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Figure 3:3:  Scale of the agricultural sector in GDP and regional wage-earning employment, 2019  (Spain) 

Source: IInstituto Nacional De Estadística. (2019). “2019 Statistics on Regional Accounts.” 
INE.Instituto Nacional de Estadística, 2019. https://www.ine.es.

In Spain, the agricultural sector underwent profound transformation in the 1990s.  With international trade 
liberalised, and the scale of transnational agri-food companies’ operations expanded, a production model 
based on small family farms oriented towards the domestic market gave way to a business model of intensive 
export-oriented agriculture. Production is concentrated in certain regions and dominated by large farms with 
high input requirements and a massive transformation of labour into wage-earners and integrated into large 
global agri-food distribution chains. 
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Figure 3:8: Evolution of agricultural employment and agriculture’s contribution to GDP, 1995-2019 (Greece)

Source: ELSTAT, National Accounts, 1995-2019 (Authors’ elaboration)

Figure 3:9: Migrant labour in agriculture by gender and wider regions, 2011 (Greece)

Source: ELSTAT, Population censuses (Authors’ elaboration)
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Interview 
number

ML.6

ML.7

ML.8

ML.9

ML.10

ML.11

ML.12

ML.13

ML.14

ML.15

ML.16

ML.17

ML.18

ML.19

ML.20

ML.21

ML.22

Category of interviewee / 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�I�d�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q

Migrant care worker (from 
Albania)

Migrant care worker (from 
Albania)

Migrant care workers (from 
Romania)

Migrant (from Bangladesh) and 
association representative in 
rural area

Migrant care worker (from 
Albania)

Policy maker

Migrant care worker (Albania)

Agricultural migrant worker 
(Bangladesh)

Key informant

Farmer

Migrant care worker

Migrant care worker (from 
Georgia) 

Migrant care worker (from 
Albania)

Key informant

Farmer

Migrant (from Sierra Leone) 
and representative of a migrant 
association 

Key informant

Type of organisation / Role of Respondent

Health sector

Migrant Integration Centre Western 
Greece / employee

Migrant Integration Centre Western 
Greece / employee

Month of 
Interview

Sep-19

Nov-19

Feb-20

Aug-20

Jul-21

Aug-20

May-20

Jun-19

Jul-20

Jun-19

Jul-20

Jul-20

Aug-19

Jun-19

Jun-19

Sep-19

Jun-19
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Theme 2: Opportunities for Engagement

§  Whom can migrants turn to for assistance when it comes to (a) language tuition, (b) interacting with public 
institutions and (c) securing working/civil rights?

§  What are the general attitudes of migrants (locals) towards (a) their “native” (migrant) work colleagues and 
(b) members of the local (migrant) community? Do these attitudes vary by migrant group?

§  Do employers take any steps to integrate migrant workers within the workplace? (e.g. by desegregating the 
workplace, or organizing joint activities with other employees)

§  What opportunities, if any, exist for migrants to participate in the civic and political life of their host 
communities? Do migrants take advantage of these opportunities? (e.g. through participation in political 
parties, membership in social movements, volunteering, etc)

§  What is the impact of migrants’ participation in civic and political activities on relations between migrants and 
members of the local community (a) at work (b) in residential settings (c) in local civic/political institutions?

§  Do migrants interact and form relationships with members of the local community? If so, where? (e.g. local 
associations? At work?)

Theme 3: Obstacles to Engagement

§  What are the obstacles, if any, to migrants’ participation in the civic and political life of their communities?

§  How do migrant workers overcome individual isolation and/or isolation as a group? How does isolation 
affect their engagement with the host society?

§  How do migrant workers overcome isolation? How does this isolation affect engagement with the host 
society?

§  Are there any mechanisms for resolving disputes between migrants and employers / members of the local 
community?

§  What forms of prejudice do the workers face? How frequently?

§  How do these forms of prejudice affect migrants’ attitudinal, interactional and political participation 
patterns?

§  Are migrants’ attitudinal, interactional and political participation patterns affected by their conditions of 
work? How so?
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Theme 4: Recommendations for Policy and Direct Services

Although the questions in this thematic section pertain to policies targeted at migrants in low-skill jobs, you 
may also explore how policy changes could improve the conditions and social inclusion of migrants’ co-
residing family members.

How could (a) legislative bodies, (b) the national/local government, (c) employers, (d) trade unions and (e) 
civil society organisations do any of the following:

§  Improve the working conditions of migrant workers in the workplace and/or the agricultural/care sector in 
general;

§  Facilitate migrants’ equitable access to welfare services and legal protections vis-à-vis employers and 
public authorities;

§  Promote positive attitudes towards migrants among members of the local community;

§  Encourage positive interactions and relationships between migrants and their host communities;

§  Promote migrant participation in community and civic-associational life;

§  Increase migrant participation in local and national politics.
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