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Youth in Australia: Participation in Democratic Life

28" February 2017
Webinar

Launch of the Millennial Dialogue Report Australia, a joint-initiative of the Foundation for European
Progressive Studies (FEPS) and the Chifley Research Centre

Today, all over the world there is clear downward trend with regards to the political participation of
young people. Nowadays, young people are not enthusiastic with contemporary politics and political
parties, no matter what side of the political spectrum. Whilst politicians depict young people as apa-
thetic and disengaged, these youngsters are rejecting today’s traditional politics and expressing deep
disillusionment towards (career seeking) politicians. All over the globe, the relationship of young peo-
ple and politics is complex and often charged with prejudice. Such a rapport has been the propellant
for FEPS to engage in the most multilayer, multilateral and multiplied research project with regards to
young people and their engagement with politics of today: the Millennial Dialogue (focusing on the
youth - ‘Millennials’ — those aged between 15-35, born between 1980-2000).

An important part of this study was conducted in Australia. The results are not only striking but also
myth-busting the generalised negative perceptions on the Millennial generation. Millennials are not
apathetic at all, to the contrary, they express very clearly a willingness to engage and have a strong
view on what public policies matter and that are important to them. On this exciting occasion the
Millennial Dialogue report on Australia will be presented and compared to other results all over the
world and discussed in a public debate with experts, academics, progressive politicians and young
people!

In Australia, Millennials democratic engagement is complex. On the one hand, Australian Millennials
are demanding more democracy from their respective governments but on the other, their active
participation in political life is not significant. Their marginalisation from the political forums results
from various reasons but it does not mean that they are not engaged. Millennials in Australia are in
fact engaging in a multitude of initiatives connected to development and to societal progress. Hence
Australian Millennials are engaging outside of the framework of institutionalised politics.

Join us and give your contribute on how to make politics about passion, vision and mission
for Millennials!

NB: conference proceedings will be held in Australia’s Parliament and web streamed via webinar
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Tuesday, 28" February 2017
Parliament House, Australia
Parliament Dr. Capital Hill, ACT 2600
Canberra, Australia

Presentation of Australia’s Millennial Dialogue Report
How does the Australian Youth compare with its peers around the world?
What are the values and issues that the Australian Youth is concerned about and how can progressive
politicians re-engage with this demographic?

18:30-18:40 Opening remarks

Michael Cooney, Executive Director Chifley Research Centre

18:40 -19:00 The Millennial Dialogue - A Portrait of the Global Youth
Ernst Stetter, FEPS Secretary General

19:00 - 19:20 Presentation Millennial Dialogue report on Australia
Anna Kiel, Social & Political Research Executive AudienceNet

19:20 - 19:40 Q&A

20:00 End



