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Serbia's 'Journey of Hope' - 
From students' protests to poli0cal changes 
	

Date	

June 26, 2025, 16:30 PM – 18:30 PM (in presence) followed by a recep3on  
 

Loca8on 

At FEPS HQ, Founda3on for European Progressive Studies, Avenue des Arts - 46, 1000 
Bruxelles 
 

Registra8on 

Please	register	HERE 
 

 Subject 

 
The sudden collapse of the Novi Sad railway sta3on canopy on 1st November 2024, tragically 
claiming 16 lives and severely injuring another, exposed poten3al ins3tu3onal negligence and 
opaque procurement during its recent reconstruc3on. This devasta3ng event ignited 
widespread mass protests across Serbia, ini3ally in Novi Sad, fueled by deep-seated 
dissa3sfac3on with government corrup3on and media censorship. 
 
This tragedy marked a pivotal moment for Serbia, galvanising ci3zens, par3cularly students, 
in their demand for jus3ce, transparency, accountability, the rule of law and democra3c 
reforms, even calling for snap elec3ons. 
 
Nearly eight months later, their unwavering determina3on to see change persists. 
 
In recogni3on of this powerful push for democracy and to assess the tangible impact of these 
ci3zen demonstra3ons on Serbia's poli3cal landscape, the Founda3on for European 
Progressive Studies and the Friedrich-Ebert-S3Qung Serbia Office are organising a public 
conference. This event will bring together Serbian and European actors to discuss the evolving 
situa3on in this crucial Western Balkan na3on. 
 
	 	

https://feps-europe.eu/event/serbias-journey-of-hope/
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Agenda 

	
Moderator of the full event: Olaf Bruns, Journalist 
 
16:00 - 16:30 Registra8on and welcoming coffee 
	
16:30 - 16:40	 Introduc8on and welcoming remarks 
 

László Andor, Secretary General, Founda3on for European 
Progressive Studies (FEPS) 
Kirsten Schönefeld, Director, Friedrich-Ebert-S3Qung (FES) in 
Belgrade 

  
16:40 -17:25	 The student movement and its vision for the future of Serbia 
 

Aleksa Popović, Representa3ve of Students  
Aleksandra Krs8ć, Associate Professor at the Department of 
Journalism and Communica3on and Vice Dean for Research and 
Interna3onal Coopera3on, Faculty of Poli3cal Sciences, University of 
Belgrade 
Sofija Popović, Journalist at the European Western Balkans, 
Researcher at the Centre for Contemporary Poli3cs 
 
Q&A with the audience 
 

 
17:25 - 18:20	 Is change possible in Serbia?  
	  

Aleksa Popović, Representa3ve of Students  
Ksenija Marković, MP, Interna3onal Secretary, Democra3c Party (DS)  
Borko Stefanović, MP, Deputy Chairman, Party of Freedom and 
Jus3ce (SSP) 
 
Q&A with audience 

 
18:20 - 18:30	 Closing remarks 
 
	 Tonino Picula, S&D Member of the European Parliament, Croa3a  
 
18:30 - 19:30	 Light recep8on and networking  


