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Joaquín ALMUNIA is visiting Professor at Sciences-Po’s Paris School 
of International Affairs and Chairman of the Board of the Centre for 
European Policy Studies (CEPS). He is also the Honorary President 
of the Barcelona School of Economics. From April 2004 to October 
2014 he has been a member of the European Commission, in charge 
of Economic and Monetary Affairs and, since February 2010, as Vice-
President of the Commission, he was in charge of Competition Policy. 
He was member of the Spanish government, fi rst as minister of Labour 

and Social Security (1982-1986) and later minister for Public Administration (1986-1991). 
Has been a member of the Spanish Parliament (1979-2004) and the leader of the Spanish 
Socialist Party, PSOE (1997-2000). He has degrees in Economics (1971) and Law (1972) 
from the University of Deusto (Bilbao, Spain). 

Javier ÁLVAREZ-GÁLVEZ holds a PhD from the Complutense 
University of Madrid. He currently works as Senior Research Fellow 
(Ramon & Cajal) in the Department of Biomedicine, Biotechnology and 
Public Health at the University of Cadiz, where he teaches biostatistics, 
quantitative methods, multivariate data analysis and public health. His 
main research interests are related to social and health data science, 
research methodology, social and health systems, social determinants 
of health, social inequalities in (mental) health and suicide, health 

behaviours and health sociology. He currently leads the DEMMOCAD project focused on 
the study of social inequalities in multimorbidity and the DCODES project which is centred 
on the study of health misinformation in social media. 

László ANDOR is Secretary General of the FEPS. An economist and 
former EU Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion 
(2010-2014), Andor has been Head of the Department of Economic 
Policy at Corvinus University (Budapest), Senior Fellow at Hertie School 
of Governance (Berlin) and a visiting professor at ULB (Brussels) and 
Sciences Po (Paris). He was editor of the journal Eszmélet and a regular 
columnist for Figyelo and Népszava. He has authored, edited or co-
edited a dozen books in Hungary. Andor has also taught at Rutgers 

University as Visiting Fulbright Professor, worked as an advisor for the World Bank on SAPRI, 
the Budget Committee of the Hungarian Parliament (1998-1999) and the prime minister’s 
offi ce (2002-2005), and was also a member of the Board of Directors of the EBRD. He 
holds a degree in Economic Sciences from Karl Marx (now Corvinus) University, an MA in 
Development Economics from the University of Manchester and a PhD from the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. He was awarded Doctor Honoris Causa at Sofi a University of National 
and World Economy and the Legion of Honour by the President of France (2014).
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Helen BARNARD is the Director of Research and Policy at Pro Bono 
Economics and Associate Director of the Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
(JRF). Helen is a leading UK expert on poverty, inequality and social policy. 
Her extensive body of written work and regular media contributions have 
covered poverty, destitution, labour markets, housing and social security.

Ana CHUPESKA holds a Master of Science in International Relations and 
a PhD in Political Science. She is Associate Professor at the Political Science 
Department of the (“Iustinianus Primus” Law Faculty, University Ss. Cirilys 
and Methodious, North Macedonia, where she teaches several subjects 
and where she is the head of the Political Science Master Collegium. Ana 
Chupeska is also a member of the FEPS Scientifi c Council.

Maciej GDULA is a member of the Sejm of the Republic of Poland for 
the social democratic New Left party. He is a sociologist and adjunct 
professor at the Faculty of Sociology of the University of Warsaw. Maciej 
is specialised in social and class theory.

Hedwig GIUSTO is Senior Research Fellow at the Foundation for 
European Progressive Studies (FEPS) working predominantly on 
migration and the Balkans. Since September 2020 she is editor-in-chief 
of the Progressive Post, the magazine run by FEPS. She holds a PhD in 
History of International Relations from the University of Florence and 
an MSc in History of International Relations from the London School 
of Economics. 

Katarína KLINGOVÁ is a Senior Research Fellow at the GLOBSEC Policy 
Institute, a think tank based in Bratislava. As member of GLOBSEC’s 
Democracy & Resilience Program she has been analysing disinformation 
and infl uence operations in central Europe since 2016. She has authored 
or co-authored numerous analyses on the impact of information 
operations and social media on a democratic society, building societal 
resilience against hybrid threats and strategic communication. In her 
previous capacities, she worked for Transparency International Slovakia 
and the European Commission.  
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Roman KUHAR is Professor of Sociology at the Faculty of Arts, 
University of Ljubljana. He is the author of several books including (with 
J. Takács) Beyond the Pink Curtain: Everyday life of LGBT people in 
Eastern Europe (Peace Institute, 2007) and (with D. Paternotte) Anti-
gender Campaigns in Europe: Mobilizing against Equality (Rowman 
& Littlefi eld, 2017). He is an associate editor at Social Politics (Oxford 
University Press), the former dean of the Faculty of Arts (2017-2021) 
and the president of the Slovenian Sociological Association.

Pascal LAMY (pascallamy.eu) is the President of the Paris Peace Forum, 
he coordinates the Jacques Delors Institutes (Paris, Berlin, Brussels) and 
chairs the board of the EU “Starfi sh” (ocean) mission. He previously 
served two terms as Director-General of the World Trade Organization 
(2005-2013), as European trade Commissioner, and as chief of staff 
of the President of the European Commission Jacques Delors (1985-
1994). His latest book is Strange New World (Odile Jacob 2020).

Grzegorz PIETRUCZUK is a local government offi cial, a political 
scientist and a publicist. He graduated in Political Science at the Faculty 
of Journalism and Political Science, the University of Warsaw. Between 
1998 and 2002, he was a councilor of the Warsaw-Bielany District. In 
2004-2005, he was the Head of the political cabinet of the Minister 
of the Interior Affairs and Administration. From 2006 to 2018, he 
was Deputy Mayor of the Bielany District of the capital city Warsaw 
(three terms of offi ce). He has also been councilor of the Sejmik of the 

Mazovian Voivodship (2010-2014). Since 2018 he is mayor of the Warsaw Bielany District 
Finally he is the Chairman of the “Together for Bielany” Association.
 

Maria João RODRIGUES, former Portuguese Minister of Employment 
in Portugal of Prime Minister Antonio Guterres, is President of FEPS. She 
is a European politician with a long track record in different European 
institutions: EU Presidencies, Council, European Council, European 
Commission and, more recently, the European Parliament where 
she was Vice-President of the S&D Group, in charge of the general 
coordination and interface with the other EU institutions. She played 
a relevant role in several important European initiatives including the 

Lisbon Treaty, the Lisbon and the Europe 2020 strategy, the Eurozone reform, the roadmap 
for EU’s future and, more recently, the European Pillar of Social Rights. In her academic life, 
Rodrigues was professor of European economic policies in the European Studies Institute - 
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Université Libre de Bruxelles and in the Lisbon University Institute. She was also the chair of 
the European Commission Advisory Board for socio-economic sciences. She is the author of 
more than one hundred publications.

Pedro SÁNCHEZ has been President of the Government of Spain since 
June 2018. He holds a Doctorate in Economics and is General Secretary 
of the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE), which he joined in 1993. 
He was also Leader of the Opposition and candidate to the Presidency 
of the Government between 2014 and 2016. Previously, he was 
a Member of the Lower House of Parliament for the constituency of 
Madrid and a city councillor for Madrid.

Ania SKRZYPEK (Skrzypek-Claassens) is Director for Research and 
Training at the Foundations for European Progressive Studies (FEPS). 
She holds a PhD cum laude in Political Sciences from the University of 
Warsaw, a degree which she obtained for her thesis “Cooperation of the 
socialist and social democratic parties in uniting Europe. From Liaison 
Bureau to PES. 1957-2007” (published in 2010). Before joining FEPS in 
2009, Skrzypek worked as young researcher at the Faculty of Journalism 
and Political Sciences at the University of Warsaw (2003-2009) and 

also served as Secretary General of Young European Socialists for twice consecutive terms 
(ECOSY, 2005-2009). She is an author of over 80 published papers and articles, available in 
English, German, French and Polish.

Eric SUNDSTRÖM works as a Research Fellow and Communication 
strategist at LO, the Swedish trade union confederation. He is also a 
columnist and lecturer, both in Sweden and internationally. Sundström 
previously served as Political Advisor to the Swedish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Margot Wallström, and as speechwriter to Prime Minister 
Stefan Löfven. His professional background is found in the intersection 
where social democracy and international politics meet journalism and 
communication. He has been editor-in-chief of progressive newspapers 

and magazines produced both in Stockholm and Berlin; and worked with think tanks in 
Washington D.C. and Brussels. Eric pursued his studies at universities in Stockholm, Glasgow 
and Montpellier. He holds an MA from Johns Hopkins University SAIS (Bologna/Washington 
DC). He has served as president of Social Democratic Students of Sweden and as a bureau 
member of Young European Socialists.
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Izabela SURWILLO
Izabela Surwillo is a postdoctoral researcher at the Danish Institute 
for International Studies in Copenhagen. Her research focuses on 
international relations and energy security, with a particular interest in 
the Baltic Sea region and Central and Eastern Europe. 

E Hun TAN is the Executive Director of Research for Social Advancement 
(REFSA), a think tank based in Kuala Lumpur which seeks to engage with 
new, progressive ideas to reshape Malaysia’s economic and social policies 
and to foster an equitable society that is based on the core values of 
equality, social justice and democracy. E Hun focuses on developing and 
delivering policy, and on empowering local communities and the wider 
public in Malaysia. She regularly works with key stakeholders including 
parliamentarians, ministries, government agencies and civil society 

organisations to shape public policy discourse, and she frequently participates in media 
interviews, commentaries, focus groups, working committees and roundtable discussions. 

Jack THOMPSON is Lecturer in American Studies at the University of 
Amsterdam. Previously, he worked at think tanks in Switzerland and 
the Netherlands and taught at University College Dublin. His research 
focuses on the infl uence of political culture on US grand strategy, 
efforts to rebalance the transatlantic relationship, the history of US 
conservatism, and the radicalisation of the US right. He is the author 
or co-editor of numerous books, articles and policy reports, including 
Progressivism in America: Past, Present, and Future (Oxford University 

Press). His 2019 book, Great Power Rising: Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of US 
Foreign Policy (Oxford University Press), won the 2020 Theodore Roosevelt Association Book 
Prize. He holds a PhD in history from the University of Cambridge and a master’s degree 
in international relations and international economics from the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies.   

Loukas TSOUKALIS is affi liate professor at the Paris School of 
International Affairs at Sciences Po, Emeritus Professor of the University 
of Athens, and president of the Hellenic Foundation for European and 
Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP). He is the author of many books published by 
Oxford University Press and translated into several language. His new 
book Europe’s Coming of Age was published in 2022. 


