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EDITORIAL

KEEP CALM
AND REWRITE THE RLU
OF THE EUROPEAN UM

by Massimo D’Alema, FEPS President, former Prime Minister of Italy

The negative result of the UK EU Referendum is the biggaktaig
leaders to develop enhanced cooperation along with institutional ref
It means tangible reforms for citizens who consider thep&lion as
their present and future.

draw from this? That the neelibeCall for institutional reforms What is more, our focus should be

ral recipe made of austerity antt cannot be business as usual fon the Eurozone, because to some

structural reforms has failed- Nothe EU, as we did after the refereextent these are the countries that

netheless, the progressive recipgums in France and the Nethecoincide with the historical EU at

does not appear to be a viable at@nds in 2005. We cannot repedb. We shall concentrate on some

credible alternative, because wihe same mistakes. We cannéarm of enhanced cooperation

exit is currently the are increasingly identi ed with théeep wasting our time postponirigetween those member states

most tangible sign ofpolitical establishment. The di e institutional reforms, because wiat are ready to act without making

e European crisis inrences between left and right arghink that there are other prioritiesnutual vetoes. And, for instance,

urope. But we knowalso fading away, mainly due to tiighe European Commission amee need an agreement on-asy

that this crisis does not consigpolitics of government coalitionshe European Parliament proposem and immigration among those
exclusively of Brexit. In fact; elend, additionally, progressive pamany legislative reforms, but thegountries that are willing to commit
ments that emerged during théies are increasingly seen as losinffen fail to implement them-beto it. And those who are not will be
UK referendum campaign arthe capacity of representing thoseause they lack the institutionaimply left out from the common
far from being exclusive to thearts of society they are still-sugnstruments to do so. For instancegsources necessary to imple
UK. Distrust towards institutiongposed to represent - people whwe have been talking for yeament such policies.| believe in the

mistrust towards the elites andeel betrayed, and not protectedabout the necessity to introducpower of example and consider that
the political establishment, feaby globalisation. the Financial Transaction Tax. Wthg rst area where this should be
of immigration, and perceivedVe have seen, for example, theve we not managed to do it? Bested must be the economy: Wi
inability of governments to prodisastrous e ects that the lack o€ause there are institutional blockbout a stronger budget, without
vide viable solutions to the mang common asylum and immigrahat prevent us from introducing itedistribution mechanisms, without
challenges that the EU and itson policy has had on our mutudlhis idea is going to be at theecommon debt policy, without a
member states are facing, are faelations, in particular vis-a-vicore of our project “Rewritingommon fiscal policy, without a
from being simply British issuesthe refugee crisis. As for ourcoshe rules” that we are realisingpmmon investment programme
At the same time, since the nanperation in the elds of internakogether with Nobel Prize Laureatancluding public investments),
cial crisis in 2008, the social sisecurity against terrorism andoseph Stiglitz. But these rulegithout a common industrial po
tuation has not been taken as iaternational security, | am afraidan’'t be simply economic ruledicy, without facing together the
serious issue; inequalities hawbat we are still lacking a vision dive shall also discuss the reforquestion of competitiveness
been growing, economic recoveityow to deal with Islam in Europef the treaties, because there a&nd, last but not least, without
has proceeded too slowly, an8EPS has tackled this issue, buaiit inescapable link between ina common social dimension,

investments have remained toseems to remain a taboo that ntitutional reforms and implementhe EU and we, as progressive
low. What is the conclusion we came wants to really discuss.  tation of our progressive goal&uropeans, will not go that far.
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"FRANCE AND BREXI

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR FRANCE
TO TAKE ON EUROPEAN LEADEF

by Amandine Crespy

For France and Francois Hollande, dealing with Brexit is a high risk, high opportunity game. A
objective widely shared across the French political class is to regain a leadership which has
continuously declining over the past decade.

major source of pro-EU elites, under the Presideffaced uncreative EU reformergven demands that the English

concern in France iscy of Nicolas Sarkozy, decided Tthe Conservatives, who cusrenanguage should no longer be an

that Brexit could be ignore the verdict coming out oy have 15 candidates running éncial language of the EU.

catalyst in bringingthe polls, as the French Parliametiite primaries for the presidentia¥et, what Europe needs is not old

about a nationalist wave whicthen went ahead and rati ed theslection, all have di erent viewstyle French chauvinism, but de
could be hard to contain for thgreatly similar Lisbon Treaty. This how to deal with the post-Brexdisive and responsible leadership.
established elites. The leader of themains the most agrant deniaEU. Nicolas Sarkozy has recently
Front National, Marine Le Pen, hakdemocracy in contemporargalled for a refoundation of ELEADERSHIP VS STANDSTILL
made jubilant claims that a “Frexi®rench political history. rope through a new Schengen amiith Britain out, and panic shaking
was no longer out of reach. She hileanwhile, the French politica new treaty, possibly submittethe continent, France clearly has a
promised to place a referendumalass could barely be more-divio a referendum. responsibility to endorse construc
on EU membership at the headed. Although it has not yet beewe are also witnessing the reive leadership. The disintegration
of her campaign for the presiderclearly articulated, on the radicaurgence of old anti-Europeanf the EU could not only result from
tial election next year; a pledgkeft, Jean-Luc Mélenchon is advocand anti-British sentiments. Whila contagion of Brexit to other eoun
likely to widen the already powerftihg a strategy of civil disobediencepme see Paris pro ling itself agatries, but also from a deadly stands
appeal of the far right within thentil a left wing French governmeas a signi cant nancial districttill. In this regard, the talks at the
French electorate. The refererforces radical reform, away froralongside the City, there has beeneeting of the European Council in
dum from 2005 is still, for manyeoliberal policies. The French Smuch UK bashing, as well as claiBrissels on 27 and 28 June have not
French people, an open woundialist Party has still not recoverethat the French in uence wouldbeen reassuring.
While a majority had voted again8bm the contentious campaign diene t from Brexit, calls to sup Yet again, the EU is under the threat
the European Constitutional Trea®005 where uncreative EU critiggress the EU Commission, araf paralysis, torn between those
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STRASBOURG, FRAN@ch press headlines covering the result of the British referendum.

who want to relaunch integratiorhigh o cials had been preparing &rance, from a novel French-Ger
with new projects able to convincErench-German plan for strengthenan relationship, or from new-clus
European citizens that further iming cooperation in the realm of séers across the continent, the EU isin
tegration is desirable, and thoseurity, including border control andlesperate need of new leadership.
who see Brexit as a sign that, ¢ime ght against terrorism. WhileEverything that resembles the sta
the contrary, people want lessuch a plan could potentially includeis quo is just not an option and
Europe and that the EU shoulal 27 EU Member States, it remaihsan only be advocated by those
mute towards minimal forms ofo be seen whether it can be cenviwho desire the end of the European
classical inter-state cooperationcing enough to bring about a neldnion. Meanwhile, two things are
Under these circumstances, witlolitical impetus for the EU. Also,dertain. If the EU does not profoun
France be able to play a decisiveould require strong political skilldly reform itself and nd a way out
role in salvaging EU integratioriér it not to be framed in terms dhrough convincing projects, it will
French elites strongly aspire tbuilding a fortress Europe, to egoisot survive. If there was ever to be
rebalance the French positiotically immunise its scared citizers referendum in the foreseeable
vis-a-vis German hegemony, thdsem its harsh realities, and feedirigture in France, it is very likely to
restoring the historic power andather than tackling the concernbe just as contentious, ugly and
prestige lost with poor economiassociated with the amalgam afnpredictable as in Britain.
performance and erratic politicsrefugees, asylum seekers, economic

There have been rumours thatmigrants, Muslims, and terrorists—= Read this article in its entirety on
small group of politicians and EWhether it comes from avoluntarl WWW.progressivepost.eu
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AND A DIVIDED
COUNTRY

much as on the substantive matter
at hand. In the event, that much is
clear, voters withheld their con
dence in the status quo.

by Uta Staiger The referendum certainly mobilised
a signi cant swathe of the popula

There are plenty of lessons to take away from the UK’s vote to Ieawfli,g tiigghad previously opted out

litics altogether. Weeks later,
European Union. Some of them make for uncomfortable readlnng L el ot o, This

they must not be ignored — for both the UK and the EU’s sake. s unprecedented — and cannot be
ignored. Precisely because the Brexit
vote may truly have been a Brexit re
he UK'’s vote to leavecated, while the other was mor@blishment’ has had it coming allolt, attempts to overturn the result
the European Union hashan cavalier with the truth. along. This holds true even as tla this stage, whether via a second
stunned and perplexedBut there is more. The referenduspectrum of Leave voters stretche&ferendum or a parliamentary
in equal measure. has thrown a glaring light on a deéurther, easily encompassing asigwiote, are profoundly misguided. It
The reasons however were pleply divided country. One of thecant part of said establishment. would do away with the last shred
tiful — and always in plain sighmost unequal societies in Europ&he referendum exacerbated thef trust that still remains in the
Take the historical sense of uneate UK is home to entire regions thaivisions with an emotional impolitical system. It would entrench
in an island nation, which alwaysve had no share in the bene ts Bhkediacy rarely seen in electorabther than overcome social-divi
regarded the concept of sharethembership brought to the countrpolitics. From feelings of quasi-besions. Of course, a second vote on
sovereignty with suspicion. Take #s a whole. Deprivation, job insecteavement among Remainers the nal exit deal could be on the
media, which had spent decadetty, decreasing wages, and compthe celebratory glee among Leavesable, in particular if negotiations
vigorously, if often post-factuallyatively low levels of education ma#not to forget a notable rise in xeend up delivering an outcome that
skewering European integratioout a very di erent Britain from thenophobic abuse— this country hadoes not truly re ect the majority
its long-standing preference focapital. In these regions, it was theeen all but stiff upper lip sincef voters’ preferences. But Europe
economic liberalism, which sat urpace of immigration that was oftethe morning of 24 June. Partlghould not bank on it.
comfortably with the EU's regulat@xperienced as a threat — no mattéhis is because referendums- sinRather, the UK government and the
ry ambitions; its emotional tethenow bene cial it was for nationaply are blunt, con ict-enhancingeEU27 would do well to take heed.
to the Atlantic alliance and th&DP. Add to this a long-standinmplitical instruments. By nature, th&he vote has thrown down the
Commonwealth. Take, too, a desense of political disenfranchisechoice is binary: there is no room fgauntlet to the way we have been
ply awed referendum campaignment, perpetuated by a voting sygsomplexity in plebiscite politicsdoing things. First, continue te ob
in which one side proved incapablem that structurally disadvantageslso, as with most referendumsjate the political costs of allowing
of explaining, let alone praising, tlenaller parties, and you could bihis too was fought on the back @fequality, disenfranchisement and
club whose membership it advdorgiven for thinking that the ‘essecond-order domestic factors, anaked anger to fester at your peril.
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LONDON, UNITED KINGDDiusands march against the Brexit vote in London.

Theresa May’s new cabinet mayis, third, has consequences for
nd this a di cult path, as it seeksthe EU as a whole. Citizens' trust in
to reconcile libertarians aspiring tboth the Union’s legitimacy and itz

unfettered global trade with thoseapacity to act is at an historic lo ‘ TH E VOT E [
who seek to reign in globalisatio'dember States will need to balanFI

socio-economic consequencegolicy coordination at EU level wi AS

But all over Europe, and all ovéisillusionment at the domesti

ideological left-right divides, thene. With little appetite for-furcEXPOSED,
root causes of social discontent faher integration, we are headink|

lowing the post-war welfare state®wards an ever more intergo OT

demise need to be addressed. Thisrnmental EU, in which Memb

is particularly so, second, as th8tates, rather than Commissiot E N E RATE D
ever looser links between interests Parliament, will set the agend

and the organisations traditionallrexit is unlikely to spell the ent]-H E M U LTI P
representing them contribute, irof the EU, or the UK for that—mezC

a variety of permutations acroster. The vote has exposed, n R I SES

L=

Europe, to an increasingly volatitenerated the multiple crise

politics. Populism may put centrigEurope faces. But on both sidE U RO P E > ABOUT

governments in a tight spot. Distrusf the channel, political institu Uta Staigeris the executive-di
ting those we elect to act on our béions will be pressured to rede neI:AC ES . rector of the European Institut

half, questioning not just the outputheir sense of purpose —and theb University College London.
but also the process itself, heraldsmodus operandi. It may just b ’
crisis of representative democracthe new normal.
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JOURNEY INTO THE UNKNOWN. ..

Hurray, we wonl

B

LR -

A NEW EFTA EU
RELATIONSHIP POST BRE

©Daukantas

by Nat O'Connor

Trying to imagine a “perfect” agreement for the UK to enjoy a stable, friendly and mutually be
cial trading relationship with the EU is problematic. A better solution would be to envisage t
future relationship as an ongoing process, rather than a nal agreement or compact. The |
candidate for this process would be a new relationship between the European Free Trade /
ciation (EFTA) and the EU, based on respectful ongoing dialogue on the best way to organise
with the EU’s neighbourhood. This would involve strengthening the EFTA into something more
it is today. If done right, such a process could provide thétkd valuable mechanism for trading
and co-operating with its close neighbours.

9 TheProgressivé’ost - Autumn 2016
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in the EU after all, with or withowither, as itis a trading economy théit wants to keep free trade, rath
special concessions; andsome relies on having favourable accetisan allow an exception of thi

kind of new arrangement where the its markets. The first option isature for the UK.
oday, the UK is still inUK is able to trade freely with thtbe one being explored here, whidionetheless, some kind of hybri
the EU, and in manyEU but gains all sort of concessiois.for the UK to re-join the EurceFTA arrangement—call it versi
likely future scenariosThe fourth option is implausible, ggean Free Trade Association (EFIA—that represents a unique-co
the UK will continue tothe EU is not going to give the @id to possibly trade with the Epromise between the UK and the
have a close and amiall the bene ts of EU membershipnder the European Economic Aresaems the most plausible outcom
cable working relationship with thevithout also giving it most of thegreement (EEA). There are di ereBut this isn’t the real answer eith
EU. It is certainly in Ireland’s begbligations and its share of costspossible versions of this outcomeHaving brought the argument thi
interest to use whatever in uencé he third option looks like wishfuih version 1.1, the “Norway” modat, a deep problem is exposed wi
it has within the EU to help brindpinking from some who are stitheans that the UK joins the EEA @hd focus on achieving any kind
this about. struggling to come to terms witlrades in exactly the same way agreement, as if such an agreem
One major problem is the uncethe referendum result. The UK woultbrway, Iceland and Lichtensteicould be set in stone. The UK m
tainty about the details of that futurbe allowed—and indeed welcoHowever, that means free movehange on foot of the deep soeial
arrangement, and the worry thamed by many—to stay in the ElWhent of people, and it also meanssions that have been exposed. T
there might be a period of yearsut irreversible damage has beahat the UK would have to impléEU must change as similar social
where the UK is completely outsid®ne that will take time to repaiment EU rules without having economic divisions are rife acro
the EU—i.e. operating accordingnd the unhappiness of so marsgat at the table, when EU membEurope, and are fuelling nationali
to WTO trade rules, tari s and alpeople in the UK, especially in istates agree those rules. Unquepolitical projects that threaten th
This would impose restrictions opoorest regions, has been exposéidnably, this would be a worse painion’s future. Both must chang
Irish citizens’ ability to work antb full view. Regardless of everythisgion than EU membership froraver time for countless reason
live seamlessly in the UK, which helse, both the UK and the EU mube perspective of many who votedow can there be a stable agre
been taken for granted as part of thecognise the need for much morer the UK to leave the EU. ment between the UK and EU wh
informal Common Travel Area sinsecially-caring economic policies ifi version 1.2, the “Swiss” modabth sides are moving targets? Ev
Ireland's independence. they are to redress the inequalitieveans that the UK becomes iisuch a mammoth document coul
Once the UK-EU relationship-s staat have been brought to the forenember of the EFTA but is nbe negotiated—and it would tak
bilised again, most people seem fthe second option is dreadful fa member of the EEA. Instead yaars—future changes could pu
be contemplating one of four-outireland, because all trade betwedsroadly similar trading arrangethat agreement under pressure
comes, most of which are conceivégtland and the UK would be- sulment is agreed with some speciahe side wanted to change its p
of as agreements or settlemenigct to tari s, with no exemptionsopt-outs or exceptions. Howeveticies in a way that imposed maj
that would result from years of ngpermitted for Ireland, as the Eltecent signals suggest that -Swithanges on the trade agreement.
gotiations: the EFTA-EEA options treated as a whole under theseerland will be put under pressure— Read the article in its entirety o

the WTO option; remaining rules. It would not be good for the U& accept free movement of peop WWW.progressivepost.eu
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BREXIT WILL NOT BE THE |
OF THE EUROPEAN PROJE
BUT EUROPEAN LEADERS
MUST UNDERSTAND

ITS MESSAGE

by Victor Negrescu

The moment when the last ballots were counted, and revealed that the “Leave” camp-n the
tish referendum had won, is still a vivid recollection. Not least because few had dared to actt
consider the direct institutional, political, economic and sentimental repercussions of this divi
In an ironic twist of mood, recent events show that even the most prominent Brexiters were ce
unaware by the sheer size of the turmoil that awaits them. The stark reality of Great Britain le
the European Union is vivid because, on the one hand, | cannot imagine European histor
culture without the contribution of the United Kingdom, and, on the other hand, | strongly beli
that the future of all our societies remains one which can only be built together.

this path of misery and despair. been thrown into turmoil. | am verige observed in any form of political
The future prospects seem, at @disappointed by the cowardly anend institutional arrangementpen
rst glance, bleak for all the prodeceitful reactions of the Brexiding the withdrawal of the United
t is nevertheless tragic thatagonists. It is clear, for almost ditaders. There are millions of Eurkingdom from the European Union.
a political move, which hadnformed observers, that Britaipean citizens of all nations workinkt the same time, | believe that
more to deal with internalwould nd it very hard to prospernd contributing to the prosperityn spite of the dark days we have
party strife and economicoutside the EU. The negotiations ohthe United Kingdom, whose fwvitnessed, there are still reasons
arguments, became what wevithdrawal will be undoubtedly @ures are mired under clouds ab hope and to look forward to the
had always feared it would becgainstaking mixture of diplomatiancertainty. There are numerouisiture — if we all understand this
me: an excuse for scapegoatirgiruggle, economic acumen anBomanians among them. lesson. The story of the European
immigrants as the cause of all odiogged determination on all sidesn my position, as a Member giroject has not always been one of
distress and misery. This happeasid the two year interval manthe European Parliament, as-a seictories, achievements and-pro
while it is obvious that the ecohave alluded to seems like a vetjal-democrat and as a citizen afress. There have been setbacks.
nomic models of austerity an@ptimistic timeframe. the European Union, | will strivEhere have always been crises, and
unhampered neoliberalism werén the meantime, | cannot ignor® ensure that the rights of theseach time the European Project
the ones that led many Europeartise fact that there are millions gbeople, who bear no fault for has emerged stronger and with a
and many British citizens dowRuropean citizens whose lives haraglically incensed campaign, wiltnewed sense of its own mission.
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The shock of the rst withdrawainember states to reconsider th&ingdom; but, as the results
from the European Union is undoupriorities behind their policies. Thithe referendum vote showed
tedly a strong one. It is probablig the best opportunity for EU-nsta citizen of Yorkshire also fe
comparable to France’s withdrawaltions to understand that peopléess advantaged than one frd
from NATO’s command structursee them as too opaque and tdocondon. And yet, one of the-p
at the height of the Cold War.  detached from their daily struggleposes of the European Union i$ to
But the present days are also drhis is the time for the politicaéncourage solidarity and econorfic
opportunity. Not to blindly pleadclass — national and Europeacohesion across all its territogy,
for more or for less Europe, but to acknowledge its failure andchieving lasting improvementqi
to build policies and institutionsstart building real solutions fothe economy and quality of life jor
which are not only transparentpeople’s real problems. everybody. This is what needq
but also e cient. We should buildThe same inequality and lack bk done in the future and | beli
these policies and institutions sopportunity are felt all across th@rojects encouraging a two-spepd

that they are capable of convinEU. A nurse, a construction workEuropean Union will only furtffer ABOUT

5

cing all European citizens that thar a student in Romania or Polarmirt our common goal. Victor Negrescuis an S&p
European Project delivers on thedo not feel they have access to the Member of the European Pafli
expectations and hopes. same opportunities as their cou = Read the article in its entirefyment from Romania.

This is the chance for all Etérparts in France or the Unitet=) onww.progressivepost.eu
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LONDON, UNITED KINGDBxish citizens protest in Trafalgar Square against the referendum resuls

ERASING FEAR:
PROTECTING SOLIDARIT
AND COOPERATION

by Filippo Taddei

The decision undertaken by British voters to leave the European Union will soon produce e
very di erent from those that appear today. In the near future, this decision will have a gree
impact on the political and cultural identity of the European Union, than it will on the Euro e
nomy. | am not sure yet whether we will be able to say the same regarding the British econ
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that the European Socialists anfihe delay of these respong
Democrats, more than anyonended up reducing their effe
else, have to erase: it concerrné/eness, postponed the eco
fear, and fear destroys the preteanic recovery and hampered j
tion of solidarity and cooperatiorcreation. Lack of jobs is a falil
of the European promise.

The European challenge is thus

clear: to make this failure — BrexitSome Europeans respond to
“the opportunity more intelligentlyshortcomings highlighted abo
to begin again”, to paraphraséy a rule-based approach. Rulgs,

Henry Ford. To do this, Europeafter all, are a coordination dg> ABOUT

integration has to respond to tweice and, if quick coordination|iSilippo Taddeiis the Econom

demands. Firstly, how can wmissing, this approach could fdsand Labour A airs Secretary
ie Partito Democratico in Itdly

make European institutions anter prompter responses. Therg
governments more e ective inrescertainly some consistency in t

hic

ponding to the di erent systemicperspective, but there is a major

n my opinion, the reason ishallenges, as soon as they arisgfawback if we look at the origins

simple and powerful at theSecondly, how can we make suoéthe European rule system.

same time. The project othat, whatever response is undeiThe rule system that we have de

European integration is builtaken, there is a strong sense efgned and approved within the

on the following assumptionpolitical ownership spread acrosEuropean Union has been thought
fostering economic integration iEuropean citizens, and not jusb manage the process of inte
quintessential to increasing poliEuropean governments? gration during tranquil times. It
tical integration. The main pillar is not well equipped to face deep
for the advancement of economithe answer to both questions deshock with systemic impact. At
integration is the monetary uniorpends on our ability to enhanceuch a time, a rigid application
Countries, like the United Kingdorapordination and cooperatiorof pre-established rules may be
that stated their determination nobetween European governmentetrimental to the objective of the
to become part of the monetaryhat belong to the Euro Zone. Wanhanced coordination necessary
union, have foregone their right teeem to forget that the adoptiofior an e ective policy response.
be a major player in the path tewaof the Euro sparked an irreversible

C
(0]

ds increasingly stronger economiaolitical progress. There is no poifil he volatility triggered by Brexit is providing
and political integration acrossn questioning the consistencgan additional, and possibly nal, opportunity

European Countries.

Obviously this British decision todiave to present prompt Europeaaf the European Union was not only peace.
place well before the referendurmesponses to the systemic challert was peace as the premise for prosperity.”

and adequacy of the process th&o revert the involution of European politics.
led us here. We lack time and Ww&'e should never forget that the early promise

and it has always been, in my ogges. If we look at the management

nion, the most important limit toof the nancial crisis of 2008-09We had guaranteed peace and
the in uence of Britain on Eurothat led to the economic crisis gbrosperity until the technolegi
pean institutions. This in uence2011, Europe did not lack ideasciél transformation begun in the
whenever it was felt beyond natidacked resolution and coordinalate 90s. That transformation has
nal interest, was always exerted ton. European institutions andhallenged the basis of the Euro
steer the EU in the direction of amational governments alike endeggean socio-economic model. The
open society. Although lately thep adopting e ective responses teconomic crisis has only reminded
British push in this direction hathe calls of the crisis. From guams that we were faltering in front of
wavered, the outcome of therefditative easing to a vast array afiis challenge. Let us take the op
rendum may weaken the Europeatructural reforms, many of whicportunity of the British referendum
commitment towards this operare still in progress, the probleras the last warning to overcome
society. This is the major risk dfas never been the nature of otine shortcomings of an uncertain
the British referendum. It is a rigkieasures but rather the timingEuropean integration.
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LONDON, UNITED KINGDStdents carrying posters outlining anxieties over the future, in front of the Houses of Parliament.

REFLECTIONS ON BREXI]
IMPLICATIONS FOR

THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

by Jernej Pikalo

The outcome of the UK vote on its membership of the European Union is sobering and worry
the same time. It took many by surprise. It con rmed the potency of populist national politics
the one hand and, on the other hand, it highlighted the inability of the European political el
to deal with the populist arguments and to reform the democratic structures of the Europe

political system. It showed that the main political cleavage has shifted from historical left-rig
to the not-so-new establishment-anti-establishment.
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ments, but rather by sentimentsf the citizenry by emphasisingt the core of the European-pr
of national opposition to Europeaphysical security by law and ordgect. One of the least desirabl
integration and anti-immigrantclosing of the borders, restrictionsonsequences of Brexit and
rhetoric. Sentiments of regainedn movements of people, etc., theestructuring would be the E
national sovereignty also featureldeft has struggled to explain its pof “several speeds”, “several ¢
prominently. In a nutshell, it wasition to this day. This is one of tleentric circles”, of “core and peri
a potent mixture of nationalisnmain reasons why populism, witbhery”, etc. Such post-referendu
and a longing for certainty anils oversimplified explanationsolutions would add further di e
security that led so many peopland solutions, is gaining so mualences to already establishe
to vote for Brexit. support across Europe. ones, and would not be cohesi
Europeans are increasingly-wor for Europe, where some would fe
ried about their future. The futur8rexit has shown that the Eursecond-class and disadvantage
seems less and less certain, a fagan Union is in serious need 8fovenian political leaders hav
cry from the Europe of hope anekthinking its way of doing poliin their first reactions to Brexi
prosperity of the last half centurytics, the contents of the politicemphasised the need for a stro
After the economic crisis in thand its institutional design. Foger Europe, where a deepeni
last decade and the neoliberahe peripheral and core statesf relations would not happe
measures applied by the nationallike, the EU meant more thajust in some areas and in so
governments and European-instiust an addition or superstruc policies. Whether the future EU
tutions, people are simply worsture to their national politics — ia “closer Union” (i.e. deepenin
o than they used to be and thameant new quality, new neveor a “better Union” (more e-ec
worries them. They distrust poliseen before political, economidjve within the same institution
tical processes as such, as thepcial and cultural solutions thaframework) remains to be see
have seen too many times thatdded to the quality of people’as it looks now, it needs a ne
established political parties ifives, in a way national solutionssion, the trust of its citizenry an
power have taken measures in threere unable to. Today the EU as institutional framework tha
interest of the capital and againshcreasingly second best choic&ould be more adept to answe
their own people. This meant legs national politics. the challenges of post-moder

itics in Europe issolidarity among democratic life.
ing restructured people and the"“As strange as it sounds in the age of glg
due to populist states, and morebalisation, the national feeling of being
forces on both sides ofguestions on whont‘its own” has surpassed the supranatia
the old political spectrum.to rely on in times“‘common” feeling in many polities of the
Although ideas of left and rightf hardship. SociaPopulists are arguing for the renational
populism differ, they both feedlemocratic partiestion of the EU powers to national politid
on the same anti-establishmenthat had traditional defend “its own” (which, of course, does
sentiment and depoliticisatiorly been successfulnclude the immigrants). That is why on
discourse. UK citizens are distrustyith answers tothe greatest challenges in the “EU ret
ful about the ability of the establisuch questions,will be how to make the EU and its pol
shed political elites, at home antave been in theattractive and trustworthy again.”

in Brussels, to deal with what thdgist decade unable

see as the biggest threat to theip come up with coherent andn times when citizens are incrg
livelihood - migrants taking awagonvincing arguments to people'singly disa ected with how politi
“their” jobs, “their” social securityconcerns about their security. Nds done at home and in Brusst
provisions, and “their” establisheguist physical safety, but security finis is a major task and an imppr
way of living. Several post-Brestiie broadest sense of the wordant step in the building of the ngw ABOUT
analyses have shown that thgocial, human security, includingU political structure. Jernej Pikalds a lecturer at thje
people in the UK voting for Brexdertainty of the future. While th&or states like Slovenia, it is] @fniversity of Ljubljana, Slovgni
were convinced not by the arguRight has addressed the conceris¢rategic importance to remala
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Governments have consistentopean Council now have to td
ly blocked any initiatives aimed clear position. When doing
at furthering integration in thehey should take into account t
past. Now former UK
Prime Minister, DavidEurope’s citizens are largely in fa
Cameron expressedf a truly European foreign policy. Ac
his country’s outrightding to a Eurobarometer poll from J
oppositionto astren 2016, half of them would like the E
ger European foreigintervene more than it currently does’
policy after striking a
deal with the EU, which he hope86% are in favour of a bigger rple ABOUT
would convince his fellow citizerfer the EU inthe eld of security gnhélrne Lietzis an S&D Membe
that Great Britain should stay idefence. Consequently, we shopttie European Parliament fip
the EU. Likewise, we have- estase the possible exit of Great Brij@@ermany.
blished once and for all in interfrom the EU to reform and stre
national law that Britain’s nationajthen the Common Security and
security is the sole responsibilitpefence Policy.
of the British government — so, for
t rst sight, it seems instance, we will never be part f CONCRETE PROPOSALS INSTITUTIONAL
obvious that the EUa European army. FOR REFORMING CONSEQUENCES
would be weakenedSeveral strategy and positionTHE CFSP AND CSDP The aforementioned reform-pro
s an international papers, which | will briefly preln the joint paper titled “Foundingosals should go hand in han
player as a result of “Brexit”. Greaent below, discuss the conseEurope again” the president ofith an institutional strengthe
Britain is a key player in EU foreignences of a possible Brexit withe European Parliament, Martining of CFSP/CSDP. | support
policy thanks to its size, economiegards to the EU’s security arBichulz, and the president of thproposition of the German an
performance and military strendefence policy. Social Democratic Party of-GeFrench foreign ministers that th
gth. It has also positively served many (SPD), Sigmar Gabriel, cBliropean Council and the Coun
a transatlantic bridge between GREEN LIGHT for a deeper integration in Euroof Ministers should focus excl
North America and Europe. AsSFOR AN INTEGRATED  pean foreign policy. Another joirgively on security and defence
a permanent member of the UNEUROPEAN SECURITY paper by the foreign ministers déast twice per year. This propos
Security Council, it can speak onAND DEFENCE POLICY Germany and France, Frank-Wdlas also already been called f
behalf of the Union at the Unitedust a few days after the Brexit reer Steinmeier and Jean-Mari the SPD position paper me
Nations. Furthermore, Great Britaferendum, the High Representativiyrault, which is titled “A strongioned before. | think it make
is a progressive force in climatef the Union for Foreign A airs anBurope in an insecure World%ense to put this idea on the age
diplomacy and developmentSecurity Policy presented a “Globgbes in the same direction, givinda once again in the context of
cooperation: it is the second larStrategy” to the EU Heads of Statemerous concrete examples tpossible Brexit.
gest donor of development aidnd Government. The paper ifustrate what a reformed CFSP/
after the United States and thEederica Mogherini’s response @©SDP could look like. As suchg achieve this upgrade of th
only country in the world that hathe “existential crisis of the EUSteinmeier and Ayrault propos&uropean Parliament, a change
introduced legislation commit The crisis has been worsened byat the EU develop a commothe EU Treaties is needed, whi
ting to spend 0.7% of its GNI othe decision of the British citizersnalysis of its strategic enwrorrequires an agreement among
development aid. to leave the European Union, whiteent and a common undersEU member states. It is not cle
also representing an opportunityanding of its security intereststhat Great Britain’s exit from th
Nevertheless, Brexit also providésr the EU to reform the CFSP awdlile highlighting that there aré&U would clear the way for suc
an opportunity to strengthen theCSDP. The High Representatidieerent levels of ambition amongstep, but it would at least weake
EU as a foreign policy actor, ascills for a “strong Union (...) thahe member states. As a censéhe group of countries that ha
would make a reform of the €onthinks strategically, shares-a vguence, more ambitious membebeen opposing any integratio
mon Foreign and Security Polisyon and acts together.” Thosstates should be free to develom the eld of CSDP in the past.
(CFSP) and Common Security aBtd member states that used ta more integrated foreign and
Defence Policy (CSDP) more likdlide behind or emulate the UK&ecurity policy that makes use
It is in this policy area that Britishnti-integration stance in the Euall available means.

= Read the article in its entire
@MAVW.progressivepost.eu

2
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EUROPEAMBID BREXI

Opinion Poll conducted by FEPS and the Jean Jaures Four @@ Sohcayingy

ritain’s Prime Minis
er, David Cameron, %

Jean Jaures

January 23, 2013PO YOU THINK IN THE FOLLOWING MONTHS AND YEARS, THE BRITISH ECONOMY...

9 %

)
A7

ensationally an — V
nounced that the United Kingdor.
would be holding a referendum
on its membership of the Euro %

pean Union. That announcemel

% %

became reality last June 23, anr, V

with almost 52% of the votes, the

%

0,
Leave camp won the day. T %
British have decided to separa . V

%

from the European Union. The si
tuation is unprecedented and the

%
consequences uncertain. Acros-
Europe, the media, experts an— V

% %
%\ | % %,

politicians of all persuasions are
concerned about the potential %

fallout from this exit, whethe . V
from the economic, geopolitic

% %
A0 2

or institutional point of view. And
while Brexit is of great interest to %

Europe’s leaders, itis also ofgre. . V

interest to citizens in Europe.

% %
% | % 2

What are their reactions? Hlus

trated through a series of opinion

polls, Jérdbme Fourquet sums this

up in an article entitled “Euro Will be weaknened
peans and Brexit”. To begin, he by the decision
points out that public opinion in to leave the EU
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Results as of July 2016, % of studied population

Will be strengthened
by the decision
to leave the EU

Will be neither strengthened
nor weakened by the
decision to leave the EU
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Europe “seems highly contrasted® MAJORITY OF THE BRITISH PUBLIC VOTED IN FAVOUR FOR THE EXIT OF THE
and attributes this situation to thROM THE EUROPEAN UNION. PERSONALLY, HOW DID YOU FEEL AFTER THIS D
uncertainty mentioned above. He

observes that in countries whe

high, the predominant reactio

is incomprehension (in German

for instance). Conversely, in t Understand why

more Eurosceptic countries and [
countries with fragile economies
the predominant feeling is one (
understanding (for example, i

France). Elsewhere, the prevaili Indi erent
sentiment is concern.

Do not understand why

Concern
As for the impact of Brexit on the
British economy, the vast-ma
jority of Europeans are scept
cal. They feel there is a dang
that this decision will weake
the United Kingdom. According
to Fourquet, “the patriots havs
[thus] lost the battle for public
opinion”. Remarkably, one of the
more curious consequences of Results as of July 2016, % of studied populati
the victory of the Leave campaign
is that many other people now
see greater bene ts in belonginfeeling of belonging to Europa Poland is public opinion mort addition to this reversal, publi
to the EU. For instance, 80% s the increasing hostility towardmclined to take a conciliatory stanagpinion in Europe is quite strong
Germans and 70% of French takbe organising of a referenduron Britain (70% want the EU to kegainst more recent candidate
a positive view of their belongingn whether or not to keep theitquite” or “very” conciliatory).joining (for example, only 30%
to the EU, compared with just 62%ountry in the EU. For instanc&ourquet further observes thaFrench, Belgian and German re|
and 57% respectively two yeamhile 54% of French and Italians avpinions vary by age categorpondents are in favour of Ukrai
ago. This substantial upswinggainst the idea, the proportion i¥oung people, who are less ejpining the EU). The case of t
in public opinion regarding thé&9% in Germany, 65% in Belgiuthusiastic about the EU than theBalkan countries is more comple
benefits of Europe concerns afi6% in Spain and even 67% #glders, are less intransigent thaim the founding countries, publi
political parties in both countrieg?oland. So at least for the momerthe latter. Likewise, the expecopinion is very much against the
(including the AfD — Alternative fiihe idea of a domino e ect seemtation of rmness with the UK igoining the Union, whereas in P
Deutschland), with the exceptioout of the question, but with the UKighest in the historically moréand and Spain, public opinion i
of France’s Front National. Howserving as a case study, thatsitupro-European political familiesnuch better disposed towards th
ver, public opinion in Italy seemtson could potentially change if it§including over 70% of UDI anBalkan countries. In view of all the
to be the exception in Europeaconomy were to pick up. Modem sympathisers). considerations, Fourquet warn
In Fourquet’s view, this reaction against an enlargement proce
can be ascribed to the migranin this context, public opiniorFinally, Brexit could bring théhat would be contrary to publi
crisis—which is a ecting Italy moreverywhere seems little inclinednlargement process to a halpinion (such as the case of Turk
than other countries — and to théo make any concessions to thBack in 2004, 30% of the Frenclas this could jeopardise citizen
budgetary concessions made tBritish. A majority of German87% of the Germans, 67% of theust in the EU and its institution
Brussels in recent decades.  French and Spaniards expect dtalians and 78% of the Spaniards
intransigent stance on demandwere in favour of Turkey joining t Read the entirety of
Fourquet demonstrates that thérom the UK (in addition to a relatiieU; those figures are now 13%, this analysis or full survey
corollary of this upturn in themajority in Italy and Belgium). Oniy2%, 46% and 34% respectively.  atwww.feps-europe.eu

Enthusiasm

Sadness
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ROBERT BIEDRON

Robert Biedro shakes up most stereotypes one would have about Fj
and its politicians. Born in the city of Rymanow, Mr. Biedro has been
in politics since the early 2000s. His electoral victory in the October
parliamentary elections meant that he was the rst openly gay memQi
the Sejm (lower house of the Polish Parliament). Being victim to he
bic attacks during his tenure did not stop him from also breaking the r
as the rst openly gay mayor in Poland. Earning 57% of the vote in
he became mayor of the city of S upsk, and still holds the post to thi

— What prompted you to elected and in the parliament, waspeech — | was beaten up and spat
start a political career? because | was gay. | did not thiak, it was not an easy time but |
this was fair, and had to prove &hew | had to survive and perse
RB:1 think undoubtedly, personalhe time that | was capable andere, especially if | wanted people
— When did your interest experiences. | thought that as ateserved to be a member of thi® get used to the presence of LG
in politics begin? Was it so atheist and openly gay persomarliament. | know that unfor BTQI people in the public space. If
mething ever-present since | would not have an easy life tnnately, this is a similar strugglere want to change people’s minds,
your youth? conservative Poland. | did not agreemetimes with female politiciangeople have to meet us, touch
with many things that | saw-hapvho have to constantly prove theirs, look at us, to see that we are
ROBERT BIEDRQO must say, it pening around me, and thoughtapabilities in the political spherdndeed, part of this society.
was not just an interest in politicghat if | wanted to live in a better worked much harder than my
it was an interest in society andountry —in a more open, toleranstraight colleagues, to prove that— How has your experience
solving its issues. Since | can rand diverse Poland — | had to ehhad the knowledge, energy, arid the Sejm been di erent than
member, | was involved in schoghge. This prompted me to startexperience, alongside a willinthat in the mayoral o ce?
and local causes; | collected mongylitical career. | was looking forgness to engage. Unfortunately,
for the Polish Medical System aslitical party, which was close tthis is a reality for many margin&kB: The Sejm was less practical.
a young volunteer. There was a nty political beliefs, and | found thiized people in our society. Being a mayor is a practical job; you
motivation from a speci ¢ persorSocial Democrats and got engaged have decisions to make about the
in my activities; | was just motivated the Social Democrat movement— What was it like being the holes on the road, to revitalization of
by the willingness to change the victim of homophobic aggres streets and neighbourhoods to the
world and x the problems around— What was it like serving assion several times since yourbuilding of schools. | have to say that
me, that's why | started gettingn openly gay member in theelection to the Sejm? being a member of parliament was
involved in politics. Politics waBolish Parliament (the Sejm)? more theoretical. While we make
a consequence of these kinds of RB:To put it mildly, it was not easylecisions in the parliament, we don't
activities. | knew politicians ha&B:Well, it was natural for meThere were no other members ske the immediate impact of our
the power and tools to change thieecause | was working. It was vergrliament that were being beatedecisions on people. While | enjoyed
world — and | understood that ifard for me, because people werg or who were victims of physichking Member of Parliament, | enjoy
| wanted to be e ective | neededonstantly judging and insinuatingggression. | faced not only ps¥eing involved in local government,
to engage in politics, and so | dithat the only reason why | washological aggression and hatehich | nd closer to the people.
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EUROPEAN DEMOCRA
NEEDS "SPITZENKANDIDAT

IN THE
EUROPEAN ELECTIONS

by Jo Leinen
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hard work in the next upcomings a great success. For the rstmake it clear, in an early stage
years, but would mean that part dfime, an election campaign forahead of the elections, that there
the European Parliament's seatle European elections had-perwill be no falling back into old
won't be distributed through-nasonalities, which campaignedtimes and habits. EuropeanPar
tional contingents, as they wouldcross the European Union andies, as main actors, have to be
be distributed directly on thepresented their programmes to prepared well. National member
European level. the electorate. For the rst time, parties should be involved and
The nomination of Europeakuropean citizens knew beforgake ownership of the procedure.
“Spitzenkandidatehor “lead the elections, which party sup Just as the European Unioncan
candidates” by the European Pgported which candidate. And, not function without the support
ties is another option to strengthefor the rst time, the people could of its Member States, the suc
the European dimension of thevatch televised debates betweercess of European lead candi
European elections and to makibe candidates, making the Eu dates depends primarily on the
them more democratic and transropean Union less abstract andsupport they enjoy among the
parent. Under the framework afhore tangible. national parties.
the Lisbon-Treaty the
European ParliametfiEuropean Parties still lack visibility, but
elects the President tfecause of their lead candidates many
the European Commisitizens made first contact with them.
sion, instead of onl\While the 2014 elections were a test-run,
giving its consent teetting a precedent, the 2019 elections
mbers of the Euro the European Councitould mark the nal breakthrough.”
ean Parliament usual choice, as it had been
don't vote accordingbefore. This stronger role of th€he media, citizens, and Euro
to their nationality, but according=uropean Parliament opens theean Parties themselves will get
to the line of their respective podoor to align European demecraaccustomed to the new practice.
litical groups. This transnationaty with the common democratiéncreased media coverage and
competition between differentpractice in the Member States. iifnproved nomination procedures
political visions and ideas has non the European level candidatesith intra-party competition will
been presented to the electoratbave to present themselves ttead to higher interest among vo
during the campaigns for Eurathe electorate during the electioters. European lead candidates
pean elections. The gap betwearampaign and fight for a majocannot replace a necessary refa
the supranational functioning ofity in the Parliament to becomef the rules governing the Eu
the European Parliament and th@ommission President, itis in fapean elections, but consideri
public debate on Europe is oftemoters who are deciding who shdhe lack of political will amo
stuck in national silos and can onlgad the EU’s executive — insteadtional governments for a €o
be overcome by the empowerof 28 Heads of State behind closedehensive improvement of t
ment of European Political-Padoors in the European Council. European electoral law, they 4
ties — the natural actors who ca2014, th&pitzenkandidateink  the best way to make the Europé
Europeanise political debates. tiative was experimental, perhapslections more transparent a
I am convinced that in the-meexplaining its imperfect nature. Fonore European.
dium term, European Parties dexample, due to the opposition of
not only need more resourcessome Heads of Government to thiot all national governmen
but, even more importantly, theypew modus operandi, too muchave come to terms with the f
need to have the opportunity tattention in the media was givethat the election of the Commi
compete for mandates. Thusdp the inter-institutional battle, atsion President is something to

than umbrella organisations fobetween the candidates. tatives in the European Parl
the national parties. The intro ment. For that reason, Europ
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NEXT ECONO

BUSINESS,
BUT FOR PEOPLE!

by Peter Hunt

Business is the engine that creates the wealth
upon which the progress of society is built. Yet
in recent years we have seen the erosion of trust
in corporations and the polarisation of the inte
rests of ordinary citizens from the businesses
for whom they work and with whom they trade.

he rich have increasedable to present a positive vision
their share of wealthof an economy that works for
whilst global corporationsordinary people.
have begun to behave afn the middle 20century, social

sovereign nations, but in the indemocrats turned to the state for
terest of their shareholders. Aéconomic and social solutions;
the same time austerity has athe subsequent swing to privati
fected working people most, witlsation and marketisation left little
a whole new generation of yourrgsponse from the left. Too often,
people facing greater challenggsrogressives o er only an alterna
than ever before. tive, albeit kinder, management
The way the economy is ergaf the same economic systems
nised, how business operateshat are seen to have failed. The
and ultimately how wealth ionly radical alternatives being
shared among people, is crudiscussed on the left are throw-
cial to rebuilding trust with thebacks to an equally discredited
electorate. Business needs tstate-controlled past.
be trusted by its customers, t&Ve cannot o er a binary choice
respect its workers, and to-folbetween government control or
low a purpose that serves theupport for a free market. We
common good rather than privateeed to nd a policy narrative that
interests. Progressives need to lsennects with and inspires voters
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©stefanolunardi

STRASBOURG, FRAN®IS bicycle shop in old town Strasbo
is an example of a successful small business cooperative.

by aligning the recognisable sdive in, our places of work and r@f business through cooperati
cial democratic political valuesaxation, our healthcare, nanciahnd mutuals. This could help
of fairness and democracy withwell-being and energy providerglevelop strong progressive a
new political plan for organisingooperatives are an intrinsic pagiopulist policies that can wo
our economy and society. of the lives of our people. for many social democratic a
A business policy that promoteMore than one in ve of our citizerlabour parties in the EU.
the interests of citizens beforés a member of a coop — twice as

capital could do this. In manynany people as those who owhheséPeople’dusinesses :
EU countries, the history of-coshares in listed rms. Nearly ve Work in the interests
perative and mutual business isillion people work in cooperatives, of their customers

interwoven with progressive-maand these people’s businesses celShare widely the rewards

vements. Many trade unions arldctively have earnings in excessof enterprise > ABOUT

socialist societies originally fourof several billion Euros each yearActively engage and involve | Peter Huntis Managing Partrfer
ded these organisations to-pro their workers and Founder of Mutuo, the leagling
vide services to their membersA progressive plan for business advocate for co-operative and fhu
The size and scope of the ceopexists and is possible to grow. It is the Progressive movemaritial businesses. Prior to thatfor

EU is already impressive. Fratmat promotes and nurtures €ustherefore value, embrace and drcretary of the Co-operative Party.
the food we eat to the homes wmer and employee ownershipourage policies for them.

rative business sector across thghould include a policy agendaho can truly understand the:{ten years he was the Genera| Se
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NEXT SOCIAL

THE PROGRESS
CONSUMPTION TA
FISCAL MAGIC?

by Robert H. Frank

When all stand to get a better view at a concert or sporting event, none sees any better than |
had remained comfortably seated. Many forms of consumption spending are wasteful in analog
ways. Families spend more on their daughter’'s wedding in the hope of staging a celebration
guests will remember as special. But special is a relative concept. When all families spend m
the standards that de ne special merely escalate. The good news is that a simple change in
policy could eliminate this form of waste.

ow much do parents feehow costs more than $76,000.

they need to spend onWhy are people are spending so

their daughter’s wed much more? The short answer is
ding? They want guests to remerthat rising income and wealth
ber it as a special occasion, butequality have sharply raised the
“special” is a relative concept. bar that de nes “special.” There
Standards differ from place tés no evidence that higher wed
place and from era to era. In 1988ing costs have made marrying
the cost of an average Americarouples any happier. On the
wedding, adjusted for in ation,contrary, increased expenditures
was $11,000; a princely sum on weddings actually appear to
most parts of the world evenncrease the likelihood of divorce,
today. But by 2014, that figurthey are almost purely wasteful.
had escalated to $30,000, and iThe good news is that a simple
Manhattan the average weddinchange in tax policy could free
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up a large share of the resourcemllar, it would also owe an addi
currently being wasted in similational dollar of tax.

ways. Speci cally, we could scraphe incentive e ects of a progres
the current progressive income tasive consumption tax would be
in favour of a much steeper-pranarkedly di erent.

gressive tax on each household®onsider, for example, how the
consumption. Families wouldax would a ect a wealthy family
continue to report their taxable inthat had been planning a large
come and also their annual savinggjdition to its mansion. If it faced
as many now do for tax-exem marginal consumption tax rate of
retirement accounts. The diffe100 percent, that addition would
rence - income minus savings -®w cost twice as much. Even
the family’s annual consumptiothe wealthy respond to price in
expenditure. That amount, lessentives (that's why they live in
a large standard deduction - sagmaller houses in New York than
30,000€ for a family of four - idn Seattle). So the tax would be F
the family’s taxable consumptiorpowerful incentive for this family§
Rates would start low and woulth scale back its plans. It could®
then rise much more steeply thahuild an addition half as big, for
those under the currentincome taxexample, without spending more
Families in the bottom half of ththan it originally planned. Conservatives have long favoured
spending distribution would pay proposals to tax consumptign
lower or no higher taxes than und@he scal magic occurs becausiastead of income. They generglly
the current system. But high-maother wealthy families who'd alsfavour a at tax, but because @t
ginal rates on top spenders wouldlanned additions to their mantaxes would make inequality-dfa
not only generate more revenugions would respond in a similanatically worse, they are unlikgly
than the current system, but wouldray. And since no one denies thaver to be adopted. So a progrgs
also reshape spending patterns leyond some point, it's relativesive consumption tax may be @ur
ways that would bene t peoplenot absolute, mansion size thainly politically realistic hope i[r

up and down the income laddereally matters, the smaller addiending the downturn quickly ai
If top marginal income tax ratesons would serve just as well dsniting the growth in consum
are set too high, they discouragé all had built larger ones. Thgon inequality that has made ljfe
productive economic activity. Inax would have similar e ects irso much more di cult for the 99
the limit, a top marginal incomether luxury domains. Not a shreglercent. As economists are fand

tax rate of 100 percent woulaf evidence suggests that suchdd saying, there’s no free lunchjAn

mean that taxpayers would gaichange would make top earneiisportant exception to that rulg> ABOUT
nothing from working hardemany less happy. If all mansior®owever, is that when existing f[@Robert H. Frankas been an ecp
or investing more. In contrastwere a little smaller, all cars sangements are grossly wastefulpmics professor for more than

a higher top marginal rate ofittle less expensive, all diamondss possible for everyone to hawedecade. His books include Pas

consumption would actually-ena little more modest, and alt cemore of everything. Growingin¢aions Within Reason, Principlgs of
courage savings and investmerlebrations a little less costly, thene disparities, which are larggélyconomics (with Ben Bernarke),
A top marginal consumption tastandards that de ne “special’a consequence of market forceShe Winner-Take-All Society (jvith
rate of 100 percent, for examplen each case would adjust accohave made it far more expensiv&hilip Cook), and, most receitly,

would simply mean that if aingly, leaving successful peopfer middle-income families uccess and Luck.
wealthy family spent an extr@ust as happy as before. achieve many basic goals.
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TRANSPAREN
IN THE EU,

ropean Ombudswoman sirjc
2013. She was formerly Irelgn
Ombudswoman and Informa§o
Commissioner.

by Emily O’Reilly

My original commentary on transparency has been blown o course - like
so many things - by the UK’s vote to leave the European Union on 23 June.
The dust from the referendum will take many years to settle.

rom an Ombudsman’stings largely without active ci
perspective, however,tizen scrutiny. This changed ondke UROPEAN COMMISSION
ne conclusion canthe nancial and economic crisis
already be drawn. Thestarted. Suddenly access-to-do
run-up to the vote sawcument requests shot up. People Directors
the EU subject to a greater depthianted to know who made the
of scrutiny about what it actuallglecisions that set the country on
does than ever before in its hist@ourse for an international-bai commissioners /
ry. The detail with which seriousut. So in uncertain times, when /
British newspapers - and indeegeople are worried about their \
serious newspapers right acrodsiture, they tend to look more
the Union - wrote about Europeatiosely at how decisions a ecting
issues such as trade, migration ¢niem are made.
the EU budget was unprecedentdtls important to stress that the
in scale and scope. This is positiieuropean Commission goes a lot
Once people know more aboutirther when it comes to transpa

Cabinet Members

what an institution or organisatiorent decision-making than most Commissioners

does, it appears less forbiddingMember States. It has taken on

My experience as Ombudsman liard the fact that the rise of so Cabinet Members

Ireland showed that in the ‘goodial media has profoundly altered

times’ - while the Celtic Tiger wake parameters of what is censi Source: www.integritywatch.eu , 2015-2016

still going strong - people hadlered an acceptable level of trans POLICY LEVEL

been relatively content to let thgarency for governments and the@urrent transparency provisions apply to Commissioners (including President
government go about its businesadministrations. When Europearend Vice-Presidents), their cabinets and all Directors-General. The shares of
make its decisions and hold meeightly cry the lack of transparencie pie re ect the number of meetings by hierarchy level.
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TOP 10 HOSTS
Individuals from the European Commission with most contacts with lobbyists.
| When individuals meet several lobby organisations in a single meeting, the tool

Commissioner Miguel Arias Cafiete

counts each contact separately. The number of contacts can thus be higher

Commissioner Gunther Oettinger than the number of meetings.

Director-General Dominique Ristori LOBBYIST O Corporate
Municipal
NGOs
Stig Joergen Gren Consultants
9 g Churches
Unknown Q Consultants
Vice-President Andrus Ansip Think Tanks .
Q
Think Tanks §
©
Commissioner Jonathan Hill §
NGOs Unknown >
£
Edward Bannerman . %
\ Municipal 2
8
issioner Vi s 2
Commissioner Violeta Bulc / Churches @

Michael Hager Corporate

Director-General Robert Madelin

000000[ ||

The classi cations in this graph re ect the categories established by the EU
Transparency Register. Names have been shortened. The shares of the pi

T T T T T T 1

Number of contacts

re ect the number of registered organisations per category.

at the heart of the EU, the maifihis is very di erent to previougxpert groups and how it feeds inteansparent decision-making will

problems do not in fact lie in thérade agreements. the Commission’s policy-makingome via the Transparency Regis
Commission or Parliament. Still, the TTIP timetable is urprocess. There should be robusgr. Talks are currently underway
As people receive news or heaertain. Not least because manyand fully implemented - rulego overhaul it. To my mind, the

about issues in real time, thepeople are distrustful of thosgoverning senior o cials moving tamew-look register - which should

demand answers in real time. Takaking decisions on their behalfake jobs in the private sector. Thebecome really mandatory and be
the ongoing negotiations on th&/hile transparency is never are two areas that | have looked intaxtended to the Council - should
Transatlantic Trade and Investsilver bullet’ to regain trust, it imnd have received a good responsecome a ‘central transparency
ment Partnership (TTIP). Initimlecessary to increase trust in thieom the Commission. hub’ for anyone trying to nd out

grass roots concerns - as well aecision-making process. There is scope for further improveexactly how an organisation has
concerns raised by Members d¢feople should be con dent thatment however. The Juncker €onsought to wield in uence in the EU.
the European Parliament - aboutegotiations carried out in theimission took the praiseworthyrhe EU needs to set the ‘gold stan
the EU-US trade deal were anmame are being done in goostep of obliging all senior o cialsdard’ when it comes to being open
pli ed on Twitter and Facebook.faith; that the results have noin the Commission to record andnd accountable, because its de

In the absence of informatiomeen subject to undue lobbyingublish their meetings with in cisions have far-reaching implica

about what exactly was on thand that there is rigorous parliaterest representatives. | see ntons for citizens, yet itis perceived
table - at rst even the negotiatingnentary scrutiny. reason why this obligation shoulds distant and unknowable. As
mandate was under wraps -ceBut this checklist does not onlgot be extended to all Commissigorofoundly as the Brexit vote has
tain fears took hold. Following mgpply to negotiations on TTIP. pblicy sta ; after all it is desk-0 shaken the EU, this is also an op
office’s intervention and that oshould apply to all aspects of pacers who do the preliminary worgortunity for all of us to reassess
the Parliament, the Commissiolicy-making. It should be clear, farn a piece of legislation. how we communicate and interact
has taken a much more proactivexample, what kind of advice & test of all three of the main insvith European citizens. We should
approach to releasing documentsjiven by the over 800 Commissiditutions’ commitment to morenot fail to grasp it.
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NEXT ENVIRONME

AN ENLIGHTENED
INDUSTRIAL POLJCY:4

the design of an EU Emiss|o

Trading System. He was fornjer
a climate policy o cer in the €p
vironmental administration of fhe

Flemish government in BeIgiIJm.

by Thomas Wyns

At a time when belief in the European Union as a project for peace and prosperity is challen
an enlightened industrial policy that matches reducing greenhouse emissions with improv
competitiveness could give oxygen to Europe’s workers and entrepreneurs. It can become the f
dation of a new prosperous and low-carbon age in Europe’s history.

ep greenhouse gagesearching decarbonisation-careasy, as most of the low-hangimgpportunity to use a specific
mission reductionsnot ignore essential economifruits have already been pickedype of CO2-capturing techrolo
n Europe’s energychallenges for these industriesthere also is no single silver bullgy, which comes with important
intensive industries such as increased internationdbr these deep emission reducco-bene ts. In the steel sector,
are often regarded as expensivepmpetition and global overcations. Therefore, an economically new type of blast furnace; cur
harmful to competitiveness opacity. A new public sector leattractive low-carbon transitionrently tested in the Netherlands,
even impossible. In a recent rendustrial policy would be ablevill require the combinationwould be less costly to build and
port, the Institute for Europeario address both elements at thef three pillars. These are theperate compared to conventio
Studies (IES) analysed the psame time and hence catalyse thpgocess, product and businesaal technologies while reducing
tential of important Europeartransition to a competitive, highlynodel transformations. emissions signi cantly.
industrial sectors, such as steeinnovation-driven and low-ear Radical process innovation ikinovative high value-added-pro
chemicals and cement, to reducbon European industry. still an important option for theducts will also play a key role in the
emissions by more than 80% bBetween 1990 and 2013, EU industrial sector. In the chemicahdustrial low-carbon transition.
2050. This would enable the EUdaistry contributed signi cantlyindustry, there is ample potenDevelopment of new high-perfor
contribute signi cantly towardsto the economy-wide emissiotial for using biomass waste, asing chemical compounds that
achieving the long-term goalseductions in the EU. Howevea, feedstock for replacing most afan easily be assembled from bio-
mentioned in the Paris Climat&pping into the reduction potenthe oil-based inputs. The cemeriiased feedstock will be critical
Change Agreement. Howevetial of 80% and beyond will not bndustry seems to have a uniqugere. For cement, a promising and
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CZECH REPUBLIEr pollution and its controls are a signi cant concern for EU policy makers.

widely abundant clinker substistreamlining, modernisation anghe more challenging parts of thpunishing industries that move
tute, mentioned in this reportincreased overall value added atdustrial low-carbon transfor towards low-carbon processes or
can reduce emissions by 30%ower sales volumes. mation will be to bring promisindpusiness models.

while giving the same properThese three industrial transilow-carbon process technologie¥he EU finds itself at an impor
ties as the commonly used Portions cannot be seen as isolated the commercialisation stagetant momentin its industrial deve

land cement. Advanced materidtom other major shifts in the EThese new process technologiéspment. Thanks to technological
science leading to high perforeconomy that are expected ovewill need to be market-ready bprocess and product innovations
mance and lightweight steel cathe next decades. The growth @030 to allow for deploymenthat are happening throughout the
open a market for steel predurenewable electricity can becoacross the EU by 2050. Agaimdustries, achieving competitive
cers, which targets downstrearme an economic asset for indushese investments will be capitaleep emission reductions can be
consumers in need of these typesal transformation through theintensive, but also, due to theipossible over the next decades.
of steel for low-carbon perfor smart use of demand respons@ioneering nature, risk intensivelhe public sector has to play
mance of their products. Increased resource e ciency asThe proposed EU Emissions T catalytic role in enabling this
Business model transitions will bgart of a circular economy is-analing System Innovation Fund ftransition, driven by a vision that
essential to enable both econather example. Both the steel anithe period 2020-2030 can-be fully integrates decarbonisation
mic and environmental bene tsthe chemical sector have signi come an important tool to-en challenges in a modern industrial
Ammonia and fertiliser produccant potential to increase re-usagable a timely commercialisatiopolicy. At a time when belief in the
tion can move from a manufactuand recycling of products. For thef these process technologiessuropean Union as a project for
ring sector more into the directiosteel industry, this would t wellGovernments can also enablpeace and prosperity is challen

of agricultural services, by benewith a move towards higher levethe creation of markets for newed, this enlightened industrial
ting from the use of emergingf electric arc steel and away frohow-carbon products throughpolicy for Europe could bring hope
biotechnologies. The cemeniblast furnace production. public procurement. Avoidingo workers and entrepreneurs. It
and steel industries will have tRealising a low-carbon industrsegulatory misalignment is a thirdan become the foundation of a
address the current (and possiblyill require smart and committecelement that requires evaluatiomew prosperous and low-carbon
structural) overcapacity througtpublic policies and support. One @fs to avoid (unintentionally)age in Europe’s history.
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by Laura Slimani

Left-wing parties are traditionally more associated with a democratic practice of power than t
right. But is organising primaries enough to make a political formation inclusive? Answering the
for choice in our societies implies calling into question our collective and individual habits.

speci ¢ to the left, against a righgnate candidates and party leaders
that is perpetually awaiting thesu cient? How do we explain the
providential man or woman. fact that the faces of left-wing
However, this pattern is eroding, dsaders are so alike?
right-wing parties have understoo8houldn’t we be looking at the ex
that in societies increasingly-edwperience of internal democracy of
ty leadership contestscated and informed, a leader iBodemos, in which sympathisers
setthe pace of life of ouistronger if chosen democraticalvote a lot more often, or that of the
political parties with,so ly by his political family. As-evFive Star Movement in Italy, whose
metimes, surprising resultsdenced by the internal election d¥1Ps adopt at Parliament the policy
The last example that comes tthe right-wing Spitzenkandidat tdictated by their electorate after an
mind is undoubtedly the victory adhe European elections of 2014cnline consultation?
Jeremy Corbyn of the leadershipterestingly, the right had a re@n the other hand, how do we
of the Labour party, which nobodyternal election opposing Junckezxplain that extreme right parties,
expected and yet enthused an into Barnier, while the socialists haghthered around a gurehead such
pressing number of campaignersnly one candidate... as Marine Le Pen, Victor Orban or
Change is always met with sonMoreover, is our political family akorg Haider, have such appeal?
resistance, but that capacity talemocratic as it pretends to be? I$ltimately, what is expressed,
respect the vote of supporters ithe multiplying of primaries to desthrough authoritarianism or-de
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LONDON, UNITED KINGbSiHdents and rst-time voters usually play crucial roles in deciding which policies and parties govern their

mand of choice, is a willingness offatic consultation implies someise it. It implies working on the
citizens to master their own destinysk-taking, and we are seldordomination mechanisms within
and a feeling that this is not the caseady to take it. We must-unour parties to address them, as
currently. Democracy in the pracderstand that refusing to debatevell as supporting youth organi
tice of power isn't only de ned by aubstantively will only weaken sations, which encompass a lot of
set of rules that guarantee votes wilblitical family founded on prinyoung people and will do it even
be respected. Three conditionsiples of democracy and equalitynore if they are given the means
are necessary for a genuinelfhe second condition for an incluo develop themselves.

inclusive leadership. sive leadership is that all shoul@he third condition for an irclu
First, voting must matter. Whyave equal access to participatiosjve leadership is that it remains
vote in a leadership contest if thehatever the gender, colour of skép, once in power. Too often,
die has already been cast througir social background. Howeveleft-wing parties give in to the
secret arrangements? Why partive need only look at the groupystem in place, mainly econo
cipate if there is only one candpictures from the socialists’ Euranic. Real questions emerge on
date? If new faces are to be draygean pre-Council meetings to setae capacity to carry out leftist
to politics, ballot papers must behat isn’'t the case. The die is cagiolicies in Europe within insti
given some power. For examplBemocracy implies that each of ustions and rules that render it
it would be interesting if socialisthould have the key to compreheextremely challenging to raise low
and social-democrat voters werding the world and system arounslaries, tax pro ts and capital,
to decide on a possible coalitions. We must, therefore, putin place reduce working time. It is a
with the right following the nexhecessary mechanisms for equalityhole other debate, yet it needs
European elections, and the basid its respect, to strengthen théo be addressed. There is no point
on which such alliance could beducation of the public, so thaleading a party if it means being
made possible. Any truly demaall can access knowledge anpowerless in transforming society.
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by Elio di Rupo

European youth is particularly a ected by the current crisis. Austerity has made them poor and r
dered their future cloudier. Today there are 4.5 million young people unemployed in the Europ
Union, and in some countries, 50% of young people are jobless.

nal politics, which they perceivgood. It has also distanced Eur¢han isolationism. The task is ours
as distant from their concernpeans further away from Européo invent new social protections,
and with little in uence on theirWe need Europe. To preserte guarantee a better quality of
day-to-day life. peace and protect those thatgldife, to create a new solidarity
And could we blame them at halisation has forgotten. Sayingaimongst Europeans rather than
time when member states outisn't enough —we need to prove ibrganising social and economic
fundamental European values®ithout action, European integrecompetition, which opposes
When governments erect fenceson, already questioned by Brexithem. Jacques Delors once said
n a recent poll, young Euroand walls within Europe insteadill be permanently stopped. that nobody falls in love with a
peans were asketDo you of showing solidarity towards miLeaders have a great responsgtommon market — I'd like to add
think that the economic crisigrants eeing death. When théility to close the gap with arthat young Europeans will not fall
has marginalised the youth imterest of multinationals maniindispensable youth. They hava love with austerity either.
your country, that is, excludedestly has priority over those ab show that politics can be th&®ethinking and preserving our
them from the social and economititizens, especially in businesshield of the general interesshared future requires changing
life?”, 57% answered “yes” (Eur®r when former leaders supposeabainst private ones. the economic and social agenda.
barometer survey - May 2016). to protect the European commoirogressives, gathered within thEhis urgent task cannot be left to
good unscrupulously join bideuropean Socialist Party, havegavernments alone. The elabora
Young Europeans aren't disintéinance — the very industry thatesponsibility to suggest a cleation of a new European political
rested by social issues, quite theas destabilised Europe. break with the neoliberal modegproject that upholds the values
opposite, they are always joininghe neoliberal model is bringingnd the rules it has imposedf solidarity and fairness will only
new forms of mobilisation. BuEurope to its economic, socian Europe: sharing rather thahappen if civil society, and in par
there is no denying that they feelnd democratic demise. Austeowning, trading rather tharnicular European youth, is asso
increasingly alienated by traditiority has done more damage thamccumulating, solidarity ratheriated to the rethinking of Europe.
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by Doru Frantescu
In partnership with VoteWatch Europe

Data from the last European elections shows a sharp decrease
in the turnout of young people voting. Even more worryingly,
the gap between the participation of the oldest generation and

the youngest one is widening. While an opposite trend can .4

be observed in some of the Member States such as Sweden,
Italy and Greece, the overall issue of youth participation in EU
elections should be addressed. .

%

s show that a
aajority of the
youth trust EU ins
titutions. On the other
hand, the low level of inte
rest of young people for the Eurd®
pean elections only creates a ne ..
paradox of old habits. As little e
27.8% of the youngest generati(’
(18-24 years old) voted for the@®
MEPs in 2014. Moreover, the Ia@ Not a member state of EU
gap between the participation
of the youngest and the oldest
age groups is striking, to say the ELECTIONS FOR THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
least - a valid source of concel@AP BETWEEN TURNOUT % OF VOTERS AGED AND
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for the European institutions. lthe national elections, howeveglections than the national ave
fact, as young people hold morthis gap is much lower, as in theage (85.8%). This difference
positive attitudes towards thecase in Ireland, where more thamight partially account for the
EU than older generations, the#5% of Irish youth voted. di erent electoral results of Swe
absence at the polling station$his pattern holds for almostlish political parties in European
actually rewards parties that arevery European country, with thend national elections, as smaller
more critical of EU integration. notable exception of Sweden, ant&ft-wing parties (such as the
of course, those countries whergeminist Initiative) performed
Some examples can shed light eoting is mandatory: Luxembourgetter at the European elections
this di erence. The rst map showsnd Belgium. In fact, in the lagshan at the national ones.
that, in Ireland, there was a gap Buropean elections, many more
55 percentage points betweepoung Swedes showed up ilfi one compares the results of
the turnout of the youth (18-24 yeatomparison to their older ceunthe European elections of 2014 12
olds) and older generation (55+) kerparts (a positive di erence 02009, paradox strikes again. Not
2014. Next door, a high level of dit7%). Furthermore, millennialenly was there an overall sharg
satisfaction of young people is alseere the most participative ageecrease in youth electoral-par
observed in the United Kingdongroup. Such a di erence is eveticipation, but a further widening
as less than 20% of young peoptaore striking when the figuref the generational gap. As is
exercised their right to vote oveis compared to the estimateshown by the second map, ther=
the last European elections. Oaff participation by age for thés an overall increase in the gap
the other hand, over 50 percemational elections. In the sambetween the older and the younge:
of the elderly went to the Britislyear, 2014, fewer young Swedage group, although in the case
polling stations. When it comes t81.3%) voted in the nationadf Sweden its direction is reverse,
with the younger demographic now
participating more than the elderly.

The case of Sweden is not isolate.u.

21% 76% It rather stands as the start of a

29% 647 pattern which can be also seen

19% 53¢ . . .

o oo in countries struck by austerity.

10% e such as Greece and lItaly, whele

5% 57% more young voters participated

2929 S in the European elections, whilc

- — the level of abstention increased

o o among the older generation. Italy

27% 52% is one of the most prominent casé&he crisis of the Eurozone and the

of a reduction in the participatiomeated debates on austerity mea
gap between the two generationsures show just how deeply the de
cisions taken at the EU level a ect
This trend does not hold in théhe daily lives of its citizens. This is
case of Cyprus and Portugal, whexeguably what could have spurred
youth participation fell dramaticalthe desire of young Spanish and
ly in 2014. Speci c factors relatetialians to change. After all, young
to the di erent political systemspeople are the most a ected by
in these countries account for thighe rise in the unemployment level
di erence, such as the absencé Southern Europe. Time will tell
of strong left wing anti-establiif these patterns will last. One
shment parties, able to capitalisthing is certain: the Union needs
on the disa ection of young voter#s youth back — its opinions, ideas
towards austerity policies. and energy, in order to stay strong.
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by Emma Murphy

Today’s European political leaders bemoan low rates of youth mobilisation in formal institutic
such as political parties and electoral voting, but in doing so they take little account of the fact t
the meaning and practice of politics is changing for young citizens. Millennials have no problem
political participation; they just do it in di erent ways and in di erent places from their parents. /
they in turn become the leaders of tomorrow, this will transform the political landscape.

ly. Out will go the spin-doctor whéaster, to lter their thoughts asYoung people sing their politics

translates complex party manithey become words, but at théwell that's nothing new), they

festos into mass-media soundame time remain authentic t@nact it through popular art and

omorrow’s politi  bites, grooming politicians taheir voting interlocutor. Whoculture, shopping preferences,

cal leader will be be characterless, humourless;ares if you wear a suit and tif@od choices, and sports activities.

a true digital native, over-coiffured figureheads.-Insfor a Tweet or an Instagram posThe next generation of political

having been socialisedead, political leaders will speaBe natural, be sincere, be yoursdiaders will be not just present in

as much through thedirectly to mass publics and indivBut don't be frivolous — we are ndhiese political spaces, but dynamic

internet and social dual citizens alike. Every potentialiots just because we only use 4ttors. They will not just drop in for

media as through conventionaloter will be a ‘friend’, the personaharacters and like a witty memehe day, wearing casual clothes
routes like the family, religious ingnd the public persona will blend, and hoping desperately not to
titutions or school. Their politicahnd communication will be rapid here are other political spaces lnok awkward as they show their
consciousness will be less territand interactive. They won't hawehich tomorrow’s leaders will beagerness to be seen to be-liste
rially xed, and less constrained bto adjust, or even try — this willound, beyond the obvious. Milleming. Rather, this will be where they
old locally bound identities ande as much their natural state asials express their political prefecome from and they won't feel a
vocabularies. They will understargpeech giving at party congressesnces and opinions, mobilise anteed to cast o the cultural habitus
the nature, function and spaces @i grandstanding in parliamentsare active, in what might normallgf youth in order to progress to the

political communication di erent They will need to be able to thirtke thought of as leisure spaceadult world of politics.
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But what happens when they moveadership has become synonyions who arguably have less the ‘brave new world'.

into positions of power? Todayimous with opportunism, both-perlose, or at least less time te erSo tomorrow’s political leader will
youth mistrust politicians; toosonal and on behalf of traditionalure, the consequences. Thoseeed to stake out a clear norma
many manifesto promises havgarties. It has been cut o fromaged between 16 and 18, who &inee agenda, both for themselves
been broken, too many comproits democratic roots through itdegally considered old enough tand for their party — and stick
mises made in order to retain professionalisation, bureaucratimarry, drive a car, own a busineds, it regardless of the imphca
share of power, too many privatgation and centralisation. pay tax or die for their countrytions for accessing power. They
pockets lled with public money, were not even allowed to vote (alvill no longer be able to say ‘we
too many favours done for friend3.he Brexit result confirmed téhough one online wiki and forundeal with the world as it is’ but
Millennials may like activist-coaBritish youth that they are e ec The Student Room, conducted rather they will need to convince
litions that set aside ideologicaively excluded from the politicapoll which revealed that 82 percermitizens that they also believe in
differences in order to achieveystem and its decision-makingf voters in the age group would vision of what the world should
a shared goal, but they intensefyrocesses. According to pollingave voted to Remain). look like. They will need to join
dislike grand-coalitions amongrganisation YouGov, 75 perceBy the time any withdrawal ithe single-issue dots of today’s
leaders, which entail abardoof 18-24 year olds and 56 perceadmplete and the contours ofillennialist activism into a cohe
ning fundamental party valuesf 25-49 year olds voted to remai new UK-EU relationship havent and hopefully progressive
and reversing ideologically driveim Europe, but their wishes haw&arted to take shape, it is thesdiscourse, which is inclusive of
policy commitments. Politicabeen set aside by older generaitizens who will have to navigatdl citizens whatever their age.
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by Fabio Wolkenstein

There is a robust tension between the idea of leadership and the idea of
democracy. For if the people ought to rule themselves, what room is #félestive political project and,

for representatives to shepherd them in a certain direction? So as,gQ

at the same time, ensure that
(B ject remains responsive

democrats, we should perhaps be sceptical about leadership as suahtheir preferences and values.

Reflecting on this “bridging”
role of political leadership, one

his view is widely progressives pause. Is this an iregularly to attend activist meealready gets a first glimpse on

shared among dication that progressives shoultings. This is where leadershiwhat future progressive leaders

those on the left who strive for a kind of democracy thdias its place. A democratic pomight look like. Such leaders

consider bottom-up places utmost emphasis on colitical leader can build a bridgeould harness the normative

decision making and lective participation, rejecting th&etween those who engage atleas and motivational potential
direct-democratic idea of strong leadership? Is, the grassroots level in pursuit af grassroots movements te re

rule the only valid form of-de other words, the question of how particular political vision, ancruit the non-organised citizenry

mocracy. And we should take future progressive leaders withose dispersed citizens who - @ats a genuine partner in shared
seriously. For in many Europednok, the wrong question to ask®ost - participate in electiongolitical activity, establishing a
countries, we are witnessing a every four or five years. Thegonnection between the political
renaissance of this perspectivd, think not. The way forward izan instil in those latter citizens aims pursued by the activists on
for example in the “Momentum'ather to think about leadershigense of shared commitment tthe ground, and the ideals and

movement in the British Labouand bottom-up participation-to
party, which grew rapidly sincgyether. Progressive grassroo.
Jeremy Corbyn became partynovements such as Momentum
leader. Promising to democracan provide important normative
tise not just the party but locaimpulses, promoting as they do
government, workplaces andh distinctive vision of an alterna
society itself, this movement isive, possibly better, society - a
especially successful at attracvision the larger political party
ting young people. It speaks tthey belong to might have aban
millennials who want to changeloned a long time ago. Yet nct
the rules of the game througteveryone can be expected to en
political participation - and-lar gage in these movements, ana
gely without leadership. the participatory institutions they
The appeal grassroots moveinstitute, in a continuous anc
ments like Momentum, that exercoordinated fashion, not least be
cise on millennials, should giveause most people lack the time
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concerns of those who perceive
themselves as passive recipients
of policy. This is of course not
going to be an easy task. But, to
their voters, it seems clear that
future leaders will have to invest
their efforts and energies into
reconnecting with the grassroots,
not least because of the latter's
capacity to inspire political-ac
tivism among millennials. And if
‘he grassroots are also capable
of providing progressive politics
with sustained political visions,
the progressive project at large
is likely to pro t.



by Anne Muxel

The attraction of populist parties in segments of the European youth isn’t new. But in recent y
it has gained momentum in many countries and has led to the consolidation of a strong elect
base. Parties that merge anti-immigration policies with a nationalist focus and an anti-establishm
stance have been able to develop that base and capitalise on it.

he impact of
youth unempley
ment is significant:
60% of unemployed
first-time voters or
rst-time job seekers
are willing to vote for the FN-can
didate in France (against 36% of
unemployed people in the broa
der population). But the electoral
attractiveness of Le Pen encom
passes segments of youth less ex
posed to the economic and social
crisis, and with easier access to
jobs: 27% of ‘students’ are als>
tempted by that political road.
In many European countries, youriy
people are the rst group a ected
by the lack of access to the labour
market and by rampant unemploy
ment. In most cases, the responsi
bility falls onto the big government
parties, which are considered-inef

cient. The EU is accused of eatiypung people’s quest for identity
away at national sovereignty tm an increasingly complex envi
the prot of liberal globalisationronment. The lack of a supra-na
forces. This thesis is nurtured kional mythology to help decipher
“anti-system” parties and echoethe globalised and open world in
the concerns of downward sociabhich they evolve, fuels nationa
mobility of the low-skilled youthlism and protectionism. Indeed, no
with little education and belongingther European narrative has been
to the working class. Of coursable to replace the once uniting
populism also a ects rich ceun post-war idea of Europe as an en
nies where the economic crisis hagne of peace and growth. Against
had little impact. But it appearshis vacuum, the most socially and
particularly convincing for strugeconomically fragile young have
gling young generations, which séeund solace in the simple and
themselves as the losers of the eqoerennial symbols of the nation,
nomic globalisation. It is therefordefined by a language, a flag, a
unsurprising that the working clagsational history and local parti
youth nds in the programmes o€tularisms. National identities rally
populist parties, an outlet for itpeople around cultural references
social issues and its worries andoted in a familiar history.

doubts about its future. Finally, national-populist parties
This feeling of vulnerability abouttene t from their position outside
the job market is reinforced byf the ‘system’ and often appear
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as new; bringing new values ar the focus of political action, aé the political representation and he third direction is a call te Eu
untarnished by the exercise dll political stakeholders at all levetzrganisation that entails delegatingpe and the European construc
power. This is helped by the cuof governance. Training must responsibilities and power. Politicéilon project. In this too, a real
rent political representation crisisompletely redesigned to adapand democratic pedagogy is ngpedagogic e ort is needed. It is
where distrust towards politicalvith the evolutions and transforcessary to reconcile these two leirgent that the project be incar
parties is strong and is damagingations of the job market. It isels and rehabilitate political actionated by social, economic and
the democratic pact. also necessary to look into thim young people’s minds. It is alsultural personalities - but rst
professional orientation of younugital that we rede ne what the geand foremost, by politicians. Such
How should we address the- supeople from the start, alongsideeral interest is through commoreformulation of the European po
cess of populist parties with someieir professional integration.  values, at a time when single-issligcal project must not do without
young Europeans? By inventing a protests are multiplying. Moreovenational feelings of belonging. But
narrative and establishing pracThe second direction that will rewe need to show strong resolve these must be rede ned to be in
tices in at least three directions. capture the politically disillusionedghting corruption, which erodesclusive, with rights and duties being
The rst, which is the most funand disappointed youth, is the recon dence in politics and its repreupheld within an open nation. This
damental and urgent one, is theovation of the political landscapesentatives, whilst widening the gap an ambitious and visionary-char
issue of unemployment and th&/e need to find a new mediuretween the people and the eliteer. It de nes what the relationship
absolute necessity to contain itsetween citizens and those whim taking this direction, we needmongst these national feelings of
damages. This has profoundly diold power, through inclusive ergdo reinstate long-term politics as &elonging should be, within Europe
minished the con dence of youngisations. We need a better articyroject for a shared society. Whatésd beyond. What it does is allow
people in the societies supposedtion of participative democracyiequired is a roadmap that liberatass to address issues of immigration
to welcome and integrate themwhich is the direct interventiorthe political agenda from the diktatonstructively, without fear and
No partial measure will remedand expression of citizens, witbf short-termism, in particular thaexclusion. The time has come to
this problem. Getting a job shouldpresentative democracy, whicts imposed by the media. write the rst draft of this charter.
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GERMANYRIight-wing German organisations protesting against the arrival of refugees.

by Birgit Honé

“Let’'s imagine we wake up one morning and realise that suddenly all people have the same skin colou
share the same religion. Without doubt, we would come up with a new prejudice by noon” wrote the Geri
philosopher Georg Christoph Lichtenberg, in theéstury.
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fected. When we search for theictims of extreme right-wing
development’s social causesin Eviolence. With the help of the
rope, we encounter centuries-oltiew state agency, we will be able
mechanisms of racism and th# reach and teach more young
creation of scapegoats. Thesgeople about civic education, so
parties and groups fuel fear andal values and open-mindedness,
o er seemingly simple solutiongind show them opportunities for
to an increasingly complex worlgarticipation.
It can’t be denied that people feel
threatened by the economic deVariety and diversity enrich our
velopment in Europe, which isociety rather than threaten it.
accompanied by the growing guWe need to raise and strengthen
between rich and poor. Populisthe awareness of the fundamen
encourage the resulting fears artdl value of democratic, social,
prejudice. We need to oppose thand constitutional structures
with determination. as the core of a liberal society,
We are facing two big challengesithin the context of a peaceful
on the one hand, we need to-coniEurope. Cross-border exchange
he rise and elec municate once more the Europeaand open-mindedness towards
toral success of idea as a peace-making ideal thetie culturally di erent are cen
xenophobic, right- unites people, and, on the othetral pillars in this task for the
wing populist, and hand, we need to open up nefuture - be it in Lower Saxony, or
extreme right-wing perspectives to those people whilroughout Europe.
parties all across feel they haven't found their place
Europe alarmingly illustrates this society. In this regard, the young
quote’s relevance to the currentequire special attention. Young
situation. Thatis why in April 201people need to have a better fu
| teamed up with the Foundatioture in Europe. Above all, they
for European Progressive Studieged work that they can live oft
(FEPS) to organise a panel discuesd better education. Precisely,
sion titled “Right-wing Populisnthis includes civic education and
on the Rise - Progressive €ourducation in democracy, which
ter-strategies in Europe” at thewill hence allow them to acquire
Representation of Lower Saxompnowledge of modern social
to Brussels. The aim was to analysalues within the context of an
this current political trend and toever-evolving world.
nd answers on how to jointly stod herefore, the Government of th«
this dangerous evolution. Land of Lower Saxony relies on
concrete measures and speci ¢
Right-wing populists tend toeducational programs. Currently,
consider themselves the-dewe are working on a particular
fenders of national values, andtate programme against right-
warriors against an alleged-mulving extremism and we are €este
ticultural domination by foreignblishing a State Agency for Civic
in uences. While agitation againsEducation. This helps us stren
all minorities, and “the other”gthen active citizenship against
in general, is their common diright-wing extremism, and we are
rection, it is mainly Muslims andimultaneously expanding coun
refugees who are currently afselling and support services fcr
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Inspiring lessons from the FEPS Millennial Dialogue
by Ania Skrzypek

“We should not expect the millennial generation to become like were the words of
Frans Timmermans, the First Vice President of the European Commission at the openit
the FEPS"6Call to Europe. Indeed, it is not about theanforming but about progressives
confronting the stereotypes that they comfortably cultivated aboutdb#h of todayThis

is the first guideline in renewing the movement in order to reconnect it with the young
voters and ensure its political power to shape the course of things to come.

ture. Secondly, they don’t trusonly way to win their hearts back ovision of healthcare, job erea

politicians. They admit that thdor the progressives to profoundifon and education as priorities
traditional parties, and amonghange and become yet againia terms of public spending. But,
them progressives, show a highustworthy voice of the oppositionyith the exception of Germany,
lennialsarepo degree of professional compewhich demands primacy of politicgery few of them believe that the

tically aware. tence—butthey point out that thegnd understands that its legitimacgovernments deliver on these ex

\gainst repeated lack social skills. They do not listeomes from abiding by the prinpectations. Similarly, they tend

rejudices, they to the people, and especially ndatiples of political representationto think that the politicians do

now of political to the young ones. Thirdly, they not put citizens rst and do not
parties and they recognise-leaare open in saying that thereforlillennials have clear political work to ensure the best possible fu
ding politicians. But they are nqtolitics does not excite or mobilisgriorities. These connect withture for young people. Millennials
interested in politics of todaythem, however the vast majoritiheir own dreams of being happgdmit feeling that the interests of
There are three main reasons fof them announce a readinedsealthy and empowered to do anthhe older generations get priority
it. First, they think that contemto vote — should elections takeay what they want. Against whahead of theirs, while their views
porary politics exposes weaknesglace tomorrow. What it means isas been frequently claimed, thegre mostly ignored. Only about one
It is feebler than the economythat they are more likely cast theindicate their strong support for am ten believe that they can make
which on the other had they selgallots in favour of those who a@genda of an active welfare statteir voices heard. The only way to
as more of determining their funot part of the existing system. Thehereby almost all of them see threconnect and change it is for the
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© Daukantas

progressives to restore themselvetaiming that no one reads the minspirations that the progressivealienated youttand pursue the
as a movement defending and deifestos nowadays, is the fact thahould re ect on, while examiningvays to a new understanding of
veloping the agenda for prosperitihe survey showed that reading tife incredibly rich data collectednillennials, which this incredibly
welfare and empowerment for althe respective party programmesikrough the FEPS Millennial Disuccessful FEPS project has paved
while showing the path out ef inpotentially 8most relevant incen logue survey. It has engaged ovaiready. While comprehending
ter-generational and distributionative for their electoral deliberation£20,000 young people within the 1that it is not about demanding
con icts. Itis essential that the pleaoming way ahead of the sociBU Member States and many mdiee millennials to change, but
they make on issues they stand foredial campaign or the views across the globe. It has abideithstead about changing the move
comes hand in hand with a stratedlye parents. This nding is furtheipy the 3Ps principle — remainingent to respond to the hopes that
on how to implement it, and hencproven by another outcome of tha participatoryprocess, being could be potentially entrusted in
with a vision on how to make gsurvey, which is that once askddcused ompositiverecommen it - they will need to nd ways to
vernment and public institutionabout how the millennials themdations and, in essence, trying t@connect and reengage. What
e ective in their work again. selves would start a campaign - tihe committed to contribute to thes at stake is their future as the
top scores are notedthyough an renewal and strengthening of thpolitical movement - and it is not
Millennials evaluate politics article in a newspaper or througprogressive famillthough it has a matter of tomorrow or the next
alongside speci c criteriaThe an online blogTo that end, the just seen a major event that sunvote. To the contrary, it starts now.
most important factor that-in only way for the progressives toarised the ndings collected so
fluences their voting is withoutedesign their campaign to e ecfar, in the shape of the recent FE! More data can be obtained
exception what they think about tively rally the younger generatiodflagship event “Call to Europe”, ittlgough a studyfhe Future Starts
leader of a respective party. Thas to show that they understandertain that the most crucial test isow! 10 Cornerstones for a Dialogue
they also weigh up their opiniongolitics as a dialogue; the wordse one that is at hand now. It's ebetween the Progressive Family and
seeing the candidates in actiomatter, as through them the ideasentially down to a question — hothie Millennials Generatidoy A.
namely while they are giving inteare developed and promises to bar the progressives will be able ®krzypek with support of M. Freitas,
views or taking part in a debatdept are articulated. draw the conclusions, denouncpublished by FEPS in June 2016
What contradicts the cynicism iThese are just 3 out of numerotise myths of disengaged and onmillennialdialogue.com
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by Ricardo Lagos

Why do the youth of today feel so distanced from the stances of the progressive world?

e answer could be

1at the technology

they use is changing
their expression. The youth of
today choose to be informed by
various social networks, such as
Twitter and Facebook to instantly
communicate facts. Surveys say
that in the last US presidential
election (2012), 65% of youth

received their information prin
cipally through social networks,
rather than the more traditional
mediums of television, radio and

rity, and failed to enact political
expansion “a la Keynes” when the
in ation came. The result of this
was heightened unemploymeit,
especially for the youth.

In Latin America, the middle cle ss
has had a remarkable expansion.
Some are so vulnerable afier
leaving behind poverty that th:y
will go back to it. Others, as a res;ult
of growth, are the young peoyle
that aspire to receive higher-ecu
cation. The youth are able to gain
access to it because of their act ie
vements, but are unable to pay.
Furthermore, other young peoy e
feel discriminated against-be
cause they see the lack of sociai
mobility between those from-m»>
dest homes and those from mcre
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© Evan Lang

SANTIAGO, CHH.Eoung Chilean students during a protest for education equality.

a uent ones. It is rare to see thahey are unable to find work imands. Therefore, public policies
youth surpass the level of eduheir speci ¢ elds. have to respond to a new scenario
cation received by their parentsin Latin America, an estimateds a result of economic growth.
For those who cé@ ord higher 40% of young people betweeilowever, itis important to remem
education or feel that the educathe ages of 18 and 24 are in higher that there are also other factors
tion they receive is of a poor qualigducation. In some more advancéhat lead to protest, for example,
their response is to take to theountries, the sum is more likéhe corruption that appears in
streets and protest. These your§0%, and in Chile, it is more exnany of our countries. The youth
people are demanding differertreme with a total of 83% of thisf course feel distanced from these
educational policies from thos@ge group in higher educatiorpractices, and the political gures
that existed when university wadowever, this 83% is the santlat tolerate them.

only available to a select few. group that goes out to protest,

For the most part, these demandsecause the education they receit¢éow do we gain back young
from the Latin American youth aiie of an inferior quality. people’s trust? Latin American
not met. However, in some courHow does one react to this situgolitical parties have low levels
tries, the market has been alloweibn, whilst simultaneously bringingf citizen approval and many of
to adjust to the expansion of highabout a realistic and progressiveur political institutions are losing
education, but students often ndpolicy? No one can disagree witbgitimacy. Reversing this trend
that, after completing their studieghese young people’s justi ed deis the task that lies ahead of us.
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by Beatrice Maneshi and

ran’s millennialdN@sl-e Se
vvommeaning the ‘Third -Ge
neration’ in Farsi) includes the
generations born in the post-Is
lamic Revolutionary decades.
Their presence in society is rstand
foremost impressive in its sheer nu
mber, composing more than 60%
of Iran’s population of 75 million.

This youthful group has grown up
in the reformist Khatami admi
nistration (1997-2005) and pain
fully entered adulthood under
the conservative Ahmadinejad
administration (2005-2013). The
generation's first serious move
ment toward shifting politics was
met with a violent response - mass
arrests and fatalities in 2009.
Demonstrators, mostly made of
millennials, poured onto the street
in their millions across the country,

TEHRAN, IRANIranian youth celebrate as the nuclear deal
was reached between Iran and the six world powers.

Mattia Yaghmai

various blogs - this dissemination ©hrough the use of internet-based
information to the Iranian populaactivism, millennials galvanised
tion and international communitpuccessfully behind the election of
was made possible. the free-market oriented Rouhani
Iranian youth have found ways swiministration; and the latest polls
bypass ever-increasing goverrillustrate a swing toward a more
ment censorship, thus continuiniberal parliament.
their political conversations and
movements online. IronicallyThe latest results increasingly sug
Iranian authorities have had tgest that this generation does not
recognise that their outreach tshare the same Islamic-Revolu
the population is best achievetonary consciousness, nor ethos,
through an active online presenaef their parents. Perhaps now
on those very platforms that thegnore than ever, many youths are
themselves have banned. motivated to change the political
system by working within, rather
A massive brain drain with a highan against it. The challenge
cost for political activism has lefh the coming years will be how
many youth sceptical about a-posnillennials can remodel the aging
sibility for large-scale change in thgower structures in the Iranian
country. Instead, millennials are irgovernment, in order to have better
creasingly turning towards bringingpresentation that re ects their
small changes within the systendesires and needs.
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by Maria Cristina Paciello and Daniela Pioppi

Over the last two decades, “youth” has become increasingly central to policy, developme
media and public debates across the world. The South East Mediterranean countries are n
exception to this trend. In the region, “youth problems” had started to be a political priority
the public agenda of both national governments and international donors already in the nine
due to a combination of factors.

The attention to youth reachedepressed and mistreated undefrab Spring policy solutions to
its peak with the wave of anti-atauthoritarian rule. youth problems in countries such
thoritarian protests in 2010-2013ll of this enthusiasm for youtls Tunisia, Morocco or Egypt ap
he region was that provoked a real explosiobrought a multiplication ofpear in full continuity with the
on the verge of of the category of youth at alouth-targeting programmes anghbast. They do not address the
an unprecedented levels of the public debate. Thmitiatives, mainly carried out bgtructural problems producing
“youth bulge,” — so-called “Arab Spring” was lamational governments througlsocial inequalities and unemploy
meaning a rapid andgely portrayed as a “youth revdnternational cooperation andment in the rst place, thus rein
unprecedented in lution”, and youth became theNGOs. “Youth exclusion” becaniercing what is largely perceived
crease in the proportion of 15 to Zeyword to understand both théhe buzzword in official decuin the region as a failed develop
year-olds in the total populationroot causes and the dynamics ofients everywhere in the regioment model, as demonstrated
Legions of young men and womehe uprising, as well as the priaequiring the development of poby the persistence of protests in
had to enter the workforce at aity of the post-uprising politicalicies aimed at “youth inclusioninarginalised regions, particu
historic moment in which oppor transition. In the political debateand “youth empowerment”. larly by unemployed youth, as
tunities were limited and publicyouth came to embody dyna well as the mass phenomenon
policy constrained by the strucmism and positive change, anHowever, despite the pervadingf youth migration. Moreover,
tural adjustment programmes. the lively part of society that wagolitical discourse on youth, posthe prevailing discourse on the
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PARIS, FRANEErench youth of Tunisian descent protest for Mohamed Bouazizi,
a Tunisian street vendor who set himself on re, igniting the “Arab Spring”.

importance of enhancing youthiety. The emphasis on youth d&srms of social differentiationgroups, but also, and more broadly,
political participation stands irfrevolutionary actors” largelybased for instance on class, thue youth voicing their discontent in
stark contrast with the represunderestimated the importantdownplaying broader social andniversities, marginalised regions
sive strategies (from the use oble played by adults and byconomic conflicts potentiallyor elsewhere. From revolutionary
force to intimidation practicesydult-led organisations protes more disruptive than the generaheroes, “excluded” (or unsuper
increasingly pursued by statéing over issues (such as ddional one. Considering the “youthvised) youth are thus again potential
authorities in most South Eastewent jobs, political freedom, fre@s a homogeneous actor is alderrorists and troublemakers-un
Mediterranean countries. access to health services andoncealing the enormous inequalermining national cohesion and
Indeed, the political instanceso on) that concern not onlyities between the youth themsethe prospects for a bright future,
brought by youth activism iryoung people, but the whole ofes, depending on di erent sociak ecting the need of public autho
the last decades were re-approsociety. Youth groups and ergdackgrounds (for example, classiies to restore order and stability.
priated and instrumentalised byisations were certainly pivotalrban/rural, ethnic/confessional/

national governments and intelin recent mobilisations (as welommunities, gender, etc.). Again, the explosive social con ict
national agencies, producing aas in previous ones in the Araldore recently, with the spread afaused by rising inequalities and
overwhelming narrative on youtiorld or elsewhere), but theyvars and political repression in thefailed development model in the
which had the paraxioal e ect are a part of a broader spectrumegion, the security discourse oregion is reduced to a question
of voiding youth claims of theiof organisations, such as tradgouth as a fertile ground for extreof juvenile extremism and/or to
transformative political potentialunions, peasant movementsmism and violence has re-emerged. question of enhancing youth
For instance, the framing of thiaith-based movements, etc. Thistime, the negative constructioskills to enter the job market,
uprisings as being “youth-led re of youth is applied to young vowhich can be dealt with using a
bellions” had the e ect of isolatin@ he prevailing “youth” narrativéunteers to the Islamic State, anchix of repression and palliative
youth agency from the larger sdnas also the e ect of hiding otheto those who support local terrorisgouth-targeting initiatives.
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by Manaf Halbouni

Manaf Halbouni
Entwurzelt/Uproote@014.
Mixed media
Transformation of a car into
a living space for one person.
Concept: Mobility in life
and the desire to take root again.

51 TheProgressivé’ost - Autumn 2016



Manaf Halbouni
Projekt Monument/
Monument Proje@016.
A mobile exhibit, the “monument
of resistance” is a placement
of three passenger busses from
Aleppo in front of cultural
landmarks around Europe.
At its core: the concept of how
life pushes you to achieve
and overcome events. Manaf
is currently trying to realize this
project in front of the Church
of Our Lady in Dresden.

Manaf Halbouni
Trauermauer/The Mourning Wall
2012. Mixed media/video installation.
A concrete wall with an excerpt
from the Koran in the front
and a large monitor in the back,
showcasing videos from the Syrian
Revolution. Red and white
candles adorn the exhibit.
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by Khaled Takreti

Khaled TakretlMes condoléances/My Condolences

Khaled TakretThen What? .
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Khaled Takretd'ai faim/I'm Hungrg015.
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Khaled TakretiOl.2015.

Khaled Takreti
The Second Marrigg916.
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by Javier Moreno

It is a paradox that our European Union, so scorned from within, especially by extremist:
backgrounds, remains a centre of peace, stability and hope that attracts human being
flee violence and misery, and sometimes both. Given the political and economic situatior
neighbourhood of Europe, those who despair, whether they are refugees or economic mi
will continue to arrive in our continent and, for the most part, are here to stay.

e should ac cannot be for or against globalisa
cept and take tion, nor for or againstimmigration,
responsibility but that we must manage them
for these two responsibly in emergencies as well
realities. We should develop, ias in the middle and long term.
partnership with third countries
of origin or transit, a holistic ando achieve this, we must change
coordinated European immigrathe narrative imposed on a large
tion policy. The counterbalancgart of our citizens by the extreme
of the fight against illegal-imright and populists, who link mi
migration must be a legal routgrants to criminality, terrorism and
and the integration of migrants imsecurity. They raise the spectre of
our societies. We, Socialists arfthtred, menace, invasion, fear of
Democrats, will have risen to thethers, and intolerance, which all
challenge if we understand that wereate a feeling of stigmatisation
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that is increasingly widespread. Following that, and as soon as
It is imperative that we responthey arrive in our communities,
loud and clear by working omigrants must be able to access
amplifying our voice to impose owducation or training adapted to
approach. Let's demonstrate antheir needs and enabling them
proclaim that we are in a win-wito thrive in our societies and get
situation. Migrants who try to nca decent job. Municipal autho
a decent life with us contribute toities, NGOs, associations and
our economic prosperity (manyeighbours must promote their
recent economic studies have prgarticipation in the social life of mi
ved it once more) and to our degrants, through cultural exchanges
mographic needs by rejuvenatingnd sporting events.

our populations. They enrich oufo achieve this, we must recreate
societies culturally, socially anthe conditions for job growth, the
even politically. The recent electiaredistribution of wealth and the
of the London mayor is a perfectevelopment of social wellbeing,
example of it. so that the neediest and those
Former Chilean President, Ricaréscluded from our societies are
Lagos, said that, in the end, theot made to compete with the
answer to the global challengesiigrants we are welcoming. This
of our planet is to be found mainlyrowth is essential and enabled
at the local level. Immigration is &pain to welcome near 5 million
global phenomenon, and we mustjigrants at the beginning of the
therefore, develop a comprehencentury, which in turn contri
sive approach based on solidarityuted to the wealth of the country
and respect for human dignityin a positive cycle.

along with a division of responsibThe scale of the challenge requires
lities amongst European, nationéhe deployment of all Funds and
and local levels. The integratioBuropean, national and local ins
of migrants must be the ultimatéruments, and that we consider
goal. That is why mayors and loaaleating an investment plan for
authorities play an essential rolethird countries as well as issuing
First, we should work to give thefurobonds for immigration.

back their dignity and hope of

finding a decent life again. We&/e, Socialists and Democrats,
should guarantee access tghould continue to work so that
healthcare and housing. Manynmigration is no longer an-obli
of them, especially those mosgation but a right, and that-mi
vulnerable, such as womemgrants have the same rights and
and children, have experienceduties as our citizens. We must
moral, physical or sexual abus@&vest in making migrants accep
We must pay particular attentioted and integrated into our cities
to them, especially unaccompaand communities.

nied minors (which, according thet’s unite in diversity. The result
recent estimates, number ovewill be tolerant and multicultural
90,000), physically challengedsocieties, and a win against ex
people and all tise who su er tremists, xenophobes and racists
from psychosocial problems. of all stripes.
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Rytis Daukantass an architect
and cartoonist from Lithuania.
Since 1999 his political cartoons
and illustrations were published
in various international news
papers and magazines. He is
the creator of The virtual Cold
War Cartoon Museum.
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European
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The international news medigreat sumef their money hidden
have been preoccupied by a neiw o shore accounts. Calling upon
nancial scandal as of late. Thethe talents of highly skilled in
stories focus around the Panameestigative journalists across the
Papers, a set of leaked docuvorld, the new documentaitye
ments which reveal the identiPanama Papers: Secrets of the
ties of over 200,000 companiesSuper Ricprobes the contents
trusts, foundations, criminalspf these documents in an e ort
world leaders, and other gurego unravel a complex tapestry of
of wealth and in uence who keepuspiciousancial activity.

Society depends on the Internet for
nearly everything but rarely do we
step back and recognize its endless
intricacies and unsettling omnipo
tence. From the brilliant mind of
Werner Herzog comes his newest
vehicle for exploration, a playful yet
chilling examination of our rapidly
interconnecting online lives.



by Anthony B. Atkin, by lan Shapiro, Harvard Usitser
HUP, 2015 Press, Cambridge, 2016

“What can be dohés the under

lying question asked by Anthony

Atkinson's book, addressing thatkinson isn’t prone to nostalgiat a time when confusion domirst part of the book as exposing
issue of how national and internatioften seen in speeches from theates and fuels passions in Europtke fundamentals of the American
nal political relations are organisedadical left. Instead, she advocatesmerican political literature makeprogressive conception of demo
In Atkinson’s book, this question fean adaptation of the structures thdor a useful read. Indeed, ratharacy, inspired by thé&éde
tures in the title and centres aroundave made the success of the sodlain engaging in mythology, i prealist Papefs Shapiro’s ort to

the issue of inequality, whose impanarket economy. The challengfers to address the more fundamempply this to current world issues
tance for the stability of states wasith this adaptation is that the werltal political question once exposeedchoes the work of Robert Reich
rediscovered by Thomas Pikettywill not longer be characterised byy Lenin: “what is to be done?” published last year under the title
What is interesting with Atkinsontsaditional forms of employment. “Saving Capitalism

approach is that she escapes thEhe second is the reactivation of¥éale professor lan Shapiro belongs

common temptation of scal-po political proposition defended byo a pragmatic and pluralist intelWithout a doubt the more original
pulism. However, she does make tlieny Blair. It consists of endowitgctual tradition headed by Johmspect of the book is the section
scienti ¢ investigation on the notiorchildren reaching majority wittDewey and Robert Dahl. From tloa international relations in which
of inequality and acknowledgepersonal nancial capital coresformer, he takes the necessarghapiro defends two arguments.
the profound modi cation of wealttponding to a fraction of the intergeavoidance of Marxist and Ghris

distribution to the detriment of thenerational collective inheritancetian Telos in social developmeriiirst, and in perfect coherence
majority of European and Americaktkinson does not entirely rejecnd focuses on the perfectibilityith his pluralist leanings, he
citizens. Her suggestion then isritie classic neoliberal argument thaif democratic institutions. Froneriticises efforts towards esta
to con scate the wealth accumuany political authority must reducéhe latter, he defends the idea thdtlishing a world government. For
lated by a minority, as a justicigoublic debt, as it constitutes ariantasies of unity are dangerouShapiro, international relations
list trend would have it. Insteadnheritance for future generationsnd that our interest lies in-mashould be based on a federation
she seeks to correct the logic aridstead, she pleads for a broadeaging the multiplicity of divisionf free states as Kant described.
mechanism of its distribution. vision. Onthe one hand, the nancial

There is no Prometheus-like ambgvaluation of that inheritance shcul@hus, the de nition of politics aSecond, Shapiro reactivates
tion with Atkinson, but a series a@fot constitute a public debt andan enterprise against dominatioeorge Kennan’s containment
concrete propositions inspired bynust be integrated into investmerdoes not originate with MichelFouloctrine. The point here isn't to
the English-speaking world’s utilitaspending. On the other hand, a pasault. There is no criticism of apursue a hostile policy towards
rian and reformist traditions as welif that inheritance would benefibomnipresent “biopower” in Shapir®ussia but to reproduce a wait-
as quantitative economic studies from becoming individualised in thieut a reminder that democracyand-see approach betting on the
Two key features in her studfprm of individual transfers with thehort of having an ultimate goal, ®llapse of the enemy, particularly
deserve particular mention. aim to contribute to bene ciariesabove all a permanent enterpriseith the Islamic State. The strate
The rst is a reminder of the-hisstartin life. Surprisingly, this sectidhat seeks to avoid functional-obayy is to block their extension,
torical e ciency of welfare statesof the book, fundamental for thelience to authority degeneratingather than overthrowing them.
and social dialogue by unions fature of Millenials, is not tied up wiihto subjugation. This pragmatic option constitutes
the reduction of inequalities in théhe issue of universal basic incomi¢js entirely possible, at the risk af third way between neo-conser
20" century, at least until the 1970sddressed in other parts of the textbeing reductive, to describe theatism and naive paci sm.
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Author: Friedrich Ebert Foundation

Editor: Ralf Melzer, Sebastian Seraathor: Claudia Chwalisz Author: Per Kongshgj Madsen,

Editor: Policy Network Professor of Economics & chairman
Right-wing extremism is a proble& Barrow Cadbury Trust of the ECLM & Erik Bjgrsted,  Editors: Patrik Eichler,
with pan-European dimensions. Chief economist of the ECLM Radka Sustrova

In 2011, the Friedrich-EbertStif

tung (Friedrich Ebert Foundationfhis publication is about the tuin Denmark, the exibility level oThe publication is a catalogue of
released a study that comparetulent political scene unfolding ithe labour market is one of th¢he exhibition to the 13&nni
group-focused enmities in eighBritain and across western Europieighest in the world. Hiring andersary of the Social Democracy
European countries. The stuey rédbout the rise of populists as @ing practices can be carried ouin the Czech lands. It introduces
vealed that approximately half giroduct of disillusionment withfrom one day to another providinghe history of the Czech Social
all respondents thought that theipolitical parties and electionsthe Danish economy with higlemocratic Party from its founda
countries had too many immiof people feeling like they do n@daptability during periods ofion until its formation of the-Go
grants. About a third believed ihave a voice in the decisions beiegonomic crisis and growth —andernment in 2013. The important
the existence of a natural hierarchigiken by those who are meant ®nsuring a minimum of margitopics of the Social Democracy
amongdi ering ethnic groups. Inrepresent them. It focuses not onalisation. What is sometimesan be found there: for example
the sample from Poland, statethe economic and cultural deterforgotten is that the high exibilitythe ght for the universal su rage,
ments conveying secondary amminants of populism, but on whievel did not come for free. It ishe resistance to the Nazis, the
ti-Semitism met with almost 70%arge swathes of voters feel thédstered by a solid social safetjommunist dissent or the renais-
approval. How widespread angolitics does not work and howccompanied by active labousance during the Velvet Revolu
deeply - imbedded are far-righthis fuels support for insurgenmarket policies. In fact, the safeton. The publication contains a lot

ideologies and organizations iparties and actors. net and the active policies arefillustrations and accompanying
Europe? How have right-wing ex fundamental preconditions fortexts in three languages (Czech,
tremist and populist parties and the high exibility level. English and German).

movements fared? What are their
historical roots, and what is the

basis of their continuing attraction™ Read and download the Read and download
publications online on the publication online on
progressivepost.eu/populismtracker progressivepost.eu/inspirations
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EUCountry Culinary Profile:
SWEDEN

HETA NOTTER
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©Elodie Da Silva Costa
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