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Laszl6 ANDOR is Secretary General of FEPS. An economist and
former EU Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
(2010-2014), Andor has been head of the Department of Economic
Policy at Corvinus University (Budapest), senior fellow at Hertie School
of Governance (Berlin) and a visiting professor at ULB (Brussels)
and Sciences Po (Paris). He was the editor of the journal Eszmélet
and a regular columnist for Figyelo and Népszava. He has authored,
edited or co-edited a dozen books. Andor has also taught at Rutgers
University as a Visiting Fulbright Professor, worked as an advisor for the World Bank on
SAPRI, the Budget Committee of the Hungarian Parliament (1998-1999) and the prime
minister’s office (2002-2005), and was also a member of the Board of Directors of the
EBRD. He holds a degree in Economic Sciences from Karl Marx (now Corvinus) University,
an MA in Development Economics from the University of Manchester and a PhD from
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. He was awarded Doctor Honoris Causa at Sofia
University of National and World Economy and the Legion of Honour by the President of
France (2014).

Giacomo BENEDETTO holds a Jean Monnet Chair at Royal Holloway,
University of London, where his current project focuses on Europe’s
crises and recoveries over the last decade. Since his appointment at
Royal Holloway in 2006, he has developed research and teaching on
the public finances of the EU, publishing in highly ranked scholarly
journals. He has provided expertise for the EU institutions, and he
has contributed to publications for several EU think-tanks, including
FEPS. In 2020, he co-authored an article on the “Rise and Fall of Social
Democracy, 1918-2017” published by the American Political Science Review. Giacomo
holds a PhD from the London School of Economics.

James BOOTH is the chief analytics officer of Datapraxis. He is
a pollster, political analyst and data scientist who has led research
programmes on more than 50 campaigns around the world. Beyond
Europe, he has worked on elections in the US, Australia, New Zealand,
Canada and Latin America. In 2020, James served as director of Paid
Media Analytics on the Biden presidential campaign, where he led
ateam to target and evaluate more than $750 million in paid TV, digital
and mail communication — ensuring the campaign reached the right
voters on the right channels with the right messages.
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Mohammed CHAHIM is a Dutch member of the European Parliament
for GroenLinks-PvdA, currently serving his second mandate as an
MEP. He is the vice-president of the Socialists and Democrats group,
responsible for Green Deal on Industry, Energy & Climate and Financing
the Just Transition. He is a member of the Committee for Environment,
Public Health and Food Safety. In his previous mandate, he has served
as the rapporteur for the regulation establishing the Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).

Patrick DIAMOND is professor of Public Policy at Queen Mary,
University of London and director of the Mile End Institute. He was
formally a research fellow in the Department of Politics at the University
of Manchester and Gwilym Gibbon Fellow at Nuffield College, Oxford.
He is a visiting fellow at Kellogg College, Oxford and an associate
member of Nuffield College. Patrick is a member of the Scientific
Council of FEPS and a board member of the Campaign for Social
Science. He held a number of senior posts in British central government
between 2000 and 2010, and was formally Head of Policy Planning in 10 Downing Street.
He was a Local Councillor in the London Borough of Southwark from 2010 to 2014.

Hedwig GIUSTO is a senior research fellow at the Foundation for
European Progressive Studies (FEPS), working predominantly on
migration and the Balkans. Since September 2020, she has been
editor-in-chief of The Progressive Post, the magazine run by FEPS.
She holds a PhD in History of International Relations from the University
of Florence and an MSc in History of International Relations from the
London School of Economics.

Daphne HALIKIOPOULOU is chair in Comparative Politics at the
University of York. She is interested in party politics and voting
behaviour with a focus on the far right, populism and nationalism
in Europe. She is the author of “Understanding right-wing populism
and what to do about it”, The Golden Dawn’s ‘Nationalist Solution’:
explaining the rise of the far right in Greece and numerous articles
on European far-right parties. Her research appears in the Journal of
European Public Policy, Perspectives on Politics, European Journal of
Political Research, West European Politics, Journal of Common Market Studies, European
Political Science Review, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, Government and
Opposition, Environmental Politics and Nations and Nationalism among others. Her
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article “Risks, costs and labour markets: Explaining cross-national patterns of far-right
party success in European Parliament elections” has been awarded Best Paper from the
American Political Science Association (APSA). She is a member of the PopulList team,
joint editor-in-chief of the journals Nations and Nationalism and Political Studies, and co-
editor of the Springer book series in Electoral Politics. She holds a PhD from the London
School of Economics.

Christos KATSIOULIS studied History and Political Science at the
University of Trier and the Aristotle University in Thessaloniki. He
obtained his MA in International Relations from the Institute for Political
Science in Trier, where he also taught international relations and foreign
policy from 2003 to 2005. After that, he joined the Friedrich-Ebert-
J‘ Stiftung, starting as a police officer in the EU Office in Brussels and
from 2007 to 2012 as an expert on foreign policy in the International
Policy Analysis Unit in Berlin. In 2012, he founded and headed the FES
Office in Athens, later he headed FES’s EU Office in Brussels and London Office. Christos
has been a regular commentator on European affairs in the German as well as international
media and a regular contributor to the journal Internationale Politik und Gesellschaft.

Lucy KINSKI is Postdoc in European Union Politics at the Salzburg
Centre of European Union Studies at the University of Salzburg,
Austria. Her research focuses on parliamentary representation in the
EU multi-level system. She is the principal investigator of the ERC
Starting Grant Project Intangible and Invisible Interests, Concealed
Constituents and Excluded Electorates: Understanding the Politics
of Absence (INCONEX). She has published in journals such as
Environmental Politics, Journal of Common Market Studlies, Journal
of European Public Policy, Journal of European Integration, Political Studies, and Politics
and Governance. Her monograph European Representation in EU National Parliaments
(Palgrave) was shortlisted for the UACES Best Book Prize 2021.
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Christian KRELL studied politics, sociology, history and economics
at the University of Siegen and the University of York. He received his
doctorate in 2006 with a comparative study of the European policies
of British, German and French social democrats. From 2007 to 2016,
Krell headed the Academy for Social Democracy of the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation. In 2014 he was appointed to the SPD’s Basic Values
Commission. In 2018, he became a professor of constitutional law and
politics at the Federal University of Germany. Since 2021, he has been
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a professor of politics and sociology at HSPV NRW (Cologne) and an honorary professor at
the Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms- Universitat Bonn.

Karolina LEAKOVIC is SDP Croatia International Secretary, based in
Zagreb. Former journalist, she served as a member of the Croatian
parliament. Karolina is a Fulbright alumna and was a Policy Leader
Fellow at the School of Transnational Governance, EUl. She was PES
Women vice-president, SDP Women'’s Forum leader and long-standing
organiser, as well as a consultant and trainer in programmes aimed at
building progressive parties and movements in the Western Balkans.
She is pursuing a PhD in sociology at the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences in Zagreb. Her interests include media, communications and international
affairs, with a focus on Asian studies.

Alan MATTHEWS is Professor Emeritus of European Agricultural
Policy at Trinity College Dublin, Ireland. His research interests include
EU agricultural policy, agricultural trade policy, and agricultural trade
and development issues. He has contributed to policy reports on food
and agricultural issues for the FAO, the OECD, and the European
Parliament, among others. He is a former President of the European
Association of Agricultural Economists and has been a member of
Ireland’s Climate Change Advisory Council.

Vassilis NTOUSAS is the senior manager and fellow for Europe
for the Alliance for Securing Democracy (ASD) at the German Marshall
Fund of the United States, where he serves as the lead in-house
expert on European foreign policy and European efforts to defend
and advance democracy within and beyond European borders.
Prior to joining the ASD, he was the Senior International Relations
Policy Advisor at the Foundation for European Progressive Studies
in Brussels, where he led the foundation’s global research, advocacy
and strategic convening work. In 2019-2020, he held the Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Academy fellowship at Chatham House. He is the author of several policy papers and
regularly comments on global affairs for international media outlets. He is also the co-
editor of two books published by Routledge, The European Union and China’s Belt and
Road: Impact, Engagement and Competition (2021) and EU Climate Diplomacy: Politics,
Law and Negotiations (2018).
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Gintautas PALUCKAS has been the Prime Minister of Lithuania since
December 2024. Paluckas served as Deputy Mayor of Vilnius (2015-
2019), as the chairman of the Lithuanian Social Democratic (2017-2021)
and has been a member of the Seimas since the 2020 election. He has
been a member of LSDP since 20083. Paluckas has been the director
of EMUS UAB (2010-2017), director of the Vilnius City Municipality
Administration (2007-2009), adviser to an MEP (2005-2007) and
a senior specialist at the State Social Insurance Fund Board under the
Ministry of Social Security and Labour, Insurance Organisation Division (2003-2005). In
2008, he graduated from the Vilnius University Faculty of Mathematics and Informatics and
from International Business School in 2004.

Tomas PETRICEK is the director of Progressive Analytical Centre,
an independent Prague-based think-tank. He is also a senior non-
residential fellow at the Centre of Global Political Economy of the Institute
of International Relations in Prague and an associated researcher at
the Sciences Po Paris. He is an International Relations and Geopolitics
lecturer at Charles University in Prague’s Faculty of Social Sciences. He
served as a Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic between
2018 and 2021. He received a PhD in International Relations from the
Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University in Prague, and an MA degree in International
Political Economy from the University of Warwick. His research interests are in the fields of
international political economy, geoeconomics and geopolitics.

Gilles PITTOORS is a lecturer in Political Science at the KU Leuven and
a research fellow at the GASPAR Research Group at Ghent University.
His research broadly engages with questions of EU democracy, focusing
more specifically on multilevel and transnational party politics, as well
as the Europeanisation of national democracies and citizenship. He
was previously active at the European Parliamentary Research Service,
the University of Groningen and the Université Libre the Bruxelles.

Rajeswari (Raji) Pillai RAJAGOPALAN is a resident senior fellow at
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), Canberra (Australia).
Prior to joining ASPI, she was the director of the Centre for Security,
Strategy & Technology (CSST) at the Observer Research Foundation in
New Delhi. In 2020, she was co-chair for a thematic group on ‘Strategic
Technologies’ for Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy (STIP 2020)
Report, Office of Principal Scientific Advisor of the Government of India
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and the Department of Science and Technology, the Government of India. Dr. Rajagopalan
has also been the Technical Advisor to the UN Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on
Prevention of Arms Race in Outer Space (2018-2019) and a non-resident Indo-Pacific Fellow
at the Perth USAsia Centre (April-December 2020), and a visiting professor at the Graduate
Institute of International Politics, National Chung Hsing University, Taiwan (2012). Between
2018 and 2024, she was a senior Asia defence writer and a weekly columnist for The
Diplomat, focusing on Asian strategic issues. Dr Rajagopalan has authored, co-authored
or edited more than a dozen books and published numerous essays and articles in several
peer-reviewed journals.

Maria Joao RODRIGUES, President of FEPS and former Portuguese
minister to Prime Minister Anténio Guterres, is a European politician
with a long track record in all European institutions: EU presidencies;
Council; European Council; European Commission; and, more
recently, European Parliament. She played a relevant role in several
big European initiatives: the EU growth and jobs strategy; the Lisbon
Treaty; the Eurozone reform; the European Social Pillar; the interface
with EU external strategic partners; and the Roadmap for the EU’s
future. Recently, she was vice-president of the S&D Group in the European Parliament,
where she was in charge of the coordination of parliamentary work and interinstitutional
negotiation on the EU agenda. As an academic, she is full professor and was the chair of
the European Commission Board for socio-economic research. She has around a hundred
publications and, as an expert and politician, has attended more than 2,000 conferences
across Europe and the world.

. ‘ " Ania SKRZYPEK (Skrzypek-Claassens) is FEPS Director for Research
- | and Training. She holds a PhD cum laude in political sciences from
the University of Warsaw, a degree which she obtained for her thesis
“Cooperation of the socialist and social democratic parties in uniting
Europe. From Liaison Bureau to PES. 1957-2007” (published in 2010).
Before joining FEPS in 2009, Skrzypek worked as a PhD researcher
and taught at the Faculty of Journalism and Political Sciences at the
University of Warsaw (2003-2009). In parallel, she served as Secretary
General of Young European Socialists for two consecutive terms (ECOSY, 2005-2009).
She is an author of over 100 published pamphlets, papers and articles, available in English,
German, French, Spanish, Bulgarian and Polish. She is an academic reviewer for Przeglad
Europejski of Warsaw University and regularly appears on the radio (TOK FM) as an expert on
EU affairs. She is also a member of the high-level advisory board on international affairs for
Nowa Lewica in Poland, which is chaired by former President Aleksander Kwasniewski.
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Kaisa VATANEN is Senior Insights Manager at Datapraxis. Previously
she has worked for over 17 years in Finnish and European progressive
politics. Most recently, she was Head of Policy and Research of the
SDP Finland, running party’s policy preparation, programme work
and research. Prior to that, she worked as Director of the think thank
Kalevi Sorsa Foundation, and in different positions in the Finnish and
European social democratic movement, having been involved in
elections, ideological work and political research on all levels from local
to European-wide campaigns.
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