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Is	
  there	
  a	
  progressive	
  framework	
  for	
  crafting	
  urban	
  development	
  policies?	
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  President	
  of	
  Diktio,	
  Member	
  of	
  the	
  FEPS	
  Scientific	
  Council,	
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Delivered	
  at	
  the	
  International	
  Conference	
  “Greece	
  Forward	
  III.	
  Progressive	
  Policies	
  for	
  the	
  
cities	
  of	
  today	
  and	
  tomorrow”	
  (4th	
  October	
  2017)	
  

	
  
Βy	
  2050,	
  nearly	
  65%	
  of	
  world’s	
  population	
  will	
  be	
  living	
  in	
  cities.	
  Indeed,	
  this	
  is	
  already	
  the	
  
case	
   in	
   Europe.	
   Cities	
   should	
   now	
   be	
   treated	
   as	
   living	
   organisms.	
   Besides,	
   an	
   increasing	
  
number	
  of	
  major	
  problems	
  appear	
  mainly	
  in	
  cities,	
  as	
  do	
  criminality	
  problems	
  and,	
  of	
  course,	
  
challenges	
   related	
   to	
   the	
   condition	
   of	
  multiculturalism.	
   However,	
   innovation	
   can	
   be	
   born	
  
and	
  developed	
  primarily	
  in	
  urban	
  centres;	
  culture	
  flourishes	
  in	
  cities,	
  while	
  it	
  is	
  exactly	
  cities	
  
that	
  attract	
  young	
  people,	
  and	
  especially	
  millennials,	
  to	
  spend	
  their	
  lives	
  in	
  them.	
  Municipal-­‐
ities,	
  lastly,	
  do	
  exist	
  in	
  cities;	
  they	
  are	
  actually	
  cities’	
  small	
  governments.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Is	
  there	
  a	
  progressive	
  framework	
  and	
  a	
  different	
  conservative	
  one,	
  when	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  crafting	
  
urban	
  development	
  policies?	
  
	
  
In	
   2017,	
   contemporary	
   progressivism	
   shall	
   not	
   be	
   defined	
   in	
   a	
   simplistic	
   way,	
   namely	
  
through	
  ideologies	
  and	
  visions	
  that	
  belong	
  permanently	
  to	
  the	
  previous	
  century.	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  modern	
  political	
  environment,	
  progressivism	
  may	
  be	
  defined	
  as	
  exactly	
  that	
  body	
  of	
  
policies	
  able	
   to	
   secure	
  effective	
   responses	
   to	
  all	
  worries	
  and	
   rising	
  problems	
  of	
   citizens	
  of	
  
the	
  21st	
  century.	
  
	
  
“Greece	
  Forward”,	
  which	
  is	
  co-­‐hosted	
  every	
  year	
  by	
  FEPS	
  and	
  “DIKTIO”	
  Network	
  for	
  Reform	
  
in	
  Greece	
  and	
  Europe,	
  an	
  Athens	
  based	
  think	
  tank,	
  has	
  now	
  become	
  a	
  landmark	
  for	
  the	
  Eu-­‐
ropean	
  progressive	
  movement.	
  	
  
	
  
And,	
  for	
  the	
  reasons	
  mentioned	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  this	
  comment,	
  we	
  decided	
  to	
  dedicate	
  
this	
   year’s	
   conference	
   to	
   the	
   role	
   of	
   cities	
   in	
   sustainable	
   development	
   and	
   innovation;	
   in	
  
technology	
  and	
  solidarity.	
  
	
  
The	
  21st	
  century	
  introduced	
  such	
  major	
  challenges	
  as	
  the	
  outbreak	
  of	
  the	
  IV	
  Industrial	
  Revo-­‐
lution,	
  the	
  vast	
  migrant	
  flows	
  and	
  the	
  shift	
  of	
  global	
  economic	
  equilibrium.	
  
	
  
Both	
  the	
  European	
  Union	
  as	
  a	
  whole,	
  and	
  each	
  member	
  state	
  separately,	
  are	
  constantly	
  try-­‐
ing	
  to	
  adapt	
  to	
  the	
  conditions	
  dictated	
  by	
  the	
  new	
  era,	
  starting	
  with	
  a	
  new	
  crucial	
  factor,	
  this	
  
of	
  local	
  development,	
  local	
  identity,	
  and	
  local	
  governance.	
  
	
  
Cities	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  world	
  are	
  being	
  transformed	
  into	
  hubs	
  of	
  innovation;	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  indeed	
  cities	
  
that	
  can	
  change	
  the	
  standards	
  of	
  living	
  for	
  their	
  citizens.	
  



 

	
  

	
  
Each	
  year,	
  cities	
  are	
  recognized	
  and	
  given	
  awards	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  they	
  manage	
  to	
  
secure	
  for	
  their	
  citizens.	
  
	
  
Several	
  times,	
  however,	
  states	
  haven’t	
  followed	
  the	
  luminous	
  paradigm	
  that	
  various	
  cities	
  do	
  
offer.	
  
	
  
What	
  does	
  the	
  contemporary	
  model	
  city	
  actually	
  look	
  like?	
  
What	
  structures	
  and	
  models	
  of	
  governance	
  is	
  it	
  based	
  upon?	
  
How	
  do	
  such	
  cities	
  form	
  their	
  very	
  vision?	
  
In	
  what	
  way	
  do	
  they	
  embrace	
  high	
  technology;	
  and	
  how	
  do	
  they	
  implement	
  their	
  social	
  poli-­‐
cies?	
  
	
  
According	
   to	
   the	
  World	
   Economic	
   Forum,	
   between	
   2016	
   and	
   2017,	
   Greece	
   dropped	
   four	
  
places	
  when	
  it	
  came	
  to	
  technological	
  progress.	
  
	
  
It	
  is	
  imperative	
  that	
  inflexible	
  and	
  bureaucratic	
  models	
  or	
  eventual	
  ideological	
  obsessions	
  of	
  
central	
   governments	
  be	
   surpassed	
  by	
   the	
  potential	
  of	
  organised	
   innovators	
  and	
  ambitious	
  
societies.	
  
	
  
This,	
  in	
  turn,	
  may	
  result	
  in	
  municipalities,	
  and	
  especially	
  large	
  ones,	
  being	
  liberated	
  by	
  tight	
  
state	
  control.	
  It	
  may	
  result	
  in	
  further	
  economic	
  self-­‐efficiency,	
  which	
  means,	
  of	
  course,	
  more	
  
rights	
  and	
  obligations.	
  
	
  
The	
  first	
  significant	
  step	
  towards	
  this	
  direction	
  was	
  made	
  with	
  “Capodistrias”	
  and	
  “Callikra-­‐
tis”,	
   two	
  major	
   reform	
   laws	
  passed	
  by	
  previous	
  Greek	
  governments,	
   through	
  which,	
   small	
  
and	
   inefficient	
  municipalities	
  were	
   consolidated	
   to	
   form	
   larger	
  and	
  better	
  organised	
  ones,	
  
also	
  having	
  enlarged	
  powers.	
  
	
  
The	
  next	
  big	
   leap	
   should	
  be	
  concerned	
  mainly	
  with	
  policies	
  aiming	
  at	
   supporting	
  all	
   those	
  
municipalities	
  which,	
  when	
  willing,	
  can	
  genuinely	
  change	
  their	
  citizens’	
  future.	
  
	
  
“Greece	
  Forward”,	
   through	
   remarks	
   and	
  policy	
  proposals	
  by	
  mayors,	
   regional	
   government	
  
officers	
  and	
  scientists	
  coming	
  from	
  academia	
  and	
  think	
  tanks,	
  achieved	
  the	
  bringing	
  together	
  
of	
  realistic	
  examples	
  and	
  ambitious	
  ideas	
  concerning	
  modern	
  urban	
  development,	
  everyday	
  
life,	
   networking,	
   partnerships	
   and	
   interaction	
   among	
   cities	
   of	
   Europe,	
   among	
   cities	
   of	
   the	
  
world.	
  	
  
	
  
*The	
  article	
   is	
  a	
  modified	
  version	
  of	
   the	
  opening	
  speech	
  offered	
  by	
  Anna	
  Diamantopoulou,	
  
President,	
  “DIKTIO”	
  Network	
  for	
  Reform	
  in	
  Greece	
  and	
  Europe,	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  con-­‐
ference.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


