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Laszld ANDOR is the Secretary General of FEPS. An economist and
former EU Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
(2010-2014), Andor has been head of the Department of Economic
Policy at Corvinus University (Budapest), senior fellow at Hertie School
of Governance (Berlin) and a visiting professor at ULB (Brussels) and
Sciences Po (Paris). He was the editor of the journal Eszmélet and
a regular columnist for Figyelo and Népszava. He has authored, edited
or co-edited a dozen books. Andor has also taught at Rutgers University as a Visiting
Fulbright Professor, worked as an advisor for the World Bank on SAPRI, the Budget
Committee of the Hungarian Parliament (1998-1999) and the prime minister's office (2002-
2005), and was also a member of the Board of Directors of the EBRD. He holds a degree
in Economic Sciences from Karl Marx (now Corvinus) University, an MA in Development
Economics from the University of Manchester and a PhD from the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences. He was awarded Doctor Honoris Causa at Sofia University of National and World
Economy and the Legion of Honour by the President of France (2014).

Balazs BOCSKEI (1983) is a political scientist and political analyst. He
is the strategic director of the IDEA Institute, an assistant professor at
the Department of International and Political Science at Milton Friedman
University, and a research assistant at the Institute of Political Science
at ELTE TK. He is co-editor of numerous political science and election
volumes, and his academic publications appear in Hungarian, English
and German.

Céline CHARVERIAT is the founder and director of Pro(to)topia
Consulting, an adjunct professor at the Paris School of International
Affairs (PSIA), and part-time programme director of the Vaerekraft
Foundation (Norway). She previously spent 15 years at Oxfam
International, leading global campaigns on inequality and climate
justice, and served as Executive Director of the Institute for European
Environmental Policy (2016-2022), where she contributed to the
European Green Deal and founded Think2030. She currently chairs Climate Catalyst and
advises EU institutions. Her research focuses on new economics, beyond-GDP indicators
and green caring societies.
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Daniela HUBER is an associate professor in the Political Science
Department of Roma Tre University where she teaches international
relations and is Erasmus Coordinator. She is also a scientific advisor
of the International Affairs Institute in Rome and co-editor of The
International Spectator. She has published two monographs, 22 peer-
reviewed academic articles, 10 edited volumes and special issues,
as well as 12 book chapters on issues pertaining to international
and contemporary politics at the interface of Europe and the Middle East. She has also
scientifically coordinated the Horizon 2020 Project MEDRESET and been involved as work
packages leader or researcher in numerous other European Commission funded research
projects.

Bruno JEANBART, Executive Vice President of OpinionWay, is
a renowned expert in political and social research with 30 years of
experience. A graduate of Sciences Po Paris (1993), he also attended
Bath University (UK) for one year of a BSc in economics and politics,
as well as completing a master’s in sociology at the University of Paris
| Panthéon-Sorbonne (1994). Since 2006, he has led OpinionWay to
become a French leader in social and political research by pioneering
internet-based polling. A specialist in electoral issues, he has been developing forecasting
models since 2015 and has expanded his research to cover Europe and Africa. As an
influential political analyst, he frequently appears on national and international media outlets.
He is author of The Abnormal Presidency: The Roots of Macron’s Election (2018), as well
as numerous papers on shifting political landscapes in France, Europe and the United
States.

Ana E. JUNCOS GARCIA is Professor of European Politics at the
School of Sociology, Politics and International Studies at the University
of Bristol (UK). She is also a visiting professor at the College of Europe
in Bruges. Her primary research interest lies in European foreign and
security policy, with a particular focus on EU conflict prevention and
peace building. She is also known for her work on negotiations in EU

Nt foreign policy and populist foreign policy. She is author of EU Foreign
and Secur/ty Policy in Bosnia: The Politics of Coherence and Effectiveness (2013) and co-
editor of EU Conflict Prevention and Crisis Management (2011). She is currently Editor of
the Journal of European Integration.
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Hans KEMAN (1948) is emeritus Professor of Comparative Political
Science at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VUA). He lives in Friesland,
the northern part of the Netherlands. He read political science and
contemporary history at VUA. After being at the University of Amsterdam
(1975-1982), he moved to the European University Institute. In 1985,
he was an associate professor at Leiden University. In 1990, he was
appointed full professor and head of department at the VUA; he retired
in 2013. Hans has been a visiting fellow and guest lecturer around the world. He has also
been co-editor of the European Journal of Political Research and Acta Politica. Hans is
a comparative political scientist in substance and method. His focus is on democracy and
the role of social democracy.

Danai KONSTANTINIDOU has been a researcher at the European
Social Observatory since October 2025. Her research focuses on social
protection, poverty, welfare states, and comparative social policy and
policy evaluation. She is in the final stage of her PhD in social policy
at the University of York, where she examines the impact of social
transfers on income poverty and deprivation in EU member states.
. Danai has worked as an external collaborator at the National Centre
for Social Research (EKKE) in Athens (Greece) and the National and Kapodistrian University
of Athens (Greece), where she participated in various research projects and served as the
Expert for Greece in the European Social Policy Analysis Network.

Halliki KREININ is a researcher at Tallinn University specialising in
ecosocial policy, post-growth welfare systems and structural barriers to
sustainability. She is also an active participant in Estonian politics and
ran in local elections on the Social Democratic Party of Estonia (SDE)
list, advocating for social justice, climate action and a just transition.
Her aim is to bring evidence-based perspectives to progressive
policymaking.

Sofia MARTINEZ is a seasoned expert in energy, climate, resilience,
sustainable finance and international cooperation, with over 20 years
of experience in policy making and technical assistance across public
institutions, international organisations and civil society. She worked at
the European Commission (DG INTPA), the Spanish Energy Agency
and the Spanish Office for Climate Change. Sofia has also worked
in international consultancy and, most recently, as Policy Director at
the Green Economy Coalition. Currently, she is a senior advisor for
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UNIDO and GEF Senior Fellow. She holds master’s degrees in chemical engineering and
environmental technology.

Mariana MAZZUCATO (PhD) is Professor in the Economics of
Innovation and Public Value at University College London (UCL), where
she is Founding Director of the UCL Institute for Innovation & Public
Purpose. She is the winner of international prizes including the Grande
Ufficiale Ordine al Merito della Repubblica Italiana (2021), the 2020 John
von Neumann Award, the 2019 All European Academies Madame de
Staél Prize for Cultural Values and 2018 Leontief Prize for Advancing
the Frontiers of Economic Thought. She is a member of the UK Academy of Social Sciences
(FACSS) and the Italian Academy of Sciences Lincei. In 2025, she was appointed Commander
of the British Empire (CBE) in the King’s Birthday Honours List. The late Pope Francis appointed
her to the Pontifical Academy for Life for bringing “more humanity” to the world. She is the
author of The Entrepreneurial State: Debunking Public vs. Private Sector Myths, The Value
of Everything: Making and Taking in the Global Economy, Mission Economy: A Moonshot
Guide to Changing Capitalism and most recently The Big Con: How the Consulting Industry
Weakens our Businesses, Infantilizes our Governments and Warps Our Economies. She
advises policymakers around the world on innovation-led inclusive and sustainable growth.

Paul F. NEMITZ is the chairperson of the Arthur Langerman Foundation
at the Technical University of Berlin and a trustee of the Leo Baeck
Institute, New York. He is a member of the board of Gegen Vergessen
f i - FUr Demokratie e.V. and the Committee for Media and Internet Policy
\ of the SPD Board, Berlin. He is also chair of the Archivum Apertum
M ‘ Foundation and a member of the advisory board of the Future Institute
\Y of John Cabot University, Rome. He is also European Ambassador of
the Boston Global Forum and Honorary Representative of the Free and Hanseatic City of
Hamburg in Italy and to the Holy See.

Alvaro OLEART is a postdoctoral researcher at the Department
of Political Science and the Institute for European Studies of the
Université Libre de Bruxelles. His research focuses on the relationship
between political conflict and democracy through a decolonial lens in
the context of the EU, as well as on the relationship between national
and European politics. He is author of the books Framing TTIP in the
European Public Spheres: Towards an Empowering Dissensus for EU
Integration (Palgrave, 2021) and Democracy Without Politics in EU Citizen Participation:
From European Demoi to Decolonial Multitude (Palgrave, 2023).
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René REPASI is a member of the European Parliament and head of
the German delegation of the S&D Group. He also holds a position as
Professor of Law at Erasmus University Rotterdam.

Maria Jodo RODRIGUES, President of FEPS and former Portuguese
minister to Prime Minister Anténio Guterres, is a European politician
with a long track record in all European institutions: EU presidencies;
Council; European Council; European Commission; and, more
recently, European Parliament. She played a relevant role in several
big European initiatives: the EU growth and jobs strategy; the Lisbon
Treaty; the Eurozone reform; the European Social Pillar; the interface
with EU external strategic partners; and the Roadmap for the EU's future. Recently, she was
vice-president of the S&D Group in the European Parliament, where she was in charge of
the coordination of parliamentary work and interinstitutional negotiation on the EU agenda.
As an academic, she is full professor and was the chair of the European Commission Board
for socio-economic research. She has around a hundred publications and, as an expert
and poalitician, has attended more than 2,000 conferences across Europe and the world.

Eulalia RUBIO is a senior research fellow on EU economic affairs at
the Jacques Delors Institute in Paris and an associate senior research
fellow in the Economic Policy Unit at the Centre for European Policy
Studies in Brussels. She holds a PhD in political sciences from the
European University Institute (Florence) and a master’s degree in public
policy from Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Barcelona). She has also served
L as an associate professor at the Department of Political and Social
Sciences of Universitat Pompeu Fabra and at the European School of Political and Social
Sciences in Lille.

Maarten SMEETS (PhD) is a senior associate at the Clingendael
Academy (Den Haag, Netherlands), a non-resident senior fellow at
the World Trade Institute (University of Bern, Switzerland), guest
professor at the University of International Business and Economics
(UIBE in Beijing and SUIBE in Shanghai, China), a member of the
steering committee of the G-20 Trade and Investment Research
Network (TIRN) and a lead on trade in the T-20 task forces (South
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Africa, Brazil). As head of section at the WTO, he was responsible for all field-based
trade capacity building programs and the WTO Chairs Program (WCP), linking over 40
universities, think tanks and leading academics worldwide. He is a senior policy advisor
to WTO Chairs in Asia, Latin America and Africa, as well as to UNESCAP's Artnet. He
advises governments on trade policies and offers training on WTO, trade negotiations
and techniques. He was a senior official at the OECD's Trade Department and the
Ministry of Economic Affairs (Den Haag). He has published work in leading journals and
authored and (co-) edited books on current trade issues (digital trade, inclusive growth,
globalisation, sanctions, WTO accession, structural reforms, developing countries).
He holds a PhD from the Law Faculty of Maastricht University, a master's degree in
economics (Tilburg) and degrees from the Graduate Institute for International Studies
(Geneva) and the Ecole Nationale d'Administration (ENA-Paris).

Slavina SPASOVA has been Director of the European Social
Observatory (OSE) since 1 December 2023 and holds a PhD in political
science from the Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB). She previously
worked at OSE as a researcher and senior researcher, specialising
in social protection. Her research covers pension reforms; protection
for the self-employed; work-life balance; healthcare; long-term
care; sickness benefits; and, more recently, the EU’s demographic
discourse and policy responses. She is a research associate at CEVIPOL (ULB), has
been a member of the Strategic Council of the Institut d’études européennes, ULB,
since 2024 and is a member of the editorial board of the Journal of European Social
Security.

Ania SKRZYPEK (Skrzypek-Claassens) is FEPS Director for Research
and Training. She holds a PhD cum laude in political sciences from
the University of Warsaw, a degree which she obtained for her
thesis “Cooperation of the socialist and social democratic parties in
uniting Europe. From Liaison Bureau to PES. 1957-2007” (published
in 2010). Before joining FEPS in 2009, Skrzypek worked as a PhD
researcher and taught at the Faculty of Journalism and Political
Sciences at the University of Warsaw (2003-2009). In parallel, she served as Secretary
General of Young European Socialists for two consecutive terms (ECOSY, 2005-2009).
She is an author of over 100 published pamphlets, papers and articles, available in
English, German, French, Spanish, Bulgarian and Polish. She is an academic reviewer
for Przeglad Europejski of Warsaw University and regularly appears on the radio (TOK
FM) as an expert on EU affairs. She is also a member of the high-level advisory board
on international affairs for Nowa Lewica in Poland, which is chaired by former President
Aleksander Kwasniewski.
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Mariola URREA CORRES is Professor of International and European
Union Law at the University of La Rioja. She has completed research
assignments at the Europa Institute at the University of Saarbrticken,
as well as at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and
International Law in Heidelberg, Germany, and been a Jean Monnet
Fellow at the European University Institute in Florence (Italy) and an Emile
_.._4 Noél Fellow at New York University (USA). Her academic publications

have focused, among other things, on the study of the mechanisms of differentiated
integration provided within and outside the EU Treaties, as well as on the development of
the legal instruments of the Union’s security and defence policy. Since 2025, she has been
a member of the scientific advisory board of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public
Law and International Law of Heidelberg (Germany). Since 2007, she has been involved
in radio and written press programmes in Spain, analysing the national and international
political reality.

Gesine WEBER is a senior researcher in the Global Security team
at the Center for Security Studies (CSS). Her research focuses on
European security and defence in the context of global power shifts,
grand strategy and Europe-China relations. Before joining CSS, she
worked with the German Marshall Fund of the United States in Paris, at
the Arnold A. Saltzman Institute of Columbia University, the European
Council on Foreign Relations, the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung in Shanghai
and as a defence policy advisor in the German Bundestag. Her work is regularly published
in media like Le Monde, War on the Rocks, the BBC or NZZ, as well as on her own
Substack Geopolitical Europe.
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