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OUTLINE

1. The big picture: rise of RWPPs

2. Argument
RWPP multi-faceted and not only cultural issue

3. Empirical analyses
(a) Demand: People level
(b) Supply: Party level
(c ) Policy level

4. How should progressives respond?
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1. THE BIG PICTURE: WHY?

• Conventional wisdom
− Cultural backlash: predominance of a new value 

cleavage
− The left should copy RWPPs?

• Where does this argument come from? 
- Salience of immigration
- Authoritarian values
- Increasing identification along TAN axis



2. OUR ARGUMENT: 
CHALLENGING CONVENTIONAL WISDOM

PEOPLE: 
RWPP electorate is diverse

Main point: Group size is 
overlooked 

PARTIES: 
Nationalism + welfare 
chauvinism

Main point: multi-faceted 
nationalist appeals



2. OUR ARGUMENT: 
CHALLENGING CONVENTIONAL WISDOM

POLICIES:
Moderate insecurities

Main point: the extent to 
which intervenes efficiently 
to prevent and compensate 
certain social and economic 
risks. 



3.EMPIRICAL 
ANALYSIS: 
PEOPLE

Who votes for 
RWPPs in 
Europe?



3.EMPIRICAL 
ANALYSIS: 
PEOPLE

Who votes for 
RWPPs in 
Europe?







ROLE OF ANTI-IMMIGRATION ATTITUDES?

• Anti-immigration attitudes = strong predictor of RWPP party 
support

• New post-material cleavage = prominence of cultural grievances?

But:
• Immigration is multi-dimensional

• Group size matters!

• Non-immigration related route to RWPP voting



HYPOTHETICAL EXAMPLE



DISTRIBUTION OF IMMIGRATION 
CONCERNS



KEY POINT: THE RWPP ELECTORATE IS 
DIVERSE

Differentiate between core versus peripheral RWPP voters:

• Distinction between ‘galvanising a core constituency and 
mobilising a broader public’ 

• Voter coalitions drive RWPP success: Electoral potential is 
associated with mobilisational capacity beyond a party’s core 
voting group 
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4. HOW CAN 
PROGRESSIVES 
RESPOND?

• Centre-left electorate 
is considerably 
different to the RWPP 
electorate

• Broaden base without 
alienating this core? 
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CONCLUSION

Academic contributions
•Multiple grievances
• Group size and voter coalitions
• Supply multi-faceted nationalist 

appeals
• Role of social policies

Policy implications
• Co-optation doesn’t work!
• If the centre-left goes RWPP it will 

likely 
üGain few FR voters and/or 
üLose too many of its own voters

• Best strategy: focus on issues the the 
left owns
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