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PROGRESSIV
CITIES VS

CONSERVATIYV
STATES

by Maria Jodo Rodrigues, FEPS President

ussels, Paris, Londonpolitical, economic, digital andand freedom of speech to
Vienna, Lisbon:international capitals, the worldhationalists, which only serve
rough cities such asis constantly changing. This is &0 make the situation worse.
hese, led by progres open, multicultural and multilin
sives of a new generation, sociglial world. Ceding in many ways to the
democracy continues to show powers of in uence of conserv
that it is alive and kicking despitBut the city can sometimestives and liberals, the European
the e orts of those who wish taseem rather like an employee ommission has just proposed
bury it. It is a social democracg public administration who iseducing the component of the
of proximity, which respondsdealing directly with the publi€uropean Union’s budget that
to the questions and concernsr the switchboard operator atvas dedicated to the develop
of local residents. It is a socia large company. They listen toent of cities and regions, who
democracy that defends thosehe complaints and concerns adre the major stakeholders in
embroiled in long term strugglesespectively, citizens or dissatipeople’s everyday lives.
for housing for all and defendsed customers but they can do
those who have breathed newothing about the issues raise®rogressive forces must now
life into the debate about susThe state dominates and, whegropose a new agenda. It is up
tainable energy. it is led by conservative forceso progressive forces to translate
often acts overly cautiously atheir local actions to a national
It is no coincidence that sociaéven in a cowardly way. and European level.
democracy is rooted in big
cities. In these ever-growingCurrently, nation states are
spaces, there is a new genergpredominantly huddled
tion of young people attractedogether in Europe and appear
by local amenities and migrantprepared to let the market
drawn to the cities in the hopealecide what is best for them.
of finding their first job and dnstead of taking responsibility
better life where they are fullyand o ering a reassuring vision
included in society. In thesdo citizens, the state gives time
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According to data from UN Women, in October 2018, 11 women were heads of state and 12 were heads of government

WOMEN BREAKING DOWN

THE BARRIERS IN LOCAL POLITICS

by Yannick Glemarec

In a global context, local politics matter for women. Women’s equal participation and
leadership at all levels of decision-making in public life is the key to unlocking the
transformational change that we want to see to ioy® societies everywhere. Women'’s

right to participate in public a airs and their right to exercise political rights aretic

to gender equality and sustainable development. These are human rights. They are

prerequisites for democratic governance.

t, in every region of— just over 23 per cent of thevomen; and less than 20 counLocal politics are often where

the world, women world’s parliamentarians aretries currently have a womarpolitical leaders get their
are underrepre women; slightly over 18 perwho serves as head of state atart and are key to building

sented in politics cent of the world’s ministers arggovernment.
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the pipeline of future women

politicians. Astonishingly, wehose with men-led councils . lyender-equal world, howeverAnd we must change harmf
do not know how many womeNorway, a direct causal link was more than facts and figuresiarratives so that women ar
are represented in local levefound between the presence dfVe must dismantle barriers t@as much accepted as leade
politics around the world. Whilevomen in municipal councilsvomen’s political participationas men — the media has a-ce

regular tracking of the numbeand childcare coverage.
of women in parliaments over

the last 20 years has made it
possible to measure progres¥Yomen in local
and setbacks in terms of womgovernment
en’s representation at this level,

SPECIAL COVERA

everywhere, from political partral role to play here, by payin
ties that exclude women or dengttention to women'’s policie
them winnable candidacies, tand political records rather
electoral systems that do nothan passing judgement on the
give women a fair chance tappearance or family life. Key
compete against men, to a lacthese e orts is the political will

the same has not been done &N Women is now working oof financial resources to rurio achieve gender balance in
the local level. The experiencedeveloping the measurement ofiable campaigns, to the ‘triplgoolitical and public life at alt-lev
and contributions of millionsthe proportion of women in locaburden’ for women in local levedls. With that, comes constant
of women serving at the locajovernment within the monitor politics, for whom elected o ce support to women leaders and
level is not captured because afig framework of the Sustainablie not their profession, who must commitment that our political
the challenge of measuremerDevelopment Goals. UN Womdnok after the needs of theiinstitutions are both respon
across diverse countries ands leading the e ort to developconstituencies and carry ousive and sensitive to gender
systems of local government. the methodology that countrieslisproportionate unpaid domesconcerns.

can use to produce and reportic and care work in addition to
on the proportion of seats heldheir professional activities. We
Women'’s strong by women in local governmentsnust stop spreading damaging,
contribution to politics  We need national and local gogender-based stereotypes in the

ernments everywhere to joimedia that diminish women’s

This is despite evidence thahis global e ort by committing contribution to policymaking.
women’s substantive participato make every woman count bjbove all, we must end violence
tion in politics improves politicatounting every woman electedgainst women in political life.

outcomes. When women are ito their local governments.
decision-making positions, more

inclusive decisions are made and

di erent solutions are created.

The evidencg .is clear:.in.crez.ase #Metoo The
women’s political participation . .
helps build safer, more inclusiv eVIden.CG IS

and stable societies. In coun clear: mcrea_s_ed
tries where greater numbers c women’s political
women participate as politica Participation helps
leaders, issues like health, edt build safer, more
cation, infrastructure, ending inclusive and stable
violence against women ani socjeties

overall quality of life concern: @yannickunwomen
get paid greater attention. Anc

this is most evident in local

politics — the level of deci

sion-making that is closest to thy

people and a ects daily life the

most. Research on panchayats

[forms of local government] infransformational
India discovered that the numchange needed
ber of drinking water projects in

areas with women-led council§he transformational change wiechnical and nancial capacit
was 62 per cent higher than iseek as part of a sustainable arid run competitive campaigns

Everyone has the right to-par
ticipate in politics and to live a
life free from discrimination anc
violence against women in-pol
tics is a violation of those rights

We have a duty to aim highe
for our societies by protecting
those rights and promoting
women'’s engagement in politics
By now, we know how to do i
We must put in place enablin
legal frameworks and electord

arrangements to help womeiI AUTHOR

and_ men .cqmpete O_n an equallyannick Glemareds Assista
basis — this includes implerreny secretary-General and De

ing temporary special measureg,Executive Director for Polidies
such as quotas, which increaggand Programmes at UN Worgen.
numbers of women in politics|
We must prepare the terrain fg
more women to run for elecf 2013 to 2015 and United Nafjons
tion at all levels of governmerg Development Programme (U
by equipping women with thq Executive Coordinator for fhe

Global Environment Facility ffom
2007 to 2012.
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of sexual harassment and rapguropean Parliament pushed faiolence that women su er every

are the unequal power struca cross-party motion on combatday, including sexual harass

tures in our society. ing sexual harassment and abuseent. That is why it is essential

in the EU last year and is aldbat the EU rati es the Istanbul

moving forward with its advisor€onvention on preventing and

Systemic committee dealing with harasscombating violence against

changes needed ment complaints and rolling outvomen as soon as possible, as we
more proactive and preventivdave been requesting for the past

Now, women are being supcampaigns, especially targeteglear. With the right political will,

ported to stand up and to starat MEP assistants. we can expect dramatic changes

to change the way in which our that go beyond a hashtag.

world is structured against usPES Women is convinced that

But we must not lose the momerthese are not the only positive

tum of this wave of solidarityconsequences of the #Metoc #Meto_o

understanding and awarenessnovement, which will trickle Wha'F is needed

It is important not only to havelown and bring about rea NOW IS tO set

a platform from which to speakghange. With the #Timesup clear and specific

break taboos and show thatampaign creating a lega guidelines for what

women do not stand alone, butlefence fund to help women t. types of behaviour

also to harvest the fruits of thiseport sexual harassment an' cgnstitute sexual

SPECIAL COVERAGE

© Kristina Flour on Unsplash
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With the #Timesup campaign creating a legal defence fund to help women to report sexual harassment and assault, new era. It is time for those of wssault, the #Metoo movemen parassment
the #Metoo movement has already taken the next step who have decision-making powdras already taken the next ste| @zgurmai_EN
to address this di cult issue andin the US, we already see mo -

I\/I ETO O " F R O I\/I H AS H TAG to make systemic changes to helpomen running for office than @MarjaBijl
" y our societies to heal. ever before and people see
to understand that, in the Ion;y
TO IVI OVE I\/I E N T TO SYST E I\/I I C While businesses and companiesn, it is essential to increase
]

have realised that their reputafemale participation among deci

S O L U T I O N S TO C O I\/I BAT S EX UA L tions are at stake and thus hawon-making authorities in order
implemented drastic measuresp foster a better work environ
political parties and institu ment. This is something we wis
H A RAS S I\/I E N T tions are lagging behind. Whab see in Europe too.
is needed now is to set clear
. . . 3 and speci c guidelines for what
by Zita Gurmai & Marja Bijl types of behaviour constitutelackling violence
sexual harassment and policie’gainst women
to provide a clear process for
victims and employers to followVhile the #Metoo movement ha

Sexual harassment has been present in the lives of women forever, but has always been

treated as something unspoken, private and shameful. Last year, the #Metoo uproar when it takes place. We musipened ears, eyes and mindk
showed the world what feminists have known for decades. Tmtew involved in politics, improve messaging and awaraexual harassment is not an 'SS& wllsy
, . . . . . . .. . L. ness inside every workplace artat will disappear soon unles ‘ >/ 3 >
PES Women’s President Zita Gurmai & Vice-President Marja Bijl, give us their vision of a create procedures that make itve act on it, gathering data ar;l' AUTHOR AUTHOR
new social paradigm in which action is taken to tackle issues such as sexual harassment. easy to handle an making legislative, institutionaj Zita Gurmaiwas elected g5 | Marja Bijl has been a Memiger

and cultural changes. In thd Pre;idgnt of the Party of Eurofjear o_f the PES Women’s Execfitive

EU. we not only have to COITBSOCIa“StS Women (PES Wolhenf since 2009 and was elecfed

. . . S . h T y for the first time on 21 Octgper} Vice-President of PES Wojnen
hanks to social mediathe silence, recreated solidaritfrom Hollywood were only the #Metoo #Timesup ACtIQn by t_ e up with concrete measures tq 2004 and is currently in her fth Jon 27 September 2012. Fhe
a lot of anger andamong women of all ages; etltip of the iceberg, courageou EU institutions translate the movement intof mandate. She has been Memiger of was re-elected in June 2QL5.
frustration about sex nicities and social backgrounda/omen all over the globe spok " political action but we need td| the European Parliament betweery She is a member of the Ddtch
ual harassment hasand gave victims a platform tabout their incredibly uncem : Sadly, the EU institutions are nohplement the policy proposals 2|00:1 ;:Ad 2814 ?{;}d :_"as bgen 't;abour F;agx (g’VdAd) and pas

been brought to the surfacebe heard and respected. Whiléortable experiences and mad @zgurmai_EN immune from sexual harassmenthat are already right in front o cecied Member ol "he rungaang been a v oard memper

. ; . @MarjaBijl . . Parliament in April 2018. since 2007.
This ‘modern revolution’ brokéhe sexual harassment scandatsear that the underlying cause arjabl| That is why, for example, thas to tackle the multiple forms

"Women start to
change the world

TheProgressivePost - Spring 2018 y Spring 2018 - ThrogressivePost
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There will be no peace in society if men do not turn their hegemonic masculinity into a progressive form of chivalry,
says Isabella Lenarduzzi

METOO, THE WOMEN'S
REVOLUTION IN NEED OF

'‘PROGRESSIVE MALE KNIGHTS' TO

TRANSFORM THE WORLD

by Isabella Lenarduzzi

For the last six months, not a week has gone by without there being a ‘victim’ of the #Metoo
movement. At the time of writing, we are witnessing the Nobel Prize for literature being
cancelled, six of the top leaders of Nike leaving the sports clothing company, Bill Cosby
nally being sentenced and expelled from the Academy of Oscars just like Roman Polanski
was. Yet who are the real victims? Indecent men, stalkers, predators, rapists or the women
they attacked and from whom we are nally hearing?

en JUMP sur four admitted to having alreadyour men claim to have behavetie street or on public transport
veyed more made a sexist remark or amappropriately, what is the realitgnd 94% at work. One in two
than 2,000 inappropriate gesture towards @xperienced by women? Herelgomen was physically assaulted
men in Europe woman. And yet, when a womanhat more than 3,000 womerin the street or on public trans
to understand whether they reallis interviewed, she doesn’t wartbld us: 98% have already beegort, one in three women in a
wanted equality at work, one itb come across badly. If one isubjected to sexist behaviour jpublic place and 9% at work!

TheProgressivePost - Spring 2018
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dress sense and just as many
#Metoo have had comments about how
Itis up to each of they manage their families.

one of us to stop c _ o th d
3 8 ompanies can make the world's
AP Wil SEUE best efforts towards achieving IF MEN DO NOT CHANGE,

of affairs and to

stop remaining diversity. However, if women do THE METOO REVOLUTION

not feel listened to, as respected

dent and as valued as men, teywil  WILL SIMPLY EXACERBATE
isabellajump ither leave th
teetndetro ﬁriitihteif I:\?eTgfa:n):b?r THE WAR OF SEXES.

competition of those attempting

to obtain power. Diversity with

out an inclusive culture brings

How can one explain a su ering to all who are di erenttheir behaviour to become an allgggressors, we simply add to

, tion to avoid being exposed to
the violence of power or to the , ,

situation in which men from the dominant norm. Allof women and minorities. their su ering.

are still mistreating men benefit from the reduced

women in the 21st competition from female com If men do not change, thdt is up to each of one of us to
century? petition for positions of power#Metoo revolution will simplystop accepting this state of a airs

even when they represent 60%xacerbate the war of sexesand to stop staying silent. But it is
Sexism is about taking power of university graduates in Europg/omen will feel even morabove all up to progressive men
keeping it. humiliated that they are notto rebel against toxic behav
being listened to despite theéour. By remaining silent, men
From an innocuous remarkyVhat about the issue  millions who finally dared toare effectively acquiescing and
under cover of humour orOf privileges in society? speak up. Even today, eight oallowing this state of affairs to
paternalism, to the most serious of ten women who report sexualontinue. There will be no peace
psychological and physical vidf we want to build a fairethharassment in the workplacén society if men do not turn their
lence, these kinds of behaviowociety where all humans arend up leaving their jobs. Theegemonic masculinity into a
exclude, marginalise or belittlequal, we must rst recognisesame applies to women wherogressive form of chivalry.

women. that some have privileges thadre victims of domestic vio
others do not. lence, who are forced to leave
Sexism in companies is a major home with their children. If we

obstacle to gender equality if we want to increase the capaao not protect the victims and
the workplace. 80% of womerity for better performance andapply rm actions against the
say they have been subjecteidnovation in our organisations

to the phenomenon of ‘mansby bene ting from all its talent e
plaining’ and ‘manterrupting’to its full potential no matter #Metoo
in other words men interrupt how diverse it may be, we mu:
ing them frequently in meetingsecognise that corporate culture
and explaining things to thenis never neutral and reproduce
in a condescending mannethe privileges that have existe

Even today, 8 )
out of 10 women N
who report sexual

reinforcing the woman's feelin@ our society since the begin narassment in the Isabella Lenarduzziis thq
of inadequacy and lack of legithing of our civilisation. workplace end up founder of JUMP, whose Slogr 's:

i i St | O Empowering women, advanding
macy in their working lives. But eaving J the economy’. JUMP works fith

sexist behaviour and remarks dé/hite men are not responsible fc
not only take place in the workhe domination they exert ove close the gap between womelr;rnd
environment... More than threthe world. But their responsibil L‘”I'e” atwork, to a;ch|eve sustagna
quarters of women have beeity starts if they do not make th e corporate performance ang o

. . i . create a more equal somety.
subjected to remarks about theieffort to recognise it and adap

@isabellajump organisations and individualg to
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In October 2018, women accounted for 7.1% of board chairs and 5.5% of CEOs (European Commission, 2018)

METOO: FROM SOCIAL CAMPAIGN
TO SOCIAL CHANGE?

by Laeticia Thissen

‘Me Too’: These are the two words responsible for the shockwave that has reverberated
around the world for the past few months. The ‘silence breakers’ — women who spoke out
about abuse, assault and rape — were even named as the “person of the year” for 2018 by
Time magazine. It could be argued that calls for an end to violence against women, next to
equality in the workplace and a more gender-balanced representation in positions of power
Is nothing new in the ght led by women’s rights movements. In other words, the ideas
behind ‘Me Too’ are nothing new. But what is rather new about it lies in the unprecedented
mass mobilisation and its potential of perhaps becoming the biggest revolution that has
happened to women since the right to vote.

TheProgressivePost - Spring 2018
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equality issues have aroused‘a proud feminist”, this alreadypehind the #Metoo voices.

#Metoo Assaults rapidly growing interest in pubsent out a strong signal. The faotbovement of this magnitud
on women were lic debate. ‘Feminism’ becameemains however that, accordsimply cannot fall on deaf ear
commonplace Merriam-Webster's word of 201B1g to a special EurobarometeéBome voices represented b
but silenced as the most looked-up word obn gender equality (2018), onithe letter written by the Frenc
) the year in its online dictionary35% of men approve of a maactress Catherine Deneuve m
@LaeThissen Thirdly, more women are idenidentifying himself as a feministlaim that the #Metoo moeve

tifying themselves as feminists. ment has gone too far by ignitin
y In the same vein, gures demonan unjustified witchhunt an
This is a trend which is even mostrate that, overall, women arelipping women'’s “right to b

pronounced amongst youngnore likely than men to thinkothered”. But where the move
his uniqueness stemswomen: 69 per cent of Britislthat promoting gender equalitynent has not gone far enough is
from a conjunction teenage girls would describés important for them personallyin the political transformation
of specific factors. themselves as such according tior the economy and to ensure af its underlying demands. ‘Me
Firstly, the movementa new study by the media agendgir democratic society (Europeaoo’ movements have been very

has irrevocably put a burningM London. Finally, thanks tGommission, 2018). successful in turning a simple
issue on the table that everythe sharing of their experiences, tweet into an unprecedented
one knew about but did nowwvomen are being believed. For mass movement condemning
want to address openly untithe rst time, it seems that menls EU gender the persistence of gender equal
now. Assaults on women werare understanding what womeprogressive ? ities epitomised by violence
commonplace but were kepthave su ered for centuries. against women. Whether this
silent. Now, they are not only In the light of the above gureshistorical turning point will turn

being made public but are als€learly, there is no doubt aboutve have very little to cheeinto the new women'’s rights rev
heavily challenged. We havihis change of mood. Butabout over a century after thelution lies in the hands of our
seen an upsurge in solidaritpeyond the headlines and-peremergence of the rst women'political representatives and
amongst women from all partgeptions, we need a change imovements. As underscored bgiecisionmakers.

of the world as a result of theeality and therefore a change ithe 2018 gender equality index

emergence of a major shift ipolicy and processes. In ordegproduced by the European

attitudes. In addition, the meveto translate this movement intdnstitute for Gender Equality

ment has proven exceptionallgocial progress in curbing sexuélEIGE), gender equality is pro

inclusive by rallying womernarassment, achieving gendegressing at snail's pace in Europe

from all walks of life against aquality across all domains iacross all sectors. Therefore,

common scourge thanks to therucial. A good place to start i;n the wake of the European

use of social media as a-platvith the traditionally male-dem Parliament elections, progres
form of expression accessiblmated hierarchies. Women arsive parties across all membe
to everyone regardless of one&everely underrepresented irstates need to demonstrate
socioeconomic backgrounddecision-making processes athrough deeds that they stanc
While celebrities used their famall levels, even in sectors where

to propel the #Metoo into thethey represent the majority ir #Metoo

spotlight, it has subsequentlyerms of numbers. In Octobe
empowered women from alk018, women accounted fo
countries, ages, sectors and.1% of board chairs and 5.5
social groups who have followedf CEOs. If teams and manage
suit in seeking to tackle the issugere more balanced betweer WEre named as

of violence against women. Thisen and women, there woulc the “person of the
sense of universal sisterhood h&ge more likely to be lessse> year” for 2018 by \
been a vital element in exposingal assault and harassment Time magazine AUTHOR

Women who spoke
out about abuse,
assault and rape

L3

the huge scope of the problem dfloreover, a crucial elemen _ Laeticia Thissenis Polic
@LaeThissen Advisor on Gender Equalitf at

sexual harassment and assaulies in involving men. Whei .
the Foundation for Europdan

In a short span of time, womUN Secretary General Antonio Progressive Studies.
en’s rights issues and gendeBueterres openly called himsey
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#lwantWorkLifeBalance:

Join the movement!

either Society has changed, fami we will have eradicated the idea
experienced lies are diverse, the number ¢ #lwantWorkLife that extra criteria and demands
it ourselves or women graduates has increase Balance #Metoo may be asked from a woman

knew someone and, last but not least, more The EU should take applying for a job. I sincerely
who did but we all kept silentand more men are no longe the chance to make hope that the EU will take this
Maybe we were afraid or mayteshamed of wanting to spen: opportunity to make Europe a

R . ) e - Europe a better place
it is just because we got stime with their children. There i better place for women and men

for women and men

used to it that we thought ita growing call to modernise th and that it will not bury its head
was normal. labour market from the younge @paolpan in the sand, blocking or stalling
generations: to make it possibl @ COFACE_EU this piece of legislation as it has
This is, however, not oufor women to access and stay done in the past. If it did so, that
fault. The system was builemployment and for men to take would mean only one thing: the
to make us feel like ‘guestaip more care responsibilities. EU is a white old men’s club and
in the labour market. It was it wants to keep it that way.
| The #lwantWorkLifeBalance campaign was launched to shore up citizen support for the EU Work Life Balance Directive desighed by men for menWhile some may demand the
as a rst channel to implement the European Pillar of Social Rights and make a real contribution to achieving more in a vision of society wherehanges, others are resisting
gender equality in Europe male-breadwinner fami because, like in any other power

As we speak, the European
Parliamept is discussing a
A GENDER POWER BATTLE TO ¢¢ o
that would grant parents and
B R I N G EQ UAL I TY I NTO TH E LABO U R THE SYSTEM WAS BU”_T TO carers the igndividpual right tc

adequately paid leave and-exi

MAR KET I S U N D E RWAY MAKE US FEEL LIKE ‘GUESTS‘\t,)vlsuvlgo;l:i;goa;;r;r;%egﬁ:t;:er:i

|N THE LABOUR MARKET ing and staying in employmer

by Paola Panzeri and men in taking more time fc
family responsibilities, reducing
, , the gap in terms of time spen
The #Metoo movement unveiled a reality that most of us were afraid to admit but somehow out of employment for famil
all had experience of: in order to work, women have to respond to extra demands and be lies were the model to beght, regardless of how fair andeasons for men and women.
. . .. . . . . . promoted. We see it in taxjust a battle is, the group holding
silent about it. From signing ('”egal) dismissal letters in case of pregnancy to bemg asked ation systems that often stilpower will not want to share it§his may seem like a drop in the 5 ) THoR
during a job interview whether they plan to have children or being o ered a lower salary penalise second earners (i.econsolidated and dominant roleocean, but the day that womef paola Panzeriis Policy a
. . . . women) or in the incompat In this ght, an essential battlewill not be seen any more afpAdvocacy Manager responglble
than a man for the same JOb through to the Inappropriate, abusive and unacceptable ibilities of work and schools the legislation structuring thenothers temporarily ‘lent’ tof for employment, gender equaity

demands for sexual encounters. Paola Panzeri highlights the importance of this reform hours forcing the parent witHabour market itself becausehe labour market but as wor infn _flf_“gfgti?“ iSSUﬁS 2 <r3k0 _C_IE
in everyday life. a lower ingome (i..e. womepynaking a fair labour markeers fully entitled to theirjop; an sgci(letljsassuogipzi,ois?ep?es: irl1\g
to go part time. This model isshould not be a matter of goodnen not only as breadwinnergine interests of all families.
in 2018, no longer viable.  will but a right for all. but also as fathers and carerd

TheProgressivePost - Spring 2018 Spring 2018 - ThrogressivePost



—r
SPECIAL COVERAGE [ ¥=5
N Wy ! d .

(L -

© shutterstock

| #Metoo | prefer women who ght to those who have regrets. Here, it is not clear what they are calling for, says Anne Morellli

WHY ‘'ME TOO' IS NOT AROUSING
M

OF WOMEN

by Anne Morelli

In their homes around the world, women continue to be the victimstfnce. The most
serious of these forms of violence is of course ‘femicide’, i.e. killing women. From Mexico
to our very own doorstep in Europe, that involves husbands (who feel that or believe that
they have been) deceived, or exes who refuse to accept that the relationship has ended
or unsuccessful suitors who kill a woman whom they consider belongs to them. There
are also other forms of violence a ecting women in a more direct way: e.g. insu cient
income is economic violence that many women face. Sometimes this insu cient income
is combined with the women having family responsibilities that can e ectively tie them
to the home. Anne Morelli reviews the impact of #Metoo.
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he current pay gap, inthe right of women to have-chilof opportunists took the oppor“sexual intimidation" but d
terms of monthly sal dren that they want has beeiunity to slander or gurativelyyou know that these so-calle
ary, is 20% in Belgiumcalled into question by thelynch the men in the public eyacts of "sexual intimidation
The average pensiomrre-criminalisation and limita who were (for a thousand di erincluded "staring"? What shou
paid to women is 882 euro peion of the right to abortion. lent reasons) unpleasant. be included in these claims
month whilst the average penregularly join demonstrations Can we regulate and prohib
sion paid to men is 1,181 euro persupport of women who are prefer women who fight thatistaring"?
month. Unemployment bene t ghting to keep these rights, thehose who have regrets. Here, it
due to a cohabitant at present is not clear what they are calling/lomen and young girls tod
is 523 euro whilst the Belgia We have very Specific for. We have very speci ¢ laware not poor, fragile things th
government is continuing witt laws which deal with  which deal with rape, harassmovements such as ‘Me too’
plans to reduce the supple rape, harassment and ment and even sexist languagstempt to lower us to. There are
ments which are currently paic eyen sexist language ©n the street. These must benore claims than those related
to part-time workers (who are 5, the street. These  applied firmly and judiciouslyto the conduct of an American
predominantly women). must be applied firmly | Wllllnglly signed Cathe_rlné)llllonalre that we st_10u|d sup
and judiciously Deneuve's letter, but | quicklport. And whose c!alms should
learned the hard way that thde successful? Ultimately, after
"liberated" word of women waall this media hype, it is clear to
not the word of any womanall that Harvey Weinstein (who
‘self-stereotypes’ (Editor's note: only the word of those womehas produced many big budget
A belief that an individual main considered to represent thdilms and has been accused of
tains about another member ofame rights we won in our ghtmainstream". | am a successsexual harassment by many
the group that he/she belongsgainst forced pregnancies. Yetf '68 and | ght for women ANBvomen) is neither in prison nor
to) and part-time work serve did not join in the ‘Me too’ omen and their right to open maris he facing criminal charges and
to restrict their vertical profes ‘Expose the pig’ movement. riage and to irt (elegantly to ahat the ‘Weinstein’ of the White
sional mobility. lesser or great extent dependingouse (i.e. US President Donald
on the person!). Trump) continues to make peo
ple worry about the longevity of
On the other hand, | do not hayeeace in the world, and yet the
much empathy for the claims aforld appears not to be worried.
Patricia Arquette, a Hollywood
star who has complained abot

WOMEN AND YOUNG GIRLS TODAY inequaity in Hollywood
ARE NOT POOR, FRAGILE THINGE; cop oy Prind an acor

,000 salary supplement...

Women are now better edu
cated than men but work in the @ ulbruxelles
lowest-paying sectors. Their

AUTHOR

THAT THESE MOVEMENTS SUCI:AI\S'%)rSthe enthusiastic McCal *
‘ME TOO’ ATTEMPT TO LOWER U%yi$fnd revenge encourage
by the ‘Me too’ and ‘Expos:
the pig’ (‘Balance ton porc’ ir
, , French) movements, these hav
served to strengthen social-con
trol and triggered a worrying
We must add other forms ofhe Hollywood spin to thisvhistle-blowing phenomenon. Anne Morelliis a historian ald
violence to the litany of ecomovement certainly created professor at the ULB. She sidned
nomic violence we have seen.dfbuzz that pleased many ofhe Belgian press (for exanfthe ‘tribune to the Worlfl’
we restrictourselves to a reviewthe parties with an interestple La Libre Belgique dated [pwhich defends "the freedonf to
of the situation in Europe, wén Twitter, which itself saw aMarch 2018) published resulIa”_”oy"' She studied politigal
. . . . . science and history and is fjpm
can see, for example, that, in advertising spike. Whilst othersf a survey showing that 9 o the (SPO) [Social Democrtic
number of countries (Polandjoined in like wolves in a hunf 10 members of the pubj party of Austria].
Romania, Hungary, Italy, etc.)ng pack as increasing numbeitsc had faced some form o

Spring 2018 - ThrogressivePost



© shutterstock

SPECIAL COVERAGE “
E— T T

-

As with everywhere else, the beginnings of modern women’s movements in this part of the world date back to the last third of the
19th and beginning of the 20th century, says Sonja Lokar

LESSONS FROM HISTORY:
FEMALE ACTIVISTS IN
SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE

by Sonja Lokar

Today’s Europe has an incredibly rich and diverse but poorly explored history of women’s

movements. The progressive nature of Scandinavian countries in this regard is widely known

and their experience has been an inspiration for women’s movements all over the globe.
But what about female activists in south eastern Europe, especially the ones from the new
countries that emerged from the former socialist Yugoslavia?

he first and very cem everywhere else, the beginningwostitution and calls for peacetrade unions, civil society organ
mon misperception is of modern women’s movementful solutions to internationalisations and parties and with
that countries in the in this part of the world dateconflicts came along with thehe gradual introduction of the
European southernback to the last third of thé'19 rst waves of industrialisation right to vote and stand election
semi-periphery and peripheryand beginning of the2tentury. the formation of the modernfor the adult men. For example,
were and still are lagging a lonbhe initial demands for equahation states, the growth irthe rst women’s association in
way behind feminists in northerrights to education, employ the numbers of their civil servSlovenia (a teachers’ associa
and western Europe. In reality thisent in all professions, equal pagnts, especially teachers, of thigon for women) was organised
has never been the case. As withie ending of dual morality anéhdustrial working class and it;n 1871 and the first women’s
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newspaper was published istill enjoying in Slovenia wereere devastated by terriblein enacting quota in all the ne
1897. The second mispercenacted and implemented irarmed disputes in the search fagtates in south eastern Europ
tion is that state measures tohis period. At the moment whefgreater’ or new nation states. In Serbia they even succeed
support and protect pregnantSlovenia left socialist Yugoslavia in creating a joint platform fo
working women and give therto become an independenfThese same belligerent, natiorthe development of Serbia. T
the chance to stay in the labowepublic with a market economulistic political forces rejectedWomen Peace and Security Ind
market after giving birth byand a parliamentary democracghe modern concept of gen 2018/18, which measures-su
organising public childcare weréhe percentage of women graduder equality, replacing it withtainable peace through inclusio
introduced in northern Europe.ates was already higher than th#étie ideology of a woman as thigstice and security for wome
for men. The situation all ovemother of the nation, queen ofists all the independent state

Women in the great the former Yugoslavia was ndhe home”. The secular statethat emerged from the former
antifacist liberation @S good. The other ve republickeedom of choice and the stateocialist Yugoslavian republics in
of the federal state were muclprotection of sexual and reprothe top 50 of 152 nations. Slovenia

movement . . L .
poorer and less developed thaductive women'’s rights were thés listed in @ place! Sweden
generated . o )
A Slovenia, but the political andirst to come under the attackcomes 7.
the biggest

state approach to gender equalArmed conflicts destroyed the
ity and to women'’s rights was theocial and economic fibre of am inclined to think that it is
same everywhere. these societies. They deraileime that the feminists from
the economic development ofiorthern and western Europe
the so called Western Balkarmmight also start to learn from
Gender equality and transformed this region into ¢he incredible achievements of
setbacks in the 80s/90s region of unemployment, povertyhe women from south eastern
y and social despair. The absendeurope.
Economic crises caused by highf the rule of law, corruption,
levels of public debt broke oubrganised crime, growing soci:
Women's role in the 1980s in all former secialnequalities and the brain drail B
in the antifascist ist countries. Yugoslavia was moade it worse. Democracy i
liberation movement  exception. The political and-ecdfragile and prone to abuse fror
nomic system had to changeautocratic nationalistic and pop
The biggest push towards gend@he communists could not ndulist leaders.
equality, especially in Yugoslavia,new solution for the economic
came from the direct involvemeraind social progress of the whole
of many women in the majofederation. Instead, all politicaSlovenia leading
antifascist liberation movemenparties started to plan the creathe way forward
(1941-1945) led by the commtion of independent nation states. \
nists. Women who fought a8hen the country fell aparin such extremely harsh cendj AUTHOR
partisan soldiers, organiserand democracy started withtions progressive women frofd sonja Lokaris a femini
of the logistics for the partisamationalistic, aggressive and corthis region succeeded in startinfand advocate for womef’s
ghters in cities and villages, aservative governments, womethe struggle for peace and-reqf human rights in Slovenia
doctors and nurses in clandeswvere completely excluded frononciliation and for their politicall Internationally. As Execu
tine partisan hospitals, who ithe parliaments and governempowerment. In Slovenia, th Director of the CEE Networ
i i : ’ ) ) Gender Issues and the Ch
1943 formed a massive antifaments. The first multi-partysaved crucial soft achievemente stability Pact Gender
cist women'’s organisation, werelected parliaments in Serbiafrom socialist times. In thg Force she has been wor
the ones to become ardent an@roatia, Bosnia HerzegovindVestern Balkans, due to intef§ with women activists acr
successful ‘state feminists’ fronvlacedonia and Montenegro hagdational support, their regional all social, ethnic, religious

push towards
#GenderEquality
#Yugoslavia
@SonjaLokar

. L political divides in 21 count

1945 until 1990. between two to ve pgr cent ofa.nd cross par.ty-cross civil soc? As president of the Europ
women MPs. Slovenia was a ity cooperation, due to theifl\women's Lobby she wo

Full legal equality, the seculdvetter with 11%. Slovenia-uckationwide issue coalitions, theyall over the European U

state, the right to vote and alily escaped the armed con ictsucceeded in putting the issue }}f? Women issues and for

economic, social and nearly ahile, from 1991-1999, Croatigiplence against women onto thgP0litical empowerment
. . . . . women.
personal rights that women ar8osnia Herzegovina and Kosoagenda of mainstream politic
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s there a ‘Left’ party informed three governments. Wéeritage to Christianity (underKalinak to resign. But Robert

Slovakia at all? A real-paistopped the orthodox neclib stood as the Catholic legacyFico remains chairman of the

adox of the Slovak left: ireral trend and imposed moralirect attacks on migrants withparty and, with loud anti-Soros

comparison with the lossbalanced social and economian Islamic background etc. Inocabulary, he has attacked the
of support from outside (i.epolicies. We changed theddition, there was a hard conNGOs and suggested that the
from the electorate) in otherLabour code in favour of traddemnation of solidarity in thecoup d’état was about shift
European countries, the Slovaknions. Despite the economiform of migrant “quotas”. Aparing the politics of the part
Left has been declining fronerises we introduced sev from this rhetoric, corruptioneven closer to the narrative
within. Allow me to go back ieral “social packages” to helgcandals have multiplied, witiHungary’s Prime Minister, Vikt
time brie y: we started to ere people to survive honestly, tdhose involved arrogantly defyin@rban. The fate of the ‘Left’ i
ate the new party, called Smegvercome the negative impacthe public opinion and protectedSlovakia is at the moment ve
twenty years ago with the resolwf the crises on the vulnerabléirectly by the prime ministertragic because there is no re
tion to give it a social democratisocial strata and at the samén my personal capacity as keft leadership in any party i
vision and political content stepime to maintain a balancednember of the Presidium of théhe country.
by step. | was personally deeplyudget and curb de cits. Thisparty | repeatedly pointed out
involved in this process botlsocial economic policy waghese ideological and personal
politically and conceptually. Thexemplary and people prized iproblems.
chairman of the party RoberBut, from 2014 onwards, there
Fico actively opened the spadeave been some bad signs. This was a clear warning that,
for those efforts and for Smer with the conservative rhetoric
to incorporate all the other LefRobert Fico lost the presidentiand unsolved corruption sean
parties in the country. elections to an unknown entredals, the party will lose the

preneur by a big margin andsupport of the young generation,
despite winning the election iprogressive and liberal urban

THE STATE OF THE LEFT IN THE VISEGRA o St o s v s o
GROUP:PARADOXES OF THE SLOVAK |LEJF Mefuureofthe o euiany e rhetorcpartamentanan rpresentaion

. of the party leader and primen Slovakia) and the whole LGBT
tragically bound - h d and took ) his ideological
by MEP Boris Zala Up with the fate of minister changed and took on aeommunity. In this ideologica
P typical conservative and tradienvironment even the positive
the SMER party

tional avour. As a result of thé'social packages” had no real

Despite winning the election in 2016, the party lost one third of its previous supporters, says Boris Zala

. . . ; ) . @zalaboris convergence the views of mostly ect and the party shifted from
SMER- Social Democracy is a successful political party but its paradox is that it is not able to backward looking clericals ana social democratic position™™
address the younger generation, progressive urban strata and more civic and green thinking then the approval of a constitutowards more of a typical social -
le. This i : v b fth fi hetori d bli ti fits lead tional change, the Lesbian, Gagpnservatism in the style of thi AU_THOR . )

peop e. I? IS SImply e_cause O e COI‘\SGI‘V&_IVG rnetoric and public n_arra_ IVGF) IS leal _ers, y Bisexual and Transgender (LGEFjvarian Social Union. (by th I?A()err;wsbzflif&t)r?: Ei'ﬁaése an
particularly its long standing chairman Robert Fico. Moreover, the party is mired in corruption community was excluded fronway, due to this developmenf pariament and is from tho
scandals and e orts to clean up the party have not been successful. Boris Zala sets out some the legal possibility of marriagd. suspended my membershif} Socialists and Democrgts

. . . Smer brought together all the of the party to try to shake and Group. He is the founder offthe
of the key points to help us understand the state of play of the Left in Slovakia. other small Left wing partiesollowing that came condemwake up the other members...)| So¢ial Democratic Movemerjt in

. . . S Slovakia and a co-founder offthe

and rightfully added a newnation of the migrants becauséfter the tragic killing of the .

. . . . . - . L . “f party SMER-Social Democfacy
title to its name: Smer-sociabf their religious a liations, aninvestigative journalist and hi§ 504 the author of the bodks
democracy. The success stomndorsement of the concept ofancé, massive street protests ‘Europeanism’ and ‘Thoughffor
rolled on. Smer-SD won fouan exclusively Christian Europefarced the Prime Minister Robe] Leftists Willing to Think'.
subsequent elections andeduction of Slovakia’s historicdtico and Interior Minister Robe
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Collectively, left-wing, green and liberal parties were unable to obtain any more than 30 percent of the votes

THE STATE OF THE LEFT IN THE VISEGRAIL
GROUP: LANDSCAPE AFTER A DISASTER

IN HUNGARY

by Péter Kreké

As the parliamentary elections on 8th of April obviously proved, the Hungarian Left is not
in its best shape. Fidesz could win a two-thirds majority for the timineé in a row. With

less than majority of the votes (47 percent on the territory of Hungary), but with a massive,
and increasing voter base. While everybody expected that high turnout will be bene cial
for Fidesz, the results went totally against this expectation: with more than 70 percent of
the votes (compared to only 62 percent in 2014) Fidesz could bring close to half million new
voters to the ballot boxes compared to the previous election, achieving its second best
electoral result in its history. Péter Kreko draws up a state of Left in Hungary.
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f it weren't a big problem indelegating members to every
itself for the Left, traditionallocal electoral committee —
left-wing parties, tting to undermining the credibility of
the European trends, pertheir post-election claims on
formed spectacularly worse omassive electoral frauds.
this election than on the previ
ous one. While the alliance ¢furthermore, a lot of votes
the Hungarian Socialist Partpst. More than five percent
(S&D) and Dialogue Hunganf the votes that were given to
(Greens) could reach 12-peparties that remained under
cent, passing the 10 percenthe five percent parliamentary
threshold set for them to passthreshold: the joke party two-
and Democratic Coalition, theailed dog party with close to
party of ex-socialist PM Ferer percent of the votes, the lib
Gyurcsany, entered in the-paeral Momentum with 3 percent
liament for the rst time on aof the votes and Together with
separate list with 5.4 percentQ.7 percent of the votes. Still,
this cannot be regarded asMomentum and the Dogs can

a success in itself. While thbe happy: even if they do nahe capital, Budapest: the mosthis election was not abou
joint list of these left-wing parhave mandates, they will havdeveloped part of the country. the bead, but about the circus|

ties plus the Together Partynancial resources for the next
received 1.3 million votes anfiur years.
26% 4 years ago, they hardly

No question that the Hungariadid not tell a word about policie
election in Orbéan’s illiberalknd economy. They talked on
gained more than 1 milliodMo sum up: the Hungarian LeHungary was unfair- while domabout migrants, and Brussel
votes this time and gained lessas unable to broaden its votenantly free. No question thatnd the dystopian vision of th
than 18% together — a eonbase, and also, the di erentpargood economic figures helpedisappearance and Islamizatio
able loss.dllectively, ties were unable to coordinatehe government. But it seemsf Hungary. This election was not
ing, green and liberalefficiently. The hard, diligenthat eight years of Fidesz-govargeting pockets but hearts and

DEBATES
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THE “NARCISSISM OF SMALL
DIFFERENCES” BETWEEN
THE OPPOSITION PARTIES
SEEMED TO OVERWRITE

THE JOINT GOAL OF PUSHIN

FIDESZ UNDER TWO THIRDS.

)

Fidesz in the campaign almo

parties were unable to obtaimvork was not done, in ordeernance was not enough fominds. And this is not something
any more than 30 percent ofo expand the voter base. Ththe opposition to adapt — andhat the Hungarian Left has too

the votes.

“narcissism of small di erences'it will be even more difficult tanuch to tell about.

between the opposition partieglo so in the next four years in an
But the problem was not onlgeemed to overwrite the jointncreasingly authoritarian sys

with the number of the votegioal of pushing Fidesz unddem. So this is not just a big win
for Fidesz, but a huge failure of
the opposition.

but with insufficient coordi two-thirds.
nation as well in individual
constituencies, where theBut what is a bigger problem:
first past the post. While thehe left seems to lose support
centrist-green Politics Caramong the voter groups the)
be Different Party were able cially aim to represent. Most
to broaden their voter baseof the lowest-income settle
a bit (they gained 7 percenments voted for Fidesz. Th
this time, compared to 5.3 ircountryside, including the les:
2014), they were reluctant taleveloped Eastern part of th
step back in several individualountry, also supported Fides
constituencies in Budapest te- with one exception (Szeged
support other left-wing can Pensioners, once the mos

#StateofLeft
#Hungary

The left seems to
be losing support
among the voter
groups that they
officially aim

to represent

o2

AUTHOR
Péter Krekdis an executi

didates — thus contributingenthusiastic supporter of the - @peterkreko director of Political Capitalj a
to the two-thirds majority ofHungarian Socialist Party, nov policy research and consulting
Fidesz. Also, opposition pardominantly voted for Fidesz institute.

ties were unable to coordinat&he left remained strong only iy
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LB AEE,, #StateoflLeft

4 - he national con their core rival, Nowoczesnathe emergence of a broader ~ What prevents

i} - \ servative Law andto the national-conservativeprogressive coalition. The itS meaningful
: | =519 ; "_ Justice (PiS) partyagenda of PiS, flanked by mew left, Podemos and Syrize comeback on the

= ¥ has been in govern right-wing populist move inspired RAZEM party, reject political scene is

- ment in Poland for over twanent called Kukiz’'15, a broatthoughts of cooperation with the fact that it is
years now. It has satisfiedoalition including nationalistits older comrades and is fragmented,” says
its most dedicated voters bylements. Left wing partieengaging locally and running @MariaSkora
implementing the announcedchave therefore had to proverery appealing virtual cam

. “conservative counter-revo their relevance on other batpaigns. However, that is still

- lution” through bold reformstlefields than in the Sejm.  not enough to grant them
to its judiciary, changes in its support exceeding the elec
media laws and by reframing tion threshold of 5%. Last
historical narratives. With but not least, a new figure iso mainstream their agenda
the new era marked by the ‘ ‘ emerging. The eyes of manylore importantly, it must als
nomination of the second are turning to the former MRwoid fragmenting its elector

PiS cabinet of the soft-spo and first openly homosexuadte and growing too fast fo
ken former banker Mateusz ity mayor, Robert Biedro ,it. Theoretically, cooperatio
Morawiecki, the unstoppa THEORETICALLYeaming up with the leadeseems the only way to g
ble machine broke down. COQOPERATIONN of the pro-choice movementput for ideological reason
A controversial defamation Barbara Nowacka, as offerinig is impossible. The state
law, a dogmatic approach to SEEMS THE ONLh%pe for left-liberal voters.the left in Poland is there
reproductive rights and the he future of this alliance isfore currently unclear and i
latest scandal over generous WAY TO GO’ BU owever, hitherto unclearunchartered waters.
rﬁwards for ;he ministerfs frrmEFOR |DEOLOG|CAEangieslbetween himb and
the party’s first term of gov Emmanuel Macron are being
In Poland, less than 20% of the overall electorate describes itself as left-leaning ernment has cost the Pis the REASONS IT |S drawn although Macron does
support of some of its voters. not really represent the tradi
According to the latest polls, IMPOSSIBLE tional Left.
although the party has main
A t d its pole position, other , , According to the latest B}~ . R
TH E ST TE O F TH E LE FT I N TH E VI S EG RA{DcaI forces are appearing research figures, less than'y| S
y on the horizon, including the 20% of the overall electorate Sl ’/
GROUP: POLAND'S LEFT, FRAGMENTED ot Goshes s o i (<
) ing. Meanwhile, at least three ; 2l
AN D I N D I SAR RAY In the 2015 parliamentargut drifting away from theinitiatives mentioned above e apt
elections, the results of theolitical mainstream doesare competing for their sup L
new left (RAZEM party) andot seem to be the biggesport. By contrast, not only
by Maria Skéra the old one (SLD, Sociagroblem of the Polish Leftare conservative sympathie
Democratic Alliance) were noWhat prevents its meaningmuch more common in Polis

good enough to enable thenful comeback on the politicakociety, but they are also+ep AUTHQR ) ) )
Maria Skorais Senior Project

In the 2015 parliamentary elections, the results of the Polish Left were not good enough to win seats in the Polish-pascene is the fact that it isesented by a very disciplined - - o " "no ¢ progreshive
. . . . . liament, known as the Sejnfragmented. The post-cem and consolidated political} zentrum, a think tank baged

to enable them to win seats in the Polish par“ament- Today, the blggeSt problem on the As a result, the political landmunist SLD continues to béorce: the PiS and Jaros aWin Berlin. She formerly worked
path towards challenging the governing national-conservative PiS party is that left wing scape at the national levethe most prominent left wingkaczy ski. The Polish lef fGOf the Humglolt?t-Viagfizlé
: . : : : from the liberal posiparty but is neith blemust theref in vigilant| Governance Platform, Bein,
parties are fragmented. Maria Skora looks back at the last elections and paints a picture ranges from fne 1bera’ posipary b 1 NEIher capablemust erelore remain Vigiany - nd supported the All-Polghd

i tions of the Civic Platform andf mobilising enough voterand make use of widesprea
of the state of the Left in Poland. its previous junior coalitionto mount a serious challeng@and growing disappointmen
partner, the agrarian PSL, anit the PiS nor can it facilitatevith the current government

Alliance of Trade Unionglin
Warsaw as an expert.
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| The weakness of political parties endangers democracy, and not only in central Europe, says Vladimir Spidla

THE STATE OF THE LEFT IN
THE VISEGRAD GROUP:
THE LEFT SUCCEEDS WHEN PEOPLE

START BELIEVING IN ABETTER FUTURE

by Vladimir Spidla

Political developments in the Czech Republic are not regionally speci c. They are part of a

DEBATES

fore the Czech elec that the European Union is not avccupying the space freed upxtraordinarily complicated,
tions in October 2018,automatic provider of prosperityby political parties. The Czechecause the ideas are, espe
pical questions case proves that, like in Italyially in their initial state, not
associated with the large economic groups no longdully elaborated, and so they are
socio-economic conditions\Weakness of political  consider it e ective to in uence easy to rebut.
of human life played a muckparties endangering democratic structures indirectly
smaller role than ever beforedemOCI’acy and so they have decided tdt is symbolic that the questions
The situation in the Czech seize control of them. of societal transformation caused
Republic was excellent in alCentral European societies have by technological changes are
aspects. Salaries and pensiorexperienced several decades éftypical example from the Czedpo little discussed in the Czech
were growing, the crime ratea closed and authoritative-sysRepublic is the political meveRepublic. It is also importan
was one of the lowest in théem, which only strengthenednent ANO, led by a billionairéhat the consciousness of th
world and the rate of unemployxenophobic feelings and the feawith substantial and direct medigpopulation has internalised
ment had fallen below three peof a big open world impossiblpower. His movement has ne trgpost-communist transforma
cent. Overall, we can say thdbr an individual to encompasdition in politics and, technicallytion has more or less ended al
full employment was beingfThe Czech Republic is nadoes not even have a politicdhe winners and the losers ha
achieved and a large proportiothe only example of this. Thprogramme. This enables hirbeen determined. All the tradi
of the population was part of th&ederal Republic of Germantp, in combination with the medigional parties were founded o
labour market. can serve as a good exampl@vnership, create a certain ‘megeinstated in the 1990s. They a
too, or, to be precise, its eastsianic’ image, as well as a stabdssociated with the transform
ern parts can. However, centrand problem solving image.  tion and the transformation itsel
European countries do not form is not morally accepted. This eli
a political and cultural unity: its a somewhat unclear desire fi
The role of the Czech Republldemand for change. It is obvious that tradi
is also de ned by the fact that iselective openness tional political parties, with thei
cannot, even seemingly, have a history, cannot be the symboli
political ambition, not even on &he current Czech politicabearers of such a change.
regional scope. practice features a lack of trust
in general conceptions and an
It is weak political parties thatinwillingness to reform the-sys
y are a distinguishing feature dem in any direction. That is wt
central Europe. Political parnon-political politics is so strong
However, there was a generdies of any kind, including omeaning the politics which is nc ‘
feeling of uncertainty. Althoughthe Left, have very low levels based on a value system but sa :
in general, people stated thamembership, which is also whing instead: “I am not going t
their life was in good shapethey are not able to stand fochange anything, but | am goir
they had only a very small leveblitical interests in a convincingp be much more e ective infun
of confidence in a more -disway. In addition, a small numbering the country. And you can, «
tant future. There was a deeplyf people can only create vergourse, bene t from that.” !
rooted idea that the currentweak organisational structures,
state of things is very fragilewhich make it di cult to change Another major issue is an-erdg
Traditional political parties, wittthe elites in the event of a crisision of trust in individual politica
their long history in politics, hadThere is simply a lack of peopleparty figures, triggered by 4 AUTHOR
at this point in which there was strong demand for transparency //2dimir Spidiais the Direct

#StateofLeft
#CzechRepublic
between a “lack
of trust and a
strong demand for
transparency”
@vladimir_spidla

broader development of modern society. It resembles developments such as in Italy. Key
features of these developments are weak parties, a feeling of distrust about the future and

a fear of change. Vladimir Spidla, a former Prime Minister of the Czech Republic (2002-
2004), tells us about the evolution of the Left in his country.
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such considerable anxiety, &he weakness of political parti€Bhe same is not demanded fro of the Masaryk Democrdic
very disadvantageous positiorendangers democracy, and naither power elites though, fo
Great failures are part of historgnly in central Europe, as we canstance the administrations

too. The 2008 crisis shook thalso mention Italy in this eonbig companies. This results i
certainties of the Czech poputext. Other entities, which areny political figure soon bein
lation. It also shook trust in th@ften connected with economidiscredited and worn down. Th
European Union. It turned ougroups of different sorts, aranakes any conceptual planni

Spring 2

Academy, a social democratic
think tank. He was formarly
the Prime Minister of the Czech
Republic (2002-2004) afd

the EU’s Commissioner [for
Employment, Social Affairs @nd
Equal Opportunities (2004—-2040).
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Employment shifts (in thousands) by job-wage quintile and employment status, EU, 2011 Q}_—t}&g&ployment contragt _Spec HOWBYBI‘, the list Of negatlve
based on EU-LFS and SES data i es the maximum and minimurre ects is longer. The biggest-con

of working hours. But casuaern is the low pay associated

© shutterstock

2011-2013 2013-2016
work also includes ‘zero-hounvith many types of platform work
2500 (| contracts where no minimumand the insecurity about pay. The
is specified and the employeplatform worker cannot always
1,500 1,500

m = = is not obliged to ever call in thbe sure to be paid at all for work
worker. The lack of predictabilitprovided and in many cases pay

= "R
50 I s l I I I of working time and, associatethent per task is extremely low.
= . I i with this, the low income secuAs platform workers are consid

soi rity is worrying. The Directivered as self-employed they la
addresses the issue by requiaccess to benefits and soci
e 150 ing the employment contractprotection. In addition, platform

®Pemanent fulltme & Sefbemployed. flltime & Temporory, fulltine 8 Portime to include reference hours anavork is often monotonous an

days within which the werkboring, leads to social isolatio

The above findings from theelf-employed is characteriseérs may be required to worlbut at the same time to stres
European Jobs Monitor arbdy economic dependency, lownd minimum advance noticedue to the need for self-organi
con rmed by an analysis of datéevels of autonomy and finanAlso, an employer cannot-prosation and a blurring of work an
from the 6th European Workingial vulnerability. More than halfibit workers from taking upprivate life.
‘ Conditions Survey. An inveof vulnerable self-employed sagther employment outside
. : - tigation of the links betweerthat they would not be finan the reference hours. Howeveifhe Directive contains littl

| A driver working for Uber is one example of an online platform worker employment status and workcially secure in case of sicknessnpredictability of workingscope to address the situatio
ing conditions shows that thel'he proposed Directive openbkours (and associated income)f platform workers as long a

P ROT E‘ :T I N G WO R K E R S Y R I G H TS I N A share of low-pay is higher amongp the possibility to cover alsavill remain high for this form ofheir status is de ned as bein

workers on xed-term contractsworkers who are nominallyemployment with proven con self-employment. Currently,

compared to full-time workersself-employed but are, in factsequences for work-life balancthe number of those involve
C HA N G I N G WO R L D O F WO R K Also, perceived prospects areconomically dependent on and nancial security. in platform employment is very

signi cantly lower for people orsingle employer. limited and estimates for its

by Barbara Gerstenberger fixed term contracts — mainly potential to grow vary. However,
due to lower job security. For Platform employment if the proposed Directive aims to

_ . . ) part-time workers the dataNon-standard issues cover also new developments

In her analysis of the European Commission’s proposals for a Directive on transparent shows that they did not bene employment issues in the labour market and be
and predictable working conditions, Barbara Gerstenberger looks closely at the growing from the increase in employer Platform employment is a newuture proof ‘, ways to cover
challenges posed by non-standard forms of employment and new forms of employment paid training experienced byBut it is not only about theform of outsourcing tasksthis phenomenon too should be

full-time workers. The sharencreasing share of workers ilmstead of assigning the task toexolored.
of part-time workers receiv non-standard forms of employsingle employee, it is delegate
ing training actually declinednent. It is also about new forms a pool of ‘virtual workers’
between 2010 and 2015. Thef employment. Eurofound ha#ccess to this pool is facilitate

(e.g. casual work and platform employment).

nges in the worldself-employment grew in theten years. More than half dfrom a policy perspective, proposed Directive takes up thienti ed nine di erent types in by an online platform whict
of work have led tolong economic boom fromthem were non-standard. Thé& is important to note that issue of cost-free training for alts 2015 mapping exercise of neamables clients to identify suit
situation where the mid-1990s. There has natesulting instability and lack aofion-standard jobs are mainly workers in Article 11. forms of employment. Amongble individuals to complete th
ules and regu been a dramatic increase ipredictability for an increasingreated in lower paying <at them, casual work and platformasks in exchange for paymen
lations designed to protecteither in the past decade. Thisumber of workers is what thegories. If we examine net What about self-employmentzmployment are of particulatEurofound’s examination of th
workers are, in effect, shieldis di erent for part-time work: proposed Directive on transemployment change by wage Eurofound has completed @oncern. A casual worker doeworking conditions associatet
ing fewer and fewer of themit continued to grow even afteparent and predictable workingjuintile, we see that the highest detailed analysis of the workhave a continuous employmenwith platform employment @it
The increase in non-standarthe onset of the recession imonditions needs to address. number of full-time, permanent ing conditions of self-employedelationship with an employershows two sides. Some platfor; A THOR
forms of employment — whicl2007 and now accounts for just jobs was added in the highest in Europe. While nearly haBut the employer does not-corworkers genuinely appreciat§¢Barbara Gerstenbergeris
tend to offer less protectionunder 20% of all jobs in the EU: wage quintile. New jobs in the show good levels of job gquatinuously provide work and, inhe autonomy, the potential foff Head of the Working Life unijt at
- is not necessarily a develThe dynamics of the situatiof’ay often low in lowest wage quintile were mainly ity, one in four self-employedhe case of on-demand workwork-life balance; and the devef Eurofound, the EU Agencyj for
opment from the recent pastbecome clear when we lookion-standard jObS temporary or part-time jobs. give reason for concern. Thealls the employee in if andpment of skills which can b the improvement of fiving gnd

working conditions.

Both temporary contracts andat new jobs created in the last situation of these ‘vulnerablevhen needed. In some caseassociated with platform work®
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The Directive should be broadhot enforced properly. In hotelenforce your rights. To that
ened to include the conceptand pubs, the minimum wagextent, it is to be welcomed
of economic dependence ofs evaded in 38% of employthat the Directive states that
one contracting party, i.e.ment contracts and in retail iremployees must receive a
covering workers who are-eca20% of employment contractswritten statement setting out
nomically dependent on oneThe most vulnerable groups dfformation on the employment
company and e ectively bogusvorkers are foreign, female anctlationship (as per Article 3 of
self-employees. young employees and thoséhe Directive) from the rst day

in enterprises without collec of their employment. It will also
But even with the draft law ative agreements, temporarilyoe extremely helpful to enforce
it stands, workers in precariemployed persons, those witlthe content of the Directive,
ous relationships will benefismall-scale employment eon which envisages an unlimiter’
from having more rights, e.gtracts and those who work fofull-time employment cen #SocialRights
duration and conditions oftemporary work agencies. tract for workers as a sanctio 1he Directive should
probation and procedure ofter against employers who do nc oblige employers
mination. Considered by some@recarious work often is aceomnform the workers properly. Thi to provide workers
as a high wage country, precapanied by an informal approachlso makes it easier for nation. \yith a written
ious working conditions are ndb contractual a airs. In generalenforcement agencies to reco¢  gtgtement
a peripheral matter in Germanya written employment contractnise the contactual obligation:
A view on the low wage sectds not required by law, but byf the employer. In order tc
in Germany is meaningful. Wittollective agreements. But therprevent abuse, the exemption
22.5% of employees in Germaig/a dramatic decline in the runfor small and medium enter
on low wages in 2014, its gurdsers of collective agreementsprises as well as for small-scal
are double those in compaAbout 50% of all employees aremployment should be narrow.y
In hotels and pubs in Germany, the minimum wage is evaded in 38% of employment contracts, says Frank Lorenz rable EU member states. Theo longer protected by collective
low wage sector accounts foagreements concluded by trade
30.8 % of temporary contractsunions (Institute for employ

T H E E U L AW O N T R A N S P A R E N T 83.1 % of small-scale contractsient research, 2013).

(which do not entitle workers to
AN D P R E D I CTAB L E WO R KI N G social security) and 51.2 % of th&acing this decline, mandatory
contracts with temporary workstandards have to be guaran
agencies. Employment for temteed by law. Workers in small
CO N D I TI O N S I S P O S I T IVE porary work agencies increasefirms, those with short-term

by 16.4% in 2016 compared toontracts and foreign workers
2013. 54% of these short termuffer from a particularly low
jobs last no longer than thredevel of access to and knowl

months, while pay equivalenedge of their rights. There

NEXT SOCIAL

© shutterstock

in the worker’s
mother tongue

by Frank Lorenz

Until now, the Written Statement Directive has led rather a shadowy life. Things are changing o the regular workforce is guasshould therefore be a legal-obli AUTHOR
now! The appeal of devising an approach that sets EU wide minimum requirements for anteed by statute only aftegation set out in the Directive Rkttt il
: ot ; : P ; nine months of employmentthat they receive the written and partner of the law figm
employment contracts as the EU revises the existing Written Statement Directive is obvious. ) silberberger.lorenz.towa
. . . . On average, temporary agenctatement from their employer kanzlei fir arbeitsrecht. kn
Looking at the issues in the German context, Dr Frank Lorenz explains why he sees the workers receive only 58% of thie the worker’s mother tongue. DlsserloriGomany. He wilks
Directive on transparent and predictable working conditions as a positive step forward. comparable wage. For example, Polish workers as a consultant for trade unipns
sent to Germany by a Dutch and works councils.Priorfito
Although Germany has had themployer currently receive gir:gte's'l”gggg‘s ﬁe"zll)g:'kre'j“’;e;
irst of all, with regard online level, known as ‘crewdaspect of transparency to moreights such as transparency minimum wage in place sincemployment contracts in consultant o’n International ahd
the decline in typicalworking’), the attempt to de neemployment relationships thato those working in grey area 2015 (via the minimum wagRomanian, which they do not European law at the Feddral
and standard labouran employment contract at arbefore although it obviouslyarrangements. Bogus self-em law, the ‘Mindestlohngesetz’)understand. Ministry of Labor and Sogial
arrangements and theEU level is courageous, but édoes not cover all forms oployment and the ‘gig economy’ between 1.8 and 2.6 million Order i_n |_30f_m_/GermaHY- Hei an
increase in crossborder laboualso makes sense. The Directieenployment. There is a need twill increase with increasing dig workers do not actually get paitknowing your rights is the :&f;; 'I';\'ch'v'd”a' and collecpve
relationships (also at a virtualis a chance to extend the crucialssign fundamental contractuatalisation of the EU’s economies. the minimum wage because it igrerequisite for being able to :
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First, from day one, new start
ers are guaranteed a documenfero hours contracts
explicitly outlining the condi are a growing problem
tions of the working relationship.
At the moment, employees cahwant to see a ban on zero hou
expect to wait two monthscontracts (ZHC) which signif
before seeing such a documenicantly weaken the rights o
working people and adversel
Second, the draft Directive seekaffect their work-life balance.
to incorporate a broad de nitionAccording to the UK’s O ce for
of ‘worker’, derived from EU caddational Statistics, there wert
law, extending the scope of th&.8 million zero hours contract
new rules to more people. A the UK in 2018 and a poll
they work currently, the rulesvorkers on zero-hour contract:
are limited to a relatively narroecommissioned by the UK’«
de nition of ‘employer’.

#SocialRights

| want to see a
ban on zero hours
contracts, which
significantly
weaken the rights
of working

people and
adversely affect
their work-

life balance

@sionsimon

Trades Union Congress (TUC)

DEBATES

provisions of the Directive.

The de nitions in this Directive

should extend its provisions to
the greatest number of people.
Your rights as a worker should
not be different because your
employer is a small company.

Working people cannot wait
any longer for better con
ditions. The new proposal
from the Commission are
step in the right direction bu
there is a lot of work left to d
and not much time.

published in 2018 found that:
The Directive will tackle unfair
terms for new starters: employMore than half (51%) of zero
ers will not be able to charge fdnour workers have had shiftey the Taylor Review and rec
mandatory training sessions¢ancelled at less than 24 houremmended by the Government
put workers on excessive-pronotice. — will change things for the-bet
bationary period and, crucially, ter. Such a right to request would
employers will not be able td\early three-quarters (73%not fundamentally change the
demand exclusivity clauses ihave been o ered work at lespower dynamics where a-vul
contracts without good reasonthan 24 hours' notice. nerable worker will remain at
the mercy of the employer.
Nevertheless, much remains ténd alarmingly, around a third of
be done. those on zero hour contracts (3burthermore, a written state
per cent) have been threatenechent should be provided
with not being given shifts in thbefore any work has started.
future if they turn down work. Apart from anything else, whi
wants to spend their rst day ir
Only 25% say they prefer beirgjob reading the terms of thei
on zero hour contracts employment while adapting to
new job at the same time?

| A cyclist working for the increasingly popular take away delivery company Deliveroo

EU'S WORKING CONDITIONS' PROPOSALS
GOOD BUT MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE i

The exponential
rowth of online
by Sién Simon g

platforms like
Uber, Deliveroo
and Amazon

Directive needs to be
strengthened

I hope to see the European P&
liament and the Council addres

MEP Sidn Simon gives his views on the issue of workers’ conditions in the 21st century in these problems and strengthe

the context of the Commission’s legislative proposals for more transparent and predictable

working conditions.

he exponential growthchallenges have been slow t@&/orking Conditions Directiv®verall, | welcome the Gom

of online platforms develop and poorly designed.will revise the WSD.
like Uber, Deliveroo

and Amazon hasAfter 27 years of the Writtem
created a new challenge foStatement Directive (WSD), Bositive elements in
employment rights. And therevision is long overdue. Thehe Directive
Europe-level response to thes&ransparent and Predictable

TheProgressivePost - Spring 2018

mission’s proposals for a new
Directive. It will provide impor
tant protection and new and
clearer rights for vulnerable
workers in atypical and precar
ious work.

has created a
new challenge for
employment rights

@sionsimon

L

These workers rarely get sickhe Directive so that trade unio
redundancy or holiday payworkplace representatives cal
Nearly half of them do not gebetter inform workers of thei
written terms and conditionsrights under this new Directive
and hardly any get a perma

nent contract after consistentiyWe must make sure that th
working the same pattern ofights in the Directive are no
hours. This is why there is scewvatered down and we mus
ticism that the proposed ‘rightallow Member States to pu
to request’ regular hours after &n place more protection fof

AUTHOR
Sion Simonis an MEP in tRe
Group of the Progressive Allidnce
of Socialists and Democrat§ in
the European Parliament. is
a member of the Parliamefit's
Employment and Social Affgirs
Committee.

year on the job — as suggestedorkers that goes beyond th
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Job safis{acfion

F|exibi|i-ry: work/life

Safisfacfory salary
Job securify
Work itself

Career advancement

@ Workins conditions
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Labour contracts for 8be punished for that. Howevelnr work in the collaborativg Another issue is that, in many
or less hours of work per monthinder Article 14, employgrgconomy; EU countries, including Bulgaria,
can be excluded from the scopkave the possibility to rebut thénformation about the socia| there is a lack of accurate-sta
of the Directive. They should bgresumptions. This needs to|beecurity system(s) receivingtistics on the number of job
included in the Directive. tightened up. contributions. vacancies and the number of
unemployed jobseekers. This
allows employers to speculate
about how many workers are

Article 10 gives work Furthermore, workers
ers with at least six monthseurrently working without a writ Non-standard
seniority with the sameten statement will continue to daContracts needed as they can argue that
employer the right to request &o unless they request the doc- there is a shortage of labour in the
transition to a form of employ uments themselves. This is ndtast but not least, although itountry. The reality is that, ofte
ment with more predictableabout providing businesses withlaims to target all non-standardracant positions are not taken u|
and secure working conditionselief from administrative butcontracts, the Directive con due to poor working condition
where available. Big employemre in e ect legal loopholes thatentrates its efforts mainly orand low wages, which is referr
have a month to reply in writingllow businesses to escape thesio-called ‘zero hour contractsto by employers' organisations
while small scale employers (e.¢egal responsibilities towardsand does not, for example, covélabour shortages".
people, micro, small or mediumvorkers. the ‘one day contract’ that exists
sized companies) have three in agriculture in Bulgaria. This kinkhen we have no clear eve
months to reply. My concern is The information of contract is signed in the morrview of the whole picture o
that the Commission will useequirements relating to theing before work begins, whicthe labour market, we coul
Article 22 (a possible review gflace of work have been modmeans that the worker is not toltake bad decisions. This de ci
the application of the Directiveernised to allow for forms suclthe day before about the possibitan easily be overcome if th
as regards the impact of thiss platform work, where thety of work the next day. This iseanployers are obliged to declar
right on SMES) to say that thisorkplace is not determinedabour contract that does notprotheir job vacancies as wel
is too hard for SMEs and thdty the employer, and thevide adequate protection in termas the full information on th

EU LAW HAS GOOD ASPECTS BUT
NEEDS TO BE IMPROVED

by Vanya Grigorova

The declared objectives of the Directive on transparent and predictable working conditions
published by the European Commission are worthy of praise but the actions envisaged
seem unsatisfactory, argues Vanya Grigorova. She pinpoints some of the areas where she
sees room for improvement and calls on the European Parliament to be more ambitious.

t is fair to say that themonths and certain conditionsare too vague and need to be
Directive on transparentfor using so-called ‘non-stand tightened up:
and predictable workingard’ labour contracts.
conditions as proposed by
the Commission envisages =&
number of changes that would&ome provisions too

The directive obliges
the employer to specify in the
labour contract "reference hours
The directive allowsand days" in which they may
the probationary period torequire work so that the worker
be increased to more than sigan plan their personal and-pro

help working people in the El/ague months. Even six months is tdessional life. It is important here
These include the employer's long given that three monthshat the directive envisages rec
obligation to sign a labour eonHowever, even these steps am@re quite enough for employommendations or guidance on
tract at the very beginning of theoo timid to show results asers and workers to get to knowhat and how long this "refer
labour relations; the limitationthere are a number of exeepeach other. ence" can be.

of the probationary period to sixions foreseen. Some provisions

TheProgressivePost - Spring 2018

workers will therefore not benprocedure for termination ofof unemployment bene ts, paidvorking conditions in nation

efit from this right in practice.employment has been includedmaternity or sickness bene ts. employment agencies. This

There are a huge number
SMEs in the EU (some 99.89
enterprises operating in EU-
non-financial business sect
were SMES).

The directive oblige
the employer to give workers
statement about the employ
ment relationship betwee
the employer and the work
containing all necessary infg
mation (as set out in Article 3
If the employer does not p
details in the written statemen
the directive presumes that th
relationship is open-ended, th
there is no probationary perig
and that it is a full-time positio
If the employer does that, it m
well be bypassing the oblig
tions under the directive and
therefore in an illegal situatio

of

transparency approach goes

p®immary of Article 3 of th
PBroposed Directive
bChapter Il - Information on th{
employment relationship
Article 3 — Obligation to pro
svide information

Blew elements that employe
need to put in a written state
hment about their employmen
erelationship with workers ang
rgive to workers:

PDuration and conditions o
iprobation;

tAn entitlement to training;
drrangements for overtimg
abnd its remuneration;
&Key information about thd
hdetermination of variable
aworking schedules, to tak{
haccount of the increasing
iprevalence of such types ¢
nwork organisation such as
reasual or zero-hours contract

The employer should therefo

e |If the European Parliamenwell beyond what is currently
really wants to put an end to thproposed by the Directive but
> exploitation by employers ofhould be in the Directive.
the labour force in the produc
tion process, it must show muc
greater ambition.

]

The Directive must strive tc
I limit all possibilities of using
non-standard labour contract
in order to ensure the securit
of workers. Irrespective of thig
size and type of businesses, th -
employee is not a shareholde”
> to be expected to take the sam\f
responsibility as the businesg
owner. The possibility of mal

A

AUTHOR
Vanya Grigorovas an econom

ing more resources available

> labour inspectorates and giv

ing them more powers to chec
flabour contracts against th
actual working arrangements th

adviser at the Bulgarian trdde
union Confederation of Labpur
‘Podkrepa’, which is onejof
the country’s two nationally
representative organisation§ of
workers.

5 are in place must be explored.
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| Denmark’s Prime Minister Lars Lakke Rasmussen (on left) shaking hands with the trade union 3F’s chief negotiator on the Hilfr collective
agreement, Tina Mgller Madsen (on right)

DENMARK: TRADE UNION SIGNS FIRST
COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT WITH A
DIGITAL PLATFORM

by Thorkild Holmboe

A number of the new platforms o ering services by workers have been accused of wage
dumping and undeclared work. However, after 3F, the largest trade union in the United
Federation of Danish Workers, concluded the rst collective agreement with a digital
platform earlier this year, Hilfr workers will enjoy the saoonditions as other workers on

the Danish labour market. Thorkild Holmboe-Hay, a union adviser working for 3F, explained
why he sees this a huge step in terms of modernising the Danish labour model and preparing
it for the new digital age.

TheProgressivePost - Spring 2018
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he main businessplatform Hilfr establishes arighThe Federation of Danishbilise national labour markets
activity of the digi for the self-employed to becoméndustry took part in the finaby leading to a considerable
tal platform Hilfr is to workers with basic rights suchegotiations as advisors to Hilfreduction in basic labour rights
connect up private as: a minimum wage (approxiand reached an agreement withcross the EU, which citizens
households and self-employednately 19 euro per hour) at th8F that next year the Federahave become accustomed to.
people (freelancers), whosame level as in other collectiviton and 3F will try to nalise a
offer cleaning services. Anyagreements in the cleaning seti-partisan agreement to coveilhe 3F-Hilfr agreement provides
one who wants to earn monejor, a pension, holiday moneythe domestic cleaning industryasic labour rights to workers
doing cleaning tasks in privatsick pay and the right to duas a whole. without eradicating the basic
homes can set up a profile onotice before having their pro le advantages of setting up-dig
the platform, describe theirremoved from the online plat3F truly believes that the newtal platforms. Hopefully the
past experience etc. and thejorm. Thanks to the agreemenggreement could inspire legisagreement will thus show a w
are ready to take on work. Privathe platform and the workerdators, unions and employers iforward so that, in the future, th
households can see their pro lesvill also become subject to anthe digital platform industry todigital platform economy can b
and any recommendations an@&U or national employment legnove forward along the lines af welcome contribution to exist
ratings from other customersgslation (e.g. the EU’s Directivore collective agreements, buing markets instead of threat.
and choose from a wide selemn transparent and predieta the process of negotiation also
tion of freelancers available ible working conditions, whictbrought some insights.

their area. is currently being negotiated).
At the same time, it will still be
#SocialRights possible for anyone on the-platl ackling the ‘bogus
Being able to form to remain self-employed iself-employed’ issue
unionise, receive he or she wishes. The purpose

of the agreement is to mak&he EU and national goverr
sure that the self-employed arenents will have to create a ne
truly, and of their own free willlegal foundation for the future

a proper wage, a
pension and holiday
money and become

o self-employed. development of the industry. A
eligible for things stand now, digital plat
unemployment The new agreement containforms in Denmark, as well as
benefit are among a variety of innovative provithe EU and North America, ai
the benefits of sions ranging from establishingapidly creating a sub-group o
the agreement employment relations on thethe labor market based on th

for workers platform to safeguarding privatébogus/pseudo self-employed
data and preserving ‘the right tae. workers who have no wi

be forgotten’ on the internetto become self-employed, wh

y At the same time the platfornmdo not intend to develop thei
basically preserves its busiown business or create a bus

As such, the digital platform hasess concept and skeleton staness strategy or even create
a skeleton sta consisting onlyand, via an agreement on-digcustomer base. They want t
of the four creators and ownerdal relations between worker andhake a living from working an
They all have full time jobs ouemployer, will add only a minithey predominantly do so ou
side the cleaning industry. Thenal of extra administration timef need. There is a danger th
platform is more of a hobby thato the setup. many workers will be exploite
anything else. by unscrupulous companie
The bene ts for the workers areeducing their basic labou
considerable. They will be ableghts by pretending that work
Bene ts of the new to organise, unionise, receive ers are self-employed when th
agreement proper wage, a pension and hoare not. This ‘bogus self-em
iday money and become eligibleloyed’ issue could lead to th

The new agreement signed bipr unemployment bene t andemergence of a sub-group of t
the trade union 3F and the digitahuch more. labour market and could dest

AUTHOR
Thorkild Holmboe-Hayis
nion advisor in the area of priyate

agreements at more workpl
than any other trade union.

members from other countrigs,
helps workers in cases wherdlthe
employer violates the legislafion
or the rules and agreement§ in
force in the labour market.
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CONTRACT

Signature

| In my view, employers should be obliged to give workers a contract on day one de ning when the workers will work and how many hours,
says Agnes Jongerius

EU WORKING CONDITIONS LAW GOQOD
BUT MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE

Interview with Agnes Jongerius

The European Commission has proposed a Directive for more transparent and predictable
working conditions across the EU. Key points include that workers should have information
at latest on the rst day of the job; workers should not be charged for training; workers
must have the right to a written reply to a transfer request &ecurer job in the company;

and collective agreements must be protected. MEP Agnes Jongerius agrees with this but
she also wants more done to tackle the issue of egus self-employed’ (e.g. platform
workers) and the growing problem, for example in the UK, of ‘zero hours contracts..

The Progressive Post: Whaftgnes Jongerius: The previous the early 1990s, | didn't eveglations and put more weight on
are the positive aspects Directive, called the Writterknow about it. the ‘ exibility’ elements of that

Statement Directive, dates than the ‘security’ elements. For
back to 1991. It wasn’'t very wetl addition, in previous Europeahe first time, the Commission
known, got very little attentionCommissions, for examplés e ectively acknowledging the
and didn’'t have much of amnunder Barroso, the Commissiagrowing uncertainty of flexible
impact. Even though | workegromoted ‘flexicurity’ as theworking arrangements and that
for the trade union movemenprivileged system for labourexibility is leading to more job

of the Commission pro
posals for a new Directive
for more transparent and
predictable working con
ditions across the EU?
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insecurity where people do noThat is a way forward for millior #SocialRights Netherlands, there are many

know when they will be workof workers in Europe, especial “Employers are who think that if, as a worker,

ing, how many hours and howorkers with precarious jobs. ieremainG you have one company previd

much they will earn. The EUR/ . \ ) . gly ing you with contracts, then it is
hat is meant by the ‘bogus  disguising

Employment Commissioner, probably your employer. And if

Marianne Thyssen, has-recti-€émployed and how are - employment the hourly rate you are paid is

ognised that there has been Ehey being dealt with”? relationships as below the minimum legal rate
growth in the number of jobsThe plus point in the proposer ‘self-employment’ for that work in the country then
where labour conditions areDirective is that the term and so ‘bogus you are economically depend
untransparent and where worlemployee will now be de ned o1 self-employed’ ent and therefore an employee.

patterns are unpredictable. San EU-wide basis. The de nitio \orkers should be These are elements that coul
it's clear that this issue is nowf worker under the proposal is brought under the be considered.
growing in prominence as semeA worker means a natural persc
thing that needs to be tackled. who for a certain period of tim¢

rotection of the
P This issue is hotly debated

performs services for and unde Directive national level and | think shoul
The proposals aim to addresthe direction of another persor @a_jongerius also be debated at EU level.
the problem of insufficientin return for remuneration. It February this year, in Belgiu
protection for workers in mords based on case law from th the UK and the Netherland
precarious jobs. It aims tdEuropean Court of Justice. Ay the delivery platform compan
ensure the following rights fothings stand, the Commission Deliveroo decided that the

all workers in all forms of workgroposals only apply to thesocial insurance or pensiomvould no longer accept worker
including those in the most -exiworkers and not the ‘bogusontributions on their behalfas individuals (signing contract
ble non-standard and new formself-employed’. Commissionebut just a flat rate per hourwith them as individuals) an
of work such as zero-hourconThyssen has referred to th&hat seems to be an advantageould only work with worker
tracts, casual work, domestiproblem when talking aboubecause the workers receivé they registered as a compan
work, voucher-based work othe ‘Uber crisis’, with workers higher net income but thdn e ect, workers were therefor
platform work: driving around earning very litworker then has to take care afbliged to register as a company
tle money and even less socittheir own social insurance an@orking for Deliveroo and sign
More complete informatiosecurity. Self-employed peopl@ension contributions, whichself-employment contracts. This
on the essential aspects ofe.g. architects, lawyers anaften they cannot a ord to do,is not acceptable to me. At the
the work, to be received bymedical specialists) are genuespecially if they have a famili£U level, we should join forces to
the worker, in writing, at theinely self-employed in that theyso in effect, they are ‘boguput a stop to this sort of practice
latest on the rst day on theearn high enough hourly rateself-employed’ because théy big platform companies.
job (rather than up to twoto be able to put money intcemployer has tricked them ou . .
job ( p, . o Pt y ployer n i fvhat is your bottom line
months afterwards); paying national insurance -conof their social security and-wel . .
D : : for the Directive?
tributions, their pension andfare arrangements.
The right to seek additionhkalthcare insurance. So there |
: y?/hat should be done
employment, with a banno need for them to be covere

The bogus self-employed,
e.g. platform workers,

is?
on exclusivity clauses andby this Directive. about this® especially those who are eco
limits on incompatibility Employers are increasinglyomically dependent, need to
clauses; A good example of a bogudisguising employment relationhave predictable and trans

self-employed worker is a truckhips as ‘self-employment’ angparent working conditions
The right to know, & reariver who o cially doesn’t workso ‘bogus self-employed’ workprotected by the Directive. We
sonable period in advancefor a company, drives a truclrs should be brought under thehouldn’t worry about bringing
when work will take placethat is leased out on his/her owprotection of the Directive. Wén the self-employed people
for workers with veryname and not in the company’seed to try to define elementsike lawyers who have a strong
variable working sched name, receives instructions frorof the ‘bogus self-employed’enough negotiating position on
ules determined by thea company boss and only worke the Netherlands there is atheir own.
employer, as in the case ifor one company. The compangngoing debate about how
on-demand work. treats them as self-employedo distinguish the employedor the purposes of the Directive,
and therefore does not pay anffom the self-employed. In thevorkers should, as proposed
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In the long

run, zero hours
contracts should
be made illegal

@a_jongerius

L

by the Directive, have informaon zero hours contracts ean
tion at latest on the rst day ofnot find another job because
the job; workers should not behey don’t know when they will
charged for training; workersvork. And it is risky for them
must have the right to a writterto say no when offered work
reply to a transfer request to ainder the zero hours contract
securer job in the company; ands the company may well stop
collective agreements must bealling them. So it is e ectively
protected. ‘one-sided exibility in favour
of the employer’ so that the
In addition, the contracts needemployer has people available
to be short and straightforwardwhen it wants. Zero hours-con
and written in the language ofracts are becoming a pattern
the worker. In their contract,in many sectors (e.g. retail,
workers should know when thegleaning, plumbing services)
will be expected to be availablén the UK. So | would like to see
for work and the approximatethis Directive finalised before
amount of money they will behe UK-EU divorce papers are
entitled to at the end of thefinalised so that the UK will
month. They should not havéwave to apply it — for the bene t
non-compete clauses barringof workers.
them from working for other
companies working in the samén the long run, zero hours-con
sector. For example there ardracts should be made illegal. In
cleaners in the hotel businessny view, employers should be
who have to sigh non-competabliged to give workers a contract
clauses. This is total nonsenseon day one defining when the
workers will work and how many
hours. If after three months,
workers turn out to be working
The main problem is the totamore, people are entitled to a
lack of predictability in termsnew contract with the amount of
of working hours. This meanhkours that they are working.
that workers don’t know when
they will work and roughly how
much they will earn. Workers

What is your view on zero
hours contracts?
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Party and is Coordinatorjof
the European Parliament’'s
Employment Committee. $he
was formerly chair of the Duich
trade union confederation ANV
(currently the largest trade unjon
in the Netherlands with over @ne
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BREXIT
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| March for Europe, an Anti-Brexit protest in London, UK, in 2016

BREXIT: ARE UK POLITICIANS LISTEN
TO YOUNGER PEOPLE?

by Caroline Macfarland

The UK referendum on the EU in 2016, narrowly won by the ‘Leave’ side (52% to 48%), |
resulted in much discussion about a divided nation. Caroline Macfarland sets out her visiot
of what a better public dialogue could look like and how it could capture the interests of
younger generations and restore con dence in the decisions that are being negotiated anc
agreed on our behalves.
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n the aftermath of the wake-up call which was needed,

United Kingdom’s ref not only for younger people to

erendum on the EU, | wage-engage with the political-sys or how to separate fact and

like many others from thetem, but for the political process opinion. Discussions about “the
millennial generation, disap to become more responsive to FREEDOM OF economy” tend to focus on GDP
pointed and frustrated with theour expectations too. and intractable, macro-level eon
vote to leave the EU. But | also MOVEMENT lS Acepts rather than the tangible
saw Brexit as an opportunity for CLEAR PRIORIT ¥ffects and implications on the
British politics for a number ofONgoing failures in the everyday lives of young people.
reasons. Surely, given that it wasolitical and media FOR THOSE  rurthermore, debates are inher
the most profound political shiftdebates UNDER ently short-term, considering
in a generation and that it could the needs of the current labour
take at least a decade to impleUnfortunately it seems that | was market rather than what may be
ment, the Brexit ‘project’ wouldverly optimistic about some suitable for the next generation.
inevitably need to look to theof the opportunities which the
long-term rst and represent thepolitics and process of Brexit Let’s take the example of a key
views of younger generationsould provide. British political issue of practical concern for
The process too, would need tdebate has continued to belebate are not conducive toyoung people: the ongoing

based on very binary definindeliberative engagement anapportunities to live, work and
lines, with many individuals anthere is very little by way o$tudy abroad in EU countries.

often hard to know what sources
to trust for reliable information

#Brexit organisations still identifyingspeci c, tailored materials thatAcross a range of studies and
We need our as ‘Remainers’ and ‘Leaveraim to increase political andsurveys (including those under
politicians and rather than articulating sharedceconomic literacy and meantaken by UK Youth, the British
media to transition aspirations for the Britain thatngful participation. Youth Council and campaign
from political they want to live in. The debate ing groups My Life My Say and
rhetoric towards on Brexit is still monopolised _ _ _ Undivided), freedom of meve
practical by politicians, economists and®ractical information, ment has been a clear priority

academics — with no concertedOt media speculation for those under 30. Instead of
effort by the government to speculation about the personal
broker a more inclusive politicaFirstly, with the clock ticking until
dialogue and respond to publithe UK-EU deal is presented t

information and
knowledge sharing
about how Brexit

will affect our interest with accessible factuathe UK Parliament, we need o #I_Br_eX't .
everyday lives information. Not a day has gongoliticians and media to transi Civil S.OC|§ty
by in the last two years withoution from political rhetoric and Organisations
Brexit making the headlines discussing personality politicc @and campaigning
y but the news stories continugowards practical information groups have a

to cover personality politics anéind knowledge sharing abou responsibility
be based on the goal of re-unitpower battles’ amongst peliti how Brexit will a ect our every tg shift the
ing what was seen as a stark@yans, rather than solid analysiday lives. When Common Visit (jg| away from
divided country. The vote haaf the negotiations and how thisonducted a number of work
been a decision between thenight a ect our everyday livesshops for young people acros
status quo and the ‘unknown’All this has led to what is comthe UK last year, we heard mult
not a democratic mandate fomonly known as ‘Brexit fatigugle times that unhelpful phrase towards a b_etter
a particular type of Brexit or seamongst people of all ages, evesuch as “Brexit means Brexit understanding of
of negotiating priorities with thethose who would usually take aithe best deal for Britain”, or “n¢ YOUNg people’s
EU, so there would be countlessterest in current a airs. deal is better than a bad deal CONCerns
opportunities to have a say in do not help engage people or
the changes that will come. IrYyounger generations remaineishcrease understanding of th
addition, it showed that youngconcerned about Brexit.process. As a number of facts al
people were not apathetic abouHowever, the language, mechdigures cited in the media have
politics. Perhaps this was th@isms and tone of the prevailingeen contested or disproved, it is

divisive, binary
debates and
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support of different individualavailable to the public is becausEhese are just a few suggestions
politicians for different transi of the high level of uncertaintgs to how the political diseus
tional deals and ‘end states’, about the nal Brexit deal. Busions in the UK could be more
more fruitful discussion wouldhere is room to go beyond theesponsive to younger people’s
look at how an eventual deatechnicalities of the process andiews and priorities. However,
might allow for continued edu discuss the values which coulidhe onus to do this does not just
cational, skills and culturalor should underpin the decisione with the politicians. There are
exchange. which will be made in the futurea number of campaigns which
call for politicians to ‘listen’ to
Whilst some politicians havgoung people, but which fail
Re ecting millennials’  come out with positive mesto inform and educate policy
global identities and sages about continued UK-Etdakers about young people’s
concerns relations beyond Brexit, thergiews and priorities in rigorous
is much more that could beand analytical terms. Without
As global citizens with multiplechampioned on the nationaproactive ideas presented in
often cause-based identitiesand international stages abouytolicy terms, what do politi
one of the disappointments fothe political and cultural herit cians have to listen to? This is
many young people who votedge which we share with othavhy civil society organisations
to Remain was the feeling thaEU members and ambitionand campaigning groups have
Britain was voting to turn itsfor solidarity, friendship anda responsibility to shift the
back on international collabo trust across national borders idial away from divisive, binary
ration. But this doesn’t have tduture. Preserving European salebates and towards a better
be the case. Research has showdarity and shared values shoulshderstanding of young peo
that the millennial generationbe a more explicit goal in ordgvle’s concerns and how they
are more in favour of measure® respond to the more internacould be addressed by specic -,
to protect the environment andtionalist identities of the youngepolicies in creative and aspira __. _— \ _
rate environmental damage andenerations. tional ways. We mustn’t give up N g r‘ )
climate change more highly as on the potential to explore the T ’
a political problem than older opportunities. AUTHOR
generations. Translating these Caroline Macfarlandis thg

values into policy commitments founder and director of te
— for example upholding EU
environmental standards - is

millennial think tank Comnmjon
Vision (CoVi),[www.covi.orgfuk]
a way in which young people’s
concerns could be represented.

an independent, not-for-prafit
think thank that curates :£d

develops research and discussion

THE DEBATE ON BREXIT IS STIjdligning the behaviou

expectations and valuesfof

MONOPOLISED BY POLITICIAN$pitennials (o betwefn

Positive, values-led 1980 and 2000) with long-tefm

discussions ECONOMISTS AND ACADEMIC $ntergenerational goals arodnd

the common good. Comnjon
Vision believes that the power

Perhaps one of the reasons why R .
. of positive ideas can detoxifyfithe
there is such a dearth of aeces public debate.

’

sible knowledge and information
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avoidance is not restricted to A COUNTRY SUCH AS TH Eﬁeripheral European countries

the tech sector. A recent Oxfam ave, moreover, for histori
report, presented at the conrfer cal reasons long struggled to

ence, listed Ireland, Belgium, NETH ERLANDS HAS LONGgenerate value-added and

and Luxembourg as central to sophisticated exports from their
the tax avoidance strategies BEEN A TECHNOLOGICA\| L Yfdigenous sectors. They are,
of European banks. As well as of course, drowning in riche

ies which su er from los

diminishing the fiscal capacity ared to the developin
of European states, tax havens SOPHISTICATED COUNTRY Smr

do signi cant damage to devel revenues due to multination
oping countries. Moves toward THAT A TRANSlTlON AWAY Fl%@al\(ﬂidance. Nevertheles
greater tax harmonisation are moves towards tax harmonis
pong torsey resstea as s TAX HAVEN BASED ACTIVITIES e o e complemerte
rated by Ireland’s refusal until Wit serious attempts at indus
very recently to collect €13billion trial upgrading. But that's

in taxes deemed by the EU to be WOULD PRESUMABLY BE QU.I.I day’s work.
owed to it by Apple.
MANAGEABLE.

There are, however, non-triv
| Tech giants such as Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon, and Microsoft (GAFAM) are particularly adept at using havens, says Robert Sweeney ial rationales for opposition

to greater harmonisation of
corporate tax codes. For one,
TAX FAIRNESS AND ITS DISCONTENTS s
globally the revenues raised
from booming corporate prof
by Robert Sweeney its are, in Ireland at least, at atheir own industry. The virtueshe large bailouts to the bankin

all-time high. Signi cantly, com of free markets and free tradsystems in Ireland, Cyprus ar
plaints from France, Germanwere then preached by the ricklsewhere.

Successive EU treaties and the ability of the European Central Bank (ECB) to put pressure and other leading powers thaand rich countries (and duly

nr lcitrant nations i viden that the level of | discibline im d on rozon tax haven regimes constituteepeated by economics curriculd@hus, when addressing ta
on recaicitra ations 1s € ence tha € level ol scal aiscipline posed on eurozone an unfair advantage are hyparound the world). To this dapvoidance by GAFAM and otl

states in particular is historically unprecedented. At the same time, growing burdens placed ocritical to say the least. As eeality, of course, begs to di ercompanies one must acknow --
on states due to rising environmental, social, distributional, and demographic pressures rule, rich countries became ricffo take but one example amorgyge the reality that statg] AUTHOR
: : : : : ¥ : in no small part by protectingnany, for 13 years the EU hasgpport and unfair advantage §Robert Sweeneys a Foundati
implies an ever greater demand for publ_|c spendmg. _W|tmlha|mcome and Work|_ng been arguing with the US in thiae rule and not the exceptior] for Eropean Progressive Stdlies
class voters turning rightwards and seemingly less willing than ever to pay more in taxes, _ _ World Trade Organisation (WT@) state corporate capitalism. 4 (FEPS) Think Tank for Actigh on
. . . . #FairTaxation Social Change (TASC) resealcher
Somethmg has got to give. And well it m|ght_ about who throws more monegountry such as the Netherland, | inequality. He conducts pcicy
#GAFAM The |_eVe| in subsidies at their respectiveas long been a technologif analysis on inequality in Irelgnd
of fiscal discipline airline companies, Airbus andally sophisticated country sqand the EU. He has a Php in
recent confer organisations tackled the issueffectiveness of recent movesmportance of investments in imposed on Boeing. Moreover, support anthat a transition away from taj&conomics fro_m University
ence held by of multinational corporationto curtail or moderate multina intellectual property, which can eurozone states development by the US state hdsmven-based activities would of Leeds, which focussed

on financial markets ahd

the European tax. It addressed a number ofional tax avoidance. theoretically be undertaken is historically been central to the creation opresumably be quite man |, csiors. banking, internatidhal
oundation for issues, including the role of-digi anywhere, tech giants such unprecedented modern aviation, without whiclageable. Countries such a[macroeconomics and housihg.
Progressive Studies, thdal giants, tax havens, the e ectdNaturally these issues are ods Google, Apple, Facebook, Boeing’s commercial planeseland, Malta and Cyprus havHe is also interested in debdtes
European Trade Union Institutegf tax competition on develop particular relevance to Europeaimazon, and Microsoft @sweeneyr82 would likely have been comin contrast, significantly lowefon alternative schools ahd
the Think Tank for Action oning countries, transparencytax havens. As discussed duringsAFAM) are particularly adept mercially unviable. The EU wéising standards, despite wh ?ﬁ;g?gﬁ?gy in economics gnd
Social Change (TASC) and othand reporting issues, and théhe conference, because of that using tax havens. Of course, y also not too concerned abouper capita income may say
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| Europe has abandoned the entire electronics industry and the data industry to Californians, Chinese and Koreans,
according to Laurent Alexandre

GAFAM VERSUS EUROPEAN UNION

Interview by Alain Bloédt editor-in-chief of the Progressive Post with Laurent Alexandre

The in uence of GAFAM outside the United States is a concern for the countries of the

European Union. The decision about whether or not to introduce a digital tax for countries is

a heated debate among member states. However, the impact of GAFAM seems to go beyond
economic aspects. Laurent Alexandre talks about the delay in the European Union’s response.

How do you assess the data and that those who are ilNo, they need to take directattempt to regulate undertak
reaction of Europe and  possession of such data are thaction to make GAFAM payngs who are not European but
the Member States to the new masters of the global econbecause they already avoid taadmittedly they have no real
so-called digital giants? ~omy. Those known as GAFAMth such ease. But let us nopower to do so. Vassalisation
(Google, Apple, Facebook, Amdorget that making any corpo in Europe, both on a digital and
Europe does not understandzon, Microsoft) or the Chineseation pay taxes will not solvetechnological level, can not
the economics which form theequivalent BATX (Baidu, Alibabthe problem, the real problembe slowed easily. If the Gom
foundation of data. AttemptsTencent and Xiaomi) is that we have no Europeamission wish to take a stand

to regulate the cyberworld are equivalent of GAFAM! against this new group of arti
unbearably difficult but they SO, the web-tax pro What should thev do cial intelligence aristocrats and
have not fully grasped that-artiPosed by the European instead? y the system they have created

ficial intelligence is educatedCOMmMmission is not going
by processing a mountain ot0 help the situation?

then we need multi-disciplinary
Europe is caught in a trap. Thegxpertise, i.e. people with the
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technological skills necessarfurope has not begun to consee the introduction of tech The right-wing parties are-typ
to help. Those who understandider a policy to improve thenophobic policies and policiescally rather technophobic,
and have experience of howituation whilst data man enacted quickly to reflect theparticularly because they are
the digital cyberworld interactsagement provisions like thgopulist opinion at the time.afraid of how artificial intelli
and crucially how this shouldseneral Data Protection RedJnfortunately, they do not fullgence and synthetic biology is
be regulated in terms of degulation (GDPR) will only serv&ppreciate the situation: wedeveloping in relation to pro
islation. Notwithstanding theto worsen Europe's underdemust launch the technologicatreation and trans-humanistic
need to nd those with a knewlvelopment in this area. Thevar on GAFAM and BATX, ywmjects.

edge of the policy implicationsntroduction of this regulationmust increase our investmen})\
and the scale of the economicwill impede the developmenin research and in our univers%
involved in data and technologgf European undertakings morges, etc.
as the political elite simply dahan any member of GAFAM

not comprehend the issues laiBATX, who are as | have stated °
before them.

nd what are your
houghts on the left?

They remain highly critical o
this new technological econom
already giants in their own righthe citizens want stronger-proas it produces billionaires an
o ) ) and have an army of lawyers andction to be provided by theincreases inequality. They a
Arti cial Intelligence is lobbyists ready to take the ghwelfare state. They do not wartlso somewhat worried abou
not considered to be that o Europe. In short, they wilany increase in the competitivearti cial intelligence and how it
old, how did we get to survive. ness of the services o ered. may threaten the trade union
this point so quickly? and the broader policies of th

How could Europe left going forward,

IDhave fought back?

How thave we arrived

We did not see any of this-ha at a point where it is
pen. We went from being th&Ve need a new elite, but we cafl€cessary to defend
home to a telecommunicationsiot simply impose a new elitehe welfare state,
giant where Nokia had 50% dh today's market those whavhilst providing sig
the global market, to a Europenderstand arti cial intelligenceni cant investment in
that abandoned the entire elecwill continue to earn millions imew technologies?
tronics data industry. Now thehe private sector. Why would

industry and the correspondinghey want to sit in the Europeah is a very complicated situation
giants are located in CalifornidRarliament! but bear in mind that there will
China and Korea. be no welfare state if we become
a digital colony and if we allow
ourselves to become consumers

Which of the two sides
of the political spectrum
will move forward rst?

Neither of them, I'm afraid.

Could we transform
Can the situation the elite?

be resolved?

We cannot transform the sociand not producers.
Europe is still caught in a panielogy of those in politics in a . .
A good example of this is to-coninstant. As a result, they wil‘S ihe American elite
sider the case of Total, who hawmntinue to legislate in a biase

just announced that they havand somewhat skewed man

n

ore technologi
cally aware then?

entrusted their oil explorationner. In general terms we wilNo, | would not say that, but th

to Google. Total is a signi cant
business, but it has no other
choice because they are no
able to develop artificial intel
ligence that would equal the A
provided by GAFAM. Airbus h:i
also recently confirmed how
much they rely on Google! W
will soon be ultra-dependent
on the power of GAFAM!

This sounds quite pessi

#GAFAM

Total has just
announced that
it has entrusted
its oil exploration
to Google

@dr_|_alexandre

mistic, is this the reality? y

have less impact on the cour
of technology than we fac
within Europe.

What could be done to
reverse this trend?

A great deal of education i

required and changes must bI

implemented on both the lef
and European right.

Do you blame the Ewo
pean right for anything?

i

AUTHOR
Laurent Alexandreis a speciali
in technological developmefts

nd the challenges that th@se
present, Laurent Alexandrd is
a surgeon, neurobiologist dnd
a member of the ENA alufni
of the French ‘grande écoleffor
training future senior French givil
servants called the Ecole Natiohale
d’Administration (ENA), foundagr of
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of several textbooks, including frhe
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Cancer’ and his latest, ‘La Guerre
des Intelligences’ (about arti gjal
intelligence).
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Cities are looking for ways to restrict the access of the most polluting cars via Low Emission Zones

THE ONGOING FIGHT FOR CLEAN AIR IS
ABOVE ALL A SOCIAL ISSUE

by Kathleen Van Brempt

According to the European Environmental Agency (EEA), exposure to air pollution
throughout the EU causes around half a million prematurehde&\ir pollution is rst

and foremost a social issue. It is the most vulnerable and the more socially disadvantaged
groups who are su ering the most: young children, pregnant women and the elderly.
Pollution is creating another type of inequality and is aggravating existing ones.

TheProgressivePost - Spring 2018

DEBATES

s long as around particular the Euro 5 and EurBuro classi cation of cars is nagensing network to monitor
90% of Europeans 6 regulation for diesel cars havauited for that purpose. Due tehe real world emissions of the

living in cities are failed when it comes to the emioutdated and unrealistic testcar eet and to identify exees
xposed to levels sions of nitrogen oxides. Withoyirocedures, some Euro 6 diesslvely polluting vehicles and to
of air pollution deemed dam any doubt, the introductioncars which are allowed in LEZiace cars that might be illegally
aging to human health, theof a real driving emissions teshight well be more pollutingmanipulated. Finally, based on
European fight for cleaner aifor the type approval of newhan older models which arghe results of this remote sens

must continue. vehicles will, together with the ing network and independent
agreement on a new Regulatior on-the-road testing, we should

That's why the Europearmn the approval and surveillanc #AjrQuality elaborate a labelling scheme

Parliament robustly counteredf vehicles, improve the enwviron Agreed pollution for cars that can be used by ci

ies to introduce effective Lo
Emission Zones. Crossbord
data exchanges must enabl

the plans of the Europeammental performance of new car
Commission to withdraw thecoming on the European marke
from its work programme. .
This forced the Commission tBut this alone will not solve th pollution by around foreign visitors to get automati
backpedal and to continue witlproblem. The ‘not to exceed 50% by 2030 access to cities with LEZs bas
its Clean Air package, whictimits for Euro 6 cars may sti @kvanbrempt on Automatic Number Plat
resulted, among other thingsbe exceeded by 110% in the Recognition (ANPR). The sa
in an agreement between theourse of the next three year crossborder data exchanges wi
Parliament and Council on &nd by the time the Euro 6 emis also enable authorities respon
revised National Emission’sion standards will be finally sible for the enforcement o
Ceiling Directive with moreomplied with, the Europearbanned. This makes LEZs bastéite LEZs to collect fees fro
ambitious national caps orstandards will lag behind then Euro classes ine ective. Theon-compliant foreign vehicles
emissions. The agreed polluones that are in force in Chinalternative of straight diesel
tion cuts will reduce the healtrand the US. Besides this, an edbans will lead to an increas®Vith these additional actions
impacts of air pollution bymated 37 million overly pollutingn exports of highly pollutingve will be able to improve ou
around 50% by 2030. diesel cars and vans continue wars to central and easterrcitizen's health and restore trust
drive on EU roads. EU Member States. Air qualify the EU’s institutions. Air pollu
The European Parliament also problems will be exported, notion is clearly a topic where the
scrutinised Europe’s failing recCities are looking for ways tsolved. EU can prove its added value.
ulation on car emissions. Theestrict the access of the most
‘Dieselgate’ inquiry committegoolluting cars via Low EmissioRurther actions are therefore
made perfectly clear that, inZones (LEZ) but the currentrgently needed. First, as-rec
ommended by the Dieselgat
inquiry committee, the

Commission must come-for
ward with more stringent Eurt
7 emission standards for car
coming on the road from 202

onwards. These emission stan

AIR POLLUTION IS CLEARLYayg must be in line with th

more stringent limits in Ching

TOPIC WHERE THE EU CAN PROES Secondw. the |
ers to repair the current Euré

|TS ADDED VALUE 5/6 eet, with hardware xes if AUTHOR

needed, in order to comply witlf Kathleen Van Bremptis
the emission standards "in-nofj Vice-Chair of the Group of the

mal use" as required by the Eu dDrogressive Alliance of Socidlists
5/6 legislati Thirdl and Democrats in the Europgan
egisiaton. Iraly, we mu Parliament.

establish an EU-wide remot

cuts will reduce the
health impacts of air
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According to the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the European Environment Agency, 400,000 people died prematurely in 2014

in the EU of 28 countries due to exposure to bad quality air

IMPROVING THE AIR THAT WE BREATHE

by Teresa Ribera

“Every breath you take, matters,” said Beijing citizens in the wake of the ‘Blue Skies
Diplomacy’ undertaken by the Chinese Governmentdlbés#he Asia Paci c Economic

Cooperation (APEC) Summit that they hosted in 2015.

You can “see” pollution in Delhi or Beijing. And, sometimes, you also “see” it in Madrid or
Paris but not seeing pollution doesn’t mean that you are inhaling clean air. According to
Teresa Ribera, it’s time to change social patterns to restore good quality air.
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n these times of great
environmental change,
air quality is recognised
as a key issue. It connects
people's everyday lives with
environmental policies. There
are convincing facts behind this
need for change. According to
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) and the European
Environment Agency, 400,000
people died prematurely in
2014 in the EU of 28 Member
States due to exposure to bad
quality air. In addition, it harms
ecosystems, soil and water sys
tems, impacting on biodiversity,
agriculture and, ultimately, on
socio-economic patterns.

Policy action in this field has
a long track record. For dec

¢

% OF EUROPE'S TOTAL
URBAN POPULATION
IS EXPOSED
TO HIGH LEVELS
OF PARTICULATES.

)

DEBATES

case any more. Even more so
nowadays, we are witnessing
people defending their rights to

enjoy a healthy environment in

court, fighting against the ca
industry or the lack of ambitio
of local and national authori
ties. Mayors in a large numb
of cities have understood th
they need to lead the chang
Citizens’ empowerment an
local action are powerful tool
but they are not enough on the
own. European government
and EU institutions have th
opportunity and the obligatio
to deal with this issue under th
energy and climate packag
This is a framework for mobilit
and transportation that impact
on people’s health and on indus
try as well as on the con dence

ades, measures have beethat deserves further engagequality and public goods sincén the EU’s capacity to build an
adopted to improve air qualityment and adequate responseshe source of the problem is alsappealing common future for its
But technical “improvement”82-85% of Europe’s total urbanompeting for the public spacecitizens.

is not enough any more. It hgsopulation is exposed to eonLet’s take the example of Paris,

become a high priority in politicgentrations of PM2.5 (Particulatehere the public debate on the

and economics, a societal topimatter) and above, accordingise of the ‘berges’, the bank

to WHO and EU references, amatbng the river Seine riversides
this percentage rises to 95-98%as been heating up. 1,419 he
when dealing with ozone (O3).tares out of the total of 2,80(
; ) hectares dedicated to streets
We are witnessing  The sources of pollution arand squares are dedicated t

#AirQuality

people defending multiple and diverse. Beyondhe use of cars (200 hectare
their rights to industrial emissions, heatindor parking), preventing othe(
enjoy a healthy in homes and the use of fertilpotential uses for citizens. i
environment in isers and dirty fuel for transport

court, fighting are a major public concernMobility and clean air are maj //,

against the car

i
Accordingly, there are severassues driving a relevant chang“ i

p

industry
@Teresaribera
@iddrilefil

y

4

interesting moves in this sensén social patterns. Technology i
Air quality speaks to people'ss no longer the single poinf AUTHOR
hearts and people's mindsof reference for change. For [aTeresa Riberais Director
The dominance of cars or othdong time, lack of options o fjhe 'I”S“t”te fOL sustaina Iel
mobility options are a simpldack of demand inhibited pol evelopment and internatioga

. . . .. L relations (IDDRI)
way to identify action on aiicy makers but this is not th
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The level of a minimum wage set down in law in a given country should be consistent with productivity levels in that country, says
economist Rémi Bazilier

THE BENEFITS OF HAVING A STATUTORY

MINIMUM WAGE

Interview with Rémi Bazillier

In an interview with the Progressive Post, economist Rémi Bazillier explains what he sees
as the advantages of having a statutory minimum wage as well as the arguments against

the minimum wage and argues that every EU country should have a minimum wage.

Progressive Post: Why idliving standards and ght pov in which debt-to-equity ratios sub-optimal for the whole eeon

it a good idea to have aerty. The bargaining poweincreased and nancial service®my as it would tend to depress

statutory minimum wage of workers has been erodedccounted for an increasingaggregate demand.

(i.e. as determined by a by globalisation, increasedshare of national income-rel

country’s law)? competition and financiakisa ative to other sectors) of theOpponents of the minimum
tion (i.e. the development ofeconomy. In that context, com wage tend to argue that it will

Rémi Bazillier: A minimum wag@ancial capitalism during the petition among workers can leadlestroy jobs, particularly low-

is an efficient tool to increaseperiod from 1980 until 2010}o a race to the bottom, which iskilled jobs. The contexts are
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very di erent from one countrywith more productive workers. goal is not to set the same levebuntry should define its own

to another. The level of a-min ) of minimum wage for each courway to reach these goals. But

imum wage set down in law iWh"_it 1S the'a'dvantage Oftry, but to define a minimumwhen trade unions and collec

a given country should be-con1aViNg & minimum wageeve| respecting the level of-prative bargaining are weak, state

sistent with productivity levels if?CIOSS as many sectors asguctivity and then to ensure thaintervention is necessary.

that country. But overall, mospo0ssible? the productivity and wage levels

academic studies fail to nd any converge in the medium term.

significantly negative impacBetting a minimum wage is

of having a minimum wage onecessary to avoid unfair eomWe have seen the economi L.

employment. In some cases, fietition between firms andconsequences of overly larg #MlnlmumWQQe

is the contrary. A minimum wageorkers. Minimum standardsnacroeconomic imbalances S€tting a minimum

can foster job creation whershould be de ned at the sectobetween trade surplus anc Wage in every

wages are too low without anlevel at least. Producers sellingeficit countries within the EU country is an

legislation. the same goods and serviceBuropean Union. A countr economic and
should follow the same ruleswith a trade surplus earns mor  social necessity.

One additional argument iSBut an inter-sectoral minimunfrom its exports than it spend: The national level

tchat ha_vmg a minimum wagwagg is also necessary. As & imports, mqklng itane should take into

!s a po.llcy that py_shes rms tasaw_ln the Ge_rman case, .befoaxporter..These |mbglance§ .al account the level

invest in productivity and qualthe introduction of a nationak factor in creating instability ..

ity. If firms face higher labouminimum wage, the lack o&nd crisis. Disparities in term of productivity

costs, they have to improveninimum wage in some sectorsf wages are also a major fa. @remibaz

their productivity to stay cem (such as agriculture) led to bigor impacting such imbalances

petitive. It therefore acts as adisparities in wages from on€ountries with a trade surplus,

incentive for dynamic firms teector to another, which raisesr net exporting countries,y

foster their investments in R&Dpnequality. It also created distorshould increase their wages t

to improve their management dfions in the marketplace at theeduce these imbalances. This

human resources and to improvEuropean level for these speci &s a macroeconomic necessit

the quality of the goods andkectors, with many companie$etting a minimum wage is th

or services that they producecarrying out social dumpingright tool to achieve this goal.

Firms react to their institutionaBocial dumping refers to a set

environment. In allqw wageenymf pracuceg onan |nternatlona\,Nhat,S the best example

ronment, productivity levels wilhational or inter-corporate level, . o

also be low. Alternative strateaimed at gaining an aldvantag%]c a country with a mini

gies pushing up wages mighdver competitors, which couldMUM wage?

lead to more positive outcomeshave important negative conse

guences on economic processebhere is no ‘best exampley” %

and workers’ social security. IEach country has its own hig

my view, we also need to hawery, institutions and regulatory

a minimum wage in as manframework. In Nordic countries

i

#MinimumWage N
[

Firms react to

It

AUTHOR

thel_r institutional countries as possible. Theravhere collective bargaining i« i Basillieris Professdr
environment. are strong arguments in favowstrong, trade unions are abl@of Economics at Panthédn-
In a low wage of a minimum wage across th® negotiate a minimum wagg Sorbonne University, Pdris
environment, EU. EU countries are competingith good outcomes. In othe University, Paris. His rese]mh
Vi with each other and this carcontexts, such as in Germanf2'¢2s 'f‘cmde developmgnt
productivity levels = SERT ‘economics, labour economjjcs
will also be low have adverse consequences @nnational minimum wage wak, 4 sustainable developmgnt

_ the living standards of workersiecessary in addition to sed (more info here: http://ren.
@remibaz Setting a minimum wage in evetgral collective agreements. Iif bazillier.free.fr). He is als@ a

social necessity. The nationa$ much weaker and a nation IOf FEPS and has been a megnber

EU country is an economic anrance, collective bargainingmember of the Scienti ¢ COUeI;”
. . . of the Next Left programmelffor
y level should take into accounminimum wage defined at th prog

several years.
the level of productivity. Thestate level is necessary. Ea
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DEN MINDESTLOHN

#MinimumWage,
#EUminimumwage
Each EU member
state should adopt

he European Unionalso have a positive impact oaut concrete policies in line witl a minimum wage

continues to face the overall coordination of macupward social convergence. @
major economic and roeconomic policies. o .at IeaSt.60 &
social challenges of ”_:S median
which have not been tackled defend the principle of mini Sectoral agreements national wage
since the establishment ofmum wage floors established @BalasGuillaume
the EU’s single market and af all EU countries according t8ectoral agreements can b
the euro area. If the situationtheir respective national prac adopted if we are able to gather
remains unchanged, the riskices, notably the role played bgocial partners in a speci ¢ areay
of economic, tax and sociathe social partners (employerd his could be the right metho
dumping poses one of thend trade union organisationsin the construction sector, in
main threats to the Europeain this process of wage settingrossborder activities and, as
economic area and, ultimatelylHowever, some speci ¢ sectoralready mentioned in the inter
to the continuation of thein Europe would need to haverational road transport sector.
European integration project. common wage setting mechaAs a precondition for these
nism, such as the road transpodgreements, European insti
: sector. Various aspects, suctutions should clearly express
Stimmen fuer den Mindestlohn (Voices for the minimum wage), Die Menschenpyramide (man pyramid) An idea for a as the fragmentation of marthe basis for such discussions:
mural by Victor Ash in Berlin, Germany minimum wage ket operations, the question ofthis could be an opportunity
international transport opera to give concrete content to the
To partly address these riskdions and the complexity of théuropean Pillar of Social Righ

A WAY FO RWAR D FO R M I N I M U M one of my proposals as theules to be applied lead to aiin this respect, the only elemer
rapporteur of a Europeannacceptable circumvention othat we need in Europe for this

Parliament resolution on socidabour law and social rights. | amolitical will. I will ght this bat

WAG E S I N T H E E U dumping, which was approvetherefore in favour of a Europedte with many progressive force

by MEPs in September 2016inimum wage for internationain Europe in the coming month:
was the following: that each Etdad transport operations which
member state in the EU adopteould be based on the most
minimum wage of at least 60%mbitious economic and social
of its national median wage. standards currently prevailing

by Guillaume Balas

Setting minimum wages is a way to head o the ongoing threat of econtaxiand social _ . in Europe and which could be
: o ) ) . The idea of a minimum wage, farther defined in full associ AUTHOR
dumping within the European Union. Guillaume Balas sets out some of the options that this respect, is an e ective instruation with social partners and Guillaume Balags an MEP fr
poIicymakers should take on board. ment designed to fight povertyolitical actors at the national the Socialists and Demociats
and the risk of de ation all oveand European level. This would Group in the Europegn

Parliament. He sits on the
Parliament’'s Employment dnd
Social A airs Committee.

Europe.This rst step in the direcprevent unfair competition and
tion of a better coordination oprovide a clear signal that the
European labour markets woulBuropean Union is able to set
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the Foundation for Europeawith further increases. Oncehe negative e ects of minimum o

Progressive Studies, Greenwithe living wage level has beeawages on youth employment we #Mlnlmquage,

Political Economy Researchttained, increases beyondlso discredited by a research ¢ #EUMmMinimumwage

Centre, Think-tank for Actionthis could then be tied both tathe fast food industry, a majo A coordinated

on Social Change, Economiaflation and average labouemployer of young workers policy of European

Council of the Labour Movememroductivity, as described bywhere minimum wages indee  minimum wages is

(FEPS-GPERC-TASC-ECLRYllin. In the transition perioded to more and not less youtl g \win-win case for

These policies include improvingf gradual adjustments lead employment in the US. In fac achieving equitable

trade union legislation, collecing to the statutory minimumraising the minimum wage ca development,

tive bargaining coverage, equalage, living wage rates shoulalso increase labour force-pat c

pay legislation, public spendinge used within public sectoticipation rates, as better-paid converg_e_nce, higher

in social infrastructure as well asrganisations and should bemployment becomes attractive productivity gnd

increasing minimum wages tonposed on private rms werk healthy public

give a boost to the wage shaiag as contractors or suppliersThe positive effects of mini S€ctor budgets

in each EU Member State.  to the public sector. Even falftemum wages however, are nc @GPERC UoG
the convergence of the nationab be found only on the quan -

At the EU level, minimum wagesinimum wage to a living wagéity of work, but crucially, on its

can also be used as a tool fdocal authorities should then bguality. Higher minimum wag

convergence, with nation-speable to set their own living wageduces turnover among work

cific minimum rates definedhorms at levels higher than thers and creates employment

A E U RO P EAN SYSTE I\/I O F M I N I I\/I U I\/I WAG E‘ tion to the median wageational statutory minimumstability for low-wage werk
h country, in a fashiowage given that local costs daérs, which in turn helps firms
similar to the one elaboratediving di er. to increase their productivity.
FO R E Q UAL I TY L E D D EV E LO P I\/I E N T by Schulten and Watt already Furthermore, they are found to

Wages in fast food restaurants are often low

in 2007. Such a policy should enhance employees’ general
by Ozlem Onaran be further embedded within ePc_)s_itive e ects of wellbeing at work and work-
broader wage coordination-polmMiNimMum wages life balance, and to contribute
icy in order to achieve an upward to improvements in workplace

A European SyStem of minimum wages can help brmg people out of poverty as well as convergence in wages to-sugstudies on the effects of miniatmosphere. It is not by chance

contribute to equality, higher productivity and healthier public sector budgets. port socio-economic cohesionmum wages show that there nthat a survey carried out by
signi cant evidence of a negativéhe Greater London Authority
association between minimunfinds that 80% of employers )
Living wage strategy  wages and employment. Fobelieve that the living wage has<’ .

stablishing a suffi Organisation (ILO), among otheffect is relevant for workers ah a wage-led economy such as needed the UK case, minimum wagesnhanced the quality of work. ,\\l‘ 7
iently high statutory ers has been vocal on this. Owtll skill groups and across servideurope. Low-income earners reduced inequality without L =ty
minimum wage is onerecent Foundation for Europeaand manufacturing sectors alikevould spend a higher propor Over the medium term weany significant negative effect$o sum up, a coordinated policy': YN
the most effec Progressive Studies- Greenwidhis also a key policy to decreas®n of their income and this need a strategy to make then employment. In Germanyof European minimum wages| \‘]

tive policy tools to tackle thePolitical Economy Researcthe high gender pay gaps. would lead to positive effects statutory minimum wage ahe introduction of a minimumis a win-win case for achievin AU-THOIQ:
worrisome growth of in-workCentre (FEPS-GPERC) research on growth and investment living wage through gradwage of €8.50 in January 20leguitable development, CORVEr | &, 1om Onaraiis Director of t
poverty. Evidence shows thathows that minimum wages aré rise in minimum wages nan each European country, in ual increases in minimum(now increased to €8.84), actugence, higher productivity andl Greenwich Political Econdmy
robust minimum wages caralso very e ective in increasingnly reduces people’s reliancearticular where policies to wages. After each increasally translated into a contractiorhealthy public sector budgets. | Research Centre and Profegsor
substantially reduce inequalthe share of wages as a propoon benefits or debt but alsdncrease wages are coordinated the employment effects carof unemployment and youth of Economics at the Universify of
ity. the International Laboution of national income and thismprove demand and growthas shown in recent research by be assessed before proceedingnemployment. The myth about Greenwich.
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Between 2015 and 2016, European direct investment abroad (FDI) increased by 49% with China

AN ASSESSMENT OF EU CHINA RELATIONS: sidsiminer, . *

Interview by Alain Bloé&dt editor-in-chief of the Progressive Post with Jo Leinen

In a wide-ranging interview with the Progressive Post, MEP Jo Leinen gave his views on EU-
China relations, including China’s Belt and Road Initiative, Chinese investments in the EU such
as buying the Port of Piraeus in Greece and future cooperation between the EU and China.

How would you de ne China on many infrastructureean present a new EU-Chin~

the supposed EU-China Projects (Eastern Europe, Asipartnership roadmap in June #China-#EU
‘win-win’ relationship andAmea) ggi—%o-:—cheeaEng rr:]alilsef Zi?)?rll(n\:vcl We do not have a
after ve years? Is there one U.nited ~ language towards China level playing field
China's Belt and Road InitiativeUlOP€an Union position otherwise we will have nc in terms of market
(BRI) has been a challenge af@wards China? in uence and our interests anc | 1o 40 political

an Opportunity for EUrOpe. '%Jnfortunately the 28 EUVaerS will be weakened. understand|ng
#NewSilkRoad

challenge because it 'Sau’n'lzgllember States have quite

eral Chinese initiative to rea, iverse positions. | hope that

OtUt tg thde worlz (with Chintaﬁhe EU’s High Representative
stanhdar s) and an oppor Y for Foreign A airs and Security
nity for Europe to connect Wltfll_.,olicy' Federica Mogherini,
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We need to analyse
whether, #China
having assets in
key infrastructure

areas is more than activities in China. Furthermoregolitical strategy through whictgot and how problematic Russia

an investment and e have to look at our tradéo in uence Member States. may well stay for many years, we
if it is a political defence instruments, which ) _ do not have that many partners
strategy through are _being sharpened _upCOUld you |mag|ne .the in the world to do the big things
which to influence and improved, on screeningg@me reaction coming where they are needed: e.g.

investments from China irffrom Germany and the  climate protection on a major,
Member States terms of whether they meet ouNetherlands if China had scale, economic developmen

#NewSilkRoad standards. tried to buy the Port of ~ In Africa, efc...
Do you think that China Hamburg or Rotterdam?

y has adopted the right Well, in Germany, China is _
attitude with its ‘16+1’ buying the more sophisticatec #EU has an interest
technology companies (Chines in developing

home appliance maker Midei good cooperation

cooperation with 11 EU ~ Goup took over the Germat 4k 4china but
robotics rm Kuka) One does no

I\/Iergbﬁ‘(r States ?nd 5 want to see China on a ‘shoppir we ShouLd h
ve Balkan countries? " Wi - ensure that we have
USA, are you concerned tour’ with state-owned

. ) : | T
about EU public opinion  There is no problem aboufTR0RToR B 0 (8 £ @ level playing feld
towards China? g active in the E - and reciprocity

and that China is investing ifhatthe EU can accept, atlea: . "\ b0 g0

Yes, of course, China is Boland or Romania as it does % /09 as there is no reciprocit

challenge because it has &ermany and Portugal. | woul§nereby EU companies are ab 4N ewSilkRoad

di erent political system and itishave a problem if they werd® do the same in China.

not a market economy. Productsndermining our standards angy, April, 27 out of 28

initiative, which aims

Given the public’s to expand China’s

reaction to the last trade
agreements, such as
with Canada and the

EU ambassadors to
are major restrictions in term;éo was there any problemChi_n_a_signeoI_ a letter
of financing and investment§0r you when China criticising China’s Belt
in China. We do not have hought the whole of the and Road Initiative
level-playing field in termsport of Piraeus in Greece?(BRI). Is this the right

of market rules and political ;
understanding. Many Seople imhe port of Piraeus pproach towards China?

the EU are worried that we afg0urishing. It is a positiverhis is a warning from our
in a bad position and would b§/ément for Greece and itambassadors not to be naive and
the losers in a trade relationshis€ONomMy too. The Greelg call for the EU to get united.

government was forced, by th@ur ambassadors in Beijing are
How can we make sure austerity policy, to sell the portmuch closer to the reality o
that parity and equity No EU companies were able ©Qhina than our government
will be ensured by this ~ meet the level of the Chinesgnd institutions in Brussels.
sort of agreement? offer. B_ut we should_obse_rveound it helpful that they put

that China is mostly investinghe nger on some problematic] AUTHOR

The EU has an interest im infrastructures projects (e-gdevelopments relating to Chinall 1o Leinenis a Member of the
developing good cooperatiorports, railways, energy systems o European Parliament (MEP) from
with China but we should ensur@nd distribution systems). Wehre you optimistic the Socialists and Democ{ts

that we have a level-playing eltheed a complete picture, at theabout future EU-China Group. He has been an MEP
and reciprocity in what we doEU level, on what is happeningyoperation? since 1999 and has beenfthe
From the Chinese governmer@nd we need to analyse Chairperson of the Europgan
we want more market acceswhether, China having asset$eS, because we need eachparliament’s Delegation for
and no discrimination againsin key infrastructure areas mor@ther for global governance. If Relations with China since 2|>14.
our companies regarding theithan an investment and if it is ¥0U Se& how shaky the US hds
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the militarily vulnerable eastyet resource-rich provinces. as hundreds of millions of
ern coast, remote locations thaThe ‘Western Developmen #NewSilkRoad people, most of whom live and
were hard to access were singlédrogramme’ (xibu da kaifa) A regional vision of ~Wwork in eastern coastal-cit
out by the Chinese governmer@nnounced in 1999 by Jian hglanced regional ies without urban hukou, are
to receive large amounts oZemin, aimed at boosting the development separated from their left-be
investment. By and large, howeconomic growth of 12 inlan hind families. Although hukou
ever, these activities have ngirovinces, which together . reforms, including the recen
. more than in the :
produced satisfactory returns. accounted for more than 70% . . . announcement by Premier
of China’s territory. However 'ma_‘gmatlons of Kegiang of giving urban huk
despite considerable state Policymakers to 100 million migrant worker
investment in these provinces @CCFAN by 2020, are intended to hel
they continued to lag far behind migrants settle in cities, rura
their eastern coastal coun Chinese tend to prefer larg
Deng’s rise in the late 197Qerparts. In short, a regiona coastal cities and shun urba
made it possible for the Operision of balanced regionaidentify, de ne and limit BRI'dhukou in smaller and inlan
Door Policy, which enabledevelopment remained littlegeographical expanse and-geeities. If the BRI is successf
export-led industrialisationmore than in the imaginationgolitical potential. In fact, thein making inland cities mor
via coastal ‘Special Economiaf policymakers. concept’s flexibility and fuzzattractive, it may become a
Zones’, the 14 ‘Open Coastal iness precisely represent howffective tool to solve China’
Cities’ and preferential poli China is building diplomatianigration problem.
cies aimed at attracting foreigfConceptualising Bri and economic relationships
investment. A new political €on with countries in all directions,
ceptualisation for the regionsCompared with the aboveas the two imaginary belts grow
was presented via the newhe spatial conceptualisatioracross lands and seas.
‘Three Economic Belts’ (sandaf the Belt and Road Initiative
jingji didai) division, which waéBRI) is bigger, broader andlso, compared with previous
introduced during the Seventless geographically preciseregional policies, the BRI is not
Five-Year Plan (1986-1990) aBy virtue of its title, BRI €ondesigned to prioritise certain
which assigned di erent rolesotes spatial relationships andegions within China over-oth
to the eastern, coastal, eenactivities. While o cial mediaers. Rather, the entire country
tral and western regions. Thisuch as Xinhua has publisheid expected to be involved
division legitimised the rapidnaps on the modern ‘Silk Roaaind maps of China related to
growth of coastal province€conomic Belt’ and the ‘21¢he BRI tend to be regionally__,x"
such as Guangdong, literallgentury Maritime Silk Roadinclusive rather than categor
manifesting the first part ofwhich make up the BRI, they aieal like the ‘Three Economic “anig
Deng’s famous quote: “Leby no means nal or de nitive.Belts’. Nevertheless, since *‘kfﬂ '
some people and regions gdhstead, the two BRI belts areentral and western Chinesg A tHoR
rich rst; the others will follow.” uid, unrestricted and evolvingcities including Yiwu, Xi'amjc. cindy Faris Professor
spatially. Although the spatiaChongqing and Urumgqi arg Geography and Asian Amerjcan
By the 1990s, it was clear thapnceptualisation of the twoidentified as destinations of Studies at the UnivefZIty
the second part of Deng’s quoteelts has primarily encem the Silk Road Economic Bejl‘(()LfJC(I:_ZI)IfSVES:E:(;Sle_(ajli:hpi\r?tgr ztz
was nowhere in sight. The pepassed parts of Eurasia, Europthe BRI is expected to boost;, mig’ration and regioral

remained little

Export-led
industrialisation

Compared with past development policies, the Belt and Road Initiative’s (BRI) spatial imagination is bigger, broader, and less
geographically precise, says C. Cindy Fan

BELTS, ROADS AND REGIONS:
MAPPING IMAGINATIONS

by C. Cindy Fan

Spatial representations such as maps are instrumental to understanding and interpreting
China’s policies. Official maps are available for some policies, while researchers and
observers have also created their own spatial representations of policies. Either way, spatial
visualisations help to translate policies into potential impacts on people and places and to
cement the way in which regions can be conceptualised for political purposes.

—h

tial representa their own spatial representaln the past decades, China'®mdustrial bases inland for the
ions such as mapstions of policies. Either wayregional policies have vacillatedurpose of national defence.
instrumental to spatial visualisations help tdetween focusing on the easter@hina scholar Barry Naughton

derstanding and translate policies into potentiacoastal region and helping théamously mapped the di erent
interpreting China’s policiesimpacts on people and place#land region. Beginning in thphases of the Third Front,-cen
Official maps are available faand to cement the way in whicth960s, Mao promoted the ‘Thirtering on the inland provinces
some policies, while researcherggions can be conceptualise&ront’ (sanxian) programmeof Sichuan, Guizhou, Hubei,
and observers have also creatddr political purposes. which was aimed at shifting keghaanxi and Gansu. Avoiding
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ceived and documented risehe Middle East, Africa andirbanisation and economid

in regional inequality necessiSoutheast Asia, they are alreadlevelopment in their adjacen

development in China. Shg is
the rst woman and Asian tofbe

tated a new vision of regionaxtending rapidly to Oceaniaregions. Such developmentappointed UCLA's Vice Provogt for

development, one that focusedlatin America and beyond. Imay also help alleviate th

International Studies and Glgbal
Engagement.

on helping the poor, inlandshort, no maps can accuratelyigration challenge in Chinak
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N EXT GLO BAL % n a certain vyay, the strengtr _ In.stitute, are working closelynsurmountable. For example,
E of the EU’sideals has sut #NewSilkRoad with leaders from Eastern an@7 of the 28 EU ambassadors to
© sided while its economic China is coming Central Europe to bind relaChina have just signed a report

plans have declined fol to Europe with tions with business enterprisesharply critical of China’'s BRI

lowing the debt crisis. China  more than one and governments. The Centdexcept Hungary). The European

coming to Europe with ambitiou trillion dollars for International KnowledgeJnion has to build a strong

financial flows (more than on Development (CIKD), a newounter-argument to the BRI

trillion dollars) and plans tha @Aliseepornet body created in August 201fhat will treat its eastern region

come with debt risks, accerd under the supervision of then a new way. Europe has te rec

ing to the Center for Glob China State Council, refers treate a political and symbolic

Development, especially fo Belarus as an example of a sueehesion, rethinking its relation

Montenegro, which aspires to cessful Special Economic Zorship with China but also with i
becoming an EU member stateifs digital strategy - but alsooutside China. Eurasian nations.
Most of Belt and Road Initiatihirough China’s bilateral diplo

projects run counter to the EUnacy in Europe. 16+1 — a soft

agenda for liberalising tradeliplomatic initiative launchedCounter-argument to

and push the balance of powen 2012 to expand multi-sectothe BRI needed

in favour of subsidised Chinesmoperation with 11 EU Member

companies, according to an EBtates and 5 Balkan countriesBut, what if the Belt and Road

delegation report. The Europeais disrupting the usual channel dhitiative is exactly what the

Union remains cool and-disdialogue with Eastern EuropeaBuropean Union needs to rede

tant towards the BRI initiativecountries. 16+1 is working as e itself? Is it a pure, strategic,

Nevertheless, for some ceunparallel multi-bilateralism, “aideological and very seductive

tries, such as Hungary, Greedslateral structure that leadsplan that can be taken as giving

and several eastern EU courto an unequal distribution ofEurope a kind of electric shock

tries, BRI is considered as gower which China exploitsto shake it into action? The

appealing policy because of itaccording to the EU delegatioBelt and Road Initiative is not a

Most of the Belt and Road Initiative projects run counter to the EU agenda for liberalising trade and push the balance of power in favour multi-faceted aspects, includ report. Beyond the gates of théreat or a danger for those who

of subsidised Chinese companies, according to an EU delegation report ing its digital issues. The digit&luropean Union, Chinese thirdan stand united. Some recent

European economy needs moteanks, such as the BRI Researehents indicate that 16+1 is not

than 500 million euro, according

BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE téﬁ?ii“éﬁi?ﬁ?ié’%? d".’y
AND EUROPE’S FATE: Ceonomy: Albabts dlecion ‘ ‘

ic-World Trade Platform (e-WTP)

’? is creatin_g a move .to coeun .
STILL UNITED IN DIVERSITY? sganst waationa mawsuies THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

by Alisée Pornet and disrupting industries. It is

doing this in Pakistan, Malaysia DOES NOT A POSE A TH REAT E

and Turkey. Huawei is building

. ivity i | inth
Throughout 2018, several authors debated “Europe’s Destiny” (Ivan Krastev) as challenged ey e asasn™® - OR A DANGER FOR THOSE
by the refugee crisis and de ed in “its conquest of ideals” (Francois Jullien) by the harsh WHO CAN STAND UNITED. &
: iy . : : : 1 AUTHOR
re.ah:cy of a political .communlty. thgt has peen for too long led by economlcgl!y erven issues. The BRI is dividing R cearchordn
Alisée Pornet provides some insights with regard to the Belt and Road Initiative. Europe China. She has written seviral
art.i(.:Ies for newspapers and is

BRI is dividing Europe with these , , ggzg?nii:t?v%k on the Belt gnd
engaging policies — such as with :
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the economic in the Western Pacific. It is CH'NA’S If it were to see Eurasia and the

ont, few doubt accompanied by the Chinese Indo-Paci ¢ as coherent strate

e value of deepereffort to weaken the US-led ECONOMIC gic spaces, it would turn to more
commercial and alliances in Asia. Second is the comprehensive approaches

transport connectivity in thegrowing imbalance in miIitaryE that would involve deeper-mil
Eurasian landmass and in iggower between China and it XPANSION AN strategic cooperation wit

waters. But the debate haseighbours. Third is that China India and Japan. Delhi and To

been about China’s terms fois using the BRI projects th/]| | TARY POWErReady to welcome Europe
integration. acquire military facilities and return to the east and the sout
bases in the Indian Ocean.
Together, these three factors PRO‘JECTION
Criticism of the BRI have made it harder for either

the US or China’s neighbours to ARE HELPl NG #NewsSilkRoad

India has argued that the BRrevent non-peaceful changes Sl 2 Tl
projects tend to be financiallyn the territorial status quo CONSTRUCT are ready to y

unviable, environmentallyand to limit the prospects for

unsustainable and drive theotential Chinese hegemony. welcome Europe’s
recipient countries into deepGreater European contribu = URASIA AND return to the east
debt. The United States hations are critical for peace and and the south

called the economics of the BREcurity in the Indo-Pacific. THE |NDO
“predatory”. Japan is offerindglraditional European great

Beautiful, winding roads on the OId Silk Route, a silk trading route between China and India some co_mpetition to the B.R[bowers like stepping up to the PACIFIC AS
through its own ‘partnershipplate. But Europe as a collective y

for quality infrastructure’ (PQIunit is yet to emerge as a force

on terms that are far more-reato reckon with in the region. |[NTEGRATED

sonable. India, Japan and th®f course Europe has its own

EUROPE, CHINA'S SILK ROADS AND INDIA e s THEATRES.

mote regional infrastructuremeet defence spending targets

by C. Raja Mohan in the Indo-Pacific. Europeaset by the United States for its
support for these e orts wouldNATO allies. Yet, Europe cannot

@MohanCRaja

strengthen the choices for thetand idly by in the Indo-Paci c.
recipient countries and encour
age China to move towards more

One of the long term consequences of China’s expansive Belt and Raaddr{i8RI) is : : _
acceptable international norms #NewSilkRoad

the reorganisation of the physical, economic and political space in Asia and Europe as well in the promotion of connectivity #China is using

as the Indian and Paci ¢ oceans. While the two continents and the two oceans were seen in Eurasia and the Indo-Paci¢. e #BR| projects

as separate geographies until recently, China’s economic expansion and military power ;0 ?I(?C_Iu"e “;"k')tary

. . . . . . P acllities an ases
projection are helping construct Eurasia and the Indo-Paci c as integrated theatres. To Security issues in the Indian Ocean
secure its interests in these emerging regions, Europe must reinforce its traditional American In the security domain, threc @MohanCRaja CA};J;'aH'\(A); _— rl3
. . A . . . . Raj i

alliance through strong strategic coordination with Asian powers like India and Japan. new factors stand out. One Imstitute of South Asian Studes.
China’s military pressure on th National University of Singapre.
US’s forward military presenc
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s unexpected asas an economic partner than & concerns linked to EU’s unity,

the leaked report’s geopolitical player using itsChina under scrutiny  prosperity and security.

‘unusually biting economic might to acquire

ontent’ might be, undue political influence andAs the eyes of the world focuas the wanted or unwanted

this critique is not new nomute diplomatic resistance tamore on China, it was alwaysffect of Beijing’s enlarged
should it have been surprisingts foreign policy conduct. expected that there wouldalsdootprint on the ground is
China’s almost world-spanning be a greater degree of scruincreasingly felt, China has to try
grand initiative has a naturaBeijing is waking up to thisiny regarding the ways Beijinlgarder to prove that, in reality,
partner in Europe as China andidespread scepticism, seeinghooses to implement the proBRI is truly a two-way street and
Europe are located at eithediminishing returns in pro ject, leading critics to questiomot simply a vehicle for Chinese
end of the ‘Silk Road’, and yetoting BRI as an exclusivelts motives and intentions. Innvestments abroad. What i
Europe’s reception to the miti‘win-win’ strategy based orthis sense, China should wonkore, it should not take lightl
ative has gradually shifted frorparity and mutual respect. Itssystematically not to dispel thisvarnings about how initiative
heartfelt endorsement to grow attached to BRI such as the 1
ing reticence, if not downright policy (China’s aim to intensi
scepticism. European critics and expand cooperation with
view much of BRI as a solo EU Member States and 5 Bal

NEXT GLOBAL

© shutterstock

Chinese show, rather than ‘a countries) can accelerate th
real chorus of all relevant coun Union’s fragmentation. Brusse
tries’, as Chinese policymakers is right to an extent in arguin
have repeatedly promised. that such initiatives aggravat

According to their reasoning, the divisions within the Unio
these criticisms point to a nrum y d pamper the EU’s ability t
ber of asymmetrical outcomes EUROPE S RESPONSE SHO@JﬁI ith China collectivel

in China’s favour, Beijing’s often awkwardly pitting member

instrumental and selective BE FUNDAM ENTALLY STRATE@Ka‘gainst each other (an

commitment to the principle Brussels) in order to secure

View on the new silk road or Karakoram highway of parity and inclusiveness IN ITS DESIGN AND NOT MERE:%e?e investment. If anything,

combined with the absence esblatt’s report should act

of a level-playing field for owerful reminder as to how
MAKI N G TH E B E LT AN D ROAD European states and compaREACTlVE IN ITS ”VlPLEM ENTAiFMhere is between being
nies in terms of market access, an expansive global actor and
tender selection, trade facHita being (perceived as) an expan
I N IT I AT I VE A TWO WAY ST R E ET tion and investment relations. , ’ sionist one, and therefore as a

China is progressively seen less valuable warning as to how-dan

gerous this increasingly popular

by Vassilis Ntousas criticism is, whether deserved or

#NewsSilkRoad : The misplaced. At the very least, this
EU should establish danger lies in creating a climate
. . . . . oL . . . a robust European of mistrust, which can inhibit
For a city like Brussels, WhICh is used to institutional and diplomatic Wrangllr?g, ’a report echanism for cooperation even on matters
leaked to the German daily Handelsblatt some weeks ago that focuses on China’s Belt and screening foreign  Official retort is that much oferiticism for its perceived lack afvhere European and Chinese
Road (BRI) initiative, caught many in Brussels by surprise. According to the newspaper, the investments in gtsegrg:L“ner;:f‘stg’e“rc'zpf:j:;;”:rf';r?st E’u‘j‘gs;eizsc'gzgif:;’?"Cy'makers largely agree.
European Union’s 27 ambassadors to Beijing (except for Hungary) compiled a report that 3g§t?t%'%asiesf§5n yet as the leaked report showthe reason is simple: much of this :
sharply criticises BRI, arguing that the initiative “runs counter to the EU agenda for liberalising by C%rtainpfnember clearly, this is no longer a pubargumentation poses real fisks t he stakes are high
trade and pushes the balance of power in favour of subsidised Chinese companies” e diplomacy issue, 1t 15 firsthe BRI's success and longevity
p Y P : states and foremost a concrete-for Why? Because while some of Esidently, for a Europe that uses
@VNtousas eign policy one. It is rst andunderlying assumptions mighsuch stark terms to describe its
foremost a diplomacy one.  be unwarranted (and they are)elations to China, it too needs
y some re ect real, deep-seatedto do its homework. The
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stakes are so high that neitheéeurope cannot afford not tacalculus when Europe conducts
passive scepticism nor fadinfprm a common strategy visits policy recalibration. With

patience without any approepria-vis BRI and Beijing, as ontlye 20th EU-China Summit fast
ate measures taken will su cea united Union will be ableapproaching, it is clear that a
to address the issues at hando exert sufficient diplomaticlot of work remains to be done
The EU should urgently formuveight to collectively bargairby both sides. For BRI, project
late a holistic policy responsevithin the framework of BRI. which is highly ambitious in

vis-a-vis BRI that takes into its goals and Herculean in its
account both economic and proportions, to become a true
geopolitical considerations. AlcU policy two-way street, both Europe
exclusive focus on geopoliticsecalibration needed and China should be in a
is not fair to either Beijing or position to fully leverage each

Brussels as it risks disregardinfp do this, Europe also needsther’s development opportu
the tremendously beneficiato overcome much of its relanities. In a world under strain
nature of Chinese investmentiive policy short-sightednessrom increasing isolationism,
rules are applied properly. Bubften demonstrated in theunilateralism and protection
nor is it fair to merely emphapast, which has at times led tesm, this is an immense task.
sise the economic opportunitghe very development of som&ut it is one worth trying for.'
that BRI o ers, while overleokof the divisions amongst some
ing the (potential) geopoliticaimember states. Take Greece
challenges. for example. Would Athens
have sold o a majority stake in
, : ,
E]irggriznrtzflponse sh.ou.ld.b'ehe port, of Piraeus, orje of th #NewSilkRoad :
y strategic in itxountry’s (and Europe’s) mos j
design and not merely reaccritical infrastructure assets, ¢ ONly @ united
tive in its implementation. AChinese state-owned compan Union will be able
key component in this regar€OSCO had it not been force t0 exert sufficient
should be establishing a robusb embrace the strict austerity diplomatic weight
European mechanism fodogma for years, struggling wit to collectively
screening foreign investmentpainful measures in terms o pargain within the
in strategic assets, despiteuts and privatisations imposet framework of #BRI
opposmon_ by certaln. me_mbeby_ its debtors? Questions lik @VNtousas
states. This latter point is keythis need to be part of the

L

AUTHOR
Vassilis Ntousasis a
international relations polity
advisor for the Foundation ffor
European Progressive Studi
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| Work of Art by Noma Bar. He is an Israel-born graphic designer, illustrator & artist

EUROPEANS MUST UNDERSTANL
ISRAEL'S REALITY

by Isaac Herzog

When other nations question Israel's defensive actions without acknowledging
the role played by Hamas and our legitimate concerns, they reduce their chance
of persuading Israelis that future territorial compromises in the West Bank serve
our interests.
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| AM ALSO CONCERNED BY THE
GAP BETWEEN PERCEPTIONS IN

BRUSSELS OF OUR SITUATION, AND

THE REALITY WE ARE DEALING
WITH. THIS GAP IS HARMING THE

EFFECTIVENESS OF EU ENGAGEMENT.

)

urope can play aharming the e ectiveness of Eldxplain to the Israeli people howaterial to build tunnels and to

onstructive role in engagement. we will prevent Hamas and otherse rockets to attack our towns

advancing a two state extremists — backed by Iran and cities. Israel would like to

lution but suc taking over the West Bank, jusee the Palestinian Authority

cessful engagement required WO State solution as they did the Gaza Strip, andd by Mahmoud Abbas take
a clear-sighted grasp of the launching rockets at Israel.  responsibility, but he is unwill

DEBATES

of Hamas for orchestratingire thousands of Palestinianksraelis of securing Israel as the

repeated confrontations. employed in them. Meanwhilenation state of the Jewish peo
boycott measures reinforceple; recognising the need for

We all need to apply the harstine narrative of the Israeli righspecial security arrangements

lessons of the Gaza experiengého claim that European interto prevent a repeat of the Gaza

to the West Bank. The centrakntions are one-sided or eveexperience in the West Bank;

lesson that Israelis took awagnti-Semitic. These perceptionand repudiating counterproduc

from the withdrawal from Gazenake it harder for those of usive boycott initiatives.

was that ending the occupatiom Israel who want to work-con

does not by itself end the €onstructively with international

flict. In any future withdrawahctors to advance peace.

from the West Bank we will need

special security arrangementin sum, to help those in IsraeI\Ne must al_so e

to prevent another Hamasvho want to bring about a two- front the mistaken

takeover. state solution, Europeans mustidea that boycott

advance positions which areing Israel, including

balanced, which re ect a clear settlements, will

understanding of the reality on promote peace

the ground and which address@HerzogMK

Europeans should alsdhe legitimate concerns shared

acknowledge that, whilst Israeby all Israelis. These includ

settlements are a challenge irecognising the centrality fory

reaching a two state solution,

they are not the central one. It is

not the case, as | often hear, that

settlements have made a two

state solution impossible. My

party’s position is that construc

tion in isolated settlement areas

should stop since it does not

Israeli settlements

reality on the ground and the®ur European friends should

concerns of the Israeli public. understand that most Israelis
would accept a two stateLessons from the

On my recent visit to Brusselssblution. This is because the{paza Strip

met many EU leaders, includingpnsider that maintaining Israel

ing to do so unless Hamas gives
up its weapons. Hamas are try

ing every way possible to avoid
that concession. Having failed to
get their way by attacking Israel

serve Israel’s interests. But 85%
of the settlers live in settlement
blocks that sit on 4-6% of the
West Bank and annexing them
to Israel in a land swap deal was

¢

EUROPEANS MUST ADVANCE

the EU’s High Representativas a Jewish and democratic stalé is in no one’s interest tawith rockets and tunnels, they

for Foreign A airs and Securitis more important than holdingepeat the Gaza experience are now sending thousands to
Policy Federica Mogherini.dnto the entire ‘Land of Israelthe West Bank. Under Hamdseach our border.

found considerable respect foHowever, they have entirely reaule, the Gazan people face

Israel and a desire for closesonable concerns about securitgevere humanitarian distresddaving withdrawn from the Gaza
cooperation and at the samehat have only grown as a resulsraeli policymakers know thabtrip in 2005, we have a duty to
time impatience with some obf the upheaval in our region ithis increases the risk of con ictlefend our citizens from those
the policies of the governmentecent years. The most weaklgnd widely support interna trying to storm into Israel, many
led by Prime Minister Benjamigoverned countries in the Middl&onal efforts to rehabilitateof them intent on violence and

Netanyahu. As Israel’'s Leadé&ast have felt the full force dhfrastructure, including watemwe have a right to use force as
of the Opposition, | share thoskslamist extremists, including ornd electricity. But our ability t@ last resort. Yet we frequently
frustrations but | am also eonlsrael’s southern and northerchange the situation is limitedhear European leaders affirm
cerned about the gap betweeborders. Whilst | am convinceevithout a credible partner insideur right to defend ourselves and
perceptions in Brussels of ouhat we must move towards @he Gaza Strip. then the next moment demand

situation and the reality thatwo state solution whilst main investigations into our military,

we are dealing with. This gap faining our security, | have télamas continues to use buildinghilst ignoring the responsibility
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accepted by the Palestinians

in previous talks. For the-iso POSITIONS WHICH ARE BALANCED,
lated settlements there are any WHICH REFLECT A CLEAR

number of solutions if we think

creatively. Therefore, we must ([ JNDERSTANDING OF THE REALITY
avoid giving encouragement to
ON THE GROUND, AND WHICH

opponents of peace by wrongly

conceding that setiements have A H\MDE QS THE LEGITIMATE CONCERNS

destroyed the two state solution, AUTHOR

when this is not the case. SHARED BY ALL ISRAELIS.

)

Isaac HerzogChairman of the
Israeli Labor party. Since 2d03,
Herzog has been a membar of
the Knesset and has held vallous
ministerial posts, includifig

Minister of Welfare and Sogial
Services (2007-11).

We must also confront the-mis
taken idea that boycotting Israel,
including settlements, will pro

mote peace. The rst victims of
boycotts against settlements
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FOLLOW U P ‘ ‘ seems to be to curtail the littleof this con ict for a reason. The

progress that has been made liversity of Jerusalem should be
recent decades towards a twpreserved and promoted — any
state solution. The continuatioother option will change the soul

JERUSALEM |S NOT JEW|SH of the settlements policy, theof this unique city.

continuation of violence, the

CHRISTIAN OR MUSLIM. IT BELOMNife fsmanitarian situation in
TO HUMANKIND AND IT BELON Gaza and the illicit build-up anc’

#itant activities of Hamas ar #European and the

TO ALL OF ITS INHABITANTS WHRZFfrbating mistrust on bott #1sraelis #progressive

sides. Furthermore, there ar forces should come

ARE ALSO % PALESTINIANS. many regional chalenges asu 0 2 S0 16/

Middle East region is falling int .
g 9™ rhetoric of fear and

chaos, with the Syrian war ente . .
ing in its eighth year and wit the populist drift of the
Iran’s assertiveness growin¢ Current government
It is therefore more necessar and propose another
than ever to cultivate together paradigm based on
ness, to invest in reconciliatior equality and solidarity
understanding , solidarity anc . .
inclusiveness and to change tt @VictorBostinaru
confrontational paradigm inside
would like to be sure thatGaza in particular, they have nigrael and with its neighbour
everybody that readsfreedom, no future and no hopethe Palestinians. y
my humble contribution
understands that | am &
friend of both the Israelis and\ paradigm based on Peace process needs
the Palestinians and that all mgquality and solidarity fresh impetus

PROGRESSIVE FORCES NEED TO s
this conflict through the eyesThat said, there is a majority dill this considered, | am totallv
D and perspectives of both sidedsraelis that want a progressiveonvinced that there is no alter
R O P O S E A N EW PA RA D I G I\/I TO With this in mind, | am convincedecular and peaceful Israel andative to the two state solutior

that anyone that speaks aboutet there are not many Israelnd that there is a need tc

D I S P E L I S RAE L I PAL ESTI N E T E N S I O NrSas to take into consideteaders to speak to them adjive the process fresh imp

i e complex geopoliticafor them today. Above all, théeus, by engaging Israelis an

context within which Israel hag&uropean and the Israelis-praPalestinians and by showin

by Victor Bostinaru to survive. Israel is a Jewish staggessive forces should com#hat there are bene ts in having
in an Arab world and there hatogether to fight the rhetoricreal peace.

been a constant and inherenof fear the populist drift of the
tension between this state andurrent government and pro Finally it is key today to realis

| Cover of The Progressive Post Autumn 2018

As a European but also as a Social Democrat | can only join the Jewish people in celebrating the world it lives in. pose another paradigm basethat, without finding a way o
the 70th anniversary of the creation of the State of Israel. After all, Zionism was a socialist on equality and solidarity. Whasharing Jerusalem, we might
d that ded di lis tod thrivi . ti dd tic state. Yet Moreover, | am afraid that wes needed is a paradigm thatever have peace. Jerusalem ictor Bostinaru is Vice
) r_ea_m al succeeade _an _srae ISto ay_a riving, innovative _an emocra I_C state. vet, have to come to the conclusiowill allow the reconstruction ohot Jewish, Christian or Musling. , esident of the éroup of the
it is important to keep in mind that the price that has been paid has been high and the that unilateralism and occu the delicate and fragile balancé belongs to humankind and § Progressive Alliance of Sociglists
wounds remain deep and di cult to heal on the Palestinian and Israeli sides pation have failed peace anbetween a strong but humanéelongs to all of its inhabitant§ & Democrats in the Europgan
' that Israelis have to live with State of Israel. which are also 40% Palestiniang.Parliament, responsible for
. . . . . M foreign policy, neighbourhdod
constant feeling of insecurity. Thus it cannot be only the capitdl

policy, security and defence, and

Palestinians are facing repeatethe peace process seems a longthe state of Israel. It has bediansatiantic relations

violence and, some of them, iway away as the tendency todamong the most sensitive issu
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I FOCUS

PROGRESSIVE MOMENT

Green cities, innovative citieg]i erent expertise to drive soci are in charge of. Our Focus s
inclusive cities: cities acrosgty forward, be that from artions sets out a state of pl
Europe have been changingrchitectural, technological,outlining the ideas and projec
since the 1970s. A process etological, political or culturathat are currently underwa
deindustrialisation at the hearperspective or a combinatiorwithin the European Union al
of our cities has made it possiblef these. in these progressive cities.

to put in place more social and

technological structures, whicfOur map of Europe highlights a

have in turn helped to create citselection of these mayors and

London,UK

Sadiq Aman Khan
Labour party

since 2016 4

ies that are more sensitive to théhe progressive cities that they
energy transition and especially

to the needs of citizens. 7 X 7 N

330 cities, including many Euro

pean capitals (e.g.Brussels,
Paris, Berlin, Lisbon and London)
have become the spearhead of
a progressive movement. Led
by visionary mayors who aim to

Brussels,Belgiu Bergkamen,Germa

Manchester,UK
Andy Burnham

Labour party
since 2017

Hamburg,German

Philippe Close Roland Schéfer Peter Tschentscher
re-establish a connection with " Socialistparty SPD ~spD
their citizens through practical since 2018 \ since 1998 \ since 2018
initiatives: inclusive budgets, | [
research facilities, communal |
gardens, transportation and ~ ' o ~ o

ecological infrastructure and

actions to address major issues
such as migration, respect for
the environment, well-being and
civic engagement.

Paris, France Karlsuhe,German
Anne Hidalgo Frank Mendtrup

Socialist party SPD

As a result, these cities, which
have become ‘real life labora

tories’, bring together a lot of L since 2014 L

since 2013 \

Nantes, France
Johanna Rolland

Socialist party

since 2014 4

Birmingham, UK
Anne Underwood

\ since 2018

CopenhagenPenmar

Frank Jensen

Barcelona, Spai

Lisbon,Portug

Ada Colau Fernando Medin
CatCom Social Party
since 2015 since 2015
g A\
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Florence,ltaly
Dario Nardella

PD

since 2014 y

\

Social Democrats party
since 2010

FOCUS

Malmo, Sweden

Katrin Stjernfeldt Jamm
Swedish Social Democratic

\ since 2013

f N

Berlin, German
Michael Mller

SPD
\ since 2014

SOURCE / Database Mayors - PES Group in the European Committee of the Region

Vienna,Austria
Michael Haupl

SPO
\ since 1994 y

4 N

Thessaloniki,Greec
Yiannis Boutaris

Independant
\ since 2011
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Interview by Alain Bloédt editor-in-chief of the Progressive Post with Charlotte Halpern

Most of the towns in the European Union are led by progressive mayors. With Charlotte
Halpern, we have sought to analyse why and how this trend has evolved in recent years.

#EuropeanCities
de-industrialisation in cities,activ-ists are getting their The status and

which manifested itself in di er causes into the public eye
ent ways and at di erent times,and demanding new forms o
depending on the Europeardemocracy and urban plan

role of these cities:
an important part
of the continuous

country in question. ning legislation. These sorts ¢
movements have encourager POWET struggle
Charlotte Halpern : There was the development of the concep @CharlotteHalpern
a clear turning point in the that a city should be a labora

1970s when a concentration df we look beyond votingtory for democracy and urbani
middle class people and thos@atterns, we have seen amevelopment even if commery
with greater wealth and edu emergence of new urban socialial interests and inequalities
cation showed an increasednovements. In cities acrossemain ever present.

interest in cul-ture, sport andGermany and the Netherlands,

quality of life. Alongside thistudents, environmentalists,

change came the process opacifists and anti-nuclear
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They do not implement any
measures all all, far from it.
But let us say, for the sake of
argument that European cities
have accumulated a greater
capacity for action since
decentralisation reforms were
implemented. These cities now
have more resources than in the
past to define their politi-cal
agendas and to initiate their
own projects, most notably in
terms of housing, culture, sport
and education. Their ability to
de ne urban and metropolitan
projects has made it possible
to bring national public policy
to the local and regional level
in terms of urban renewal,
transportation and economic
development and to locate
such infrastructure at a distance
from city centres. This does not
just apply to larger cities. I'm
thinking here of Valenciennes,
Nijmegen or Kassel.

There are many areas of con-
flict, mainly due to opposing
political ideologies, but also
differences in institutional
practices, notably in terms
of the division of powers and
taxation. But if | had to choose
a single theme then it would
have to be the climate and
the inter-related policies of
transportation and polu
tion. In larger cities these are
related as part of a broader
policy on energy transition. In
e ect, urban governments now
face an increased number of
challenges and are no longer
limited to taking purely sym
bolic actions. They are free to
develop pioneering solutions
within their national borders or
opt to implement EU policies.

In Berlin, for example, whicl
was the first to introduce ar
‘environmental zone’, in 2008
wiiich at that time was a pio
neering move in Germany
Zr ia the early 2000s, wher
Malmé developed energy e -
ciziicy building standards tha
were later incorporated into
national standards. This wa
certainly due to the political
colour of the government at
the time but also the pressing
need to address the issues of
urban nollution and high levels
of CC2Z production in a eon
strained environment.

Spring 2018 - ThrogressivePost



themselves and/or that they doeveryday commuters, whether

not continue to have signi cantthese are tourists or workers

problems in handling the sameT his raises the issue of how

issues, as shown by the receriest to represent these differ It depends on whether or not

infrastructure crises with theent interests and who shouldhe city has the capacity to
For a long-time many commenS-Bahn (a rapid railway transitund such urban pro-jects andaccumulate su cient resources
tators believed that capitalsservice) in Berlin, the RER (dmow the benefits and burdensand whether they are able to

were cities that had become to@xpress underground train serare to be distributed. negotiate autonomy with their
dependent on the state to posivice) in Paris or rail transport in suburban areas, which are in u
tion themselves independentlyBrussels! ential and valuable partners.

on the international scene. The
reasoning was that capital cities
were supposedly ungovernable!
Yet, by studying these capidt is questionable whether or
tal cities more closely we haveot such detachment from the
been able to observe a numstate is an expression of the
ber of elements. For exampleindependence of cities as oufhere are many factors to con-
whilst urban transportation is arurban societies stand alone isider, particularly when we talk
administrative and institutionalterms of the decisions imple-about the growth of the national
marketplace marked by intensenented at a national level oreconomic structure, social pol-
political rivalry, we have notedvhether this is a reflection ofcy reforms, housing, etc. The
that there has been a signi canta wider issue, the question o$tatus and role of these cities
reduction in the use of cars andolidarity between rural andalso plays an important part in
a far greater reduction than weaurban areas, at a national othe continuous power strug-
have witnessed elsewhere.  even European level. gle and the resulting sparring
on issues can be intense. For
example, in Vienna there was
a fascinating discussion a few
Mayors are keen to compete years ago at a national level
with other cities, as well adt is essential that the res regarding the pedestrianisation
against their own member stateidents exert some form ofof a famous street. This decision
to puta certain number of+tar influence. But we must notwas brought upin numerous
gets on the agenda each yeaforget the influence that political speeches and covered
But there is still reason to benon-residents also have orby the national press as the peo-
cautious as this does notnecpolicies. Paris, for exampleple discussed issues relating to
essarily mean that these citiefias a population of two milliorhistorical heritage, national
can deal with the said issuesind an even greater number ofdentity and the allocation of
budgets to the city of Vienna. )
IS a
researcher in political science
at SciencesPo, the Urban Design

School and Centre for European
In very di erent ways - the posi- Studies and Comparative

tion on migrants and the use ofPolitics, CNRS (French National
the car are both examples OfCentre fo6cienti ¢ Research),

hat h i Paris, France. She has just co-
debates that have crystallised edited a publication entitled

@CharlotteHalpern significantly in recent years in‘Low-carbon cities’ (‘Villes
Vienna, Budapest, Milan andsobres’ is the original title in

Copenhagen. But other subjectsrench). New models of resource

management published
r merge.
y are yet to emerge by Presses de Sciences Po

(Sciences Po Press).

#Migrants and #Car
are two debates for
#EuropeanCities
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MY EUR®PE IS SOCIAL

by Karl-Heinz Lambertz

Europe faces great challenges and the cities and regions are often on the front line. Tal
the migrant crisis for example: on the ground, it is the cities and regions that have tc
organise the initial response. In Catania, Athens, the Greek Islands and many other are.
and countries, local and regional authorities have handled the reception of thousands o
migrants in very di cult conditions.
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am convinced of the need to

envision and rebuild Europe

from the ground up. Local

and regional stakeholders
are among the best placed to
assess the added value that the
European Union brings to their
citizens, and to communicate
their wishes. This expertise and
proactive force cannot be disre
garded when contemplating the
future of our Union.

Just as the European levelin u
ences the local and regional
levels, the local and regional
levels can have a genuine-n u
ence on the Europe. Cities and
regions must be fully involved
in the drafting of EU policy anci
recognised as full- edged stake
holders in Europe.

states must agree on a European
budget in the interest of their
citizens, European women and
men need e budget that protects
them from the negative conse
(jLences of globalisation and
promotes social and territorial
cohesion, while also enabling
them to face new challenges
such as migration, climate
change, the digitalisation of the
economy and security.

The cohesion policy is a-con
tribution to solidarity, essential
to the strengthening of the
areas, particularly in terms oEuropean Union. With its man
unemployment. agement shared between
Europe, the States, the regions
However, thee gures must not and the cities, it is the policy
lead us to forget the di cultiesbest placed to provide con
facing residents of rural areagrete solutions to these new

There continues to be greatvhere access to public serviceoncerns and challenges. It is
We must work together at aleconomic and social disparitpften remains lacking. This ia forward-looking policy that
levels and establish at whiclamong Europeans. While physvhy the European Committeaorks well.

level decisions should be madieal security is fundamental t@f the Regions supports-bal

and implemented, in the besthe wellbeing of European citianced models of cooperatioBy the end of the 2014-2020
interests of the citizens. Thigens, as the tragedies that haygetween urban and rural areasudgetary period, this policy will
is the principle known tech occurred in several Europeaifhe cohesion policy, alongsideave helped a total of 7.4 million
nically as ‘subsidiarity’, ancities in recent years remind ushe “rural development” pillarunemployed people to nd work,

is defended, at the Europeasecurity must also be underof the Common Agriculturaknabled 8.9 million Europeans to
level, by the Committee oftood in its environmental andPolicy, has proven its worth inbtain a quali cation, provided

the Regions. However, thossocial sense. fostering this balance, and weccess to drinking water and the
who wish to hijack this princi must therefore reinforce itsinternet for millions of homes,

ple in order to dispossess theOver one in five Europeaim uence on rural areas. supported 1.1 million small and
European Union of its powersitizens live households expe medium enterprises, financed
in favour of the member statesiencing poverty or social research projects, improved

are mistaken. As | see it, wexclusion. Urban spaces, in thousands of kilometres of roads
must bring Europe closer tgarticular metropolises, are the and railways, and accomplished
its citizens, rather than weakmost economically dynamic so much more.

ening it. Crucially, this entailareas, but they are also the

reinforcing the role of the citieocus of the greatest inequali It would be incomprehensible
and regions, in the interest ofies. European cities have beeBudgetary negotiations areand dangerous to abandon a
the Union. hit harder by the crisis than rurahever simple, but the membepolicy that supports European
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men and women so e ectivelyAnd it is this situation that

How can we build a Union withforces local stakeholders to

out ensuring social, economicseek new solutions. Some cit

and territorial cohesion? ies, such as Paris have iconic
status, but everywhere | go

This is why the members of see the same desire to find

the Committee of the Regionsiew, pragmatic and innovative

call for a cohesion policy thatsolutions among the stakehold

encompasses all regions aners, municipalities, cities and

continues to represent at leastegions.

a third of the future European

budget. In order to be a force for
change, our local authorities
must cooperate at a European
level, exchange ideas and
combine their strengths and
talents. This is the aim of the

From an economic point ofCommittee of the Regions.

view, cities have the greatest

resources in terms of research

and innovation and are the

most competitive. Almost

all national capitals are the

most developed cities in their  This cohesion policy will
respective countries. have helped 7.4 unemployed

people find work

Cities are also more energ @Karl-HeinzLambertz

e cient and present an oppor
tunity to establish low carbon
lifestyles. However, from the
social point of view, even if
improvements to public trans y
port can reduce congestion,
make companies more pro
ductive and connect deprived
neighbourhoods; even if-uni
versities and training centres
can assist in the integration
of immigrants and refugees,
promote innovation and bol
ster skills lacking in the labour
market, cities remain unequal
spaces.

was
elected president of the
European Committee of the
Regions (CoR) in July 2018,
having served a two and a half
year term as vice president.
He is also a member of the
Belgian Senate, representing the
German speaking community.
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by Pier Giorgio Oliveti

It is not a matter of being literally "slow" but rather cities need to be "re ective" and
attentive to their own model of development. At the hearthed Cittaslow project are
community relations, cultural heritage and beauty, the balanced relationship between
city and countryside, the defense of natural biodiversitgl agri-food. Pier Giorgio Oliveti
reminds us of the need to slow down to create new environments.
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wenty years ago, foureveryone's lips: the possibility of

mayors from four small or medium-sized centre:
small Italian cities, and more generally of individue
Greve in Chianti, Braterritories, to be "active" and nc
Positano and Orvieto, gave lifeassive subjects of their deve
to a network of municipali opment in a world increasingl
ties that aims to transfer thesubjected to global phenomeni
concept of ‘positive slownesghat are both positive and nega
proposed by Carlo Petrini antive. Respecting and enhancin
the concept of ‘slow food’ to théhe dynamic identity of places,

#EuropeanCities
Cittaslow: There
are projects and
actions to be

shared together

@cittaslow_intl

local government of territoriesof collective memory, of the lanc;,

Today there are over 240 citiescape as a synthesis betwe

in this network, from 30 ceungeographical space and territory

tries around the world. From thand the affirmation of comimu project examples of active resist
ancient concept of the walledhity economy policies: This iance compared to models of

Italian and European villages dfittaslow's main mission.
medieval municipalities (‘Libero

‘fake development’, of ephemeral
development that has no future.
Comune’), was born a new anflome consider it an impossible

very modern approach to urbachallenge that borders on utopiaRather than speaking in confer
self-government, more attentiveBut, in reality, over many yeamnces, Cittaslow mayors prefer
to the values presentin indivief activities, the mayors ando grow the ‘slow’ territories
ual territories, to the naturalthe communities have showistep by step, to concretely
environment, to culture and teexactly the opposite everywhereengage in local quality in a 360°

social issues.

Despite a problematic generabay, to resist the most insidious

context featuring constant andjlobal storms better than eth
Cittaslow, let's face it, has someapid change and deregulaers (statistical data comfort us
how anticipated what is now otion, Cittaslow has o ered pilotin this sense).

In summary, a mayor from the

Cittaslow network o ers its <€iti
zens some projects and actions
to be shared together. The areas
concerned are sustainable-agri
culture, the local and virtual
market, art and functional crafts,
education and school and the
aim is to encourage the emer
gence of ‘slow’ citizens, new
types of energy, sustainable
and quality transports shared
social responsibility, participa
tory forms of governance, a new
form of citizenship and social
inclusion, Cittaslow style tour
ism (i.e. not industrial but based
on identityspeci cities).

is See
retary General of Cittaslow
International.
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STATES

ities are faced with volume of new arrivals present- scalable solutions to other-lev

a wide array of chal new challenges. #Migration els of government.

lenges on a daily Urban solutions

basis and are cen Given this situation, it is impor can help bridge Cities have the experience
tinually working to improve the:ant that cities are supported Eyropean and knowledge to help the EU
lives of all residents. This cain this role and that their expe challenges, says achieve its goals, but we need

the means to do so. The next
EU budget should re ect this by
acknowledging the role of cities

mean taking on new comperience and knowledge help:
tences or strengthening oldeguide decision making at othe
ones. The integration of migranievels of government. Moreo

@annalisaboni2
secretary general

and refugees is a good case \er, responsibilities need to be and ensuring that funding is tar
point. Cities have no choice bughared evenly across Europ geted in the best way to help all
to deal with the situation pre across all levels of governmen residents succeed.

sented to them. Failing to do so
would have disastrous repercusCities have proven that they arsure that cities’ actions in the
sions for social cohesion, publiwilling and able to act quicklyield of migration are matched
health and the protection offunin response to these situawith adequate funding.
damental rights. tions. Yet, cities do not have

sufficient access to the mailEUROCITIES vision for-inte
Providing a ordable housing is European funds that can bgration is one where all city
particular challenge, with manysed to help integrate migrantsesidents can develop their full
cities already suffering fronand, too often, funds do nofpotential and live safe and-dig
housing shortages and marketven reach the cities. ni ed lives. Our members — in
speculation. Welcoming new over 140 large cities through
arrivals adds more pressure tdhe EU Asylum Migration anaut Europe - tell us that access
an already precarious siualntegration Fund (AMIF) proto funding and a lack of say in
tion, leading to challenges suchides vital nancial resources tmational and European decision
as overcrowding. This is espaddress the challenges of recepnaking are major obstacles to
cially true in cities like Athengjon and integration of refugeesachieving this long term goal.
Munich or Vienna, which havidowever, it should be made
all welcomed tens of thousanddirectly available at the localThe Urban Agenda for the EU,
of newcomers over the last twievel to enable cities to deal witthrough its partnership on Iaclu

by Anna Lisa Boni

The EU has been rocked in recent years by a state of confusion generated by populism years (on top of aleasigni-  the reception and integration ofion of Migrants and Refugees, is
.. .. ) ) cant demographic changes). migrants and refugees. a step in the right direction, as it

and Euroscepticism, and, more visibly, the in ux of thousands of new arrivals. These are brings cities together with other

challenges that have come together in our cities. Getting it right at the local level is now more Ensuring access to education f@iurthermore, in cases of nation#vels of government to discuss

unaccompanied minors and thgovernments not being ableand implement solutions. ! of isoscecretzéry o
children of asylum-seekers antb spend the AMIF, the funds general of EUROCITIES, the
. e . political platform for major
refugees is one of the mairrintshould be reallocated to citieS’hrough EU funded pro gyropean cities. EUROCITIES is
gration tasks facing Europeawith the most urgent needs tgects, such as CITIES GROW4 network of local governments

cities. Most European cities havmplement reception and inte which focuses on the inte of over 140 of Europe’s largest

important than ever for the EU and that should be re ected in the next seven year EU budget.

been involved in the provision @fation policies. gration of migrants through Cities an(;_mr(])rebthan 40 p?}””er
education for migrants and peo work, EUROCITIES is able t8mes Which, between thegn.

. . . K . govern some 130 million citizens
ple with a migrant backgroundhe setting of the next EU budgshare city best practice both ;.05 39 countries.

for many years, but the recenprovides an opportunity to makdetween cities and to offer
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by Marc Tarabella

As we move closer to the 2019 European elections, there is a shadow in the form of far-
right conservative parties, which is being cast over all the Member States and which is
undermining the various European institutions. The expansion of the far right can be
explained, in particular, by a lack of action by traditional democratic parties, by the way
In which institutions operate and by the divide between rural and suburban areas and the
city centres of large metropolises. MEP Marc Tarabella explores how the Left can boost its
standing among the electorate and how to stop the march of the far right.
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hen we look at their abilities. Neoliberal forcesind be o ered higher level qual . .
the results of have thus divided and provokeications or high quality training. #SocialRights .
the elections the beginning of the fall of thdoday, only 33.4% and 27.9% We need t(_) reth'_nk
in recent years European Union by reinforcinthe population aged 30-34 ir the EU prOJeC'F iz
in the various Member States ¢ie new populist, nationalist andural and peripheral areas o @ green and civic
the European Union, we see aenophobic forces that demanthe European Union have high ‘New Deal’ based
increasingl signi cant rise in far- a return to national borders an@ducation quali cations. Thatis on common values

right, populist and conservativeelf-centred solutions. why we must make the training « of social justice,
parties in the countryside and the victims of globalisation a pri jndividual freedom,
periphery where nearly 59.6% ority in European policy so the

sustainability

of t.he. European population lives. they gcquwe the skills to .take u and solidarity
This is the case, for example, for new jobs and to ght against the
Poland, with an increased share dark shadow of populism anc @marctarabella

of the vote for these parties frorhrough these votes againsxtremism. We must show tha
1.13% to 25.04% from 2013 tmaditional parties and for thethe European Union is the sol

2018 or, for France, where thfar right, European citizens arton and not the problem to Whay
extreme right went from securdemanding a better qualityour citizens are experiencing.

ing 17.90% of the vote in 2012 &6 life and more protection in non-discriminatory democracies.

27.88% in 2015. terms of security, employment The Party of European Socialists
or social rights. That is why | am and | are ready to renew the

The low level of education butmly convinced that it is Europe European Union's policy and to

also, and mainly, the lack of wagtself, as it currently stands)n my opinion, it is essentiaimplement these various prior
balance and social security duguided by neoliberal oligarchithat the European Union hagies in order to restore citizens'
to a fall in support coming froninterests, which represents am role to play in redefining theon dence in the Union's institu
the welfare state are the reasorabstacle to the future developcommon rules for decent worktions and to remove this far right
for this rise in the far right iment of citizens. ing conditions and health angbopulist shadow.
Europe. People in rural areas in safety at work because there is
particular are su ering from glo | therefore believe that we neestill a great deal of e ort to be
balisation and are, for the mosb rethink the European projectnade to bridge the di erences
part, deprived of any meaningthrough a green and civic ‘Newetween north and south but
ful training due to difficultiesDeal’ that is based on commoalso east and west. It is there
for them to access training andalues of social justice, indifore time for us progressives
education. This means thavidual freedom, sustainabilityfocus on the focus on the work
they are not in a position tand solidarity, i.e. values thaing classes and people in rure
take opportunities to developserve the general interest. Thand peripheral areas of the El
combination of these valuesvith low levels of education, wh

#SocialRights will guarantee the future of there often harmed by the curren

Make training European Union and curb th&uropean Commission's-pol
rise of far right forces, whiclicy, which, through and despite
offer no alternative to the curits desire to do the right thing,
rent system. What is moreends up keeping the citizen at
combining these values wiltlistance from the European-pro

of victims of
globalisation an EU
policy priority so
that they acquire the

i address the justified rage ofect and creates or reinforces a has been a
skills to take up New  those forgotten by globalisatiorieeling of distrust towards the Member of the European-Par
jobs and to fight and the losers of globalisation.Union's institutions. liament since 2009. He is fhe

. l head of the Belgian delegation
against populism ) of the Socialist and Democrats
and extremism For the Party of European SociaWe must ensure that there are party and a member of the Ag

ists and myself, it is imperative igood quality jobs and social riculture (AGRI) and Internal
Europe that every citizen shoulgrotection for all, equitable eco Market and Consumer Pretec

be able to benefit from decentomic development, prosperity 1on IMCO) Committees. He is
. . . Secretary General of PES Local.
wages and working conditionfor all and vibrant, fully equal and

@marctarabella

Spring 2018 - ThrogressivePost



© shutterstock

Interview with Roland Schéfer

Roland Schafer was elected Mayor most recently in 2014. He won the election in the rst
round against three candidates, with nearly 70% of the vote. After the City Council elections,
nearly 60% of members are social democrats. In addition to being the Mayor of Bergkamen,
he is a Member of the Executive Bureau of Unites Cities and Local Government and President
of PES Local, an organization of Socialist Local Representatives in Europe. In another role,
as First Vice President of the Association of German Towns and Municipalities, he regularly
meets high ranking representatives at the regional (Land) and the national level, such as
Chancellor Angela Merkel, especially during the ‘refugee crisis’ in 2015 but also on many
other occasions. As will come clear from the interview below, many of the policies he has
put in place are a real success story for the Socialists and Social Democrats and a source
of inspiration for other cities run by progressive parties and mayors.
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and democrats across Europplenty of light and fewer dark
are taking seriously. We’'rspaces, organizing communal
responding to the interests opatrols looking for garbage and
the majority and not just privi giving people the feeling that the
leged groups of society. cities care about their security
and cleanliness. Populists talk
a lot about crimes perpetrated
by refugees but the percentage
of refugees and of locals eom
mitting crime is about the same
in my city. | would also urge cit
ies to organise direct contact
! 500 a movement towards-pogbetween refugees and citizens.
ulistic parties that we need to
address. Whilst many cities

have social democrat mayors R et t
there may not be a majority ¢ Sl e

social democrats in city ceun m_ayors In _E_U cities:
cils. The populist parties car LISten to citizens
cause serious problems. An IN person or via
a glaring example is the city ¢ social media and
Rome, where the Mayor is fro respond to them
inhabitants, 45 out of 76 arg¢he eurosceptic populist party
run by social democrat may Cinque Stelle [Five Stars]. The @RoSchals
ors. There are always specifi@re similar concerns in Germany
regional reasons for this succesgith the rise of the right win
but one underlying reason is higopulist party Alternative fur

#EuropeanCities

Roland Schafer: About half of therical. When industrialisatiorDeutschland [Alternative for
140 biggest cities in the EU (i.began, industries sprung up iGermany]. Their core techniqu2
with over 250,000 inhabitants)or near big cities and they grevs to pretend to have t easysolu
are run by mayors belonging tmpidly as workers streamed itions but there are never easy
social democrat, progressive ao work in the factories. Sociadolutions for complex problems.

socialist parties. In Germanypemocrat and socialist parties

for big cities with over 100,000vere the ones who tackled major

#EuropeanCities
Success in local
elections in
Germany: Our main
political aim is the
cohesion of society
in cities and
solidarity. People
have noticed that
and vote for us

@RoSchals

Y

There was fear among people
problems they faced such as Bergkamen. But | had over 17
poverty, insu cient housing andThey bundle problemsvolunteers who called city hal
non-existent public servicestogether, such as insufficiento o er to translate for the ref
Workers realised that Left wingousing, unemployment, refuugees, to accompany them an
parties would really look aftegees, crime and public securityp distribute clothes, especially
their needs and voted for themand pretend that they havéor children. A hundred of thost
easy solutions such as to chualolunteers are still active today.
all the foreigners out of theThey set up their own associ
country and to not let anyonation. Churches provided big
Our main political aim is thén. There is also an anti-Semittooms where meals were-dis
cohesion of society in citiesendency in some right wingributed. A refugee café was set
and solidarity. People are awagopulists. up where refugees were given
of that and vote for us. New German lessons and information
demands from society, including on practical everyday things like
those relating to climate change, how to use the buses or bicy
renewable energy and digitaliln cities, we can help the policeles in the city. Most of this was
sation are questions socialistby creating open spaces witkdone with volunteers with some
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nancial support from the city.
The city also cooperates with ve
Sunni mosques.

We have an ‘Integration
Committee’ made up of mem

The EU won't exist without
strong cities as a basis. Around
70% of EU legislation has to
be implemented at commu
nal level. We have to build the
EU from the bottom up. The
communal level can tell people
about thie bene ts of the EU.

bers of the City Council and

members directly elected

by the foreign population

of Bergkamen. The deputy

chair is always a foreigner. In

Bergkamen’s case the foreigners

are mainly Turks. The members

of the committee can present

opinions on everyday topics to

do with the city. So we're giving

foreigners a voice in how the city

is run. At the end of Ramadan,

when Muslims break their fast,

we’ll organise an open air pub

lic event with music. And there

are organisations of foreignerpublic marketplace from time toswept across Europe, we didn’t

invited to schools for their endime to hear what people have talose everything, such as public

of term festivities along with-parsay. | also get a lot of feedbadkbraries and public baths, but

ents and children. So people caintom people via a city Facebookept them open for people and

eat not just German Bratwurspage or my personal Facebookade them free or charged a

but also Turkish and Arabic fooghage or Twitter feed. My advicemall entry fee. We coped with

At the school that my childrerto city mayors: Don't be afraid téhe nancial problems in other

attend, about half of the class isay openly and transparently ifvays. And people have accepted

of Turkish origin. Parents brinthings cannot be changed. Fathat we're trying to make the city

along their national food andexample, people may complaimice and inhabitable. Another

music. This is a great way to hetpat a private building is ugly buthing we have done is to make

with integration between Turks$ can’'t do anything about thatpreviously privatised services

and native Germans. unless it poses a public dangempublic by creating municipal
enterprises to do this work. So
the city has teamed up with two
neighbouring cities to organise
electricity, gas and fresh water

It is partly to do with the sociakervices and we now offer a
structure of the city. Its originccheaper and better service
Be present in public and omwere in coalmining (this hago the public than the private

social media. Be as close as yended now) and there is a bigompanies.
can to the people and listen tehemical plant owned by Bayer

them. Find ways to allow thenwith some 2,000 workers. So

to talk with you. Every week,there is a tradition of social dem

have a two hour open door-se®crat citizens that has lasted

sion in my office for people santil today. We're building on

that they can come and tell m¢hat. For example, in the face cf

about their problems. | go to ahe big nancial problems that
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has been the
Mayor of the city of Bergkamen,
a medium-size city of about
50,000 inhabitants in North
Rhine Westphalia, in western
Germany since 1998. Before
that, he was Chief Executive of
the City from 1989 to 1998. "He’s
President of PES Local"

© shutterstock

by Leonidas Makris

The city of Thessaloniki has traditionally been a stronghold of a deeply conservative pc
stance. The election of Yiannis Boutaris as Mayor of the city back in 2011 came as a

for a place which was used to being governed by pious, traditional and nationalist g... __
Before him, the alliance of political and religious interests reached unprecedented levels
which provoked a popular reaction supporting his candidacy. An unconventional winemake
a former alcoholic, a fervent advocate of wild life protection and a successful businessmar
he was quick to adopt radical (for the city and its past) methods in order to govern anc
promote it. The fact that his rst electoral term coincided with the culmination of the worst
economic crisis ever to hit the country compelled him to come up with alternative ways tc
support his fellow citizens.
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hile lacking in borders. The core of this plamwith Greece’s Balkan neighboudd them now come from ceun
funds to mar was to envision an open cithy advancing what he calledries or groups targeted by the
ket the city, that would be tolerant to dif ‘diplomacy of the cities’. And henunicipal strategy. With the
the Mayor of ference, as it used to be in thdid all this contrary to the Greekooperation of the local Jewish
Thessaloniki had a clear visigrast, be it in Hellenistic, Romarstereotypes, which suggest £ommunity, the city managed
regarding its role in the areaByzantine or Ottoman times. Hgeople inimical to most neighto attract funds in order to erect

He initiated a plan to transdid not shy away from chalbouring countries.
form it into a major port andenging Greek national myths
commercial centre serving it@nd prejudice, promoting the
inland, an inland that extendsity as an intriguing tourist
far beyond the existing nationalestination by uncovering its

#Migration
#EuropeanCities
friendly attitude
towards immigrants
and refugees

@leonidasmakris

L

a museum dedicated to the
continuous Jewish presence in
Thessaloniki. It will be an impor
tant cultural and educational

landmark commemorating the
multicultural past. He dared to unique Jewish contribution to

promote it as the birth place offo the surprise of most of hithe city, highlighting all of its
Kemal Ataturk, the founder ofonservative critics the bidaspects, including the brutal

the Turkish Republic, an eternéb present Thessaloniki as attempt to annihilate it.

enemy of Greece. He was quickelting pot with a multi-eth

to unveil the vibrant Jewismic history managed to yield

presence, dominating the life dmpressive results. For example,

a city which was once called thihe number overnight stays of

Jerusalem of the Balkans’ untiisitors in Thessaloniki increasdélurthermore, the Mayor

its Sephardic community wagrom about one million in 2014ttempted to open up the city

almost brutally obliterated byto almost four million by thenot only to outsiders but to

the Nazis. He forged majoritiesnd of 2018! And the majoritits own residents. In recent
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years a very successful Gagwarded the current mayor withaffect everyone, the emphasis
Pride has been organised evegylandslide victory and a seconshould shift towards supra-na

year. Promoting tolerance, thelectoral term. Boutaris’ eagertional as well as infra-national
parade attracted many localsiess to di erentiate himself frompolitics. While it seems evident
and visitors as well as internahis conservative predecessorthat international cooperation

tional attention and not onlyand his readiness to innovate irs a sine qua non in order to
from southeast Europe. It alsmany policies and sectors couléace global challenges, at the
convinced the organisers opotentially become a paradignsame time big cities are natural
the EuroPride that Thessalonikor the country as a whole. loci of continuous coexistence

was the best equipped city to
host this pan-European eveni
in 2020. Under Yiannis Boutaris’
administration the city has
adopted not only a tolerant

and vivid interaction of all

sorts of people. Thus, it is not
a coincidence that they are still
receptive to progressive political
agendas. They naturally help

but a friendly attitude towards them to function better. And
immigrants and refugees, aimYet, it seems the case that eouras the example of the Mayor of
ing to integrate them in thetry’s politics are less amenabl&hessaloniki demonstrates, a
best possible way. The Mayorts progressive initiatives tharpolitician who dares to challenge
striking emphasis on sociapolitics at a local level. It su cesthe establishment, even against
policy aiming to protect thehere to say that it is the nature dhe odds, has a good chance
city’s most vulnerable citizensation states to function aroundf making progress. Providing
is yet another indication of alivisive political agendas thapoliticians have a concrete plan
successfully implemented pro prioritise ethnic competition, ifand a clear vision of progressive
gressive political agenda. Thisot rivalry. In an inevitably angbolitics, they can still succeed:
is vindicated by the fact that, inncreasingly globalised worldocally as well as globally.
2014, the people of Thessalonikiith issues and problems that
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the Mayor of Thessaloniki, Yian
nis Boutaris in Greece.



by Michael Ludwig

© shutterstock

Numerous international delegations have travelled to see Vienna in the past couple of years
to get to know its subsidised housing programme. Almost as often, the city has been invited

to present the ‘Vienna Model' abroad. Most
guestion: ‘How is Vienna doing it?’

here are many har Vienna, pushes in the directio’
monised solutions of an integrated city or rather it
that together make neighbourhood development
up the ‘Vienna Model'ensures e ciency, sustainabil
for a social housing programméty and intensi es social but als:
The programme is also subje¢échnological innovations.
to continuous development and
adaptation to changing strucBeyond that, continuity also

of the topics broached focus on the overriding

Subsidised housing policies are key ways
to achieve a high standard of living and
social harmony. Without them, cities risk
experiencing deepening social inequality

#FBPE

tural societal conditions. This iplays an essential role. Publy

because a supportive housingousing can look back at a hi
programme, as is in place itory of nearly a hundred years.
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Vienna’s total of 220,000 subrent. real incomes lead to increasing! | ,. ,
o . . ~ Vienna'’s total of
sidised council ats dates back challenging framework condi e
to the ‘Red Vienna’' when th&he city buys land at an earljons. Vienna's answer to this 220’0(_)0 subsidised
former Socialist Governmenstage as space for affordabla range of measures that mak council flats dates
created the first housinghousing is needed. Currenthconstruction more affordable back to ‘Red
programmes. the city owns more than 200and quicker but also increasc Vienna’ when the
hectares [approx. 494,00 acresthe construction rate in the former Socialist
Nowadays, the council ats aref land reserves. medium term. Government created
spread across the entire city. the first housing
Sixty pgrcent of .the \./|en.ne5e In the. frameyvgrk of. tlh.e programmes
population now lives in either International Building Exhibitiol
a subsidised or council flat. In — IBA_Wien — experts, in-cor #FBPE
addition to the communal ats, junction with the public,
Vienna's inventory includeJhe City of Vienna uses approwill develop answers to thel
another 200,000 housing unitsmately €650 million each yeaguestions concerning Neuesy
from charitable housing associfor housing subsidies, whiclsoziales Wohnen [New social
ations, which are permanentlpare invested in new housindjving arrangements]. It will
tied to social housing. redevelopment and housingover the area of new construc
allowances. tion as well as redevelopment.
The International Building
A substantial part of these fundgxhibition — the presentation
is paid out as loans to ensurgears are 2020 and 2022 — not
their sustainable use, especiallgnly serves to increase Vienna's
Proactive housing policies arna the promotion of new housindeading international role further
primarily a political commit Furthermore, the returns securéut shall also help to establish
ment. The Viennese housintlpe futue nancing of housingthe City as the European centre
programme aims to increaselevelopments. Additionally, as af excellence for social housing.
the segment of a ordable atsfederal state, the City of Vienna
continuously. In the past yearseceives annual federal funding
approximately €300 million waof approximately €150 million.
used to create around 7,000
new housing units.

Social housing in Vienna iz
aimed at the middle class to
provide the best possible socidlools such as housing poli
mix. This approach has enabledles are of key importance for
Vienna to avoid socially fragilachieving a high standard of
neighbourhoods. life and social harmony. If the

are missing, this puts cities 3 Vienna’'s subsidised
Vienna has also adapted itgsk of experiencing deepenin housing programme
housing programme to thesocial inequality and situation: has enabled the
changing economic conditionsof crisis. city to to avoid
which started with the last socially fragile

has been the
Executive City Councillor for
Housing, Residential Construc

global financial crisis in 2008Even though nearly a century
The SMART housing programraecial housing in Vienna has ¢
ensures that at least a third of aib thriving structures, the City
promoted new housing projectstill faces numerous challenge:
created are a ordable ats withPopulation growth, increasing

a maximum of €60/m2 equityprices for land and constructiony

contribution and €7.50/m2 grosas well as stagnant or declinin

tion and Urban Renewal since
2007 and designated Mayor of
Vienna since May 2018. He was
born in 1961, studied political
science and history and is from
the (SPO) [Social Democratic
Party of Austria).

neighbourhoods
#FBPE
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by Jon Bloomfield

Race and migration are the most volatile issues in European politics today. Social Democracy
is paying a heavy price for its neo-liberal mistakes. Cities are showing the way towards an
intercultural future as they o er a ‘Third Way’ which promotes mixed, open cities. This
avoids the twin dangers of assimilationism which tells newcomers ‘you must become like
us’ and multi-culturalism which slips towards separate development, where communities
lead parallel lives in what Amartya Sen has called ‘plural mono-culturalism’.

ace and migration aredisrupted economies, commu have been making a cruciai

the most volatile and nities and traditional institutions.contribution to the life of many

dangerous issues inTogether, they have undermineBuropean cities. The reality is that

European politics today.long-established political partiesuccessive waves of migration
Across Europe, they are hurtingnd ideologies. Many have strugpave changed the character of
established parties severely, withled to make sense of what harajor European cities for eveMy forthcoming book on
the social democratic Left hardedieen happening. Living with di erence is the greaBirmingham , entitled Our
hit of all. The fast pace of change challenge for European politics iG@ity:Migrants and the Making
in a rapidly globalising world haget for several decades migrantke 21st century. of Modern Birmingham, shows
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how crucial they have been tof Christian worship to schooltalians quickly followed as di¢’

the city’s economic survival angdupils, who are either increasPASOK (Greece) and the easte

daily functioning — from its hosingly agnostic or where mani{uropean Left.

pitals to its taxis; the social andome from different religious

cultural impact they have madeypackgrounds. The answer has

and how the tensions that havieeen the emergence of general

arisen have gradually eased. &ssemblies in schools which

the process Birmingham hahkighlight human values, morals

been transformed. and ethics while detaching thi&n intercultural city can only
from any speci c religious faiththrive if it has a sound economi

My fifty interviewees defy th&his is a genuine innovatiobasis and offers opportunities

doomsday scenarios painted byesponding to the multi-eth for all those from low income @jonbloomfield2

Enoch &well fty years ago andnic reality of Birmingham andéhackgrounds irrespective oi

the pessimism of the right-win@ther conurbations. This shouléthnic background. Cities are

press and authors like Davitle consolidated, extended andhe test beds of integration.

Goodhart. The migrant presgiven proper legal recognition. They are where migrants an

ence has reshaped Birmingham refugees congregate and where

and the country as a wholeSlowly and unevenly, citieshe capacity for an interactive

From its football teams to itsare showing the way towardprocess of integration is tested.

food culture; from its workplacesn inter-cultural future. ForTo adapt a phrase, inter-cultur

to its TV screens; to its populaoo long, too many of thoselism proposes a ‘Third Way’

music, Britain and above all itsroadly supportive of imimi between assimilationism and

cities has adapted and changedgration have overlooked issuethe cul-de-sacs of conservative,

They show that migrants havea class and focused just oplural mono-culturalism.

sense of place, that they putultural diversity. They ignored

down roots, see Birmingham ake competitive economic and A new politics is emerging,

their home and have an a ectiosocial pressures that largeespecially among the younger

and a nity with the city and the scale migration brings to thosgenerations, where genuinely

country. Their integration hast the lower end of the laboumixed, open cities can develop. It

been a positive story that is atharket. And Social Democradyg the route for all municipalities

too rarely told. is paying a heavy price for it® follow if they are to create-gen

uinely intercultural cities, which

recognise that people come fron

di erent backgrounds but does

not try to ‘freeze’ them there o1

restrict them into ghetto neigh

bourhoods but rather seeks tc

#EuropeanCities
Cities: test beds
of integration that
need to develop
interculturally and
actively promote
places and spaces
for mixing and
integration

#EuropeanCities
Europe’s cities need to follow the path
towards genuinely mixed, open cities

@jonbloomfield2 develop interculturally and pro
mote actively places and space
for mixing and integration. Tha
y spirit of an open city drawing on
the talents and skills of all its For fifteen years
naive belief that the neo-liberatitizens is well captured by the headed the European unit

model of globalisation of the lat8erlin slogan, ‘No one asks wheré! Birmingham city council and
1990s/2000 d f b h ask then the West Midlands region.
. S S guarantee eonyou come from, but each asks, . 1 ow works part-time as-sen
tinued prosperity and removedvhere do you want to go?" In thejor advisor to the EU’s largest
To give one speci ¢ example, théhe contradictions within cap coming decades this is the pathclimate change programme.
education authority and school#alism. Blair, Mandelson anthat Europe’s cities consciously He writes on a range of Euro
h . pean topics including cities,
ave addressed the conundruBrown (UK) were the key archneed to follow. S 2
ising f h bli f this thinking: Gerhard sustainability and migration for
arlglng rom t g statutory eblitects of this thinking; Gerhar Birmingham University.
gation to provide a daily acBchroder (Germany) and the
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Interview by Alain Bloé&dt editor-in-chief of the Progressive Post with Philippe Close

society that "uberises” the wayot have a city government for
we help more and more. We dexample. It is not the model
It's a real progressive stemot talk a lot about the meeha of the Left that | defend which
forward to make voting com nisms born in the 20th centurygenerates megacities such as
pulsory. Moreover, it is not avhich include health care, sociallonaco, Singapore, Hong Kong,
coincidence that in Belgiumsecurity, etc ... Citizens wanetc.
Philippe Close: The question isis the right wing parties thatdirect, practical results and the
di cult to answer in a country oppose this system and the leftjuicker the better. They want
like Belgium where the vote iswing parties that defend thelocal authorities which respond
compulsory and thus forcessystem. quickly. If you go to see you¥es, but it would be a mistake for

elected officials to take an member of parliament, this wilthe Left to believe that we will
interest in all sectors of the be slower and more compleximanage everything locally and
population. | am also a big Yet supra-local data (coverindeave macro issues to others.
advocate of compulsory voting multiple local regions) is impor

for this reason. The mistrust comes from artant and one does not exist

increasingly individualisedwithout the other. We could
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The dream of any decision-maker
is inclusive gender diversity. That's
what happened in Brussels; put
ting our suburbs in the city. Even
if there are accidents, there are
no neighbourhoods where there
is only one facility or feature.

We do not work on big, large
scale projects but we work
towards fitting out indiwid
ual neighbourhoods. A social
democratic mayor would think
structurally and therefore focus
on the long term. Even if itis a
little overly simplistic to suggest
this, the trend does speak for
itself in some ways. This in itself
is very Keynesian. The more we

#Cities
#SocialDemocracy
Creating excellence
in popular
neighbourhoods

@ PhilippeClose

y
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#Cities
#SocialDemocracy
Retain the working
classes and
attract a young
and middle-class
contributor base

@ PhilippeClose

L

take place, these are the citiesight to vote in local elections
that are ageing. and in the European elections!
We must nd a way to stop the
increasing population density
within the city centres. The
debatethat social democracy We need to retain the working
must keep bringing up is: what classes thanks to increasing
level of quality are we going tdndeed, Brussels and the-sursocial mobility but also attract
provide? What new facilitiegounding area residents comea young and middle-class
are needed (cultural centresfrom 184 nationalities, of whicltontributor base with this
sports facilities, schools, locaB5% are non-Belgian (of whicmessage: you have a future in
shops, public transport, green85% are European). This is aour cities both in terms of sus
spaces) next to your homes sopportunity and an incredibletainable development because
that you want to choose to livgpath of development, whichyou will save money spent on
in the city? requires, in my opinion, givindransport, lose less time and
them the right to vote in regionayou will not want to live any
elections. Unfortunately, this isvhere else because there is a
not a widely held view at thespecial atmosphere in the city.

We have an opporiu moment although the merging
nity in Brussels. We have af the 19 municipalities within
demographic boom and a rejuthe region has occasionally been
t out our neighbourhoods, the venation of the city, signs of aiscussed. And this would, de
more we will succeed in having eity that is doing well. In stabldacto, o er the vote to foreigners
middle-class 'contributor' residecities, which do not want this tesince they have been given the
there, which will make it pessi
ble to pay for social services.

Key figures of 2016

The best example in Brussels is
our public hospitals. Our -uni
versity hospitals are located in
impoverished neighbourhoods
but care for the poor as well a3
the rich. We have succeeded
in creating excellence withir
working class neighbourhoods.
This is undoubtedly one of the
strengths of social democracy.

In 1996, we were ready to close
these hospitals. Twenty years
later, they have been rebuilt
they employ 9,000 people and
they are among the bestper
forming hospitals in Europe
They have a future despite a
seemingly complex organisa
tional system.
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You cannot become a city whicheen imposed on us push us to

provides only services. There igvest and place constraints on

a need for an administrative citys to repay those investments

and an industrial city. We are nduring the same nancial year!

longer going to build car facto

ries as we once did. Today our

industry is the research industnyit should be understood that

the digital industry, the tourism47% of public investments are

industry, etc. It is a smart citycurrently made in Belgium by

that will produce the profes local authorities. Everything

sions of tomorrow. here is privatised. There is no
longer a bridge, a road, a school
that is built by public (municipal)
employees but the process is as
slow as ever! From the moment
the mayor decides to the time
when the project is completed
can take up to s even years!

The concern here is mainly

about European standards. | am

in favour of monetary stability

and against in ationary policies,

but the European rules that have

1 Recorded admissions include all days charged as admissions as de ned

SOURCE

Key gures of 2016

of CHU BRUSSELS 2016
(BECI- Brussels enterprises
commerce and Industry / CHU)

has been the
Mayor of Brussels since 2018.
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by Pauline Veron

While the percentage of the global population living in urban areas continues to rise and now
exceeds 50%, the construction of sustainable, democratic cities represents one of the major

challenges of the 21st century. As places featuring lots of intermixing, innovation, cultural

creation and dissemination as well as strong economic driving forces, cities simultaneously
face the full force of the social and environmental crises of our time. Deputy Mayor of Paris
Pauline Véron tells us about her experience of the French capital’s participatory budget.
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Il over the world, greatest possible number ofis to go further in the creatiortlass neighbourhoods, making

elected officials people and helps a participaof green spaces and pedestrithem a true force for social and

and citizens are tory culture spread to all eldsanisation, and to establish &patial justice.

attempting to face of public life. Nevertheless, the@ery ambitious cycling plan. It
these challenges by devisparticipatory budget representshas also helped us to improv&he implementation of these
ing new democratic practiceshe spearhead of this dem services for the homeless, sudools requires a genuine politi
and new ways of using publiocratic renewal as it enablesas secure lockers, wash kitsal desire to open up and share
space. In this sgiand rm in residents to decide on how 5%nd the renovation of numerdecision-making authority, a
the belief that citizen participa of the city’s investment budgetous shelters. These measurdsust in the collective intelli
tion in public policy contributesor 100 million euro per year, ialso generate social connecgence of the people as well
to making our cities fairer andpent, by voting for projects putions and genuine re ection oras an adaptation and trans
more sustainable, we hopedorward by citizens. As such, it sommunity life, through dis formation of internal working
to make Paris the social laboa device for promoting creativcussions, forums and projecinethods. These efforts may
ratory of tomorrow, using it taty, discussion and democracy;o-construction workshops,be considerable but pay divi
test several innovative formsvhich gives citizens genuinproviding many spaces fodends throughf the immense

of public participation. Wedecision-making power. debate and collective con potential unlocked by democ
believe that such measures are ratising the very fabric of the
currently vital for at least two #EuropeanCities Participative democracy: city, in terms of quality of life,

reasons. Firstly, they offer i
response to the crisis of con

community, social justice and
citizen empowerment. This
dence a icting representative great potential should be at the
democracies, as demonstratet heart of the progressive urban
by a 40% abstention rate in policy of tomorrow.

the latest municipal election

in Paris, by restoring dialogu

between politicians and the

5% of Paris’s investment budget of 100
milion euro per year is being decided
by citizens@paulineveron

people. Secondly, they can be struction of political and social
used as tools for promoting projects for our city. They also
integration and social jus represent a powerful learning
tice, aimed at disadvantaged tool. First and foremost, they

populations who have beerThe democratic impact of thes@romote well-informed, active
marginalised by the traditionameasures is potentially hugegitizenship from an early age
machinations of government. and we believe that it is a models children are able to vote on
that could be developed in thehe participatory budget and
cities of tomorrow, in order thateven have their own budget for
it is understood by all citizensheir schools. What is more
and achieves its full potentialplacing citizens in the shoe
Four major transformationsof the decision-makers ena
made possible by citizen particbles us to educate them ot
ipation are worth highlightinghow the city functions on the
We have therefore develope#irstly, it represents an excelbudgetary, administrative anc
several physical and digitalent tool for modernisingtechnical level. Finally, thes
spaces which enable Parisiarand improving public policytools are truly transformative
to learn about developmentUnderpinned by the expertisas they endeavour to seek ot
projects, give their opinion,and desires of the people, langdopulations traditionally mar
debate, submit ideas, developise planning genuinely fulfilginalised by political life, ir
their collective intelligenceits public purpose and adapt®order to genuinely redistribute
and vote for certain proposalsto the uses and concerns ofesources, public services an | is assistant
We believe that o ering manythose living in the city day inpower. Our measures allocat3!© the Mayor of Paris and an
means of participation ensureday out. For example, the-para third of the participatory glﬁiﬁg;ggiﬁ;ﬁ“ve for fe
genuine involvement by thdicipatory budget has enabledudget to projects in working
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by Suzanne Asche

Art and culture can create an atmosphere of cosmopolitanism and can encourage people
to resist racism and xenophobia. Suzanne Asche presents us with the most important
structures and events through which art and culture and the department of cultural a airs
of the city of Karlsruhe sought to defend democracy and bring together many di erent
people in 2016: the Karlsruhe festival of European culture.

n the city of Karlsruhe we trCulture as a collaboration oi commemorated this year: In
to bring people from dier the cultural department of the Germany, the 1918 revolution
ent social and ethnic group<ity of Karlsruhe and the State led to the Weimar Republic, in
together by organising-cul Theater Karlsruhe. We look which women were granted full
tural festivals on speci c politicafor sociopolitical themes andrhis year the festival is callegolitical equality for the first
topics. questions in Europe. In 2014 thdpheaval - Awakening. Equéime. On 10 December 1948, the

festival was called ‘2014 — 19%ights for all'. We chose this topit/nited Nations proclaimed the
For example, for a long tim&eace + War’ and in 2016 it wlascause of the various anrivetJniversal Declaration of Human
we have, every two yearsgalled ‘Migration: Happinesssaries of democratic revolutionRights. At the same time, in
held the Festival of EuropeaBu ering, Foreignness’. or developments that are beingsermany the Parliamentary
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Council began drafting theSyrian Drama Group that is livights and the effects of revo
German Constitution, calledng and working in Europe anditions, upheavals and changes
the Grundgesetz [Basic Lawie ects not only Syrian but alsan the last two centuries in the
In 1968, there was Europe-wideuropean issues. Furthermordjstory of Europe, Germany and
unrest in which a young genthe theatre asked a Theatr&arlsruhe.

eration defined new valuesGroup from Teheran perferm

demanded more social justicéng a play about the situation of

and fought against the diswomen in Iran.

crimination and exclusion of

certain groups of people. 1968he Cultural Department invited

also marked the beginning ddll the cultural institutions and

the new women’s movementmany groups and artists in the #Culture

‘Equal rights for all’ is alsaity to think about their contribu ~ #EyropeanCities

based on the self-image of theons to the festival. This yearw T bring together

City of Karlsruhe as a capital afe working W.Ith 34 partners fron different social

human rights and fundamentadll over the city, many of whon
rights. For Karlsruhe hosts thimvited European artists. They ar
Federal Constitutional Courputting on more than 80 events. @SuzanneAsche
and the Federal Supreme Couricluding exhibitions, lectures,

of Germany. These anniversainema, theatre, discussions,

ries and facts are an occasioworkshops, conferences, €on

to re ect on the ght for equal certs, parades and so on.

rights for all through art and-cul

ture and to say ‘no’ to the rise &Il of them have a unique view

populism, racism and natienalon the possibilities as to how

ism in Europe. to defend democracy, human

and ethic groups

The theatre was looking for
own productions in opera,
drama, dance and other areas
and for people to invite as
external guests. It opted for a

is Head of the
City of Karlsruhes’s Department
of Cultural A airs
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by Per-Anders Hillgren

A key challenge today is that we have lost both our individual and collective capacity for
Imagination. The ability to imagine radically di erent versions of what could constitute a
future sustainable city and to involve and engage citizens on equal terms will be crucial to
cope with increasingly complex societal challenges.
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© shutterstock

have had the privilege to Many also express frustrationf a sustainable Malmé. This

spend many years as a at what seems to be a tensiohroad repertoire and inclusive
researcher exploring how between aiming for inclusiometwork will hopefully both
to democratise social inno versus being e cient in inneva strengthen collective resilience

vation in the city of Malmd inFuture-making’ is very hardion projects. They truly believand be a small but important
the south of Sweden. The cityork. There are several-redn inclusive societies, but stilengine of hope.

has around 330,000 inhabit sons for that, such as the scalehoose to limit their engage
ants representing 178 di erentomplexity and wickedness ahents due to an increased
nationalities. On the one handsocietal challenges with con ict pressure for e ciency. How can
things seem to be going in thimg values, path-dependencye put inclusion and mutual
right direction in Malmé: theand hegemonies that are takeoonditions for collaboration at
number of jobs and people witfor granted and difficult tothe top of the agenda?

higher education and employchallenge. | will bring forward

ment is increasing and reportethree essential components

levels of crime are going dowrn ‘future-making’. One is the:

On the other hand some of thienportance of nurturing people’s

more complex problems seemeapacity for imagination, that is,

to be extremely hard to tackleto be able to extend the reperin the city of Malmé some
especially different forms ofoire of perspectives of what caactors have already taken the
inequality. | would argue thatonstitute socially, culturally, rst steps in this direction. Save
this, to a large extent, is part cgcologically and economicallyhe Children initiated a process
a broader societal challenge: theustainable ways of living andf self-re ection in which they
increasing di culty to engage inthriving together. The other istarted to question their own
vnat my colleagues and | refer to stubbornly push for more citway of operating in local neigh
ac Collaborative Future-Makingzen inclusion when we exploreorhoods and realised that
This is a process that challengepportunities and decide abousometimes their internal logic
institutional deadlocks andthe future city. The third is te culand organisational structure

dominant worldviews at thetivate hope. hinder collaboration on mutual
same time as it explores and cre conditions. Today they are in
ates visions of multiple, inclusive partnership with representa

and sustainable futures. tives from civil society, the city

of Malmé and the academy-driv
But, how do we make the futureg a process called ‘Forward
city together? Citizen particiMalmd’ to bring forward citizens
pation is often said to be key tand citizens’ stories as a basis
a thriving and innovative cityfor more in-depth discussion as

#Malmo
#EuropeanCities

is an
associate professor in design and
saocial innovation at the School

Collaborative Future- owever the term “participa to how we can change society. ot art and Communication

Making : New visions
of multiple futures

@Per-andershillgren

Y

tion” often implies that framesHere, civil servants and citizensand coordinates the research
and basic conditions alreadyvill be able to go beyond their network Collaborative Future
are set and that you are weleveryday roles and identities Making at Malmd University. He

B .. s . . is passionate about exploring
come to “participate” withinwhile constantly aiming for,

. A opportunities for how to
these frames. not one, but multiple visions yemocratise innovation.
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Interview with Laura-Helen Rlge

The Ministry of Culture’s aim is to support arts in the city of Hamburg. Intercultural projects
for migrants and native Germans can be in di erent disciplines (e.g. theatre, music, ne

arts, Ims, festivals). In 2018, Hamburg had a large fund for projects for refugees. The
Ministry of Culture’s general aim is to support diversity and the projects of intercultural

teams, which includes giving those who live in Hamburg, but are originally from other
countries, a voice and helping them to be successful in Hamburg.
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Duesseldorf, Muenser and Berlir:
#CulturalEurope and are shown throughout the
Hamburg has a fund for cultural projects to helgorld in international tours.
empower refugees so that they can successfully
integrate and find their way in the city The community helps refu The aim of the Mayor of
gees (who have mostly comelamburg is that every child
@hh_bkm here without their parents)living in Hamburg should have
to find a place to live in thevisited the Elbphilharmonie at
y City of Hamburg. They try téeast once. We'll see if this will
give them jobs in the teanwork out...
and generally help them out
integrate into the city, to net when they carh
work with each other and witti
local Germans and ind their
way in the bureaucratic systems
in Germany.

#CulturalEurope

The aim of

‘Hajusom’ is to

produce art together

with musicians

and artists from

different countries

Laura-Helen Rige: In 2015,

many refugees arrived in @hh_bkm

Hamburg. Most of the thea

tres, museums, alternative arThe most important thing is foln my opinion Hajusom is a great

spaces etc. reacted in aweleveryone to learn that diversitproject because the team ther

coming way. The Deutscheis an opportunity and that diverworks very sensitively with vef

Schauspielhaus, a theatre, ledity is something from which wgees who have su ered trauma

refugees sleep in their roomsll gain. Looking at the worl@én their journeys to Germany

the Thalia Theater founded thehrough someone else’s eyeand they are more than just ¢

‘Embassy of hope’, where reflways opens up new optionslace for work and arts. They ar

ugees can, for example, lear®ne project, which has beea community that helps people

the German language, ask fgoing on in Hamburg for 1%d their way in the city as wel

legal support and act in theyears, is very special indeeds in the world of arts. There

theatre. ‘Hajusom’. Its focus is to producghould be more projects like this

art together with, for exam

Together with a many foundaple, musicians and artists, from

tions in Hamburg we launchedifferent countries. The name

a fund for cultural projects.'Hajusom’ is the rst two letters The Elbphilarmonie is a musici

The City put 200,000 eurofrom the names of three people iaducation programme offering

into the pot and the founda the very rst group, Hatice, Juseihteractive concerts and musical

tions matched it with the sameand Omied, who were unaceorractivities for every each group. is in charge

amount. That enabled us teanied young refugees who eithd@ihe Elbphilharmonie has broughtof Intercultural Projects in the

spend 400,000 euro on culturalfled, were deported or havea lot of attention to musical edu Ministry of Culture of the City

. . . . - of Hamburg. She is respensi

projects with refugees. To accessecome citizens of Hamburg. cation from the beginning. Thereble for intercultural projects,

the funding, the projects have are a lot of projects going on. which means that artists with

to be designed and plannedHajusom’ is a community oFor example, they o er concerts a migrant background that live

together with or by refugees. Theerformers who develop intereven for babys, etc. (see more:in Hamburg can ask for fund

aim is to support their ideas, tdisciplinary theatre productionshttps://iwww.elbphilharmonie. "9 0 carry out their projects

help them become empowered heir plays are coproducedie/en/children-and-families) as can native Germans to carry
out their intercultural projects.

to take action themselves tavith theatres in Hamburg,
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Jordan Osmond and
Ai Weiwei (2018) Antoinette Wilson, 2018

In 2018, 65 million people werkhe dissident artist o ers a two*We are the change.” Nowaday3he landscapes of New Zealand
uprooted around the worldhour story consisting of extractshis phrase is a common leitmoo er a breath of fresh air. Here we
From Iraq, Bangladesh, Turkdsom a thousand hours of rushesf in documentaries focused omlo not showcase what has gone
and Northern Greece, this Im(raw footage). More than 20(a better world. The future is invrong but what is working. The
tells the story of millions of mentechnicians in 23 countriesour hands but for this to havélue and green tones intensely
women and children travellingontributed to the project to meaning we must take steps tdominaé the visual of the Im. It

thousands of miles to find ancrease the scale of this crazgreserve what we have in ous a wonderful world on our door

home. And yet the world seemendeavour. garden or on our plate. step. This Im is a real pleasure to

to shrink. Today, people of dif Filmmakers Jordan Osmondvatch and showcases real solu
ferent cultures and religions

must learn to live together.

Ai Weiwei, the director of Human
Flow, is known for being an artist
within the independent Chinese
art scene. Sculptor, performer,
photographer, architect ...as in

his own life, his Im transcends

borders.

In 2011, in the line of re inBei
jing, he was imprisoned for 81
days in degrading conditions

arousing indignation around

the world. This documentary

remains more educational than

revolutionary.
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and Antoinette Wilson have coltions that can be emulated.

lected stories from their road trip

around New Zealand to show
case truly inspirational stories
inspired by nature.

Like the successful movie
‘Tomorrow’, each initiative and
individual e ort appears to be

the key to revolutionising our
lifestyles.

From the composter and the
forester to the vegetable vendor
who sells kitchen garden produce
to the school canteen, everyone
is getting their hands dirty.

Marléne SCHIAPPA,
Jérémie PELTIER M. TELO (ed)

In this volume by Marléneexercise of women's rights. And'ita place de I'Europe dansvorld against the backdrop of
Schiappa and Jérémie Peltier, the not only the founding fathers d& monde du 21eme siecleurbulent international relations
notion of secularism, all too oftersecularism who are cited in th¢Europe’s place in the 21st-cethat have existed since the revo
nebulous and vague in politicalst chapter, inspired by a speechtury world] is a work based onutions of 1989. As such, for both
discourse, finds both its rootsgiven by Marléne Schiappa at tHectures delivered at the Belgiaits partners and its members, it
and its de nition in the RepublicGrand Orient de France, but aldRoyal Academy. It is as intelligenmay represent a stabilising factor
Or rather, as in the work of Laurenbntemporary figures includingas it is disquieting. in an environment in which the
Bouvet, in a progressive intephilosopher Catherine Kintzle[ . . o .{'solationist politics of the Trump
- : ~It is intelligent as it is the frui )
pretation of the meaning of thevhose words we cannot resist ; residency represent a retreat
. . T - -of conversations between thre$ ; . .
French Republic. While a toucrepeating: “Leaving the domestlf . . . rom the internationalisation
T - S . eading academics: André Sapir .
of romanticism is present in itsphere, being in a public place ) T of trade, considered unprece
. - . L -an economist with links to the ; .
defence by these two intelleawithout having to justify their : dented in US history.
. ) . Bruegel think tank and the Center
tuals, one a Secretary of State presence is a fundamental righf,

the Edouard Philippe governmer8ecularism can liberate womeé’éniigngggozzl'Cgrsfizizzcmdof;;l% atr?épcl:((:)iltr?tl)itt?::r:;
and the other a director of studfrom calls to justify their pres ' app '

. N . . - Queen Mary College in Londdbonald Sassoon aims to under
ies at the Jean Jaures foundatiorence in public space. You canng A . .

) . - . ..~~~ and, nally, Mario Telo, Presidergtand the present by placing
respectively, their republican-sesend them back into hiding mth%meritus of the Institute foiit in context. Though far from

ularism pan be l'J'nderstood as a“a“”!e of religion” Therefore, .folguropean Studies at the Freehampioning the intrinsic supe
expression of Jurgen HabermaSchiappa and Peltier, SECUIar'S'ﬂniversity of Brussels (ULB). riority of the nation as a means

“constitutional patriotism” ratheris more than a dogma, or in tkelr S : :

o “ . . L of defining the identity of peo
than a defence of historical-heterms, a “magic word”: it is & colt is disquieting for the same rea
. L . . . . . . . L les, Sassoon remarks on the
itage limited to just one countrylective drive for liberation, whictsons. Despite their difference .

o0 successes that he attributes to
or people. Furthermore, whilestill has a long way to go. Becauskese three professors share the .
I ) . . State that has given them a
they frequently refer to the law oés the two authors mischievouslyame diagnosis on the ‘state
. . . S ureaucracy, a school system, a
9 December 1905 concerning thend uncompromisingly remindhe union’ of European ceun L
. u . S .~ common language, shared insti
separation of Church and States, “the law of 1905 made néries, finding the community, .
. . . utions and, as a result of wars,
brought before the Chamber ofeference to women, and seculacquis, and the immediate-out _.. .
. L . o . . . . -~ pational anthems, sporting tour
Deputies by Aristide Briand, thegrganisations did not all immelook thereof, in terms of it fallin .
aments, the Eurovision Song

do so on the basis of its conterdiately support women'’s right tdfar short of the federalist projec ontest”. Judged against such

and notits country of origin. vote-itis a euphemism’ Of the three, the point of viewachievements, the EU acquis,
This work by Marléne Schiapp&hile rigorous, Marléne Schiappargued by Mario Telo, who, frowhich recently celebrated the
and Jérémie Peltier is alsand Jérémie Peltier's accound Hegelian perspective, seekanniversary of the founding
important because, rather tharis not austere. Secularism isationality in reality rather thariTreaty of Rome, may seem minor,
justifying the importance of sealso defined in terms of hedorin a transcendental ideal is, witlalthough this other, purely polit
ularism in the usual general termist morality, a right to pleasureput doubt, the most optimisticical, construction has also faced
such as the need to safeguardhther than in terms of a singl&Vvhile the EU does not constievolutions and armed con icts
political life from the influencemortal sin, still encumbered bytute an aspiring ‘United Statesver its borders.

of the clgrg)_/, it justifies |ts_ pr_esellglous meaning. of Europe’, it does at least serv, ike Sassoon, André Sapir begins
ent day signi cance by reminding as one of the most successflf1

us that it is a prerequisite for the regional organisations in the 'S an.aIyS|s by establishing per
Spective. However, the latter

Find all publications onlinevatw.progressivepost.eu
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Christian DEUBNER (NOMOS)

focuses on the economic arglToday's world is fraught witlonly part of this rapidly shiftinghistorically-grounded under
ment and adopts a synchronicomplex policy challenges angolicy landscape. standing of the prime motives
rather than diachronic, approactdevelopments confronting com behind the EU members states’
He also calls on us to re ect oplex decision-making processefgainst this backdrop, Christiaiterest in pushing the security
the ‘state of the Union’ withirand actors. The European Unidbeubner's attempt at untanglingind defence agenda forward.
the context. of’ the new greal; now facmg a fundamentallyhis multi-layered and qw_te ntri Echoing what the book’s subtitle
transformation’ brought aboutifferent environment, demon cate tableau of efforts is both N .

. . . L . suggests vis-a-vis this agenda,
by the adaptation of nationaktrated by the stark contrasttimely and significant. Timely, "~ .

. M- o feading this book should also be a
economies, not only to the-gldetween the opening line of theecause it aims to shed SOME . ter of both utility and choice
balisation of trade, but also t®?016 EU Global Strategy thatuch needed light on the whirl _. . y o

. . ) . First, utilising the opportunity to
the threat of recession preserthe purpose, even existence, afind of policy development ene t from the incredibly solid
since the nancial crisis of 200%ur Union is being questionedh this area while analysing thé y

Sapir paints a picture that-disind the 2003 European Securiipterlinkages between the Union%naIySIS |nc_Iuded n 't. as away of
. . . ; ) ) understanding what is currently
tinguishes between the rapidtrategy that started with theinternal and external security-pol T .
. - : . L ) - - happening in this very technical
growth of China and the di eulnow infamous words that ‘Europiies. Yet, instead of simply being_: .
. - . " olicy domain; secondly, choos
ties facing the countries oncéas never been so prosperous, $@t another addition to the grow; !
. W i . ’ ing to do so on the basis of the
considered “advanced”. secure, nor so free'. ; .
by and larae on the same set & ok’s offer of a truly realistic
This volume, edited by Mario Tel@wing to a diverse range of fagy ANC 1arge iagnosis of the deeply incre
. . . . 0Objectives, this book also -cru
deserves attentive reading, ndbrs such as the rapid shrinking. - . : ental nature of the progress
o . . ially- succeeds in being a highly . : Y
only because it is intelligent andf the space between internal, - chieved in terms of the Union’s
R : signi cant contribution that o ers .
disquieting, but also becaussecurity and external defence o . . security and defence coopera
L2 . ... fresh insights into the issue . .
the pessimism of the analysethe renaissance of geopolitics . ion. Distancing themselves both
. o : : at hand. Part analytical, an ) .
does not dispel the optimisna series of terrorist attacks on " rom the triumphalist and the
. L : art critical, Deubner succeeds .
of the will of new generations &uropean soil and the adve ) : alarmist takes on the steps taken
- ) . - In this regard by virtue of the s .
pro-federalist campaigners.  of Donald Trump in the Whit , L S o far in this policy eld, readers
ook’s precision, speci city, an . .
House, there has been a resur, . .~ . . . ould be well advised to invest
. detail-oriented dissection bothof, """ ~ . ;
gence of debates and a multitud . heir time in unpacking the dense
T . the theoretical landscape but also . : . .
of policy initiatives surroundin material contained in this book.
f the facts on the ground. :
the way forward for European It is a valuable compass towards
security and defence policy. ThEvidently, this could have nointerpreting a large part of the
formation of a single militaryjbeen made possible withouEU’s praxis (or lack thereof) in
planning and conduct capabilthe author's depth of exper today’s complex world.
ity for the strategic commandise, knowledge and interest in
of some of the EU’s militarniding our shared understand
Common Security and Defenciag of the subject matter. Such
Policy (CSDP) operations, areh endeavour would also have
the creation of Permanenteen impossible in the absence
Structured Cooperation, formof an incredibly rich and
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Gérald Fuchs, 2nd edition
L'Harmattan, 2018t

The latest book from the formeEach analysis is strengthened
French member of parliamenas the author provides practical
and Member of the Europeaproposals to support his analy
Parliament (MEP) could havsis. There are fteen in total, for
been entitled ‘Gauchiser la monexample the introduction of a
dialisation’ (Making globalisatiomvorld carbon tax to combat cli
left-wing) as Gérard Fuchs-promate change, the introduction
poses a number of solutions thaif a minimum worldwide tax rate
reflect this concept. Whilst theon corporate profits where the
author also discusses the neetirnover of a multinational com
to "advance and ensure humapany exceeds a threshold yet to
dignity" on a global scale. Hbe de ned.

emphasises that, since th(?_| .
o e also advocates the intro
beginning of the 21st century

T duction of a localised training
a number of significant threats
lan and grant programme for

have arisen that pose a ris ny technological development
to society: the proliferation of Y 9 P

nuclear weapons, climate changi%r technology transfer project.

and immigration of the “damne
of the earth”.

nother proposal outlined by
he author as a means to alter

the current state of globalisation
The book reminds the readeis that multinational companies
that the current globalisationand their subsidiaries and their
trend is the fifth of its kind andespective suppliers should
the Asia Head at the Jean-Jaureomply with the standards set
Foundation is critical of theout by the International Labour
French left for never committingrganisation (ILO).

to a real debate on glOballsatlonAnticipating that the ideas he

At the same time this book-proproposes may be met with an
vides a thorough analysis of thaccusation that they are nothing
ideology which underpins liberainore than utopian constructs, he
globalisation with a notable focumvites the reader to look at the
on the financial aspects of thebjects around them which did
concept and the lack of regulanot exist before and that repre
tion related thereto. This is whagent, the author asserts, "another
led to the crisis that is just beginvision of a possible future".

ning to emerge, 10 years after the

crisis began in the United States.
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Anneliese Dodds, Chi Onwurah
and Rachel Reeves
Freelance international
gender equality expert
The UK economy may be growifighe nexus of security, migratiomhis publication makes a numbérhis paper estimates the effects
but most households are not-feeland development in Africa is cruof concrete suggestions on howf financialisation on physical
ing the bene t. Stagnating wagesial, but certainly not only becausthe EU can safeguard and- pranvestment in the UK using panel
a rise in insecure work, publiof the flows of migrants comingnote democracy in its Membedata based on balance sheets of
spending cuts and regionalineto Europe. It is evident that devebtates. The suggestions includaublicly listed non- nancial cem
qualities have all contributed to @pment, migration, peace andnonitoring, conditionality of Elpanies supplied by Worldscope for
squeeze on family incomes.  security are connected in severdlinds, judicial enforcement bythe period from 1985 until 2013. We
ways, but more light needs to bthe European Union, the supporhd robust evidence of an adverse
What do we need to do now tshed on the concrete effects adf civil society through a new funeffect of not only financial pay
get household incomes growintheir interactions. In this complefor NGOs and the appointment ahents (interests and dividends)
the way they used to before thtamework, the Sahel region rem Special Representative on Cibilit also nancial incomes on the
financial crash? This collectioresents an important region wher8ociety, measures to guarantemte of accumulation. The nega
explores some of the ideas tthe security—migration—develop media pluralism and recommentive impacts of nancial incomes
create the sustainable economiment nexus is particularly preserdations to European partiesfrom interest and dividends are
growth that will be needed if livingnd deserves further analysis. Thighich should exert in uence orparticularly strong for the pre-cri
standards are to rise signi cantlyesearch aims at re-conceptualisingroblematic member parties.  sis period. Our findings support
and how to ensure that that risinthis nexus through the analysis of the ‘financialisation thesis’ that
prosperity is fairly shared. this linkage in the Sahel region, and the increasing orientation of the
in particular vis-a-vis three case non-financial sector towards
study countries: Niger, Senegal financial activities is ultimately
and Sudan. The publication also leading to lower physical invest
recasts the European Union and the ment and hence to stagnant or
United States approaches to these fragile growth, as well as to long-
dynamics and explores current and term concerns for productivity.
potential partnerships in the region.

Expert Group of the

Bernardo Venturi Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Daniele Tori and Ozlem Onaran
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Sinead Pembroke,
Alicja Bobek, James Wickham Ignacio Martin Granados Richard Bouigue, Pierre Rondeau  Aaron Farrugia
Malta Parliamentary Secretary
for EU Funds and Social Dialogue

This report maps out the naturdhe economic, social and instiA short abstract: While football’$n March, Malta’'s Parliament
and extent of precarious work itutional crisis in recent years igrowth figures are exceptionalinanimously approved a eon
Ireland today, as well as its e ectSpain has opened up a big gdbe risk that the ‘football bub stitutional amendment that will
on the personal choices andetween the generations. Thatle’ will burst cannot be ignoredllow 16 and 17 year olds to vote
quality of life of those engaged idistance is very evident betweeand the view from behind then general elections. This is a-natu
precarious employment activitiestwo population groups, the babgcenes is not so bright. Footbatél step forward in Malta’s journey
The report explores precariouboomers and the Millennials. is a globalised sport undewf progressive social reform,
work’s implications for main To understand the problemsonstant media scrutiny andespecially given that the Labour
taining health and accessing@f the young and the riskss also a social reality. Richat@overnment had already granted
healthcare services, nding housof this generational gap theéBouigue, Deputy Mayor of th&6 year olds the opportunity to
ing, having children and accessirfgelipe Gonzalez Foundatioh2th arrondissement of Paris anate in local council elections.
childcare services. This researdias launched the ‘GeneraPierre Rondeau, sports econdOne of the core arguments for
involved 40 in-depth interviewdntergenerational Forum’project mist and professor at the ‘Sporteeducing the voting age is that,
with men and women living iThis article analyses the firsManagement School, analyses itisa 16 year old can leave school,
Ireland, aged between 18 and 4feport, entitled ‘Europeaneconomic and social challengeseek full-time employment and
who were engaged in precariouSomparison of Intergenerational be liable for tax, then they should
employment activities. Trends’, which highlights the also be entrusted with the civ

extent to which the intergen responsibility of voting. My Vit

erational standard of living is that lowering the voting age \

problem is reproduced in-dif ensure that more young peoy.

ferent high-income economies take part in democratic process

and in the same areas, mainly in by voting.

the areas of the labour market,

income and housing.
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