN Security Council.

Discussions were held on the situation in West Asia and Afghanistan where Germany is both
a donor and provider of forces. They laid emphasis that the Heart of Asia process was
important for regional confidence building and security cooperation of Afghanistan. Here
both discussed on the stability of Asia Pacific and the Indian Ocean Region.

Economic cooperation: Under the IGC both sides discussed collaborations in manufacturing,
skill development, urban development, environment, railways, cleaning of rivers, renewable
energy, education, language, and science and technology. Mostly the talks focussed on
economic ties. Areas like manufacturing, skill development, renewable energy, and climate
change were given importance. India looks towards Germany for investment, trade and
technology partnerships in manufacturing, infrastructure and skill development.

India has expedited regulatory clearances with regard to taxation, foreign investments, etc.
While listing these, Modi assured during his speech at the Indo-German Summit "#$%"&%'()*#
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system for German companies in India which is to be operationalised by March 2016. Already
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decided to phase out its nuclear plants by 2022, and embraced clean and safe energy
solutions. Despite this, Germany has strongly supported India’s membership of the
international export control regimes. It has also emerged as a leader to combat climate

change along with India. India aims to increase its renewable component in the energy mix

up to 175 gigawatts by 2022 and increase efficiency gains in the use of electricity by 2030.

Recently India announced its climate-change policy statement to cut the carbon produced

per unit of GDP growth by 33-35 per cent by 2030 from 2005 levels.

The convergence of interests of both counties can be noticed through these aspirations. Both
countries have decided to work closely with regard to tackling climate change and ensuring sustainable
development. In this regard a separate joint statement was issued by both sides—Climate
Change and Energy Technology Cooperation. The statement says that both “share the long-""#$%!&#"'1%
of holding the increase in global average temperature below 2 degree Celsius above
preindustrial levels.” Hence the solutions that both sides look at are renewable energy and
the efficient use of energy. In order to find sustainable solutions for India’s energy needs,



Berlin has pledged assistance of over one billion Euros for a I"##$%&$#" (%)*"'+,¥4nd a new
assistance package of over a billion Euros for solar projects for a period of 5 years.

With regard to the upcoming COP21 in Paris both countries intend to work closely with other

countries to adopt the climate agreement under the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate
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"#3$%&'()*#3$+(",* to discuss climate policy and exchange views on climate change matters.
Also both have decided to build a comprehensive partnership — Indo-German Climate and
Renewable Alliance. Already these issues are tackled in other dialogue structures established
between both the countries which will form as cumulative inputs to be fed into the new
alliance. This partnership will involve aspects of technology, innovation and finance for use of
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I"#$%&

I"HSU&H () +,-H# I"HHSYHE (HE) S +,1)$./0, IS 1#0$2+$)*#$3) #$) 254, - ) $5210'/$6, 7#S.-'#6859*#
I"H"$% H&" (HSHY $)*$% +,$)% -, &.$/"(#%6 " $(.0% $,% #S/(.'$)(.% +"1*$(/*1% /(1*$", .#% $)*$% #, %
I"HS%&" (&) HS*+((,)I'S&(-$.(/"&( %&.011#"&0$*( %&( "20"&'%&3( - 1#$&%0$!%$&($:426.0$84"
I"H$%" & ()*+'1)%, #-)$"./01'2-3('4)$&$&' 56 7768'%" #'$"9:6,<'=01'>) 1&$#1"/'013#/%328 @$/0'A$
"HS%&() *+) -*"I0) 12() *+) /) [+.30/) 4&5$.) *6) "3%&./08%) 0/%&.3*+7() 0/43*+&%) &+
I"HE%" &HI"&() 1 +$¥) ) —++&()." $%") 0"S) ") H1$) 1-2'VoH&" H) & $H¥) | HIBY&" (1" )**+" o+
I"HBI6&! (&) HH-&,-&.,|."H&"OL)+ -&+-08&2" +#-,-1384."&5H"%,0"-16%6&0"2"/+!,'-&) $*#,%"0&
IHS& () +&,, 1 HI"H Yo+ +OH 1+ 2%6*+#3+064'- %0%' HO)*O#. 065+ 2461 7TOHBH:13.#,%60)#<!-2++
I"HSY6& #(#Y%)

Both countries have a bilateral trade of more than USS 2 billion (2014) and the target for
M#S%EP &' ($()S*+,$#3$-%..%)/0$1/2%3%5%E&$ 4%5%/4$67%)7%(8$ ()$ 37'3&F #AVHE3. (:;37'<$ ]
M"#$%&"'()%*+* &%+, (I"#$%&" ' (-#+*./#-(+*0(,/1%!-%&! (23%&3(4/#0+*(3+!(%0"*-%)%"0()/#(%*$
I"#$%&B% looking towards Jordan for energy security given its shale deposits and also for

its food security in terms of long-term arrangements for imports of phosphate. India imports

rock phosphates (main importer), potash and finished fertilizers from Jordan. It was agreed

by India to extend a line of credit of USD 100 million to Jordan for sectors of mutual interest

yet to be identified. Since Jordan has Free Trade Agreements (FTA) with several countries,

India can work through Amman and gain access to other markets.

"#$%&&'#B()$*+,%-+3.(/0-+%#&S$)-.%+1$,%))%. ' 23%#&$%+$3#4/&$ () $5(46#48&$5-&$4-%&H#,
"H#3%E&HA" ()#' $Yo#*+*," -+ 0*&12" 3/ 0*&1' 4%&,"."S"' +/)+' [*#' 4%6&+!. 7#' )*8' # +%"'-")'
"#3%&'()*+,)-%")-$&'&.$'()/"10$."/)'&1)$&) 2*") 3" &A*$ (") $&. """ #S# Y% & (Y0 $%0) *+&"#,$-+./&0#S
"#$%&' (%" &%")(%*)+'&(%) ' VHI8AE' () $#*"+',%"%0-). [++%0L(BNGA) about international

terrorism and Mukherjee took the opportunity to acknowledge India’s appreciation of the

contents of his speech and the importance it attaches to this theme. Jordan has been

affected by groups like Al Jihad and Boko Haram within its territory and also by other groups

along its borders. Both countries agreed to enhance cooperation in counter-!"##$#%&'()*+(
"#'$%"&

"#$%&' () &*+,--.-1%'&*/0& 1#2"#$" Yot # &' ) *+#S"+$") ()"#,"-'(%6.) $*"] .+ &&+$/")$O"-) (+*+-"
M"#$%&™ () "#*$*$+) &"'+"#,,-%) ."") [*&0" #1%() *$%!*111*'$#0) #$/) 2#8&#2*13) 41*0/*$+() 210!1"#0)
exchanges etc were signed between both the sides.

The President met with the elected leadership of the country and held talks with Prime
Minister Abdullah Ensour on October 11. Talks focused on terrorism, Syria, Palestine, UN
reforms and economic cooperation. Both sides agreed on four issues: terrorism should be
fought on multiple fronts; belief that a long-term solution to Syria should be based on the
Geneva-l process and the Geneva-l accord; the state of Palestine to be united with East
Jerusalem as its capital as per the Quartet road map and also the UNSC resolutions; and the
UN should be reformed. PM Ensour identified four areas for joint ventures and
collaborations—IT, the pharmaceutical, automobile, textile, construction, new and
renewable energy sectors. Also further possibilities for investment were to be identified.
India also extended $100 million Line of Credit to Jordan.
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I"H$%&($

The President held! "' #$%&'( )%*( $%#"+),#$-%'( .$#/( 0)1"#$%$)%( 0+"$*" %t ( 2)/1-3*( 455)'6(
I"HSY08 H(H) 0" &+ $H& -, $.,//,01& ,(.&*0%E /%, .96")& 23& $,42" & 52/#*#6,1&5,"*#Y%0) & #(& ), 1%)*#(¥
I"HB& '(HE& VA HSY& () *+",$-+) ./ I"#S$ %&'()$ *&+$ ) (#$ #-."/$ 0,.+$ 1.+.0% *)-)."$ 0,)$
IHSU&H () +$)+, - [+ Vo#&) 1) +) &H2H3+(%-')-4) &I $(%'35Y$6HE) +,+&H.%,%+'$7

M"#S%8&H )#*+S(*$"($+,-.'B/(+"$011,'$2345'#)$3*$+"#$3*$6 3 (*6' S L#+/##*$%,-#'+(*#$,*)$ 7'&, #-8:
"#$%&'$ ()*%&*+$ ,-$"#S$ ., ++/#$ 0&1!$ 2HBESURE' ()*' +%0"#",&-.")*,(' 0(&' &1#"+%*' +0%'
I"#3%8&'($) *"+%3$) %' (*$) ,-./0) "#$%&'($) %'(*$) '&%) 1$*#"2"&'3() 34) '(1$5$(1$(*$) () ,-667) 89'*9)
India recognised, has been seeking international recognition as a state. It has been
"H#P%E&'(")* +,*-$!I"* JO&* 123* $A4*1"# $%&' ()" +# +%# ,-).#H#0"1("23")# 456# 7589# (1"#'-(*%'-:#
"#$%&1%'#" ()*+,(Yo-#) %o+, #"" (. Y%#*%*/ (Y00 1%*/#*%-#) %) 233&4*(.%56%7,.+#8

I"HB%& () &Y6$*+)%,"--" . %6/.()08H*. (. 1Y6HS #9%62)* )3/4%.) 1"H#*#" &Yo*.(Yo&)HHHA)-) #%"3%, " 34' #Y
I"HSYO&H (Yot Yo" ) *+" (U0, # S&+- + T UBURHE K4+ =" # J# 0" #)'#1).23 )", 1)#4, (51#

IHSYO" 1" 1" $Y6&'U"HS I"HS"%& “Nusral I"HSY 1&H" ()*(+,-% XIHSV0& (&tH)* +H&& H-HIRE
I'#$%&($) %) *+,-8"(&)&,)., (&™) &/$)0'%S(./"(8&$0)1,2&/)3-,*)4,('(5)-"0"."#)5-,2+%6

I"HSI6&! () ¥+ ) -.1) I"H'$% &'(()*+%6 ,-.-%6 /**)0*1-2% 3014% /3% /% 5-14*)% 6/.78% 54-% 9/(-35™+'/*
I"H$%$8S'()*(+%,-).J012( "BH%& ($) *$(8+$) ,-+) JOSH##S(0$) () 1+2) 3) 1((-4"&-() $&05) ) 1(6™)
HSHI%8 () 8+$,$--$*&("&)!.,/&01&$(%28&$//(/)$"3!&$"%83$34$3()5& 67 (-%("#8&9-108.$&H.$")&(
I"H$%%$8 " ()* +$,-".&/"0)%-*1$'-"234+-1)/5"*366&/17

I"#$%&

I"HSVoRH () *+,-H" ) #() I"HSY&H' () 0%12%") 3'&) I"%/#) *%'%S(H") 4#'.3/%") 5##(3'63-+7) 8-#)
IHBU&H () *+&) HH) (- H&) () +"H) *-'-") () +&&"#$$) (4) OHSSH#()-') 12(- #") 345) 6') *%%$)

" HB00%6& $&()*+9%6$" EWEY6& " ()*+ $-#+ &.&- () H-&' OF,-H+HOS-HIHI'-1( 23'$& 4($"#15' 6*#+(
I"HSO& ()H( +*,*-#.I5%( O#LS2/*&3( '21$&AH2" ] *( *OHSH"I0( H#-10/+&3(1$+( ')*( *OHSH"/0(

I HSY6&'S () +, (1 &B(-+B!+. &-'10)+(&-(/LIH+$I+2# &3+ &+H(AIHE) +$1+$6(+3712/7+/-5'&)$H#/$ 1 (+
I"HS WH"SHY& #'S(1)*$)+* & -*& [ U%*.8& 0"& ) (*& 1021)13%28 04& ) (*& 51%H)* #%& *%6#)10"2& 5*),
I"HSYO&" (H)*+,-

I"H$%6&%6"#& (%) *&+6,)8)' -%0. *$'+)H&IO*&HS1*23%-$4& () %-$2" &$"& 5667 &% " #&/(23&-+)"&2'
I"H'$%6" 8 ()*F$")+,-'& ,(+& .""B& +¥)"$/*,"$ 108 1$& 233348& *," & BB V& (1(# )" )+ # (1-1.) 1
I"HHSY&L'()*+ % *1/-&S0'$% 18 2)/,-+0'1H#)/ (I + %-31'4%, '5)/'- #&/6-+&+('1&-("Yo+ (7&'89:;.

"#$%&' () (*+,$-./01$2-#.32*4($#5$3#678($+292+.#*$2*3%+:($; (- (*+.#*$#5$5.,428%$ (-2, #*$ 2*3¢
on cultural cooperation including eight MoUs between Universities and higher education
institutes of both the countries were signed.

The President in his talks with President Rivlin covered a range of issues— bilateral and those
related to international relations. Discussions took place on collaborations in defence
equipment and platform systems, agriculture and manufacturing. Since India has a vast
population wherein several remain below poverty line, it sought further intensification of
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I"HBO&! (") +00" * - V08B ()* %, * +*'$10)" /" 123* 40 . (BEESYHHE () U0+ +,& *- - -
I"HBY6&" (HS) -+, SI"HS-* S&ISOL.&*S*/'SI"HS/ /1 $23.$433. &/ &3S SHI-#H#IS6T89$*/'$:: ++&*/$
I"HBY08 Vo(&)H&') Yot " Yo+ +,-

I"H$% &HSH' Yo ()$% *$+,% -.% "+06 [0+$#,+1'2% )$% #1% 340,)1% )1,% #1% /)5+$H#1+2% '4% +6
I"HSHO6&" ()*$+ H) W HSY& S & (V0)H&106)& " +&' |- *#]&/0$-011.&" 1" &*12+& 3++VYo&H 1/ +1+%"+)&"$
I"HB%8%' %"()(*$" +%68%, (%) "HS I"H$%& (& ) (VAN HHSHI VR USHI& ( ) HHHSHIV&! (
I"HB0%& ()&)HH HSYE' ()& +VHHBU8. (&)IWBHS Y& SHSYE' (%&)%' *+, +H&HSYE&™ ())*("
HESHS%&™() &) *+&,'+,) $-) L +/"0"123) & 4$%&"3) $-) &') #,(,$#+) $-) -,4,0"56,'%7)
H#S%&' () +'( -8, 3. "% ()*,($0$&, 1+0( &,2,3%)+"-()*$)($00"14$-+,&()*,(5%, +&,-) (*$'(6,,(
I"HSHYE &( H&)+,$- +(SH #1.-)%0HS 1,8~ &-#," 28" )+, .(3%E&H")"&$4' 29%65,)' +((BS' &(1)"
I"HBY6& () +Uo#$,"*-("-(.%/%-)%0() 1 2%#("%) 3#', 10($4#') 3&, 3#%60(.$'#10("*&SH#(%-%o#410(5$, Yot
I"HS96&()"1*) (%"4)+1%, I"-11.%, /"0%" 01964/ 1."*'12%-)2%)*/ 1.+ %345%6$78%, (('/.%98:;6<$

I"H$% &HSH' Yo ()% "*% +*,-% /% 01-#,1% 2',*% " $% $*1'% % 3.4*5/6 TH48%8, I "0&:

I"HS%& ()*&+, &), (%, $(-, 1", #10"1$1.2, $(3, %', 4)I1$"#, $(3, 5" %&(", %6*$%, '(", &), (%, 6$7'1"3,
I"H$%6 & HY6 | & HH( %) %o +,-.% &' /0% #1$%)*2/130% LA0&H*&/1*%6 1% 1% 56% $#O!-, &/1¥%6 71+ 248*/*
I"#$% &'(% ")) *+,% -.% /0.% ) 1% *12*032,% 42% 5'/0,) 4 208%7& 86 |() (&% #"*+ -(#.)%/,0(12)%
I"HB&' ()*+%', (%o-'%&' (). &Y%/-01%/20%',+%6*(3&+%2/%4(5+&'-) +6%% 7-', %0+8(0.%'2%9&0(+5:
I"HI$%& (HS)*&)SH+,-))S SIS (1SS, H' S-S &MHSO(I"$+-1&1, () $I"#I$ 23S (1)$*4*2-35%&I$
I"H$%!&
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I"HSU"HSY6&" () +
IHSY&H (") H+(,(

I"H$%& ()% Yor+$#(, - #./(0%*%+*(). 12960$*(3%'. 1145

"HEYRS (HE) %"+ #-5'( B8 [HOS'V%S&, L-+#S$,"$ (#$24+,2. 4 ) $3+,44$5," - #+$%E&$6"0,.7-$'+,2-4
I HU&"S ()F+," B (%S 0/12$3(4+-%6(H5S'()*+,"-$ 6(+#-$-+6#+0+7 (H7" S HHIG RBL" (&" ()"
"H$%0& Yo ()*+",-%6).+/01&H0&E*2% "% 3.31.#% & Y% SUSYEBRBAY)-*+90*#, 4/ 012%#,+3

" HS068, (") 1" H$Y" &'()" H&H JHS)-." [OFSL" +#,)" 2" )30 HS%"8. () %" & ) +SI1HEV&! ")+ -

S ("), J0'S- (1421, % 31 HE% "8 ()%6" & *+, S HSYR VORI H ()| (8+) I"HSYoRH ()&
diplomacy’! I"H#$%6&. (#) HH$" %8 (%$)&"S&**++ - $,#1)&0-11(112$3%I$4&&5+) (6$0151$-,+1$7.$
"H$ 968 (S +#,$-/$0'$1233$40!"$ 5)0$ 67'87$ 7, $ 97+,0:4°5 18 @ MIHESY6$() %0 84 (

I HSO68& (") I"HSY!" I'HSH HSY&WHS I"HS%

"#$%"&'#()&*)+),-(&./)&012314&.-56"-77-+&12(&'1$/),) $+4&#8+-/*-[+&)2&,"-&!'94&"-&6126-77-
"#$%&'()*#+$*)+)!$),B!"#3-& #$/0$!123/)'$0/"/-), 45" #$&22#+1$/0$0/23#2$52#+) (#,!$%/" &33&($
"#$5%%&'( )*&+( , +##%&( -$%( *..*/-01+-2( -*( %13"3%( 4+-3( -$%( )" BENBH &) ( *#!"#( +*(
"#3$%!& '()'& '(1& "HH"& +!,-*00)" *& V'(-#& #$%/./!+& & '(#& #0)"'+& ")'.-"& %)'(1%& ()"'&
"#$"%!&%'( &%0)*( +,)-*.&)+.&+%&#/( +%!( +( #*$&")0( )-+)( &#( 1*.!I".&%'( *%( .+'&$+2&#/3( 43( !
"#$%& '()$*$-"#3"%"&' ()*+,%-#." -#')/0' #0-./,1*2/11$34" "#$%&' ()" #$%&" (1" )*'+," - ./-"
MHIBI"HE%E&' ()*+," &', &((&.*$-'-)" ) *+-#+/+ # 01 #2& #+-' 34, *$S/' BI6##+T72' 41*-/$&2/-&)+") (% &2'
political opponents, including the former president, Mohamed Nasheed. Delhi’s disapproval

did not seem to have much of an impact on Yameen, who responded by warming up to

China.”

India’s focus in the IOR is to attempt a Blue Revolution or the Ocean Economy. The 2013
initiative of China called the Maritime Silk Route (MSR) has been a source for Indian concern.
India’s neighbours like Sri Lanka, Maldives and Bangladesh have agreed in principle to the
MSR. India feels that China aims to be a strategic balancer in the IOR though this initiative.

However, Foreign Secretary S Jaishankar had travelled to Maldives as part of his I""#$%&'()" !
"#PMHS% $&%' ()% $*+%!,&"-./&,0% 1&,% $*+% 23%+,-('% 411(5,#% 65-5#5+,% 7"#*8(% 7/(,(9:#%
"'#3$ %&'()$ "*$ +(1",)-$ ./ -11, 2015. Swaraj co-I"#$%&'() *$+") "&%) !,-.+&%/#%+) 0-.1#)
1"#$%%&' ()*+(1 " 1" HS%E&' () #+" +%, BL"#S%&' () *+%, -) . +//% (YoM #$ "% #&S'()*) % +,*+- %o ./
"#'$%"&'$!& ("%)*+,-.&/0"& 1233+ ((+2$& 3", & '#,"*&'&4'5& 2#& 67 & -"*(.&8'3"'$& +$& 0+(&,'9:(&; +,
"#$#%&S'()'$H) * & +#,*(-'./1&01,(23& HEHO &' (Y0 )*#$" % & " (&% #)*+#3,-% .#/'+% 0" % 1,$0%0",0% 0" %
"##$%%$5"&' $%' #(()B&*' +,)(-'+'*+."",' %" #+&/' (+-%0' 1-"&/ % 2--"2&BE0%& ()!*' +($,$-'

too, in her meeting with President Yameen, emphasized on Indian policy of !"#$%&'()*+,

"#$% &

IHSHYH (& )HH+, & (~.1*..0(& 120&/2#330'40.& -'& 120& 56 78& (090'/08& #'(& .0/*$-1:8& 1$#(0&#(&
I"H$%&'$"&() %+ +,$) ,-*$.+&I1-"() $"S/+01$) $"$.23() FEAS oHt&H (H$ () #+,-.)'S . (10%#1$ -$
IHSHYO&, &(H ) YBE"+) &, YoM Y08, () *+,&-&- )1 (-+( N HS Y& BSY6896™ ()" *Yo+"H#(,-.~'I-(
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Forces! I"#$%&'()*+,-( ./-0¥11+,2'( -0/+,+,2( .0*20/3345( 6*0( "#$%( *66+7405( +,( 8,9+/'( 349+7/1(
IH$Y6& () *+, - -/1*%-%& -, 10"

I"HP008& (BHSY6& (H&) #5)+(,$-0S. #NSOH,* (#Y(+*(L(HSO(H(23(%* () A(H1"H#5) *&)HAI-3&)*(#*)#
I"HSY& ()* I"HSY0&' (X Yo(* +,'-* +%[-$%"-* %-&'(.0'-.* 1+2FUBHOB"#S I"#$S " HY&H' ()" +$( -+

I"HS& H()F)+, (=" $&YS" [ H ("Y' HO™ 1)-"$&Y%' 2"-354" 5% HSHOH", T%.")%'8)6#0'9::7$-,"

#3968 ()*$'+$,)-$)-.$/'0")(1.*2

I"HS$Y6& (V¥ +&H,-)."1012+& 3,0.218 24,8 0*3,)2". 28 5*011$168 0.8 2($& 7-))$.28 %010288 2($& 1
I"HS068 ()& +H" - "& -$$)0& (11T'H $Y6&!"&H (8)H *Yo+ObH "8 ,(-.%%6/H# (&I OL(2(3# &"1#
I"HB06&! #(" V) +$HS) %' - [+)0' 1-,.$2"+3' 45-6""2" 7(-/1-8' 0:$H+ -%." I$++"+ $%' 7;+ (-

I"HSHYO& () +YHHSVE () S+, &-#.)-&. SIS I0& BHB6& "1 () *+
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