
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

INDIA	
  AND	
  SOUTH	
  ASIA:	
  	
  
FEBRUARY	
  2016	
  DOSSIER	
  
	
  
The	
   February	
   2016	
   Dossier	
   highlights	
   a	
   range	
   of	
   domestic	
  
and	
   foreign	
   policy	
   developments	
   in	
   India	
   as	
  well	
   as	
   in	
   the	
  
wider	
   region.	
   These	
   include	
   analyses	
   of	
   the	
   ongoing	
  
phenomena	
   of	
   student	
   unrest	
   in	
   Indian	
   universities,	
   the	
  
potential	
   signs	
   of	
   !" #$%&'())" '(*+*!," -%.('" /!0-," 1!%.0+ ,	
  
the	
   visit	
   by	
   President	
   Hollande	
   to	
   India,	
   and	
   the	
   tensions	
  
that	
   erupted	
   with	
   the	
   promulgation	
   of	
   the	
   Nepal	
  
Constitution	
   and	
   how	
   PM	
   Oli’s	
   visit	
   to	
   India	
   was	
   used	
   to	
  
assuage	
  these	
  tensions.	
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Part	
  I	
  India	
  -­‐	
  Domestic	
  developments	
  

Synopsis	
  

Dr.	
  Klaus	
  Voll	
   analyzes	
   the	
  ongoing	
  events	
  around	
   the	
   student	
  agitations	
   in	
   various	
   Indian	
  
universities	
  –	
  especially	
  in	
  Hyderabad	
  and	
  Delhi.	
  Is	
  India	
  turning	
  into	
  a	
  different	
  Republic?	
  To	
  
answer	
  this	
  question	
  in	
  a	
  substantive	
  manner	
  requires	
  a	
  long-­‐term	
  assessment,	
  yet	
  signs	
  are	
  
there.	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  Narendra	
  Modi	
  still	
  enjoys	
  a	
  fairly	
  amount	
  of	
  popularity,	
  but	
  are	
  there	
  
signs	
  of	
  a	
  Congress	
  revival	
  under	
  Rahul	
  Gandhi?	
  A	
  country-­‐wide	
  survey	
  presents	
  results.	
  	
  

Student	
  unrest	
  and	
  police	
  at	
  JNU	
  campus	
  

	
  
Police	
  on	
  the	
  Jawaharlal	
  Nehru	
  University	
  (JNU)	
  campus	
  and	
  the	
  arrest	
  of	
  the	
  28	
  years	
  old	
  
Kanhaiya	
  Kumar,	
  President	
  of	
  JNU	
  Students	
  Union	
  (JNUSU)	
  charged	
  with	
  'sedition'	
  –	
  under	
  a	
  
law	
  from	
  1870	
  in	
  colonial	
  times	
  -­‐	
  	
  led	
  to	
  intensive	
  political	
  debates	
  and	
  agitations.	
  
	
  
Reason:	
  A	
  meeting	
  of	
   left	
   students	
  with	
   slogans	
   refering	
   to	
  „freedom	
   for	
  Kashmir,	
   putting	
  
India	
   into	
   pieces	
   and	
   the	
   judicial	
   muder“	
   of	
   the	
   hanged	
   terrorist	
   Afzal	
   Guru	
   etc.	
   Home	
  
Minister	
   Rajnath	
   Singh	
   alleged	
   even	
   a	
   connection	
   between	
   these	
   JNU	
   students	
   and	
   the	
  
Pakistani	
  terrorist	
  Hafeez	
  Saeed.	
  
	
  
JNU,	
   traditionally	
   more	
   left	
   oriented	
   and	
   a	
   kind	
   of	
   Indian	
   elite	
   university	
   –	
   although	
   not	
  
necessarily	
  by	
  international	
  standards	
  -­‐	
   is	
  viewed	
  as	
  a	
  thorn	
  in	
  the	
  eyes	
  of	
  the	
  BJP	
  and	
  the	
  
RSS,	
  since	
  their	
  ideology	
  is	
  resisted	
  there.	
  
	
  
Rahul	
  Gandhi,	
  CPI/M-­‐General	
  Secretary	
  Sitaram	
  Yechury	
  and	
  other	
  politicians	
  showed	
  their	
  
solidarity	
   with	
   the	
   students	
   –	
   although	
   not	
   with	
   the	
   slogans,	
   which	
   were	
   condemned.	
  
Cabinet	
  Minister	
  Ravi	
  Shankar	
  Prasad	
  accused	
  Rahul	
  Gandhi	
  to	
  politicise	
  the	
  events	
  and	
  to	
  
be	
  silent	
  on	
  the	
  slogans.	
  
	
  
The	
  well-­‐known	
  sociologist	
  Ashish	
  Nandy	
  spoke	
  of	
  an	
  „infantile	
  insecurity	
  of	
  the	
  government.	
  
The	
  currently	
  ruling	
  class	
  does	
  not	
  understand	
  'governance'.	
  The	
  BJP	
  wants	
  to	
  deviate	
  from	
  
the	
  essential	
  issues.“	
  
	
  
The	
   Aam	
   Aadmi	
   Party	
   (AAP)	
   felt	
   „disturbed	
   about	
   what	
   is	
   happening	
   in	
   Delhi.“	
   Sitaram	
  
Yechury	
  compared	
  the	
  situation	
  with	
  the	
  „emergency“	
  under	
  Indira	
  Gandhi.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Anarchy	
  in	
  the	
  High	
  Court	
  
	
  
While	
  Kanhaiya	
  Kumar	
  -­‐	
  who	
  does	
  his	
  PhD.	
  on	
  a	
  topic	
  in	
  South	
  Africa,	
  was	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  	
  
High	
  Court	
  in	
  Patiala	
  House,	
  not	
  far	
  from	
  the	
  Supreme	
  Court	
  –	
  there	
  have	
  been	
  unbelievable	
  
scenes	
  on	
  the	
  15th	
  	
  and	
  17th	
  of	
  Februayr	
  2016.	
  	
  
	
  
Before	
  these	
  events,	
  SMS	
  have	
  been	
  sent:	
  „Come	
  to	
  Patiala	
  House	
  and	
  teach	
  anti-­‐nationals	
  a	
  
lesson.“	
  About	
  200	
   lawyers	
  –	
  among	
  them	
  as	
  a	
  kind	
  of	
   leader	
  Vikram	
  Singh	
  Chauhan,	
  who	
  
allegedly	
   is	
   a	
   BJP	
   member	
   or	
   close	
   to	
   it	
   –	
   also	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   notorious	
   Bajrang	
   Dal	
  
(Veneration	
   of	
   the	
   'monkey	
   god'	
   Hanuman	
   and	
   youth	
   organization	
   of	
   the	
   Hindu-­‐
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fundamentalist	
   Vishwa	
   Hindu	
   Parishad	
   or	
  World	
   Council	
   of	
   Hindus)	
   	
   -­‐	
   recited	
   „patriotic	
  
slogans“	
  and	
  shouted	
  to	
  Kanhaiya	
  Kumar	
  „shoot	
  him,	
  hang	
  him“.	
  	
  
	
  
They	
  abused	
  lawyers	
  defending	
  the	
  accused	
  as	
  „agents	
  of	
  Pakistan“	
  etc.,	
  threw	
  stones	
  and	
  
bashed	
   the	
  accused,	
   students,	
  professors	
  and	
   journalists	
  –	
  amongst	
   them	
  women	
  –	
   inside	
  
and	
   outside	
   the	
   court.	
   The	
   BJP-­‐MLA	
   from	
  Delhi,	
  O.	
   P.	
   Sharma,	
   allegedly	
   threatened,	
   if	
   he	
  
would	
  have	
  a	
  gun	
  he	
  would	
  shoot	
  some	
  of	
  them.	
  
	
  
The	
  police	
  did	
  not	
  intervene	
  and	
  remained	
  a	
  	
  „mute	
  spectator“,	
  so	
  the	
  visibly	
  shattered	
  and	
  
present	
  political	
  India	
  Today-­‐editor	
  Javed	
  Ansari.	
  	
  
	
  
Panaki	
   Misra,	
   Biju	
   Janata	
   Dal	
   (BJD)	
   MP	
   from	
   Orissa	
   and	
   himself	
   a	
   lawyer,	
   spoke	
   of	
  
a„lumpenisation	
  of	
  politics,	
  a	
  goon	
  culture	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  patriotism.	
  Is	
  Goondaism	
  the	
  new	
  
nationalism?	
   These	
   stormtroopers	
   create	
   fears	
   like	
   in	
   the	
   1930's	
   in	
   Germany.	
   The	
   legal	
  
fraternity	
  has	
  been	
  infiltrated	
  by	
  political	
  forces.“	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  famous	
  jurist	
  Soli	
  Sorabjee	
  –	
  Solicitor	
  General	
  under	
  the	
  BJP-­‐led	
  Vajpayee-­‐government,	
  
spoke	
   about	
   „an	
   attack	
   on	
   the	
   independence	
   of	
   the	
   judiciary	
   by	
   'Goondas'	
   ('political	
  
criminals')	
   under	
   the	
   guise	
   of	
   lawyers.“	
   The	
   Bar	
   Council	
   should	
   intervene	
   under	
   all	
  
circumstances.	
  Also	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  5	
  lawyers,	
  delegated	
  by	
  the	
  Supreme	
  Court,	
  was	
  abused	
  and	
  
harassed.	
  „It	
  was	
  a	
  manufactured	
  frenzy,	
  which	
  also	
  ignited	
  the	
  media.“	
  
	
  
Prashant	
  Bhushan,	
  senior	
   lawyer	
  at	
   the	
  Supreme	
  Court	
  and	
  earlier	
  a	
   leading	
  AAP	
  member,	
  
spoke	
  of	
  „fascism,	
  masquerading	
  as	
  nationalism.	
  No	
  rational	
  discussion	
  is	
  permitted.“	
  
	
  
Universities	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  country	
  are	
  agitating.	
  The	
  Indian	
  secret	
  service	
  Information	
  Bureaus	
  
(IB)	
  warned	
  the	
  Indian	
  government	
  about	
  this.	
  	
  Allegedly,	
  another	
  JNU-­‐PhD.	
  student	
  –	
  Umar	
  
Khalid	
   –	
   and	
  a	
  whole	
   group	
  of	
   about	
  10	
   JNU-­‐student	
   are	
   considered	
  as	
   the	
   forces	
  behind	
  
these	
   agitations.	
   There	
   have	
   been	
   partly	
   violent	
   demonstrations	
   and	
   counter-­‐
demonstrations	
   between	
   left	
   groups	
   and	
   the	
   BJP-­‐students	
   union	
   ABPV	
   at	
   the	
   Jadhavpur	
  
University	
  in	
  Kolkotta.	
  
	
  
Dr.	
  Subrahmaniam	
  Swamy,	
  BJP-­‐Member	
  and	
  close	
  to	
  the	
  RSS,	
  demanded:	
  „JNU	
  is	
  opposed	
  to	
  
India.	
  Shut	
  down	
  the	
  JNU	
  for	
  four	
  months.“	
  	
  
	
  
Finance-­‐	
   and	
   Information-­‐Minister	
   Arun	
   Jaitley	
   distanced	
   himself	
   from	
   the	
   attacks	
   on	
  
journalists	
  and	
  condemned	
  them	
  unequivocally,	
  although	
  with	
  a	
  delay	
  of	
  24	
  hours.	
  
	
  
As	
   a	
   result	
   of	
   these	
   events,	
   about	
   800	
   journalists	
   marched	
   to	
   the	
   Supreme	
   Court	
   and	
  
submitted	
   a	
  memorandum.	
   Attacks	
   on	
   critical	
   journalists	
   are	
   in	
   the	
  meantime	
   a	
   country-­‐
wide	
  phenomena.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Several	
  jurists,	
  amongst	
  them	
  the	
  leading	
  constitutional	
  lawyer	
  Fali	
  Nariman,	
  made	
  it	
  clear,	
  
that	
   the	
  statements	
  by	
   the	
  students	
  don't	
   fulfill	
   'Sedition'.	
   In	
   the	
  meantime	
   it	
  has	
  become	
  
clear,	
   that	
   the	
   video	
   showing	
   the	
   student	
   event	
   at	
   JNU	
   on	
   the	
   9th	
   of	
   February	
   has	
   been	
  
'doctored'	
  by	
  unknown	
  persons.	
  	
  Kanhaiya	
  Kumar	
  is	
  since	
  the	
  second	
  of	
  March	
  out	
  on	
  bail,	
  
although	
  with	
  some	
  critical	
  observations	
  by	
  the	
  court.	
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These	
  events	
  demonstrate	
  a	
  dangerous	
  tendency,	
  which	
  could	
  affect	
  the	
  cohesion	
  of	
  Indian	
  
society	
   and	
   undermine	
   Indian	
   democracy.	
   Critics	
   argue,	
   that	
   they	
   form	
   a	
   part	
   of	
   a	
   wider	
  
RSS/BJP-­‐strategy,	
   to	
   subjugate	
   those	
  who	
   think	
   otherwise	
   into	
   silence	
  with	
   the	
   vehicle	
   of	
  
hyper-­‐nationalism.	
   India	
   is	
   not	
   at	
   all	
   a	
   „mature	
   democracy“,	
   so	
   the	
   India	
   Today	
   TV-­‐
moderator	
  Karan	
  Thapar.	
  
	
  
A	
  way	
  into	
  a	
  different	
  Republic?	
  

	
  
Before	
  and	
  during	
   the	
   start	
  of	
   the	
   current	
  budget	
   session	
  of	
   the	
   Indian	
  Parliament,	
   partly	
  
very	
  heated	
  and	
  aggressive	
  discussions	
  within	
  and	
  outside	
  Parliament	
  took	
  place	
  with	
  regard	
  
to	
  the	
  recent	
  events	
  in	
  the	
  university	
  of	
  Hyderabad	
  –	
  suicide	
  of	
  the	
  Dalit	
  researcher	
  Rohith	
  
Vemula	
  –	
  the	
  Jawaharlal	
  Nehru	
  University	
  and	
  also	
  in	
  the	
  High	
  Court	
  of	
  Delhi.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
   view	
   of	
   the	
   aggressive	
   and	
   violent	
   behaviour	
   of	
   lawyers	
   –	
   close	
   to	
   the	
   BJP	
   and	
   RSS	
   –	
  
against	
   the	
   arrested	
   JNU	
   Students	
   Union	
   President,	
   professors,	
   students,	
   journalists	
   and	
  
lawyers	
  delegated	
  from	
  the	
  Supreme	
  Court	
  in-­‐	
  and	
  out-­‐side	
  the	
  premises	
  of	
  the	
  High	
  Court	
  
in	
   Delhi,	
   a	
   prominent	
   lawyer	
   observed,	
   that	
   lawyers	
   in	
   India	
   always	
   believed,	
   that	
   they	
  
themselves	
  are	
  above	
  the	
  law	
  „and	
  that	
  they	
  can	
  get	
  away	
  with	
  everything.	
  Many	
  of	
  them	
  
have	
  doubtful	
  and	
  forged	
  diploma	
  certificates.	
  There	
  have	
  been	
  incidents	
  like	
  this	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  
and	
  they	
  have	
  never	
  been	
  prosecuted.	
  Quite	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  them	
  are	
  in	
  collusion	
  with	
  builders,	
  
intimidating	
  elderly	
  people	
  to	
  sell	
  their	
  houses	
  and	
  thereby	
  these	
  lawyers	
  procure	
  as	
  a	
  price	
  
for	
  themselves	
  cost-­‐free	
  appartments.	
  
	
  
AAP-­‐spokesperson	
   Ashutosh,	
   who	
   received	
   in	
   the	
   context	
   of	
   the	
   JNU-­‐events	
   two	
   death	
  
threats,	
  alleged,	
  that	
  the	
  government	
   is	
  attempting	
  to	
  subject	
  all	
   the	
  academic	
   institutions	
  
to	
   its	
   dictate.	
   The	
   JNU	
   is	
   targeted,	
   since	
   it	
   is	
   rejecting	
   the	
   RSS-­‐ideology,	
   according	
   to	
  
Ashutosh	
  
.	
  	
  
The	
   student	
   organizations	
   –	
   although	
   from	
   different	
   ideological	
   orientations	
   –	
   would	
   be	
  
branded	
   as	
   „anti-­‐national“.	
   One	
   would	
   only	
   think	
   in	
   binaries	
   of	
   „national	
   versus	
   anti-­‐
national“	
  and	
  „patriot	
  versus	
  traitor.“	
  With	
  regard	
  to	
  Modi's	
  failure	
  towards	
  his	
  big	
  electoral	
  
promises	
   the	
   government	
   –	
   largely	
   directed	
   by	
   the	
   RSS	
   –	
   is	
   attempting	
   a	
   Hinduisation	
   of	
  
India,	
  so	
  Ashutosh.	
  
	
  
Vir	
   Sanghvi,	
   a	
   well-­‐known	
   journalist	
   and	
   commentator	
   for	
   CNN	
   IBN,	
   observed:	
   „We	
   have	
  
now	
  the	
  2002	
  moment	
  ('genozide'	
  in	
  Gujarat	
  under	
  the	
  then	
  Modi-­‐state	
  government)	
  at	
  the	
  
national	
   level.	
   Dalits,	
  minoirities,	
  OBC's	
   and	
   also	
   bastions	
   of	
   liberal	
   Hindus	
   are	
   angry	
  with	
  
Modi.“	
  
	
  
The	
  NDTV	
  moderator	
  Bharka	
  Dutt,	
  desperate	
  with	
  folded	
  hands	
  and	
  close	
  to	
  tears,	
  said	
  in	
  a	
  
live	
  TV	
  show	
  –	
  with	
  uncontrolled	
  noise	
  and	
  disturbances,	
  notorious	
  the	
  RSS-­‐ideologue	
  and	
  
College-­‐“Professor“...	
  Rakesh	
  Sinha	
   -­‐	
   :	
  „We	
  have	
   forgotten	
  how	
  to	
  conduct	
  a	
  conversation.	
  
There	
  is	
  an	
  overreach	
  of	
  the	
  state.“	
  
	
  
Professor	
  Apoorvand	
  saw	
  insecurity	
  of	
  state	
  and	
  government	
   in	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  recent	
  events.	
  
Vir	
  Sanghvi	
  alleged,	
  that	
  the	
  police	
  would	
  increasingly	
  be	
  subjected	
  to	
  political	
  influence	
  and	
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appealed,	
   not	
   to	
   antagonize	
   students	
   unnecessarily.	
   A	
   student	
   activist	
   from	
   Hyderabad	
  
spoke	
  of	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  a	
  country-­‐wide	
  student	
  revolution.	
  
	
  
Dinesh	
   Trivedi,	
   Trinamool	
   Congress-­‐MP	
   in	
   the	
   Lok	
   Sabha	
   and	
   a	
   former	
   Railway	
   minister,	
  
observed	
  „a	
  myopic	
  version	
  of	
  nationalism,	
  accompanied	
  by	
  a	
  destruction	
  of	
  institutions.“	
  
	
  
The	
   famous	
   Professor	
   Ashish	
   Nandy	
   said:	
   „We	
   face	
   increasingly	
   developmental	
  
authoritarianism,	
  subverting	
  civil	
  liberties.“	
  
	
  
S.	
  Nihal	
  Singh,	
  a	
  journalist	
  with	
  more	
  than	
  five	
  decades	
  of	
  experience,	
  stated:	
  „For	
  the	
  BJP,	
  
JNU	
  is	
  a	
  test	
  case	
  in	
  what	
  can	
  be	
  described	
  as	
  the	
  saffronisation	
  of	
  India.“	
  
	
  
The	
   left-­‐leaning	
   Congress	
   MP	
   in	
   the	
   Rajya	
   Sabha,	
  Mani	
   Shankar	
   Aiyar,	
   a	
   former	
   Cabinet	
  
Minister	
  and	
  erstwhile	
  diplomat,	
  stated,	
  that	
  the	
  atmosphere	
  in	
  the	
  country	
  has	
  not	
  been	
  as	
  
worse	
  since	
  the	
  'Emergency'	
  between	
  1975	
  und	
  1977.	
  
	
  
Aiyar:	
  „The	
  consensus	
  between	
  the	
  major	
  parties	
  on	
  essential	
  questions	
  is	
  threatened.	
  There	
  
are	
  deep	
  differences	
  with	
  regard	
  to	
  the	
  feeling	
  of	
  unity	
  with	
  rifts	
  in	
  the	
  national	
  psychology.	
  
What	
   happened	
   till	
   now	
   below	
   the	
   surface	
   is	
   boiling	
   over.	
   It	
   is	
   an	
   ideological	
   challenge	
  
confronting	
   an	
   'hyper-­‐nationalism'	
  with	
   parallels	
  what	
   happened	
   under	
  Hitler.	
   Fortunately	
  
the	
  Constitution	
   is	
  protecting	
  us,	
  which	
   is	
  so	
  far	
  respected	
  by	
  the	
  ruling	
  establishment,	
  and	
  
the	
  deep	
  roots	
  of	
  our	
  civilisation.	
  
	
  
On	
  the	
  other	
  side,	
  violence	
  is	
  celebrated	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  rejection	
  of	
  	
  Mahatma	
  Gandhi	
  and	
  his	
  
thinking.	
   The	
   RSS	
   and	
   its	
   different	
   organizations	
   are	
   supporting	
   this	
   violence	
   advocating	
  
thinking	
   and	
   the	
   Prime	
  Minister	
   is	
   not	
   reacting.	
   This	
   political	
   polarisation	
   is	
   not	
   good	
   for	
  
society.	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  missing	
  everywhere	
  the	
  liberal	
  Atal	
  Bihari	
  Vajpayee,	
  since	
  he	
  would	
  have	
  contained	
  
this	
  thinking.	
  Years	
  ago	
  I	
  jokingly	
  said,	
  that	
  Narasimha	
  Rao	
  with	
  his	
  'soft	
  Hindutva'	
  was	
  the	
  
first	
  BJP-­‐Prime	
  Minister	
  and	
  Atal	
  Bihari	
  Vajpayee	
  the	
  last	
  Congress-­‐Prime	
  Minister.	
  One	
  more	
  
Modi	
  term	
  will	
  mean	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  India,	
  as	
  we	
  know	
  it“.	
  
	
  
Modi	
  dominates,	
  Rahul	
  Gandhi	
  improving	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  biggest	
  survey	
  in	
  97	
  Lok	
  Sabha	
  constituencies	
  between	
  the	
  24st	
  of	
  January	
  and	
  the	
  5th	
  
of	
  February	
  2016	
  the	
  NDA	
  could	
  maintain	
  its	
  positions	
  from	
  August	
  2015.	
  
	
  
The	
   NDA	
  would	
   gain	
   37%	
   (37%)	
   of	
   the	
   votes,	
   the	
   UPA	
   27%	
   (24%)	
   and	
   other	
   parties	
   36%	
  
(39%).	
  The	
  NDA	
  would	
  receive	
  286	
  seats	
  (2014:	
  335),	
  the	
  UPA	
  would	
  improve	
  to	
  110	
  seats	
  
(2014:	
  62)	
  and	
  others	
  gain	
  147	
  (2014:	
  146).	
  According	
  to	
  this	
  survey	
  the	
  NDA	
  would	
  slightly	
  
reduce	
  in	
  Northern	
  and	
  Western	
  parts	
  of	
  India.	
  	
  
	
  
Raj	
   Chengappa,	
   Executive	
   Editor	
   of	
   the	
   weekly	
   India	
   Today,	
   is	
   of	
   the	
   opinion	
   that	
   the	
  
Congress	
   is	
   in	
   an	
   upsurge.	
   Javed	
   Ansari,	
   also	
   India	
   Today:	
   „Rahul	
   Gandhi	
   has	
   become	
   the	
  
focal	
  point	
  and	
  has	
  gone	
  under	
  the	
  skin	
  of	
  the	
  Prime	
  Minister.“	
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The	
  earlier	
  electoral	
  researcher	
  Yogendra	
  Yadav	
  observed,	
  that	
  the	
  NDA	
  has	
  stabilized	
  since	
  
August	
  2015.	
  He	
   sees	
  an	
   inability	
  of	
   the	
  Congress	
  –	
  with	
   regard	
   to	
   the	
   failure	
   in	
  essential	
  
questions	
  on	
   the	
  part	
   of	
   the	
   government	
  –	
   to	
   conquer	
   the	
  existing	
   space,	
   although	
  Rahul	
  
Gandhi	
  is	
  without	
  doubt	
  more	
  visible.	
  He	
  envisages	
  no	
  worthwhile	
  upsurge	
  by	
  the	
  Congress.	
  
	
  
The	
  biggest	
  concerns	
  of	
  the	
  surveyed	
  citizens	
  are	
  price	
  rise	
  and	
  corruption	
  –	
  both	
  with	
  34%	
  -­‐	
  
followed	
  by	
  economics	
  and	
  terrorism	
  with	
  7%	
  each	
  and	
  security	
  of	
  women	
  with	
  	
  6%.	
  	
  
	
  
Yogendra	
  Yadav	
  opines,	
   that	
   it	
   is	
  not	
  so	
  much	
   inflation	
  than	
  the	
   lack	
  of	
  purchasing	
  power,	
  
which	
   is	
   determining	
   the	
   thinking	
   of	
   the	
   population.	
  He	
   referred	
   to	
   the	
   huge	
   discrepancy	
  
between	
   the	
   existential	
   situation	
   in	
   rural	
   areas	
   and	
   its	
   perception	
  by	
   the	
  mass	
  media.	
  He	
  
described	
  NDA	
  as	
  a	
  government	
  that	
  is	
  most	
  adverse	
  to	
  the	
  interests	
  of	
  farmers.	
  This	
  again	
  
would	
  indirectly	
  show,	
  that	
  Congress	
  is	
  an	
  inadequate	
  opposition.	
  
	
  
Yet,	
  according	
  to	
  this	
  survey,	
  the	
  BJP	
  is	
  perceived	
  by	
  44%	
  as	
  the	
  best	
  party	
  for	
  the	
  poor,	
  only	
  
25%	
  see	
  the	
  Congress	
  as	
  such.	
  Yadav	
  recognises	
  in	
  this	
  again	
  a	
  failure	
  of	
  the	
  Congress.	
  
	
  
40%	
   believe,	
   that	
   „good	
   days“	
   ('Aache	
   din')	
   	
   -­‐	
   as	
   promised	
   by	
  Modi	
   in	
   2014	
   –	
   are	
   taking	
  
place,	
  22%	
  see	
  no	
  difference	
  and	
  31%	
  say	
  „no“.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
53%	
  are	
  of	
  the	
  opinion,	
  that	
  the	
  return	
  of	
  illegal	
  money	
  from	
  foreign	
  accounts	
  to	
  India	
  was	
  
an	
  empty	
  promise,	
  33%	
  believe,	
  that	
  the	
  government	
  could	
  succeed.	
  
	
  
53%	
  support	
  the	
  „aspirational	
  slogan	
  Make	
  in	
  India“,	
  21%	
  see	
  it	
  as	
  a	
  failure.	
  
	
  
The	
  former	
  Congress-­‐cabinet	
  minister	
  Manish	
  Tewary	
  is	
  of	
  the	
  opinion	
  –	
  without	
  specifying	
  
it	
   in	
   detail	
   –	
   that	
   according	
   to	
   the	
   earlier	
  method	
   of	
   calculating	
   the	
   growth	
   of	
   the	
   Gross	
  
Domestic	
  Product,	
  the	
  GDP	
  would	
  be	
  rising	
  only	
  between	
  4	
  to	
  4.5%.	
  He	
  described	
  NDA	
  as	
  a	
  
government	
  for	
  	
  „crony-­‐capitalists.“	
  
	
  
Regarding	
   the	
   question,	
   if	
   intolerance	
   has	
   increased	
   under	
   the	
   Modi-­‐government,	
   40%	
  
answered	
  with	
  „Yes“,	
  23%	
  did	
  not	
  see	
  any	
  changes	
  and	
  31%	
  said	
  „No“.	
  
	
  
Interestingly	
  62%	
  said,	
  that	
  the	
  government	
  dealt	
  adequately	
  with	
  the	
  recent	
  terrorist	
  attack	
  
–	
  launched	
  from	
  Pakistan	
  -­‐	
  on	
  the	
  Indian	
  Airforce	
  base	
  in	
  Pathankot,	
  17%	
  said	
  it	
  did	
  not.	
  46%	
  
demand	
  from	
  the	
  government	
  not	
  to	
  speak	
  with	
  Pakistan.	
  	
  
	
  
Politicians	
  in	
  comparison	
  
	
  
40%	
  see	
  Narendra	
  Modi	
  as	
  the	
  best	
  choice	
  for	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  (August	
  2015:	
  37%),	
  22%	
  see	
  
Rahul	
  Gandhi	
  (August	
  2015:	
  8%)	
  and	
  11%	
  Sonia	
  Gandhi	
  (August	
  2015:	
  5%)	
  as	
  best	
  choices.	
  
	
  
32%	
   see	
  Rahul	
  Gandhi	
   as	
   the	
  best	
   alternative,	
   to	
   challenge	
  Modi,	
   15%	
  Sonia	
  Gandhi,	
   10%	
  
Arvind	
   Kejriwal,	
   8%	
  Nitish	
   Kumar	
   and	
   5%	
  Priyanka	
  Gandhi-­‐Vadra.	
   Amongst	
  Muslims	
  Rahul	
  
Gandhi	
  leads	
  with	
  38%	
  ahead	
  of	
  Modi	
  with	
  14%.	
  Yet	
  Modi	
  	
  is	
  far	
  ahead	
  amongst	
  Hindus.	
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58%	
  concede	
  Modi	
  a	
  good,	
  30%	
  an	
  average	
  and	
  9%	
  a	
  bad	
  performance.	
  20%	
  think,	
  there	
  are	
  
only	
  announcements	
  and	
  no	
  actions.	
  30%	
  see	
  Modi	
  as	
  an	
  average	
  Prime	
  Minister.	
  
	
  
41%	
  see	
  Rahul	
  Gandhi	
  as	
  the	
  best	
  possible	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Congress,	
  19%	
  Sonia	
  Gandhi,	
  8%	
  
Priyanka	
  Gandhi-­‐Vadra,	
  4%	
  the	
  former	
  Home-­‐	
  and	
  Finance	
  Minister	
  P.	
  Chidambaran	
  and	
  only	
  
2%	
  the	
  former	
  cabinet	
  minister	
  Madhavrao	
  Scindia	
  in	
  this	
  possible	
  position.	
  
	
  
51%	
   concede,	
   that	
   Rahul	
   Gandhi	
   could	
   revive	
   the	
   Congress,	
   26%	
   doubt	
   this.	
   43%	
  
interestingly	
  believe,	
  that	
  his	
  sister	
  Priyanka	
  Gandhi-­‐Vadra	
  should	
  replace	
  him.	
  
	
  
Raj	
   Chengappa,	
   who	
   recognizes	
   a	
   certain	
   sobering	
   perception	
   with	
   regard	
   to	
   Modi's	
  
performance,	
   recommends	
   to	
  Rahul	
  Gandhi	
   to	
   favour	
  decentralisation	
   and	
   to	
   improve	
  his	
  
image	
   amongst	
   the	
   „poor“,	
   thereby	
   formulating	
   a	
   „new	
   narrative“.	
   Yet,	
   Yogendra	
   Yadav	
  
thinks,	
  that	
  the	
  Congress	
  is	
  conceding	
  too	
  much	
  space	
  in	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  the	
  political	
  spectrum	
  
to	
  the	
  BJP.	
  
	
  
BJP-­‐spokesperson	
  GVL	
  Narasimha	
  Rao	
  insinuates,	
  that	
  the	
  values	
  for	
  Rahul	
  Gandhi	
  are	
  lower	
  
than	
  for	
  the	
  Congress	
  and	
  therefore	
  the	
  Congress-­‐crown-­‐prince	
  is	
  considered	
  as	
  an	
  asset	
  for	
  
the	
  BJP.	
  -­‐	
  	
  
	
  
38%	
  described	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  BJP-­‐President	
  Amit	
  Shah	
  as	
  good,	
  38%	
  as	
  average	
  and	
  8%	
  as	
  bad.	
  
	
  
Regarding	
  the	
  question,	
  who	
  was	
  the	
  best	
  Indian	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  of	
  all	
  times,	
  26%	
  voted	
  for	
  
Indira	
   Gandhi,	
   16%	
   for	
   Atal	
   Bihari	
   Vajpayee,	
   14%	
   for	
   Narendra	
  Modi,	
   12%	
   for	
   Jawaharlal	
  
Nehru	
  and	
  	
  7%	
  each	
  for	
  Lal	
  Bahadur	
  Shastri	
  and	
  Rajiv	
  Gandhi.	
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Part	
  II	
  India	
  -­‐	
  Foreign	
  Policy	
  Developments	
  

Dr	
  Joyce	
  Lobo	
  examines	
  the	
  visit	
  by	
  President	
  Hollande	
  to	
  India	
  wherein	
  the	
  talks	
  focused	
  on	
  
counter-­‐terrorism.	
  

President	
  Hollande	
  in	
  India	
  

India	
  has	
  for	
  the	
  last	
  18	
  years	
  built	
  a	
  Strategic	
  Partnership	
  with	
  France.	
  The	
  honour	
  of	
  being	
  
the	
  Chief	
  Guest	
  at	
  the	
  Republic	
  Day	
  parade	
  has	
  been	
  bestowed	
  five	
  times	
  on	
  French	
  leaders	
  
with	
   the	
   latest	
   being	
   the	
   French	
   military	
   contingent	
   participating	
   in	
   the	
   parade,	
   a	
   first	
  
honour	
  for	
  any	
  country	
  to	
  do	
  so.	
  

PM	
   Narendra	
  Modi	
   visited	
   France	
   in	
   April	
   last	
   year	
   and	
   President	
   Francois	
   Hollande	
   visit	
  
comes	
  within	
  a	
  year	
  symbolizing	
   friendship	
  and	
  trust,	
   the	
  two	
  reasons	
  as	
  to	
  why	
   India	
  has	
  
extended	
   these	
   rare	
   honours.	
   Both	
   countries	
   have	
   intensified	
   interactions	
   at	
   the	
   G20	
  UN	
  
General	
  Assembly	
  and	
  at	
  the	
  COP	
  21	
  in	
  Paris.	
  The	
  interactions	
  are	
  also	
  done	
  with	
  the	
  aim	
  to	
  
garner	
  support	
  for	
  reform	
  of	
  the	
  UN	
  and	
  India’s	
  candidature	
  for	
  a	
  permanent	
  membership	
  to	
  
its	
  Security	
  Council.	
  

Hollande’s	
  visit	
  has	
  zeroed	
  the	
  focus	
  on	
  terrorism,	
  defence,	
  nuclear	
  and	
  commerce	
  areas	
  of	
  
the	
   bilateral	
   relations.	
   About	
   14	
   agreements	
   and	
  MoUs	
   were	
   signed.	
   At	
   the	
   India-­‐France	
  
Business	
   Summit	
   in	
   Chandigarh	
   16	
  MoUs	
   	
   were	
   signed	
   in	
   the	
   fields	
   of	
   sustainable	
   urban	
  
development	
  (Smart	
  Cities),	
  urban	
  sector	
  development,	
  solar	
  etc.	
  Some	
  of	
  the	
  joint	
  ventures	
  
aim	
  to	
  be	
  within	
  the	
  ‘Make	
  in	
  India’	
   initiative.	
  Bilateral	
  trade	
  so	
  far	
  has	
  been	
  around	
  US$	
  8	
  
billion.	
  However	
   the	
   business	
   summit	
   has	
   aimed	
   to	
   build	
   private	
   partnerships	
   to	
   enhance	
  
commercial	
  relations.	
  

Civil	
  Nuclear	
  Cooperation:	
  With	
  France	
  India	
  has	
  developed	
  Civil	
  Nuclear	
  Cooperation	
  with	
  a	
  
global	
  aim	
  to	
  fight	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  to	
  build	
  energy	
  security.	
  As	
  per	
  the	
  Agreement	
  on	
  the	
  
Development	
   of	
   Peaceful	
   Uses	
   of	
   Nuclear	
   Energy	
   (2008),	
   both	
   sides	
   encouraged	
   their	
  
respective	
   industries	
  to	
  conclude	
  techno-­‐commercial	
  negotiations	
  by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  2016.	
  This	
  
will	
   lead	
  to	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  six	
  nuclear	
  power	
  reactor	
  units	
  at	
   Jaitapur	
   in	
  Maharashtra.	
  
The	
  negotiations	
  are	
  focusing	
  on	
  cost	
  feasibility,	
  French	
  financing,	
  on	
  transfer	
  of	
  technology	
  
and	
  localization	
  of	
  manufacturing	
  in	
  India	
  for	
  large	
  and	
  critical	
  components.	
  This	
  cooperation	
  
is	
   to	
  give	
  boost	
   to	
   the	
   ‘Make	
   in	
   India’	
   initiative.	
  	
  A	
  roadmap	
  to	
  discuss	
  all	
   these	
   issues	
  has	
  
been	
  agreed	
  to	
  with	
  an	
  aim	
  to	
  begin	
  the	
  implementation	
  in	
  early	
  2017.	
  

One	
  of	
   the	
  areas	
  that	
  both	
  countries	
  are	
  working	
  at	
   is	
   India's	
  accession	
  to	
  the	
  multilateral	
  
export	
  control	
  regimes,	
  namely,	
  the	
  Nuclear	
  Suppliers	
  Group	
   (NSG),	
  the	
  Missile	
  Technology	
  
Control	
  Regime	
  (MTCR),	
  the	
  Australia	
  Group,	
  and	
  the	
  Wassenaar	
  Arrangement.	
  

Second,	
   France	
   and	
   India	
  underlined	
   their	
   support	
   for	
   negotiations	
  on	
   the	
  Fissile	
  Material	
  
Cut-­‐Off	
   Treaty	
   (FMCT)	
   on	
   the	
   basis	
   of	
   the	
   Shannon	
  mandate,	
   which	
   remains	
   an	
   essential	
  
foundation	
  for	
  progress	
  on	
  the	
  issue	
  in	
  the	
  Conference	
  on	
  Disarmament.	
  	
  

On	
  Terrorism:	
  A	
   separate	
   joint	
   statement	
  on	
   ‘Counter-­‐terrorism’	
  was	
   issued	
   to	
  denote	
   the	
  
close	
   cooperation	
   on	
   terrorism.	
   This	
   however	
   does	
   not	
   amount	
   to	
   building	
   an	
   offensive	
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partnership	
  like	
  the	
  NATO	
  countries	
  are	
  engaged	
  in.	
  This	
  provides	
  a	
  common	
  understanding	
  
between	
  New	
  Delhi	
  and	
  Paris	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  developing	
  exchanges	
  in	
  the	
  fields	
  of	
  intelligence,	
  
finance,	
  justice	
  and	
  police.	
  Both	
  sides	
  urged	
  for	
  action	
  against	
  terror	
  groups	
  like	
  Lashkar-­‐e-­‐
Tayibba,	
   Jaish-­‐e-­‐Mohammad,	
   Hizb-­‐ul-­‐Mujahideen,	
   Haqqani	
   Network	
   and	
   other	
   terrorist	
  
groups	
  such	
  as	
  Al	
  Qaeda.	
  Also	
  the	
  document	
  deals	
  with	
  the	
  menace	
  of	
  terrorism	
  in	
  general	
  
to	
  suggest	
   that	
   it	
  needs	
   to	
  be	
  tackled	
  globally.	
  Both	
  sides	
  called	
  Pakistan	
  to	
  prosecute	
  the	
  
masterminds	
  of	
  the	
  November	
  2008	
  terrorist	
  attacks	
  in	
  Mumbai.	
  

Security	
   cooperation:	
  Cooperation	
   on	
   terrorism	
   is	
   also	
   extended	
   to	
   areas	
   like	
   homeland	
  
security,	
   cyber	
   security,	
   Special	
   Forces	
   and	
   intelligence-­‐sharing	
   to	
   fight	
   against	
   criminal	
  
networks	
   which	
   have	
   become	
   new	
   frontiers	
   to	
   the	
   existing	
   strategic	
   partnership.	
   This	
  
January	
   also	
   saw	
   the	
   first	
   dialogue	
   being	
   held	
   on	
  Maritime	
   Security	
   in	
   the	
   Indian	
   Ocean	
  
Region	
  (Jan.	
  14-­‐15,	
  2016).	
  

Cooperation	
  on	
  defence	
  was	
  agreed	
  to	
  in	
  2006	
  which	
  has	
  been	
  extended	
  for	
  about	
  another	
  
10	
  years.	
  This	
  cooperation	
  has	
  not	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  give	
  boost	
  to	
  co-­‐production	
  between	
  both	
  
the	
   countries	
   rather	
   the	
   buyer-­‐seller	
   relation	
   has	
   been	
   firmed	
  with	
   the	
   conclusion	
   of	
   the	
  
Inter-­‐governmental	
   Agreement	
   (IGA)	
   on	
   the	
   acquisition	
   of	
   36	
   Rafale	
   fighter	
   aircrafts.	
  
However,	
  France	
  has	
  assured	
  its	
  commitment	
  to	
  manufacturing	
  within	
  India.	
  

Other	
   areas	
   of	
   cooperation:	
  Both	
   countries	
   have	
   shown	
   keen	
   interest	
   on	
   two	
   correlated	
  
areas—climate	
  change	
  and	
  sustainable	
  development.	
  Both	
  sides	
  have	
  agreed	
  to	
  collaborate	
  
in	
  terms	
  of	
  sustainable	
  development	
  and	
  energy	
  at	
  all	
  levels,	
  from	
  governments	
  to	
  company	
  
levels	
   that	
   meet	
   the	
   goals	
   of	
   the	
   Paris	
   Agreement	
   adopted	
   at	
   the	
   COP-­‐21.	
   One	
   of	
   the	
  
initiatives	
  has	
  been	
  the	
  International	
  Solar	
  Alliance	
  (ISA)	
  and	
  the	
  inauguration	
  of	
  its	
  interim	
  
Secretariat	
  during	
  Hollande’s	
  visit.	
  France	
  has	
  agreed	
  with	
  India	
  to	
  undertake	
  joint	
  research,	
  
development,	
   financing,	
  technology	
   innovation	
  and	
   in	
  diffusing	
  clean	
  energy	
  and	
  efficiency	
  
solutions	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  ISA.	
  In	
  terms	
  of	
  renewable	
  energy,	
  two	
  MoUs	
  were	
  signed	
  between	
  
CEA	
   (French	
  Alternative	
   Energies	
   and	
  Atomic	
   Energy	
  Commission),	
   Crompton	
  Greaves	
   and	
  
Green	
  Ventures.	
  

In	
   line	
  with	
   the	
   commitment	
   to	
   sustainable	
   development,	
   3	
  MoUs	
  were	
   signed	
   to	
   extend	
  
technical	
  assistance	
   to	
  develop	
  Chandigarh,	
  Nagpur	
  and	
  Puducherry	
  as	
  Smart	
  Cities.	
  Other	
  
areas	
   that	
   both	
   sides	
   have	
   looked	
   for	
   are	
  water	
   and	
   sanitation,	
   semi	
   high-­‐speed	
   rail	
   and	
  
station	
  development,	
  space,	
  etc.	
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Part	
  III	
  South	
  Asia	
  	
  

Dr	
   Joyce	
   Lobo	
   analyses	
   the	
   tensions	
   that	
   erupted	
   with	
   the	
   promulgation	
   of	
   the	
   Nepal	
  
Constitution	
  and	
  how	
  PM	
  Oli’s	
  visit	
  to	
  India	
  has	
  eased	
  the	
  same.	
  	
  

India	
  and	
  Nepal:	
  Oli	
  establishes	
  ties	
  with	
  the	
  neighbour	
  

One	
   of	
   the	
   much	
   awaited	
   visits	
   by	
   foreign	
   heads	
   took	
   place	
   (Feb.	
   19	
   to	
   23)	
   with	
   Prime	
  
Minister	
   K.	
   P.	
   Sharma	
   Oli	
   of	
   Nepal	
   choosing	
   India	
   as	
   his	
   first	
   destination	
   over	
   China.	
  
However,	
   this	
   has	
   not	
   received	
  much	
  media	
   coverage	
  with	
   the	
   affair	
   being	
  maintained	
   as	
  
low	
  key.	
  	
  

Oli	
  became	
  the	
  PM	
  in	
  October	
  last	
  year	
  from	
  the	
  Communist	
  Party	
  of	
  Nepal-­‐Unified	
  Marxist-­‐
Leninist	
   (CPN-­‐UML).	
   His	
   party	
   alongwith	
   other	
   key	
   political	
   parties	
  were	
   able	
   to	
   steer	
   the	
  
Constituent	
   Assembly	
   to	
   promulgate	
   the	
   Constitution	
   in	
   Nepal	
   (Sept.,	
   2015)	
   which	
   led	
   to	
  
dual	
   tensions—at	
   home	
   and	
   with	
   its	
   neighbour	
   India.	
   This	
   led	
   to	
   the	
   deterioration	
   of	
  
bonhomie	
  that	
  both	
  India	
  and	
  Nepal	
  enjoyed	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  that	
  the	
  diplomatic	
  vacuum	
  was	
  
filled	
  by	
  an	
  eager	
  China.	
   The	
  entry	
  of	
  China	
  has	
  acted	
   to	
  a	
   certain	
  extent	
  as	
   limitation	
  on	
  
Modi’s	
  grand	
  designs	
  for	
  a	
  ‘neighbours	
  first’	
  foreign	
  policy.	
  	
  

The	
   constitutional	
   amendments	
   by	
   the	
   Oli	
   government	
   are	
   attempted	
   to	
   address	
   the	
  
concerns	
  of	
  the	
  Madhesi	
  community—largely	
  of	
  Indian	
  origin.	
  The	
  Madhesis	
  had	
  induced	
  a	
  
blockade	
  of	
  key	
  border	
  trade	
  points	
  with	
  India	
  which	
  affected	
  crucial	
  supplies	
  that	
  included	
  
fuel	
  and	
  medicines.	
  The	
  blockade	
  at	
  the	
  Raxaul-­‐Birgun	
  point,	
  which	
  accounts	
  for	
  about	
  70%	
  
of	
  the	
  bilateral	
  trade,	
  was	
  not	
   lifted	
  when	
  other	
  trade	
  points	
  were	
  freed.	
  The	
  lifting	
  of	
  the	
  
blockade	
  at	
  the	
  Raxaul-­‐Birgun	
  point	
  has	
  been	
  the	
  card	
  that	
  was	
  played	
  against	
  India	
  for	
  Oli	
  
to	
  make	
  New	
  Delhi	
  the	
  first	
  destination	
  over	
  China.	
  The	
  reason	
  why	
  the	
  blockade	
  was	
  lifted	
  
at	
   this	
  point	
   is	
  not	
  clear	
   though	
  the	
   reasons	
  cited	
  are	
  unrest	
  among	
  the	
  Nepalis	
  and	
   India	
  
being	
  blamed	
  for	
  the	
  humanitarian	
  crisis.	
  	
  

The	
  problem	
  erupted	
  when	
  the	
  interests	
  of	
  the	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  southern	
  plain	
  of	
  Nepal—the	
  
Madhesis—were	
  not	
  accommodated	
  as	
  per	
  their	
  wishes	
   in	
  the	
  newly	
  written	
  Constitution.	
  
The	
  Oli	
  administration	
  lost	
  control	
  of	
  the	
  situation	
  at	
  home	
  which	
  has	
  been	
  to	
  the	
  detriment	
  
to	
   India’s	
   good	
   relations	
   with	
   Kathmandu.	
   India’s	
   reservations	
   on	
   the	
   new	
   Nepal	
  
Constitution	
  acted	
  as	
  an	
  indirect	
  support	
  to	
  the	
  Madhesi	
  cause.	
  This	
  stoked	
  the	
  ire	
  (towards	
  
India)	
  of	
   the	
   left	
  parties	
  who	
  are	
  also	
  part	
  of	
   the	
   ruling	
  elite	
   in	
  Nepal.	
  The	
  way	
   the	
  entire	
  
episode	
  has	
  been	
  handled	
  by	
   India	
  has	
   led	
   to	
   its	
   criticism	
  on	
   the	
   true	
   intent	
  of	
   extending	
  
support	
  that	
  it	
  had	
  reiterated	
  at	
  every	
  forum	
  and	
  every	
  bilateral	
  visit	
  to	
  the	
  ‘making	
  of	
  the	
  
Constitution	
  of	
  Nepal’	
  and	
  its	
  overall	
  ‘development’.	
  

The	
   Madhesis	
   have	
   been	
   represented	
   by	
   the	
   United	
   Madhesi	
   Democratic	
   Front	
   (UMDF)	
  
when	
  the	
  latter	
  met	
  External	
  Affairs	
  Minister	
  Sushma	
  Swaraj.	
  They	
  reiterated	
  their	
  demand	
  
for	
   a	
   single	
  Madhes	
   province	
   stretching	
   from	
  Mechi	
   in	
   the	
   east	
   to	
  Mahakali	
   in	
   the	
  west.	
  
These	
   gestures	
   of	
   accommodating	
   domestic	
   civil	
   society	
   groups	
  within	
   India	
   for	
   a	
   patient	
  
hearing	
   sends	
   wrong	
   signals	
   that	
   the	
  Madhesis	
   enjoy	
   external	
   support	
   and	
   the	
   blockade	
  
problems	
   are	
   attributed	
   more	
   to	
   India	
   than	
   to	
   the	
   incompetence	
   of	
   the	
   Nepal	
   political	
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leadership.	
  The	
  UMDF	
  also	
  met	
  Lalu	
  Prasad	
  Yadav	
  of	
   the	
  Rashtriya	
   Janata	
  Dal	
  party	
  along	
  
with	
  its	
  Vice	
  President	
  Raghuvansh	
  Prasad	
  Singh	
  to	
  mobilise	
  support	
  from	
  the	
  Grand	
  Alliance	
  
that	
   is	
   ruling	
   Bihar.	
   These	
   actions	
   have	
   generated	
   more	
   ire	
   of	
   Nepal	
   towards	
   India	
   for	
  
internal	
  interference.	
  

Modi-­‐Oli	
  Talks:	
  

The	
  aim	
  of	
  Oli’s	
  visit	
  has	
  been	
  to	
  foster	
  goodwill	
  and	
  to	
  maintain	
  good	
  relations	
  with	
  India	
  by	
  
way	
  of	
  clearing	
  misunderstandings	
  that	
  have	
  mounted	
  since	
  September	
  last	
  year.	
  The	
  official	
  
bilateral	
   talks	
   were	
   held	
   on	
   Feb.,	
   20	
   focusing	
   specifically	
   on	
   developmental	
   assistance,	
  
energy	
  and	
  connectivity.	
  About	
  seven	
  accords	
  were	
  signed.	
  Oli	
  took	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  brief	
  
India	
   on	
   the	
   amended	
   Constitution	
   along	
   with	
   the	
   measures	
   undertaken	
   recently	
   by	
   his	
  
government	
  towards	
  the	
  Madhesi	
  cause.	
  

In	
  terms	
  of	
  connectivity,	
  both	
  sides	
  have	
  signed	
  a	
  MoU	
  on	
  strengthening	
  road	
  infrastructure	
  
by	
  way	
  of	
  completing	
  the	
  remaining	
  work	
  on	
  17	
  Roads	
  under	
  the	
  Terai	
  Road	
  Phase-­‐I	
  project.	
  
Secondly,	
   two	
   letters	
   of	
   exchange	
   were	
   signed	
   on	
   road	
   transit	
   routes	
   and	
   rail	
   transport.	
  
These	
  will	
  help	
   in	
  simplifying	
  modalities	
  for	
  road	
  and	
  rail	
   transit	
   from	
  Nepal	
  to	
  Bangladesh	
  
via	
  India.	
  Also	
  they	
  will	
   facilitate	
  the	
  operationalisation	
  of	
  the	
  Visakhapatnam	
  port	
  and	
  the	
  
rail	
   transport	
   between	
   Nepal	
   and	
   Visakhapatnam.	
   This	
   will	
   enable	
   Nepal	
   to	
   avoid	
   the	
  
congested	
  Kolkata	
  port	
  and	
  the	
  high	
  detention	
  charges	
  for	
  late	
  cargo	
  clearance.	
  

Also	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  energy,	
  both	
  sides	
  inaugurated	
  the	
  Muzaffarpur-­‐Dhalkebar	
  transmission	
  line	
  
which	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  augmented	
  subsequently	
  over	
  the	
  next	
  two	
  years.	
  

One	
  of	
  the	
  MoUs	
  has	
  a	
  utilization	
  of	
  US$	
  250	
  million	
  Grant	
  component	
  of	
  India’s	
  Assistance	
  
package	
   for	
  Post-­‐earthquake	
   reconstruction.	
   India	
  had	
  pledged	
  $1	
  billion	
  aid	
   ($250	
  million	
  
comes	
   as	
   aid	
   and	
   rest	
   $750	
   million	
   is	
   soft	
   loan)	
   during	
   the	
   International	
   Conference	
   on	
  
Nepal's	
   Reconstruction	
   in	
   June	
   last	
   year.	
   This	
   aid	
  will	
   be	
   used	
   in	
   areas	
   of	
   housing,	
   health,	
  
education	
  and	
  cultural	
  heritage.	
  Talks	
  emphasized	
  that	
  the	
  expedition	
  of	
  reconstruction	
  was	
  
the	
   need	
   of	
   the	
   hour.	
   In	
   this	
   context,	
   Oli	
   visited	
   Bhuj	
   (Gujarat)	
   to	
   understand	
   the	
  
reconstruction	
  work	
  done	
  since	
  the	
  2001	
  devastating	
  earthquake.	
  

Also	
   in	
   order	
   to	
   enhance	
   bilateral	
   ties	
   especially	
   to	
   build	
   people-­‐to-­‐people	
   contacts,	
   an	
  
Eminent	
  Persons	
  Group	
  has	
  been	
  established	
  as	
  agreed	
  in	
  July	
  2014.	
  

Oli	
   pressed	
   his	
   counterpart	
   on	
   Nepal’s	
   need	
   for	
  more	
   transmission	
   lines,	
   need	
   for	
   Indian	
  
investments	
  in	
  Nepal,	
  the	
  quick	
  execution	
  of	
  the	
  hydel	
  projects,	
  etc.	
  So	
  far	
  India	
  constitutes	
  
46%	
  of	
  all	
  investment	
  in	
  Nepal.	
  

The	
   visit	
   has	
   tried	
   to	
   assuage	
   the	
   tensions	
   that	
   had	
   mounted	
   for	
   the	
   last	
   five	
   months.	
  
However,	
   it	
  needs	
   to	
  be	
   seen	
  as	
   to	
  how	
  the	
  Madhesi	
   cause	
  will	
  be	
   further	
  addressed	
  and	
  
how	
   India	
   will	
   act	
   on	
   its	
   support	
   without	
   upsetting	
   the	
   Nepal	
   political	
   leadership	
   and	
   its	
  
people.	
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Part	
  IV:	
  Documentation	
  

India-­‐France	
  Joint	
  Statement	
  on	
  the	
  occasion	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  Visit	
  of	
  President	
  Francois	
  
Hollande	
  of	
  the	
  French	
  Republic	
  to	
  India	
  (January	
  25.	
  2016)	
  

!"#$"%&'()*'(+,- 	
  

1.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  State	
  Visit	
  of	
  the	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  French	
  Republic	
  Mr.	
  François	
  Hollande	
  to	
  India	
  
andhis	
   presence	
   as	
   the	
   Chief	
   Guest	
   at	
   India's	
   67th	
   Republic	
   Day	
   celebrations	
   is	
   a	
   special	
  
occasion	
  for	
  India	
  to	
  warmly	
  receive	
  a	
  trusted	
  and	
  valued	
  friend.	
  This	
  is	
  President	
  Hollande's	
  
!"#$%&'()*)"'+,!,)')$'-%&,*'*%&')."'/,/).'),0"').*)'*'12"%#.'3"*&'$/'()*)"'$2'4$5"2%0"%)'.*!'
!""#$ %#&%'"($ )*$ '+"$ ,+%"-$ ./"*'$ 0#$ 1#(%)2*$ 3"4/!5%6$ 7)8$ 6"5"!9)'%0#*:$ ;)<%#=$ >9!"#$% &'$%
country	
  that	
  has	
  been	
  extended	
  this	
  honour	
  the	
  highest	
  number	
  of	
  times	
  so	
  far.	
  

!"#$%&%$'()*+%*,%,-./01$2.3%&01%4-5$4%)/46//0%42/%46*%7*504-./$8%901.&%6.++%2*0*5-%:-&07/%.0%
!"#$ %&"'$ ()*+,-!.$ /01$ 20304)$ "'35+6'$ "')$ *03"!.!*0"!57$ 58$ 0$ 93)7.'$ :!-!"031! !"#$%#&'#$()
!"#$%&'()"%*+',-+'.$)/,'*01%,)2',0')+*+$3+'/1*-'"%'-0%01)4	
  

!"#$%&'()(*&*+,%)&-.+/%&0(0%&120*$)&+3*%4&54(1%&6(0()*%4&627(8)&)9//%))39.&'()(*&*2&:4+0/%&(0&
April	
  2015.	
  It	
  builds	
  on	
  the	
  close	
  interactions	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  leaders	
  at	
  the	
  G20	
  meeting!in	
  
November	
  2014	
  in	
  Brisbane,	
  the	
  UN	
  General	
  Assembly	
  in	
  September	
  2015	
  and	
  at	
  the	
  COP	
  21	
  
in	
   November	
   2015	
   in	
   Paris	
   and	
   underscores	
   their	
   shared	
   commitment	
   to	
   intensifying	
   and	
  
strengthening	
  the	
  close	
  and	
  longstanding	
  strategic	
  partnership	
  between	
  India	
  and	
  France.	
  	
  

I.	
  Strategic	
  Partnership	
  

4.India	
  and	
  France	
  share	
  foundational	
  values	
  of	
   individual	
   liberty,	
  human	
  rights,	
  rule	
  of	
   law	
  
and	
   value	
   their	
   independence	
   and	
   strategic	
   autonomy.	
   As	
   Strategic	
   Partners,	
   the	
   two	
  
countries	
  share	
  converging	
  views	
  on	
  key	
  regional	
  and	
  global	
   issues	
  and	
  continue	
  to	
  consult	
  
each	
  other	
  closely	
  on	
  strategic	
  and	
  security	
  matters	
  of	
  mutual	
  interest.	
  

5.India	
  and	
  France	
  reiterate	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  urgent	
  reform	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  Nations,	
   including	
  its	
  
Security	
  Council,	
   through	
  an	
  expansion	
   in	
  both	
  categories	
  of	
  membership,	
  to	
  make	
   it	
  more	
  
representative	
   of	
   the	
   contemporary	
   world.	
   France	
   reaffirmed	
   its	
   support	
   for	
   India’s	
  
candidature	
   for	
   a	
   permanent	
   membership	
   of	
   the	
   UN	
   Security	
   Council.	
   The	
   two	
   countries	
  
!"#$%&"'( )*"( +%,!-,'( &%."&"/)( %/( )*"( 01 sue	
   of	
  United	
  Nations	
   reforms	
   to	
   the	
   stage	
   of	
  
text-­‐based	
   negotiations	
   and	
   the	
   important	
   role	
   played	
   by	
   France	
   in	
   this	
   process.	
   The	
   two	
  
Leaders	
  welcomed	
   the	
  constructive	
  discussions	
  at	
   the	
   recent	
  bilateral	
   consultations	
  on	
  UN	
  
issues	
   on	
   22	
   January	
   2016	
   and	
  w!"#$%!&' ()!' #$*+!,-!*#!' $.' +/!01' $*' %23$,' ,!-/$*2"' 4'
international	
  issues.	
  

6.France	
  and	
  India	
  share	
  common	
  concerns	
  and	
  objectives	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  non-­‐proliferation	
  of	
  
weapons	
   of	
   mass	
   destruction.	
   In	
   order	
   to	
   strengthen	
   global	
   non-­‐proliferation	
   and	
   export	
  
control	
   regimes,	
   France	
   and	
   India	
   committed	
   to	
   continue	
   to	
   work	
   jointly	
   towards	
   India's	
  
accession	
   to	
   the	
  multilateral	
   export	
   control	
   regimes,	
   namely,	
   the	
  Nuclear	
   Suppliers	
   Group	
  
(NSG),	
   the	
   Missile	
   Technology	
   Control	
   Regime	
   (MTCR),	
   the	
   Australia	
   Group,	
   and	
   the	
  
!"##$%""&' (&&"%)$*$%+,' -&"%.$' &$"//0&*$1' 0+#' #+&2%)' "%1' ".+03$' #4552&+' +2' 640710%)'
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consensus	
  among	
  regimes’	
  members	
  on	
  this	
  issue,	
  recognizing	
  that	
  India’s	
  accession	
  will	
  add	
  
!"#$%& '(& ')%& "*+,& "-.& (/0%1'*!%,& (2& ')%,%& 3%4*+%,5& 6-.*"& "-.& 73"-1%& $-.%3,1(3!"# $%!&'#
!"#"$%&'(#&)'* #)* (+,&"-"* #,"* (++"..&)'* )/* 0'!&(* #)* #,"* 123* &'* 45678* 9$('+"* ('!* 0'!&(*
underlined	
   their	
   support	
   for	
   negotiations	
   on	
   the	
   Fissile	
  Material	
   Cut-­‐!""#$%&'()# *+,-$.# /0#
the	
  basis	
  of	
   the	
  Shannon	
  mandate,	
  which	
   remains	
  an	
  essential	
   foundation	
   for	
  progress	
  on	
  
the	
  issue	
  in	
  the	
  Conference	
  on	
  Disarmament.	
  	
  

Security	
  	
  

!"#$%&'( '$%( )*'$+,( *,&-,*'-,%( -.,&*( +/00&-0,$-( -/( +/1$-,*( -,**/*&20( '$%( 3,4+/0,%( -.,(
separate	
  joint	
  statement	
  on	
  Counter-­‐terrorism	
  cooperation	
  issued	
  by	
  the	
  two	
  sides.	
  

8.The	
   President	
  of	
   France	
   and	
   the	
   Prime	
  Minister	
   of	
   India	
   agreed	
   to	
   intensify	
   cooperation	
  
!"#$""%& #'"& (%)*+%& +%)& ,-"%.'& /".0-*#1& 23-."/& *%& #'"& 2*"4)/& 32& '35"4+%)& /".0-*#16& .1!"-&
!"#$%&'()*+,"#&-.*/0%#"!*-12*&1'"..&3"1#"-­‐sharing	
  to	
  fight	
  against	
  criminal	
  networks	
  and	
  tackl!"
!"#$%&''&($!")#*!$&+$!#))&),-'.$/"#0$1&&2#3$+&)4*)3$!&$#*)10$%&(%15-,&($&+$*($67)##'#(!$
on	
  Prevention	
  of	
  Consumption	
  of	
   Illicit	
  Drugs	
  &	
  Psychotropic	
  Substances	
  between	
   the	
   two	
  
countries	
  and	
  expressed	
  hope	
  that	
  cooperation	
  in	
  this	
  field	
  will	
  also	
  lead	
  to	
  the	
  disruption	
  of	
  
terrorist	
  financing	
  structures.	
  

!"#$%& '%()%*+& ('+,& -%'.,/%)& 0$%& 12*+0-­‐ever	
   bilateral	
   dialogue	
   on	
  Maritime	
   Security	
   in	
   the	
  
!"#$%"& '()%"& *)+$,"& -).#& ,"& /0-­‐!"# $%&'%()# *&# +%(*,# -.*/.# 0%123# 4.2# -%)# 56(# 2&.%&/23#
!""#$%&'(")*()*+&()'&()(),*'-$*. !"#$%&'"&(#!-­‐lanes	
  for	
  trade	
  and	
  communications,	
  countering	
  
!"#$!"%#&!$'($)*%&+,$&-.$/&%*!*/#$!#%%'%*0/1$/&%*!*/#$.'/&*-$&2&%#-#00$&-.$('0!#%*-3$!%&.#$
and	
  economic	
  links	
  in	
  the	
  Indian	
  Ocean	
  Region.	
  	
  

Defence	
  

!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !The	
  Leaders	
  noted	
  with	
  satisfaction,	
  that	
  the	
  bilateral	
  Agreement	
  on	
  Defence	
  
Cooperation	
   concluded	
   in	
   2006	
   has	
   advanced	
   cooperation	
   in	
   defence	
   cooperation,	
  
!"#$%&'(#)*+",-,."&/+.)$+$,0,1#!2,)'+.)$+!"#&%",2,)'+#3+$,3,)&,+2.',"(.14+5/,+'6#+-($,-+
agreed	
  that	
  the	
  Agreement	
  on	
  Defence	
  Co!"#$%&'!()*'++),#)#-&#(.#.)/!$)%(!&0#$)&#()1#%$23	
  

11.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !The	
  Leaders	
  stressed	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  joint	
  military	
  exercises.	
  They	
  welcomed	
  
the	
  successful	
  air	
  exercise	
  Garuda	
   in	
   June	
  2014	
  and	
  naval	
  exercise	
  Varuna	
   in	
  April	
  2015,	
   in	
  
!"#$"%&"'%()'nch	
  carrier	
   strike	
  group	
  participated.	
  They	
  welcomed	
   the	
   latest	
   round	
  of	
   the	
  
!"#$%&'()(*+&,('"(-.'&/'0/.&#'1*23'4-­‐20	
  January	
  which	
  brought	
  out	
  useful	
  operational	
  lessons	
  
!"#$%&'$%("$)#*+',-$',.'/+0112$+3$/"43%'#+35$%'##"#+,*6$7&'$8'09'#,$('1/"*'9$%&'$."#%$call	
  at	
  
Toulon	
   by	
   the	
   Indian	
   Naval	
   Ship	
   Trikand	
   in	
   September	
   2015,	
   and	
   the	
   conduct	
   of	
   a	
   joint	
  
!"!#$%&!' ()' !*+,*$!' %*(!#)-!#,.%/%(0' .!(1!!*' (+!' (1)' *,2%!&3' 4+!' 5#!*$+' 67/(%-­‐mission	
  
!"#$%&'( )"*+',-'( .#//( 0%"&#-#0%&'( #,( &1'( 2,&'",%&#*,%/( 3/''&( 4'+#'.( %&( 5#6%7hapatnam	
   in	
  
!"#$%&$'()*+,-	
  

12.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   !"#$%&'$ (#)*#+,$ -.*#+/0.#*$%"#$ /'.1$"0,%'+2$ '3$4''5#+)%0'.$6#%&##.$7+).4#$
and	
   India	
   in	
   the	
   defence	
   sector	
   and	
   acknowledged	
   the	
   strong	
   commitment	
   of	
   French	
  
!"#$%&'()*+"*#%&,-%!+,.'&/*'&*0&1'%2*34(5*!%66(1*-".!further	
  intensification	
  of	
  cooperation	
  in	
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agreed	
  areas,	
  including	
  collaboration	
  in	
  defence	
  technologies,	
  research	
  and	
  development.	
  In	
  
response	
  to	
  the	
  new	
  emphasis	
  on	
  defence	
  manufacturing	
  by	
  the	
  Government	
  of	
  India,	
  they	
  
encouraged	
   their	
   respective	
   business	
   enterprises	
   to	
   enter	
   into	
   arrangements	
   for	
   co-­‐
development	
  and	
  co-­‐!"#$%&'(#)*#+*$,+,)&,*,-%(!.,)'*()*/)$(01*()&2%$()3*'"0)4+,"*#+*5)#6-­‐
how	
   and	
   technologies.	
   The	
   Leaders	
   also	
  welcomed	
   various	
   joint	
   ventures	
   between	
   Indian	
  
and	
   French	
   companies	
   already	
   underway	
   and	
   pledged	
   their	
   support	
   to	
   public	
   and	
   private	
  
enterprises	
  for	
  intensifying	
  cooperation	
  in	
  this	
  field.	
  

13.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   The	
   two	
   Leaders	
   welcomed	
   the	
   conclusion	
   of	
   the	
   Inter-­‐!"#$%&'$&()*+
Agreement	
  (IGA)	
  on	
  the	
  acquisition	
  of	
  36	
  Rafale	
  fighter	
  aircrafts	
  in	
  flyaway	
  condition,	
  except	
  
for	
  some	
  financial	
  issues	
  relating	
  to	
  the	
  IGA	
  which	
  they	
  agreed	
  must	
  be	
  resolved	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  
possible.	
  

14.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  two	
  leaders	
  also	
  agreed	
  to	
   intensify	
  cooperation	
  between	
  the	
  Indian	
  and	
  
French	
  Armed	
  Forces	
  in	
  the	
  fields	
  of	
  cyber	
  security,	
  Special	
  Forces	
  and	
  intelligence-­‐sharing	
  to	
  
tackle	
  the	
  common	
  threat	
  of	
  terrorism.	
  

15.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !President	
  Hollande	
  thanked	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  Modi	
  for	
  inviting	
  a	
  French	
  military	
  
band	
  and	
  contingent	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  India’s	
  67th	
  Republic	
  Day	
  Parade.	
  

Nuclear	
  energy	
  

16.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   Both	
   countries	
   reaffirmed	
   their	
   commitment	
   to	
   responsible	
   and	
   sustainable	
  
development	
   of	
   civil	
   nuclear	
   energy	
   with	
   highest	
   consideration	
   to	
   safety,	
   security,	
   non-­‐
proliferation	
  and	
  environmental	
  protection.	
   France	
  and	
   India	
  underscored	
   the	
  contribution	
  
of	
  nuclear	
  energy	
  to	
  their	
  energy	
  security	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  fight	
  against	
  climate	
  change.	
  

17.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  France	
  reaffirmed	
  its	
  strong	
  and	
  long	
  standing	
  support	
  for	
  India’s	
  candidacy	
  to	
  
the	
  international	
  export	
  control	
  regimes	
  and	
  in	
  particular	
  to	
  the	
  NSG.	
  

18.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !"#$%&'%(")*#+,#-.*#/001#23&**4*"-#+"#-.*#5*6*7+$4*"-#+,#8*()*,%7#9'*'#+,#
Nuclear	
   Energy	
   between	
   India	
   and	
   France,	
   the	
   two	
   leaders	
   encouraged	
   their	
   industrial	
  
companies	
   to	
   conclude	
   techno-­‐!"##$%!&'() *$+",&',&"*-) ./) ,0$) $*1) "2) 3456) 2"%) ,0$)
construction	
   of	
   six	
   nuclear	
   power	
   reactor	
   units	
   at	
   Jaitapur,	
  with	
   due	
   consideration	
   to	
   cost	
  
viability	
  of	
  the	
  project,	
  economical	
  financing	
  from	
  the	
  French	
  side,	
  collaboration	
  on	
  !"#$%&'"(
of	
   technology	
  and	
  cost-­‐effective	
   localisation	
  of	
  manufacturing	
   in	
   India	
   for	
   large	
  and	
  critical	
  
components	
  in	
  accord	
  with	
  Government	
  of	
  India’s	
  "Make	
  in	
  India”	
  initiative.	
  

19.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   France	
   acknowledged	
   the	
   need	
   for	
   India	
   to	
   have	
   lifetime	
   guarantee	
   of	
   fuel	
  
supply	
   and	
   renewed	
   its	
   commitment	
   to	
   reliable,	
   uninterrupted	
   and	
   continued	
   access	
   to	
  
nuclear	
   fuel	
   supply	
   throughout	
   the	
   entire	
   lifetime	
   of	
   the	
   plants,	
   as	
   stated	
   in	
   the	
   2008	
  
bilateral	
  IGA	
  on	
  nuclear	
  cooperation.	
  

20.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  two	
  leaders	
  agreed	
  on	
  a	
  roadmap	
  of	
  cooperation	
  to	
  speed	
  up	
  discussions	
  
on	
   the	
   Jaitapur	
   Nuclear	
   Power	
   Project	
   in	
   2016.	
   Their	
   shared	
   aim	
   is	
   to	
   start	
   the	
  
implementation	
  of	
  the	
  project	
  in	
  early	
  2017.	
  

21.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   In	
   this	
   context,	
   the	
   two	
   leaders	
   noted	
   with	
   satisfaction,	
   the	
   ongoing	
   time-­‐
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bound	
  implementation	
  of	
  cooperation	
  between	
  AREVA	
  and	
  L&T	
  under	
  the	
  Memorandum	
  of	
  
Understanding	
  signed	
  in	
  April	
  2015	
  for	
  large-­‐scale	
  localisation	
  of	
  components	
  for	
  the	
  nuclear	
  
power	
   project	
   at	
   Jaitapur,	
   as	
  well	
   as	
   the	
   good	
   progress	
   in	
   pre-­‐engineering	
   studies	
   for	
   the	
  
project	
  being	
  carried	
  out	
  by	
  AREVA	
  in	
  collaboration	
  with	
  NPCIL.	
  

22.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   !"# "$%&# '(%# !)*+&%*(,# -$..'(%*# /*.0$1*%# ,2*# &(&,&'.&(3# $4# )*5&+*%# "67#
between	
  EDF	
  and	
  NPCIL	
  for	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  six	
  EPR	
  units	
  at	
  Jaitapur.	
  

!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ! France	
   welcomed	
   the	
   decision	
   by	
   the	
   Government	
   of	
   India	
   to	
   ratify	
   the	
  
!"#$%#&'"#("#()*++,%-%#&./0(!"-+%#1.&'"#(2"/(3*4,%./(5.-.6%7	
  

24.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   The	
   two	
   leaders	
   welcomed	
   the	
   regular	
   engagement	
   between	
   their	
   atomic	
  
energy	
   organizations	
   and	
   their	
   growing	
   collaboration	
   in	
   mutually	
   beneficial	
   scientific	
   and	
  
R&D	
  sectors	
  related	
  to	
  peaceful	
  uses	
  of	
  nuclear	
  energy.	
  

25.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   !"#$% &'()% &**+#,-&.#/% ."#% ')01-­‐standing	
   relations	
   between	
   their	
   nuclear	
  
!"#$%atory	
   authorities	
   –	
   India’s	
   AERB	
   and	
   France’s	
   ASN	
   –! !"#$"% "&'% (&$#)#*&*+,% '"&-#./% 0(%
valuable	
   experiences,	
   best	
   practices	
   and	
   developments	
   related	
   to	
   nuclear	
   safety	
   and	
  
!"#$%&'(!)*+,,$",-	
  

!!"#$%%$&'($%%)*%+&*'*$'(,+-&'-&.'/0/*-)&-1,+'.+2+,$3%+&*	
  

!"#$%&'(!)!"#$ 	
  	
  

!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   The	
   visit	
   to	
   India	
   is	
   the	
   first	
   foreign	
   visit	
   by	
   President	
   Hollande	
   since	
   the	
  
conclusion	
  of	
   COP21.	
   Prime	
  Minister	
   Shri	
  Narendra	
  Modi	
   congratulated	
  President	
   Francois	
  
Hollande	
   for	
   France’s	
   valuable	
   leadership	
   and	
   sustained	
   diplom!"#$% &''()"*% "+!"% ,!-&.% "+&%
way	
  for	
  the	
  successful	
  conclusion	
  of	
  COP21	
  in	
  Paris	
   in	
  December	
  2015	
  and	
  adoption	
  of	
  the	
  
Paris	
  agreement,	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  principles	
  of	
  climate	
   justice,	
  and	
  fostering	
  climate	
  resilience	
  
and	
   low	
   greenhouse	
   gas	
   emissions	
   development.! President	
   Hollande	
   thanked	
   India	
   and	
  
!"#$%&'#(#)*%"&'+,#&-+"&./01#(2&0(&#$.+"*0(*&0(,&."+03*#4%&"+/%&#(&*5%&(%2+*#0*#+()6&7(,#0&
and	
   France	
   agreed	
   to	
   continue	
   to	
   work	
   with	
   each	
   other	
   and	
   with	
   the	
   global	
   community	
  
!"#$%&'(!)*(%*$+,-$!,".("/(!)*(0"$+'("/(!)*	
  Paris	
  Agreement.	
  

27.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ! In	
   the	
  wake	
   of	
   the	
   Paris	
   Agreement	
   adopted	
   at	
   the	
   end	
   of	
   the	
   COP-­‐21,	
   the	
  
bilateral	
  cooperation	
  between	
  France	
  and	
  India	
  is	
  today,	
  more	
  than	
  ever	
  committed	
  to	
  meet	
  
the	
  climate	
  challenge.	
  In	
  line	
  with	
  the	
  Paris	
  Agreement,	
  the	
  two	
  countries	
  wish	
  to	
  carry	
  out	
  
its	
   implementation	
   by	
   promoting	
   collaboration	
   in	
   sustainable	
   development	
   and	
   energy,	
  
between	
  governments,	
  regions,	
  cities	
  and	
  also	
  companies.	
  	
  

International	
  Solar	
  Alliance	
  

28.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Translating	
   their	
   shared	
   commitment	
   to	
   clean	
  energy	
   and	
   combating	
   climate	
  
change	
   into	
  practical	
   action,	
   President	
  Hollande	
   and	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  Modi	
   jointly	
   launched	
  
the	
   new	
   International	
   Solar	
   Alliance	
   (ISA)	
   initiative	
   in	
   Paris	
   on	
   30	
   November	
   2015	
   on	
   the	
  
sidelines	
  of	
  the	
  COP	
  21.	
  To	
  advance	
  this	
  initiative,	
  the	
  two	
  leaders	
  jointly	
  laid	
  the	
  foundation	
  
stone	
  of	
  the	
  building	
  for	
  Headquarters	
  of	
   International	
  Solar	
  Alliance	
  (ISA)	
  and	
  inaugurated	
  
the	
   interim	
  Secretariat	
  of	
   the	
   ISA	
   in	
  Gurgaon,	
   India,	
  on	
  25	
   January	
  2016.	
  Reaffirming	
   their	
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commitment	
   to	
   enhance	
   the	
   use	
   of	
   solar	
   energy	
   globally,	
   the	
   leaders	
   underlined	
   the	
  
importance	
   of	
   deepening	
   cooperation	
   both	
   bilaterally	
   and	
   under	
   the	
   aegis	
   of	
   ISA	
   in	
   joint	
  
research,	
   development,	
   financing	
   and	
   technology	
   innovation	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   diffusion	
   of	
   clean	
  
energy	
   and	
   efficiency	
   solutions	
   that	
   will	
   help	
   in	
   promoting	
   energy	
   access	
   in	
   a	
   clean,	
  
affordable	
  and	
  sustainable	
  manner.	
  

29.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   !"#$ %&'$ (#)*#+,$ &#(-'.#*$ %"#$ /+#0-"$ -'..1%.#0%$ %'$ ,233'+%$ %"#$ ,'()+$
projects	
  launched	
  by	
  the	
  member!!"#$%&'()*"+*,-./*0"*%12%*(++(!%3*%1(*.45*6&"#7*8'99*7&":';(*
!"#$%#&'()*"#+%#&'+*',--')%..%*#'/"0*12'34%1'5.6$&6'%1'%#'.%#6'7%+4'+46'!%#(#8%#&'*!'9':%..%*#'
Euros	
  for	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  renewable	
  energies,	
  announced	
  by	
  France	
  during	
  COP21.	
  

Sustainable	
  cons!"#$%&'()'*(#+&*!,$%&'(#)$$-+'.	
  

!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ! !"#$ %&'$ (#)*#+,$ +#-)..#*$ %"#$ /+#)01.#$ '2$ %"#$ /)+3,$ 45+##0#6%$ &"3-"$
!"#$%&'(")* +,-+* ).)+-'&-/0"* 0'1")+20")* -&3* ).)+-'&-/0"* 4-++"!&)* $1* #$&).54+'$&* -&3*
production	
   play	
   an	
   important	
   role	
   in	
   addressing	
   clim!"#$ %&!'(#)$ *&#+$ #,-&!./0#1$ "&#$
!"#$%&'()*+$,+-.-&'!('/0*+0!,*-&10*-+,$%+&2*+!"#0*"*(&'&!$(+$,+&2*+3'%!-+45%**"*(&6+72*+&8$+
!"#$"%&'()*++*,(-*%.()*/!$(!"#$(0*(1*2,0(2,202#023"&(+*42!252,6(07"(89(#,$(20&(+"+4"%(&0#0"&(
!"#$%&&# !"# !# "'!()*+# ,-#+,,.# /(!01)0%"2!!"#$%&'$ (#)*#+,-$ ).+##*$%'$ /''0#+)%#$12$121%1)%13#,$
!"#$%$&$'()*+,)-.)/'0)$*1)!,!#,2)1*/*,1)/1)3,%%)/1)/)1+/2$'()"4)(""0)52/6*$6,17	
  	
  

!"#"$%&'"()#"*+,"-(%#.("#"*+/("00,1,"#1/ 	
  

!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !!"#$%&'#()'$*+",#-%#' ,".)' "/' )%),&0'1#",-&)'#"'+,"*"#)' ,)%) wable	
  energies,	
  
the	
   two	
   Leaders	
   welcomed	
   the	
   signature	
   of	
   two	
  MoUs	
   between	
   CEA	
   (French	
   Alternative	
  
Energies	
   and	
   Atomic	
   Energy	
   Commission),	
   Crompton	
   Greaves	
   and	
   Green	
   Ventures.	
   These	
  
MoUs	
  will	
   serve	
   as	
   templates	
   for	
   further	
   practical	
   collaboration	
   in	
   the	
   field	
   of	
   renewable	
  
energy,	
  including	
  transfer	
  of	
  technology	
  and	
  know-­‐!"#$ 	
  

!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   The	
   two	
   leaders	
   stressed	
   the	
   importance	
   of	
   climate-­‐oriented	
   investments	
  
between	
  the	
  two	
  countries.	
   In	
   this	
  context,	
   they	
  welcomed	
  the	
  partnership	
  of	
  EDF	
  EN	
  and	
  
SITAC	
  with	
  a	
  commitment	
  to	
  invest	
  155	
  million	
  Euros	
  in	
  2016.	
  The	
  new	
  JV	
  EDF	
  EN/SITAC	
  plans	
  
to	
  invest	
  1	
  billion	
  Euros	
  by	
  2021.	
  

33.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  two	
  leaders	
  noted	
  with	
  satisfaction,	
  the	
  support	
  provided	
  by	
  AFD	
  (French	
  
Development	
  Agency)	
   to	
  enhance	
  energy	
  efficiency	
   in	
   India,	
  with	
   the	
  ongoing	
   cooperation	
  
with	
   the	
   public	
   ESCO	
   EESL	
   (Energy	
   Efficiency	
   Services	
   Limited)	
   for	
   the	
   promotion	
   of	
   LED	
  
lighting,	
   and	
   its	
   future	
   support	
   to	
   the	
   construction	
   of	
   green	
   housing,	
   especially	
   for	
   lower	
  
income	
  groups.	
  

Sustainable	
  Urban	
  Development	
  

34.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  two	
  Leaders	
  reaffirmed	
  their	
  commitment	
  to	
  cooperate	
  towards	
  clean	
  and	
  
sustainable	
  development	
  and	
  reaffirmed	
  their	
  valuable	
  partnership	
  in	
  India's	
  ambitious	
  plans	
  
to	
   develop	
   Smart	
   Cities.	
   In	
   this	
   spirit,	
   the	
   two	
   Leaders	
  welcomed	
   :	
   The	
   3	
  MoUs	
   signed	
   in	
  
January	
   2016	
   between	
   the	
   Union	
   Territory	
   of	
   Chandigarh,	
   the	
   State	
   of	
   Maharashtra,	
   the	
  
Union	
  Territory	
  of	
  Puducherry	
  and	
  the	
  French	
  Development	
  Agency	
  for	
  extending	
  technical	
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assistance	
   for	
   the	
   development	
   of	
   the	
   3	
   cities	
   of	
   Chandigarh,	
   Nagpur	
   and	
   Puducherry	
  
respectively,	
   as	
   Smart	
   Cities	
   in	
   India.��The	
   proposed	
   collaboration	
   between	
   AFD	
   (French	
  
Agency	
   for	
   Development)	
   and	
   the	
   Government	
   of	
   India	
   for	
   financing	
   projects	
   related	
   to	
  
urban	
   water	
   and	
   sanitation	
   in	
   Puducherry.The	
   partnerships	
   between	
   Engineering	
   Projects	
  
India	
   Limited	
   (EPI)	
   and	
   nine	
   French	
   companies	
   who	
   will	
   be	
   able	
   to	
   contribute	
   to	
   major	
  
infrastructures	
  projects	
  in	
  India.	
  	
  

Transport	
  

The	
   two	
   Leaders	
   stressed	
   the	
   importance	
   of	
   clean	
   transport	
   and	
   recalled	
   the	
   Protocol	
   of	
  
Cooperation	
   signed	
  between	
   the	
   Indian	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Railways	
  and	
  French	
  National	
  Railways	
  
SNCF	
   in	
   April	
   2015	
   in	
   the	
   field	
   of	
   Semi	
   high	
   speed	
   rail	
   and	
   station	
   development.	
   The	
   two	
  
Leaders	
  welcomed	
   the	
   follow-­‐up	
  Agreement	
   signed	
   in	
   December	
   2015	
   between	
   the	
   SNCF	
  
and	
  Ministry	
   of	
   Railways	
   to	
   support	
   a	
   semi	
   high-­‐speed	
   project	
   for	
   up-­‐gradation	
   of	
   Delhi-­‐
Chandigarh	
  line	
  to	
  200	
  kmph.	
  The	
  two	
  Leaders	
  also	
  welcomed	
  the	
  signing	
  of	
  the	
  agreement	
  
between	
  SNCF	
  and	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Railways	
  on	
  cooperation	
  in	
  the	
  station	
  renovation	
  projects	
  for	
  
Ambala	
  and	
  Ludhiana	
  railway	
  stations.	
  

35.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
   leaders	
  also	
  welcomed	
  the	
   Joint	
  Venture	
  agreement	
  signed	
  between	
   the	
  
Indian	
   Railways	
   and	
   Alstom	
   for	
   the	
   supply	
   of	
   800	
   high	
   horse	
   power	
   locomotives	
  
manufactured	
  in	
  India	
  and	
  the	
  shareholding	
  agreement	
  signed	
  between	
  them	
  during	
  the	
  visit	
  
to	
  finalize	
  the	
  investment	
  in	
  the	
  electric	
  locomotives	
  factory	
  in	
  Madhepura,	
  Bihar.	
  

36.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Recalling	
  the	
  commemoration	
  of	
  the	
  fiftieth	
  anniversary	
  of	
  Indo-­‐French	
  space	
  
cooperation	
  in	
  2015,	
  the	
  leaders	
  welcomed	
  the	
  signing	
  of	
  two	
  Implementing	
  Arrangements	
  
between	
  their	
  Space	
  Agencies	
  for	
  cooperation	
  in	
  definition	
  studies	
  on	
  a	
  future	
  joint	
  Thermal	
  
Infrared	
  Earth	
  Observation	
  mission	
  and	
  hosting	
  of	
  the	
  French	
  instrument	
  for	
  data	
  collection	
  
on	
  India's	
  Oceasnsat-­‐3	
  satellite.	
  The	
  Leaders	
  expressed	
  confidence	
  that	
  these	
  missions	
  would	
  
contribute	
  significantly	
  to	
  the	
  monitoring	
  of	
  the	
  environment,	
  weather,	
  water	
  resources	
  and	
  
coastal	
  zones	
  and	
  further	
  strengthen	
  the	
  partnership	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  countries.	
  They	
  also	
  
welcomed	
   the	
   announcement	
   of	
   collaboration	
   through	
   the	
   participation	
   of	
   the	
   Centre	
  
National	
  d’études	
  spatiales	
  (CNES)	
  in	
  future	
  space	
  and	
  planetary	
  exploration	
  missions	
  of	
  the	
  
Indian	
  Space	
  Research	
  Organisation	
  (ISRO).	
  	
  

III.	
  Economic	
  Co-­‐!"#$%&'!(	
  

37.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !!"#$%%&'()*+")#,--&*-"'*.)-$/")&')*+")0'/, -­‐!"#$%&'()*$+',+-+#.#$+'*//0#1'*$'
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!"#$#%&'()*"+(!!"#$%&!'(%)**(+$(,-$(.&!/#(,&(0)12/113(&4("4("44/"*(+"1)13(5*&+"*("40(.)4"42)"*(
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!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !!"#$%&'('&%)*+")#"&*,-.),$.")$/)/$$0)1-/"*2),"%3.-*'$&1)'&)*+")/'".0)$/)4,"5"&*'5")
!"#$%!& '#("& #)*& +)& +)'("#,+)-& +).",%/")%,& #)*& %!"& 0(1,0"'%,! for	
   enhanced	
   cooperation	
   in	
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!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ! !"#$%&'('&%) *+") ,+-."/) #$00'*0"&*) $1) 2&/'-) -&/) 3.-&#") *$) #$$4".-*") '&)
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   in	
   line	
  
!"#$%&'(%)*++"#+,-#./	
  

!"# 	
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!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !"#$%#&'#()$*&+'#'$,"#$(-.+),$/#-/*#-­‐!" -­‐people	
  and	
  tourism	
  contacts	
  between	
  
!"#$%&%"#&'(%")*+&%,&-*..&%,&/0*&-$#*-­‐!"#$%#$&'()*(!")+&,-('"*%.#")&"#-&/'%,#*%0%'&,1'2"#$,/&
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!"#$%$&'( )&( $'#*"+%"( ),"( '-./"*( &0( 1&-'2( 3*&0"%%$&'+4( /"'"0$#$+*$"%( &0( ),"( 5*"'#,! !"#$
!"#$"%&'()'*)+(%',"#&'-.'/#'0-.'!1"'21%"',#"'%'&%3(&4&'!1"(#+'#,'5/%2'#,'0'21%"5'%)+'6(/7'
!"#$ %&'#()*#)!$ &+$ ,(-).#/0$ 1#.202&)$ !&$ 3(-)!$ -)$ #4!#)1#1$ 0!-5$ &+$ 6$ 5#-(0$ !&$ 0!71#)!0$ &+$
!"#$%&#'(%)%('"*+'",-)%'.*'/&"*0%1'23%'$4-'5%"+%&#'0"((%+'67-*'#$6+%*$#'-!"#$%&"'$()%*+,-"%$"



	
  

	
   20	
  

derive	
   full	
   advantage	
   of	
   this	
   facilitation	
   to	
   enhance	
   their	
   educational	
   and	
   professional	
  
experience.	
  

42.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Recognizing	
   the	
   commitments	
  made	
   in	
   the	
   Indo-­‐French	
   statements	
   issued	
   in	
  
February	
   2013	
   and	
   in	
   April	
   2015	
   concerning	
   the	
   negotiations	
   of	
   a	
   bilateral	
   partnership	
  
agreement	
   on	
   migration	
   and	
   mobility,	
   the	
   Leaders	
   affirmed	
   their	
   commitment	
   to	
   pursue	
  
their	
  discussions	
  on	
  this	
  agreement	
  with	
  a	
  view	
  to	
  conclude	
  them	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  possible.	
  

43.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   In	
   the	
   field	
   of	
   higher	
   education	
   in	
   which	
   hundreds	
   of	
   agreements	
   between	
  
French	
   and	
   Indian	
   institutions	
   have	
   already	
   been	
   signed,	
   the	
   two	
   Leaders	
  welcomed	
   :The	
  
agreement	
  signed	
  between	
  the	
  Indian	
  Institute	
  of	
  Science	
  Education	
  and	
  Research	
  Pune	
  and	
  
the	
  Ecole	
  Normale	
  Supérieure	
  de	
  Lyon.	
  The	
  agreement	
  signed	
  between	
  the	
  Indian	
  Institute	
  
of	
   Technology	
   in	
   Mumbai	
   and	
   French	
   CNRS/Telecom	
   Bretagne/Université	
   de	
   Bretagne	
  
occidentale/Université	
  de	
  Bretagne	
  Sud/ENSTA	
  Bretagne/ENI	
  Bretagne.	
  The	
  Memorandum	
  of	
  
Understanding	
   (MoU)	
   for	
   sponsored	
   Ph.D.	
   Fellowships	
   signed	
   between	
   Thales	
   and	
   Indian	
  
Institute	
  of	
  Technology	
  Mumbai.	
  Recognizing	
  that	
  skills	
  development	
  was	
  a	
  key	
  priority,	
  both	
  
leaders	
  welcomed	
   the	
   important	
   role	
   played	
  by	
   French	
   companies	
   in	
   India	
   in	
   training	
   and	
  
skilling	
   the	
   Indian	
   workforce	
   and	
   encouraged	
   them	
   to	
   engage	
   even	
   more	
   actively	
   in	
   the	
  
sector.	
  

44.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  They	
  also	
  welcomed	
  partnership	
  between	
   the	
  French	
  CNCP	
  and	
   the	
  National	
  
Skills	
   Development	
   Authority	
   of	
   India	
   focusing	
   on	
   Qualifications	
   Register	
   under	
   the	
  
framework	
  of	
  the	
  MOU	
  on	
  cooperation	
  signed	
  between	
  India	
  and	
  France.	
  

45.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
   Leaders	
   recognized	
  with	
   satisfaction,	
   the	
   role	
   played	
  by	
   the	
   Indo-­‐French	
  
Centre	
   for	
   Promotion	
   of	
   Advance	
   Research	
   (CEFIPRA)	
   over	
   the	
   last	
   28	
   years	
   in	
   promoting	
  
collaboration	
  between	
  the	
  scientific	
  communities	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  countries	
  across	
  the	
  knowledge	
  
innovation	
   chain.	
   They	
   encouraged	
   CEFIPRA	
   to	
   expand	
   its	
   role	
   by	
   implementing	
   bilateral	
  
programmes	
   in	
   partnership	
  with	
   various	
   scientific	
   agencies	
   and	
   industries,	
   both	
   in	
   France	
  
!"#$%"#&!'	
  

46.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !The	
   leaders	
  also	
  welcomed	
   the	
  establishment	
  of	
  a	
  Ministerial-­‐level	
   Joint	
  S&T	
  
Committee	
   to	
   foster	
   even	
   closer	
   Science,	
   Technology	
   and	
   Innovation	
   Cooperation	
   through	
  
!"#$%-­‐stakeholder	
  participation	
  from	
  both	
  countries.	
  

!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  !!"#$%#&'#()$#*+(#))#'$,"#-($)&,-).&/,-01$01$,"#$+(02(#))$&/"-#3#'$4#,5##1$,"#$
!"#$%"&%"#&'()"*+&,%(-")(.&$"/01/)#&$"&.)--$"2&3,&-+)&43-3()&!".-$-3-)&04&5%($")&6$01027&%"#&
Biotechnology.	
  

V.	
  Heritage,	
  Culture,	
  Sport	
  

48.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   Prime	
   Minister	
   Modi	
   and	
   President	
   Hollande	
   expressed	
   satisfaction	
   on	
   the	
  
progress	
  of	
  a	
  number	
  of	
   initiatives	
  undertaken	
  by	
   Indian	
  and	
  French	
   institutes	
   to	
  promote	
  
and	
  preserve	
  cultural	
  heritage	
  and	
  enhance	
  cultural	
  cooperation	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  countries	
  
since	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  Modi’s	
  State	
  visit	
  to	
  France	
  in	
  April	
  2015.	
  In	
  particular,	
  they	
  welcomed	
  
the	
  conclusion	
  of	
  the	
  Cultural	
  Exchange	
  Programme	
  between	
  India	
  and	
  France	
  for	
  the	
  period	
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  and	
  welcomed	
  the	
  Administrative	
  Arrangement	
  concluded	
  between	
  the	
  Ministry	
  
of	
  Culture	
  and	
  Communication	
  of	
  the	
  French	
  Republic,	
  the	
  Chairman	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Library	
  
of	
  France	
  and	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Culture	
  of	
  India.	
  

49.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
   two	
  Leaders	
   lauded	
   the	
   joint	
  efforts	
  of	
   Indian	
  and	
  French	
  archaeologists	
  
that	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  remarkable	
  archaeological	
  discovery	
  of	
  human	
  existence	
  that	
  could	
  date	
  back	
  
to	
  2.6	
  million	
   years	
  near	
  Chandigarh	
   in	
   India.	
   They	
  also	
  welcomed	
   the	
   launch	
  of	
   the	
  book	
  
"Shadows	
  of	
  Gods”	
  by	
  Institut	
  Français	
  de	
  Pondichéry	
  extensively	
  cataloguing	
  Indian	
  Objets	
  
d’	
  Arts	
  and	
  cultural	
  heritage	
  and	
  its	
  important	
  contribution	
  to	
  the	
  preservation	
  and	
  recovery	
  
of	
  stolen	
  Indian	
  art.	
  

50.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   The	
   leaders	
   warmly	
   welcomed	
   the	
   "Namaste	
   France”	
   cultural	
   festival	
   to	
   be	
  
hosted	
  by	
  India	
  in	
  France	
  from	
  15	
  September	
  to	
  30	
  November	
  2016	
  showcasing	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  
Indian	
   cultural	
   performances,	
   exhibitions,	
   fairs	
   and	
   workshops	
   to	
   highlight	
   Indian	
   cultural	
  
heritage	
  and	
  a	
  reciprocal	
  "Bonjour	
  India”	
  cultural	
  festival	
  of	
  France	
  in	
  India	
  in	
  2017.	
  

51.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Noting	
  the	
  important	
  role	
  played	
  by	
  Alliance	
  Francaises	
  in	
  India,	
  the	
  Embassy	
  of	
  
France/Institut	
  Francais	
   in	
  India	
  and	
  the	
  Indian	
  Embassy	
  in	
  France	
  in	
  promoting	
  French	
  and	
  
Indian	
   cultural	
   activities	
   in	
   each	
   others’	
   countries,	
   Prime	
   Minister	
   Modi	
   announced	
   the	
  
inauguration	
   of	
   a	
   new	
   Indian	
   Cultural	
   Centre	
   in	
   Paris	
   no	
   later	
   than	
   in	
   2017.	
   President	
  
Hollande	
  welcomed	
  this	
  significant	
  initiative	
  towards	
  further	
  deepening	
  Indo-­‐French	
  cultural	
  
ties	
   and	
   announced	
   the	
   opening	
   of	
   new	
   centres	
   of	
   Alliance	
   Francaise	
   in	
   Varanasi	
   and	
  
Lucknow	
   in	
   2016-­‐2017.	
   Both	
   leaders	
   also	
   welcomed	
   the	
   hosting	
   of	
   the	
   Regional	
   Hindi	
  
Conference	
   in	
   Paris	
   in	
   2016.	
   President	
   Hollande	
   welcomed	
   the	
   announcement	
   of	
   5	
  
scholarships	
  for	
  French	
  citizens	
  to	
  learn	
  Sanskrit	
  language.	
  

52.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   !"# $%&# '(&)*# +'# ,-+.$,/# $%&# 0&1*&.,# 2&)3+4&*# $%&# &"%1"3&*# 3++-&.1$(+"#
!"#$""%& !'#(& %)#*'%+,& )%-& *%& #(*+& .'%#"/#,& $"0.'1"-& #("& .''2"3)#*'%& )43""1"%#& +*4%"-&
!"#$""%&#'"&(")"*+#,-%&(*+%.+,/"&)"&0-12"3&+%)&0-12"3&4%),+5	
  

!"# 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ! !"# $%&# '!"#$%#& !'& #($& )$*$"#& +,)$$-$"#& .$#/$$"& 0121)+#3!"& 0)+"4+35$& 2$&
!""#$%&&' %()' *&&' +(),%' !""#$%&&' !-)-.%#,"(/' #0-' #1"' 2-%)-.3' 1-&4"5-)' #0-' 3#."(6' ,(#-.-3#'
!"#$!%%!&' ()' *+!' ,-$.%' /-.0*-­‐!"#$%&'( )**+,%--( .-/,( +*( 0"-1( 2"3"-*1( 4#%55#**+5( 6**+,%--( &'(
!"#$%&'(&)*$"+orcing	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  its	
  Academy	
  established	
  in	
  2014	
  in	
  Delhi	
  and	
  Bangalore,	
  
as	
  well	
  as	
  considering	
  a	
  possible	
  exhibition	
  match	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  

54.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   Recalling	
   the	
   sacrifices	
   made	
   in	
   the	
   First	
   World	
   War	
   by	
   Indian	
   and	
   French	
  
soldiers,	
   the	
   two	
   Leaders	
   expressed	
   happiness	
   at	
   the	
   twinning	
   of	
   two	
   iconic	
   Indian	
   and	
  
French	
  monuments	
  -­‐	
  the	
  India	
  Gate	
  in	
  New	
  Delhi	
  and	
  the	
  Arc	
  de	
  Triomphe	
  in	
  Paris.	
  

55.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  President	
  Hollande	
  thanked	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  Modi	
  and	
  the	
  Government	
  of	
  India	
  
for	
  the	
  special	
  honour	
  extended	
  to	
  him	
  and	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  France	
  on	
  the	
  occasion	
  of	
  India's	
  
67th	
  Republic	
  Day	
  celebration	
  and	
  the	
  warm	
  hospitality	
  extended	
  to	
  him	
  and	
  his	
  delegation.	
  

New	
  Delhi,	
  January	
  25,	
  2016	
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